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PRE FACE. 

5 y a Time, luhcn all Scanner ef Irnina- 

[ rality and Prepbanenifs ftems ts have 
[ ovfrfpread theft Kingdoms like a De- 
' luge ; tuhsn all FirtUe and Public Spi- 
rit has hem cpfnlj ridiculed, and laughed out of 
Deorsi whil/i Cormptiariy that Bane af all Gead- 
nefs, Nurfery cf all Vice, and Root of 'all Evil, 
has ieen as openly praSlifed and defended \ tt 
vhich titter Fountain alone, art owing all the 
Calamities, under which this unhappy and dividid 
Nation has lately laboured, and without great 
Cart, and due Jmendmcnt, may yet, vje fear, 
kmguijb much longer. At fucb a Time, we fay, 
when every Kind'af lyicktdnefs reigns triumphant, 
e Treaiife, exprefsly calulaled, U recommend and 
inforce the Practice of Virtue, by explaining and 
pointing out the full Extenf of Every One's Drtfy, 
and at the fame Inflant jhiwing the Danger, and 
drea^ul Confeauences , of either negle£3ing ay 
fwerving fj-em tt ; atfu/h a Time, we repeat it, 
ifever{ fuch a Trtatsft mmfl be abfelately nfctf- 
fory ; ibeugh, foiry we are to Jay ity there is 
then teoji Hcafon to hope for its being Vjell ri- 
' eeived. 

In effeii, we do not vatch fimtr mrfeh'es 
\ mi itb the Thought if feeing it in ihe Hands of the 
^^nn' Gay, the Fiilhionablc, «r Polili; ; and ^H 



tmeh Ufs in tbofe offuch refintdGtntry^ ^A^SrM 
in iiftingmflnngihemfehves^ by the moiUffJSatiwlf^^ 
Free-thinkers, under %ubich they include Atheifts, 
^ndDtiih^ cr foinevJhdt i^t Worfe : Neverthelefs^ 
bad as the Age is^ we believe there are yet many^ 
who- are not arrived -at that Higbt of Licm^ 
tioufntfs^.tp make a Jejtaf Damnation^ and ff¥ 
at all Religion ; and from fuch^ we do not dejpatr 
of a good Acceptance y even though they Jhruld be 
youngs genteelly educated, and of a chedrfui 'Dif^ 
fofition ; no Pains having been f pared, to rena& 
it as agreeable dnd eniertaining^ as the Nature §f 
the Thing would admit. 

As for thofe, indeed, who are downright Gig'- 
Icrs, and Icve nothing that will not make them 
l^ughy or ivho are fond of loofe Reading, thej^ 
muft not expeft to find any Thing to their vitiated 
Tajle here ; but, forfuch as have Solidity enough^ 
to be plea fed with a good Piece of Hijiory, or a 
m':yal Tale, whereby they may be at once improved^ 
irilirufled, and amufed, they will here meet with 
abundant Matter (f Entertainment, And then 
may be alfo fome Convenience, in this little Trea" 
tife, for thofe who are polite and fa/bionahle ; 
provided they are not fo far in the Height of the 
M^de, but they can bear to be feen fometimes in 
the Infide of a Church, and even to behave with 
Decency when there. To fuch as tbefe, it is well 
known, that Sundays, with all the little Helps of 
Chit' Chat ^ Viftting, and Tea-Tables, are apt to 
hang very heavy upon their Hands ; what then 
mufi they do, Jhould they happen to be Jo much in 
difpofed, that they can neither go Abroad, n 
care to receive Company at Home? They m 
perhaps i fcruple to read a Play, or Prior's Po 
en fuch a Day ; and to go through the Fatij 
poring over above a Chapter or twoy in tha 



The PREFACE: 

f^the-vjay Book the BibU, miiht mcreofe thti'" 
lltrufs, by giving them the Vapours % in fucb •* 
fad Cafe, thea^ they may find this Jhort Treatifii • 
neither quite fs tedious as they think the latterj 
>!»r altogether fa improper for the Day, as the 
former ; hefides its having the Charms of Novelty 
to recommend It. " We fhall freely eym^ hswtver, 
it was not for any of ihefe beforementioned it was ■ 
chiefly compiled ; no, it vjas dejigned for the Ufe 
offuih^ as believe it worth whiles new and then 
to think, of their future State ; and ta eonfider, 
whether they are in the Way to eternal Happinefs, 
or endlefs Mifery: To all fuch, wi me per- 
ftvaded, the biing lnjlru£ledin the full Extent of 
their liuty, with regard to each of the Com- 
ufandmenis, and at the fame Time agreeably 
entertained^ will he deemed no fjnall Advantages \ 
and the fe^ we doutt net, even In the prifent Times, 
are fi^denlly numerous, to take of a larger Im- 
frijpon, than at* nrai printed ^ibef* Sbetti. 
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1 H E great UfcFulnersof the following' | 
* Treatire is fo apparent, that one' 

would imagine itfuperiluooE, tomul- 1 
' ciply Words upon this Head ; efpe-' ' 
daily fince [he good Reception, the 
Work, called God's Revenge agaiujf' i 
tnd Ainlury, has met wiih, even in ihe" | 
woril cf Times, with the miny Editions it has gont 
through, abutidanily demonllratea, that every one ii 
corvinced, of the extraordinary Utility, and eve( 
Neccffi7,of fomewhat of thw NaUre j however de. 
fcflive the Petforraaoce nny be, ai thjt before men. 
tioned undoubtedly is. 

To irflance only in a few Points, of ihe nfm^lfjl 
Importance to every one who thinks fericL(]y, * 
has any Concern for his fjture Siate, the Generii 
of Readers, by the Manner in which each of [hol^ 
Subjefts is created, in the aforefaid Book, are led it 
to two very grofi MiHakesj namely, that Nothing' 
but the aauii depriving a Man of Lite, In fuch 1 
Way, as lays the goUty Perfon open to rhc Penalw 
of the Law, as by Sword, Poylon, Fire, or 
a Violation of the Sixth Commanc 
Teas we are exprefilip »ld , to'j \\it\ic\ii"4i<i K^^'i 
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2 INTftODUCTION. 

file St, >M, in his firft Epiftle, Wbofoevtr bauth bis. 
jk'Brkber U a Murthtrtr ; andje knmn $bai no MurtherHr 
h0tb iUriml Lifi abiding in bim. How much more 
then will eviry Ofpreffor^ 9Viry immerciful Creditir^ 
imtry cruel and tyrannic Mafler, every InfraQor tffi* 
Itmn Treaties^ who wlthont Provocation lights up th^ 
Fire of War, and every Refmfer of Peace^ when 
offered^ much more when yi»<ry^, upon reafin- 
able Terms, find himfelf numbered^ among the Break- 
ers of this Command ? 

A^atf), with Relation to Adultery, by the Manner 
Wlierein the Compiter of that Work treats upon this 
Head, and the Examples therein cited, many are 
induced to imagine, that Nothing, but the a£iuftl 
Commiffion ot that Crime, with a jnarded Man of ' 
Woman, is a Violation of the Seventh Command* 
ment. But what does our blefled Saviour pofitively 
aiTure us, as to this Point, in his divine Sermon tip» 
on the Mount ? Whofoevet looketh on a Woman^ to lufi 
after her^ bath committed Adultery luith her already in 
bis Heart. As alfo, Wbofoe'ver Jball put awaj bis 
Wife^ facing for the Caufe of Fornication^ caufeth ber 
to commit Jdulttrj : . Ma luhofoever Jball marry ber tbai 
is divorced, commituth Adultery. Now, by this Com* 
ment thereupon, how many otherwife £ncere and 
well>meaning Perfons ; how many ev«n of the mofi 
outragioujly virtuous, who cannot hear, even the Name 
of a Whore, mentioned, vjitb arty Patience iv/ho think 
no Punilhment too bad for every Offender whatever, 
of this Sort ; who make no Allowances for aimoft ir- 
reiiftible Temptation ; neither would ihew the lead 
Mercy to one ; but, confoanding the poor deluded In* 
pocent, with the mod common Strumpet, would bang 
or ftarve all, without Exception \ how miny fuch, 
we fay, on judging by this Rule, will Bod them^ 
felves included, in the Number of TranfgrefTors of 
this Law ? In cfFed, According thereto, it is much to 
be qutilicned. Whether there is onei of either Sex, 

in 
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in thefe Kingdoma, or any oiher, who has feen ihe 
Age ol ii/ieen, and has not been ^uiUy of offtnding 
agajnll this Precept ; eipeciiWy, if it be confidercd, 
ibat every immodcft Word, or loofeSong, nay, even 
every falhionable Double Enlendrtt h a Coniraventioa 
of it. 

Neither is this the Care, wiih Rdaiicsn to ihefo 
Two CommandiBeDis only, but to all the others in 
genera], which have each of them a mall exienfive 
Signilication ; and this it highly imporis us, lo have 
continually before our Eyes; for, notwithnanding, 
by the Praflice of the Geoctallty of Mankind, ons 
fhould be almoll tempted, to think the Obrervacion 
of Ihe Commands, of the Firii Table, were of 
very liiile Imporiance ; and, coor.qucntJy, that the 
ViolatioD of ihera was a very fmall Fault, if any, 
as not being fo detrimental io Sociei)', nor fo liighly 
pur;ilhed by the Laws of Man, as the Breach of ihofc 
of Ihe Second Table; yet we lha]i all liod, if we re- 
pent not, when it a coo lace, that ihe InfraftioD of 
either of the forrner, if equally heinous, or rather 
more fo, in the Sight ofGop; that is, in the Sight 9? 
him who will be our Judge, aid will have it in hij 
Power, either to exalt us to everlafling HappitKfs, 
i>r condemn us to eternal Tormeuis and Mifery ; 
In efFea, are we not allured by St. Jamet, that 
Who/aiiitf pal! ktip the tnhlt Laiv, and ytt offend 
ittoatPeinl, he ii guilty of all. 

Would any one imagine, the gay Part of the 
World, and efpecially what is called the Grande 
Mmde, and the Bean Maiilf, ever ferjoully look this 
into Confideraiion p For, nottomeoiion thofewho 
make their Belly iheir God, or who (ell him for a 
Ribhn,a Tide, a P/art, ora Ptrfm. and thereby break 
(he Firji Command, neiitier r^jofe who woilhip that 
worft of Idoli. a Prime-Mi nifiet, or a Favourite, and 
are thereby guilty of the Vioia^ioa u^ 'Js.i 'ii'ss.t -, 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

what fliall we fay to that namerous Crowd, of all 
Ranks and Sorts, who daily live in perpetual Difo- 
bedience to the Tbird^ either by frequent Swearing 
and Curfmgi or by idly i^ng the Name of God; 
or by rafh ImprecatioDf on themfelves or otbersi 
when in PafTion ; or, which is word of all, by down- 
right and wilful Perjury ? 

Again, What fliall we fay, to the yet more name- 
rous pompan/, confiding likewife of all Ranks and 
Sexes, who live in an almoft uninterrupted Infrac- 
tion of the Fourth i either by Card P laying^ Vifitifigt 
Going io the ParJk, Kenfingtou Gardens^ or Riding out^ 
as is done by the better Soit, or by walking in the 
Field% and freqoenting the Cake-Houfes, as is done 
by thofe of a middling Rank ; or, which is worfe, 
by getting drnnk, and fpending their Week's Mo- 
ney ac an Aiehoufe, or Gin-lhop, as is done by the 
meaner Sort, and Dregs of the People ? 

If thefe Things are io, and that they are, no Man 
of any Honefty or Modeily can deny i and if it e- 
quatly behoves us, to pay an exadl Obedience to each 
of tbeTcn Commandments ; it mud certainly equally 
concern us, to know the full Latitude and Extent of 
each of them, in order to enable us fo to do; efpe- 
cially, as the Royal Pfalmiji affures us, that God^s 
Commandments are exceeding Broad, It is ilfo highly 
needful, beyond Difpute, particularly, at a Time, 
when all Kiod» of Vice are at the greated Height, 
when almod every Enormity is pradiied, and mod 
of them with Impunity ; when we cannot walk the 
Streets, without having our Ears deafened with Oaths* 
Blafphemy and Ribaidry ; nor yet, without having 
not only our Eyes fl)ock*d, but our Perfons endan- 
gered, by drunken and lewd Proditutes, with defpe- 
rate Ruffians, their ccndanc Companions ; it is high- 
ly needful we fay, attfuch a Time, both that the full 
Lat'tude and Extent of each ot thofe Injundlions 

fhou!d 
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ffloalil be known, and nrnel\]y inculcated j snd al- 
io, becaure it is ceriain, [hat Eitampic goes before 
Precept, (hai they (hould be illuilraied, and enfor- 
ced, by proper InHances upon each Head, dilplaying 
a; it were, befare oitr Eyes, the fatal and dreadlul 
Coafequences of net oblerving them, and the happy 
EfieCls of a contrary Prailice. 

That we have no fuch Work as yef, will, we be- 
lieve, be admitted by all ; at teaO, Nothing of ihii 
Kind has ever come to our Hands : That it is likely 
10 prove alfo of the greatcil Ufe, we conceive, wi!l 
readily be granted, by every confiderate Perfon ; 
wherefotc, until fomeihirg of this Naigre, that may 
fit more perfefl, be undertaken by an abler Per<, we 
hope the following Trentile, which it is intended 
{hall take in every one of the Ten Commandinenis, 
and that in it's fjl.'cft Latitude, and moll exienHve 
iienre and Meatiing, wilt meet with a fjvourable Ac- 
cepcance : And this we (hallendeavonr todcfcrve.by 
fpariog no Pains, to reader ii as accurate, and crm- 
plcat, as we poilibly can. 

An':*, becaufe we would willingly have i Tn tg of 
this Kind, as generally ferviceab>, as the N'iti,icof 
il will admJI, we Ihalt bring all we have to iny iifon 
ihig Siibjeft, into the Compafj ef one Pock t \ o- 
lume; though, were we to enlarge upon each (ingle 
Head, 39, Heaven know!, there is bo;hNe:J and 
Room enough, theie would be more than fjiicirn: 
Matter, for a folio of the largcft S>ze. But ws ate 
delirous toco:ifult, as much as may be, both iheCir- 
cumlUnces and Tempers cf the Generality of Read- 
ers; who, we doubt, would hardly care, to have fuch' 
a heavy Tax iaipoled upon their Pocketi, or fo te- 
dious a Task enjoined their Perfons, as either the 
Purcb.ife, or Perufal, of a Work of that Bulk, 
^|Mild bej and would confequenily avoid both the 
^Hb B 3 one 
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ose and the odi^ry by not troubling themfelvci 
sbout the Matter 4 

As, in this Pointy we haire apparently confalted 
the £afe, and Conveniency of our Readers, more 
than our own Profit^ h (hall we likewiie proceed to 
do, with Regard to the Style ; whkh, we wiU m- 
deavoury fliall deithcr be fo groveling and flat^ to 
difguH the Polite, not yet fo bigh-ftown, and GSled 
with Metaphors, or hard Words, as to be nnintelli- 
gible to the meaneft^Capacity : tn (hort, we fhall (tke 
care«o convey our MAning, in as plain^ though per- 
haps, not quite as vulgar Terms, as pofiible ; and to 
enforce it, in as perfuafive and afFe&ing, though not 
in ai learned a Manner, as the Subjed; may require^ 
or we perhaps might be able. ., 

Thus much we thought fit to premife, not only t» 
comply with the Coilom of the Times, which ren« 
dersi% in a Manner, a Thing of Courfe, and not to 
be avoided, to fay fomewhat, by Way of Introdoc* 
tion, to every new Thing that appears ; but becanfe 
we conceive it altogether proper, and neceflary, our 
Readers fliould be apprlsied, in fome Meafure, what 
they are to expeS in the fubfequent Sheets. Do 
they want Stories, that are at once morale diverting, 
and inftrudive, they may find them here, ranged un« 
der the proper Heads ; but, if they feek fuch as are 
trifling, lo^dicrous^ or loofe, we would advife them to 
look eiCewhere, they are altogether foreign to our 
Subjed. 

Our Defign is, to reftder this Book /uch a orie,, 
that it may be an ufeful and fit Preknty for a tender 
and careful Mother, to put into the Hands of her 
Children ; a good Mafter into thofe of his Appren* 
tices or Servants; an affedionate Husband, into 
thofe of his Wife ; or one hearty and fincere Friend, 
ifilQ thofe of another;, fiich a one, that any Lover„ 

whQ 
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honeftly, and hai honourable Dcfigi 
may vcty properly pot ifto the Hands of hii 
Miilrefs; bul not a lootc Dcbnuchee, inlo thofe of 
the ionoceni Maiden, whom he wan[5 to (educe 
QiOTK, Aich an one, ae will be an Incentive (o Vir- 
lue, not a Provocaiiv* to Vice, On the contrary, 
we hope, and rniemi, ii (hall be a forcible Difluaiive 
from all Sorts of evjl Praflicef. by djfplaying. at 
one View, and in the (Irongcli Light, the melan- 
' choly Tendency, ar.d dreadful Confcquencef, of all 
lUEh fataJ Courlei. 



I 



!e Book, as in a fjithfiil GUfj, th« 
At Ones of the Earth, who, though they maks 
' ■ nowlcdging a Deity, afl only in Sub-, 
leir own PaJIioni, and thole frequently 
of the vilell Sort, will fee the pernicious Effefl> of fo 
unworthy, and fo ungratfful a Procedure. We fay, 
ungrateful, for what greater Ingratitude can there 
be, than for PerfonF, whom bountiful and all gra- 
cious ProviJence has advanced, to the moll exa>ie^ 
Stations; has furrounded with Riches, Splendor,. 
Honour, and Power, on purpofe to be ii"s genuide 
SubAitutc, and fhower and diffiife Blefling' upon all 
under their Dominions j by the due and equdl Ai' 
minillration ofjufticc, wiihoiii RelpeA of Perfoni i 
by proicAing the Injured, and punifhing the Op- 
pu-fibr, however great ; by rewarding Merit, and- 
chaflifing of Offenders, of whatever Rank : What 
greater Ingratitude, we Uy, can there be, than 
for fuch Pcrfons toafl a quite contrary Part, becoMv 
quite (he Reverfe to their People; inltead of a Blef- 
iing prove the greateft of Curfes j frufiiate the De- 
figDB of bcunicous Heaven, by turning Peace and 
Plenty, into Want, Beggary, and Confufion ; fcal- 
tering Plagues ariAund ihem, like an aU'devouTin;_ 
Feflilence, in the Shape of the molt bunbenromt 
Taxes, and intolerable and enfnaring penal Lawtji 
tether with ufeJcfg Armamenis, no[ lo much a 
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tended, for the BcDefitof thofe who pay them ; ma- 
king the Throne a Protedion and Skreen for Op- 
preffion, inflead of an Afylom for the Injured and 
Opprefied ; and^ in (hort, ailing in all Things joft 
the Reverfe, of that beneficent ^ing^ whofe Repre- 
iencatives they are, or fliould be ; W hat can be 
greater Ingratitude, we repeat it once more, than 
tor fuch Perfons, who (hew plainly , by the whole 
Tenor of their Lives, that God is not in all their 
Thoughts, never content with burthening their io^ 
nocent and. willing SubjedSy with the mod exceflive 
Impofts, to perfift in the fame defperaie Courfe, 
with unrelenting Cruelty, deaf to all falutary Re- 
monflrances, till the poor haraffed Nation, finking 
under the Weight of their Calamities, and quite ex- 
hauded, becoming unable to help themfelves« fiiU 4 
Prey to the firft Invader ? 

Such Perfons there have been in the World, and 
(uch there may be again ; nay, fuch there are at 
prefent ; for what el/e is the Furj of Sfain, whom 
Heaven, in it's Wrath, has lent to be a Scourge to 
Chrifiendam ? We fay nothing of the Kings of 
Frunci and Pruffia^ though very little, if at all bet-* 
ter, than the bau^ty Parmefan : But let fuch nier- 
cilefs Tyrants, who thus a& the Part of malevolent 
Toads, and /tuA Poifon from the fame Flowers, from 
whence the beneficent Bee would extroB Honey, xt^ 
ilea, e*er it is too late, that, highly exalted as they 
are, there is ftill One above them, who can humble 
them in a Moment. 

At lead, if they are too proud, too much elate, 
and blinded with Profperity, to tell themfelves- this 
falutary Truth, this little Book, like a C&ithful 
Glafs, as was before obferved, wiU (hew them, in 
the Perfons of the high and -mighty ones, of former 
Ages, how undable, and uncertain aU fublunary 

Grandeur 
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Grandeur and Pover in and more tiptchlly, if 

ellabliflied in Tyranny and Impieiy. 

In effeiS, can any of thofe imperial Ravageri of 
Mankind, dow living, ever hope lo equal, much 
lefs to furp.ifa, ihe great end fjitious Nthucbadnix- 
x^r, either in the Grealnefs, Exienf, or Rapidity of 
iheir Conquefts ? If they cannot even flatter them- 
ielves with fiich a vain Hope, thfy would do well la 
conGder (erioufly, before they go lience, and are no 
more (een, what F-te befel him, even in the Height 
of his Profperity and Grandeur i when he had no. 
thing CO fear from Man, all hi'Enemiei being fubdued, 
and laid under his Feet. They kvould do well, we 
fay, to confider ihis ferioufly, what a melancholy 
Reverfe he experieoc'd in a Momcni, even at the 
very Inllapi, when he was applauding himfelf molt, 
on ihe Grtatitefs of his Atchievements; the Height 
and Exient of his Power \ with ihe feeming Pr.f. 
pe^, of Ihe firm and never-lo-be-lhBkea H^blilh- 
merit of his Empire. 

They would likewife do well ro refieA, at tha 
fame Timr, whether they fhould like theoif^lvc.-, lo 
undergo the fame ierr:ble, and moll fhocking Pen- 
nance ; neitiier would it be amifs for them, to lay - 
Iheir Hands upon their Heart], and ask ihemfelvci ihe 
following fetious and impoitant, though perhap^^Dot 
very pleafing QueRion». j4m I not every Moment 
liable, to the fame mortifying and iniolerdble CaUl^.. 
irophc? Does not my Conlcience afTure me, I de- 
ferve it equally .' Dare I aver, dare I even whifper 
ii to myfelf, that fuch a Thing is impoflihle; tell ■ 
the Momem I entertained tliai impious Thought, the 
Punifhmei t fhould follow, and be put into immediarc- 
Execution ^ And, if I dare not even tea myfclt . 
thus much, do I ail either f-'if'^y, or J'afdy for mylelf,'- 
io perfiiliog in the fame Courfe, of fpteading Havotk. 
aad Dcfolaiion around Ew a/if } 
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It were greatly to be wifhM, and happy for their 
Subjedls, that thefel^arple Htaimiddes woold pttt tbefe 
home and falut^ry Queftions to themfelves ; or, fince 
thift is never to be expedled, that fome of thoTe, who 
have neareft Accth to them,woald have the Honefty, 
and Courage, to prefent them with fomefuch Moni« 
tory as this, with the Page ready doobled down, fbr 
(heir Perufal ; we can^ help thinking, it might be 
attended with very good and who!efome Sffeds * 
bat, we are greatly afraid, there is as little Hope oi 
fuch Honeflyand Boldliefs, in thofe who approach 
great Princes, as there is, generally fpeaking, of meet- 
ing with Wifdom^ Homanity» and Moderationy in 
fach Princes. 

But, upon Recolle6lion, to fay the Tmth, in all 
Probability, were even fuch a bold and feithfal 
Connfellor to be founds nnlefs the Prince,, who was 
thus admonilhed, were one of a Thoufand, it might 
Dot hare all the good Confequences, which might 
otherwlfe reafonably be expedted from it ; perhaps^ 
on the contrary,, the honeil Man might be rewarded 
with Difgraqp^ nay, if it were -under an abfolute 
Government, with Death itfelf; 'for what, in Reality, 
he would deferve the higheft Hoi^ours^ and even a 
Statue of Gold ; it is not therefore to be thought, in 
the prefent Iron Age, that any one win be f<)und,. 
who will be willing to fell a Martyr to Truth, and 
the Welfare of his Country, thoagh he were fure 
ev^n to be canonized for it. This is a melancholy 
Kefleftion, but there is hardly any thing, on this 
Side the Grave,, that is without a Remedy, by an 
honed, prtidenr, and fleady Condudl y. neither is 
there wny Monarch' fo degenerate,, not even the moft. 
tyrannical, and averib to Good,, who may not be 
prevailed upon, by wholefome, bold,, and often re- 
peated Remonflrances ; and this, not out of any Re* 
gard to hi& People, or his faithful Counfellors. but 
fittt cf a tender Rcfpc^ for his own Safety, • -- 

Even. 
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E«n ihe Great Tur/i himfelf, ttan whom no 
Monarch on Earth is more arbitrary, is forced la 
fet fome Bounds to his Tyrtndj' ; or elfe, by ren- 
dering himfelf univerfally odicu!, he would foon 
find, bolh his Reign, and himfelf, very ftiort-iiv'd : 
What one honell Statefman, therefore, alone, and 
unfjpported, might not be able to effefl, a Number, 
concurring refolutely together, and animated by the 
feme Zeal, for the Welfare of their Prince and 
Counrry. would certainly be able toaccompljlli ; and 
this, ai was faid before, not out of any Change in 
faiin for the better, but in Regard to hii own dtir 
PeKon. ■ 

Should any one here fay, we advance what e« 
never be proved, becaafe iivvill never be put to ibe 
Tell, we can only arfwer, in Pity to any poor 
Country, that may happen to groan under (uch 
grUvooj Calamities, wc are heartily forry for it j 
but, (hotild he proceed yet tarther, and aver the 
Scheme itfelf is imprafiicable and romantic, and the 
^mere chimerical Produd of a vifionary Brain, we 
'fhoul(3ijcg his Pardon, and etll him, the Experiment i 
has been itied, and that many Ages ago, in ihi 
Empire ai Ci/ina; a Country entirely happy, ii 
joying ihe bell Form of Govcrimient, our owi 
^epted, of any Nation in the Uiiiverfe. J\f 

I I 
The Story is ai follows : One of the Cbiai/i Enrf 1 
perors, in former Days, being a very bally, obBiJ 
natr, imperious, and felf-oplnlonated Man, the ver 
worll Temper with which a Prince can poiSbly fi 
endued, cook it in hi' tlead, in an Affair of i' 
greateLl Moment, withcut confu'trng any of 
Man^arinti, wiih whom he oiigtii to have advji 
to aft LJreftly contrary to the eflablilhcd Rule of il 
GovcrnmEnt. Hereapon, one of the wifeft, i 
greateftofthe Mandan,,,,. ihmking himfelf boil 
in Duty To to do,- WHiied upon hii Imperial i 
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and frankly feminded him, though in the moll rc- 
Cpeilful Terms, of what he ihoughi an Error in his 
Condufl; laying before him, at the fame Time, 
without any Referve, what, he apprehended, woald 
be the pernicioua Confcquences of his pejMing any 
longer therein, 

The Ch'iRift Emperors are all abfolute Princes, and 
have DO other Check upon their Aftians, than (hefe 
Two} the being obliged lo fubmit lo the Hearing 
of [heir Faults, while Jiving; and being certain cf 
baving them tranlinitied down to Pafteriiy, to their 
eteinai infdmy, when dead, TheCe may be thought, 
perhaps, by mull People, but very jnconfiderable 
Redrainis, and a poor Counter -balance agiinil unli> 
mited Sway : But, letfuch People be lold, that ihc 
f rinces, who are fo void of all Shame, to break 
through thefe without Remorfe, and are not ai all 
.concerned, what will be (aid of them hercEfter, wiU 
make no Scruple, and will loon iind Wayg and 
Means, by the Help ol fuch abandoned, profligate 
Fiatteiers, as all Courti abound with, to break 
through any other Obftacles whatever : And, as io- 
cSiAaal as thefe may feem, the iirll of them alone, 
namely, the hearing their own Faulis told them, is 
Juchb <jne, as never an abfolute Prince, ai prefenr, in 
ChrifitKiltm, wouW patiently iobraii to ; it were well 
if (ome limited Princes could be induced to bear it, 
with any Manner of Temper. 

To return from whence we have digreSed : The 

Emperor belore mci itontd, was one of thofc, who 
was nut cif a Humour, to tnink he could be in the 
wrong; wlerefcce, inllead of diiniiffing the fiithfat 
Counlellor wi h Thanks, si.d Rewards, fur hii ho- 
neH and (alutiry Re.rcnftraiLCe, and rrforming his 
own Londuft, he ordered him to be put to Death for 
bit Inlolcnce. Bui what hficSi had this unadvifed 
Cruelij , iitd monllioui Injkiiiice, upon the virtuaui, 
[cfaluct. 
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refolute, and urnjiunied Chiiiefi? The very next 
- Day, another ManJarint appeared ; demanded Au- 
dience : made [he Tame Remonflrance^, or to the 
lame Parpofc i and cheaifull/ undccwcnc the rinu 

ra«. . 

Notwithftandingiliii Birbarily, and thefi: Exara»l 
plea, DOtdeierr'd fiom doing bis Duty, by [heir Fate, 
the Day fijUowing, a third Mandarine toctc upon 
(limfelf the fame angraieful and dangeious Ta&ki 
10 Ihew, at the fame Time, thai he expected Eo 
Mercy, but that be willingly devoted himrelf to 
Death, for ihe Wel&re of his Conntty, he ordered 
hit Hearfe to attend him in Mourning, and wait at 
ihe Palace-Gate! He then went boldly up lo the 
Emperor, and (inding refpedfLiI Remon II ranees 
would not work upon bim, told him. In plain 
Terms, ;/ be did not rifirm lis Condua. bit Reign 
•would he banded doivn otils future Jgii, lit ihe mojl 
fiameful Cehuri, of anu thai tiiir yet dlfgraced thi 
Cbmniaeso/CHltiA. Hereupon the Tyrunt, exaf- 
peraied at this uncourtly Freedcm, which indeed was 
the highell Proof of the moll exalted and intrepid 
Virtue, not content with barely puuinghim 10 death, 
ordeied him to expire, under ibe moll ex^uifite ToSt I 
turei, ,*■ 

This Example of ihe utmofl Brutality, and molt 
unrelen:ing Oljftiiiacy, one would have thought, 
would have been more tlian fufficiert, to deter any 
one from venturing to take his Pl^ce ; at leall, we 
are fure, it would have' been To in any Eurnfiait 
Country; but it had a t^uite difFc'reni Eft^d), upon 
thofe never -to-be -tufficien iy-admired Heroes, and 
Patriots, the Mandarimi oi China. In lliort, upon thij, 
the whole venerable Body of the Survivors aSemblcd, 
to deliberate about wbai wa& (O becione, in fo ticklilli, 
and yet fo important an Affiir: They were notlong, 
hawcfcr, in their Deliberatiom; for ihey fooncam» 
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to this generoas Refolution, that, whatever miglft 
be the Confequence to themfelves, they woafd never 
;^uietly (ee their Prince periift in a CoddadI, which 
muH relief Drihonour upon himfelf and the Nation, 
and was diametrically contrary to the Maxims and 
Policy of their, Empire. 

This being finally determined, it was then con- 
cluded, to decide by Lot, what Members ihoald go 
next, and wait upon the Tyrant ; accordingly every 
Man readily went, as it came to his Turn, did his 
Duty, and underwent the Penalty. In fiiort. Num- 
bers of them went, and bravelv fuffered Death ; bu^ 
at laf^, the favage Obftinaty of the Tyrant was over, 
come : It is more than probable, he began, though 
fomewhat of the lacef^, to refledl, that if he went on 
thus. Day by Day, to exterminate that venerable 
Body, who were refpedled and loved throughout the 
Empire, his Reign would become aniverfally odious ; 
and the People would rife, as one Man, to extirpate 
him and his. 

However that /be, he thought fit, hereupon, to 
teform his Condudl, and even to eredl mod magni- 
ficent Monuments, at a vail Expence, over the Graves 
of thofe glorious Patriot s^ whom he had io inhumanly 
butchered : Bat, though he thereby paid the due Ho- 
nours to their Memory, all the Power whereof he 
was poiTefled, could not reftore to Life, tho(€ /aitbfitt 
and btroic SubjeSIs, who had given fo undoubted a 
Prooif, how little they valued their Interefts, or even 
their Lives, when put in Competition with their 
Bonour^ and the Good of their Country, As little 
Could this poor Compenfacion wafh out the indelible 
9(din, his more than favage Cruelty, to thefe Mar-* 
tyrs for the Caufe of Virtue^ entailed upon his own 
Memory. 

•Efgging 
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Begglrg Psrd&n for this Digrcffion, which, nevef- 
thelefs, is not without it's Ule, and moral InllruflioP, 
for thofe whom h moll coricerns ; and the like ta 
which, we fhall fometiitieEdefignedly make, merely 
to enliven our Subject: which confifting wholly of ■ 
religious and moral Rtfleftlons, would othefwife. we 
arc afraid, appear inflpid and tedious, to the Gene- 
rtlity of our Readers; we fhall now refume the 
Thread of our Difcourfe. In thi) Utile Book, then, 
fach Hfodt a; thefe will be made to know, there is 
One above them, who ij able to punifh them yet' 
worfe. than they can, the moR hited 0/ their wretched 
Subjefl!. In this little Treatife, ihofe word ofSa- 
Tages, who make Millions miferable, whom by all 
rtc Ties of Doty, and Graiiiude, they ought to llu- ' 
dy to render happy, far the poor Saii;faflion of 
extending their Dominions, will fee, in the Example 
of jllrxan^tr, what are the melancholy and fLit^ 
Confequences, of fo inhuman s Procedure; as the 
Faiy of Spain may learn, ftom the Fate of her 3ifter 
Simiramis, what (he may reafonflbly txpefl, for ha- 
ving To long triumphed, in being the common In- 
cendiary of Cbrijleiidam. In Ihort, in thefc Sheet*, 
thofe haughty Spitus, who expefl their Whims anfl 
Fancies to be campljed with, as a Law, though ne- 
ver fo unreafoiiabic, or, ccfnitary to the divine Willi 
and thereby plainly (hew ihemklvei Violators of 
ihc FirJ} Command, (fiocc they are fo far from wor- 
iiipplng the true God alonr, that they make all 
their reigning PaHlons their Gods, for the Time 
prefcnt,] will fee the deplorable Ifl'ue of fo fcnlelefa^ 
impious, and unwarratiiable a Behaviour. 

Under this Head win likewife, jaflly, be compre^ 
faended, all the inordinate Lovers, and Purfuer:, of . 
Pleafute, Honour, Riches, and Power; and ihey 
will, accordingly, iind amply difplay'd, in ihii Trea- 
tife, all the miferable Efie£ls and Confcquences of 
ittch their Putfuiis. Neither is this any more than 
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Jufiice ; for, can any one deny, that Mark Anthony, 
who for the Sake of Cleopatra^ chat is^ of a balJB 
Jilfy and Scrampet, Sacrificed his Country, Wife, 
Children, Honour, every Thing, nay; evtn his own 
Life ; made her his God, and became thereby, vi* 
fibly, a Tranrgrefibr of the Firft Commandment. In 
)iis ^tal Cataftrophe, therefore, the Swnfualift majr 
evidently fee, the End of fach a Cpndui5l, and Vio* 
lation oi the divine Law. 

• • 

Agaip, Can any one doubr, that the wicked Ha* 
man, who, thongh pofieiTed of the highefl Honours 
uiiderJbafutrus^ could not reft fatisfied, nor contented 
therewith, as long as the iingle Mordecai refufed to 
bow and reverence him; and whofe Wrath was fo 
implacable, on id flight a Provocation, that, not 
thinking his Death alone a fufficient Atonement, he 
could not 6e appeafed, till he had contrived to extir- 
pate the whole Race of the Je'W4 ? Can any one, we 
fay, doubt, whether this impious Wretch, in thefe 
Inftances, was guilty, or nor, of the Breach of the 
F/Vy? Command? Did he not, thereby,. plainly, pay 
more Regard to his offended Pride, and Reven|;e, 
than to God ? And is not this, evidently^ aViolatioo 
of that Law ? From this £xamp-e, then, every fuch 
Criminal may learn the fatal Confe^uences of that 
Sio. 

In the like Manner, tvtty Mifer, who fordidly 
worfliips his Bags» regardlefs of any other Thing, 
either in Earth or Heaven, will find in this Treatife, 
that he thereby mi only incurs the Guilt of Theft, 
and frequently c^ Murder, but aifo of infringing this 
Law I Jo that by one and the fame fhameful Vice, 
he at once is guilty ^f the Breach - of the Firft ^ Sixths 
and Eighth Commandments : He will like wife fee 
therein, the difmai Confejquences and Punifhment 
of that groveling Sin ; happy, if he thereby takes 
Warning, and renounces it for the future. Neither 

i* 
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U the alpiriiig after more Power ihan is \twftx\, that 
inotdinace DiArf, which is in a Manner inU'rwoven, 
inore or Ids, inio the Canfliiutton of mcft Men, lefs 
heioous ID ihe Sigbl of Heaven, ihnn any of the Sins 
before mentioned, being equally a Tranrgreflion of the 
fame /ir/? Commantlmenii as all may be convinced, 
by the woful End of Aiariut, Syila, Pomfiy, Julmi 
C^far. Mark Anthiny, Crajiis, and divers others : 
But, whflt need we go fo far, for Examples, how 
odious this Vice is in Goo's Eyr ; when our o«a 
Hiftory will fo amply furnifh us witn them, fince the 
Refarmaiion ; and efpecially, in the mournlul Ca- 
tallrophes of moll of the Princci, of ifae vifarluitatt 
iloufi of Siuart ? 

Topafion, from the Breach ofthe i^rjf to that 
of the Stcaad Ca.Timandmcnt, though, pethaps, 
very few ol our Countrymen, the Rcm,in Catboiiih' 
excepted, may be guilty of the Violation thereof! 
yet, it will be far from needlefs, for us to expatiate a 
iiitle thereon, as the belt Pretervative againft the 
snful Delufions of the Papifii, who are Tranfgrei^ 
fori of it 10 a Man i and that, in ai grofs a Manaer* 
as ever the Ji^i were of old : Thii will be the more 
DEedful, at the Emillaries of Rome, are the moft 
indefatigable People uoder the Sun, in endeaVourioE 
10 giin over Profflyies, to their falfe Religion ; and 
we are credibly informed, to our Shame he it fpokca, 
with no fraall Succefi. 

In this little Treatife, then, oil the^, who are any 
wilu wavering in their Minds, and inclining ihaC 
Way, may fee, as it were, at one Ginnce, how fe- 
verely that ancient Nation, whom Gtd honoured 
with the Title.-'flPllIs own peculiar People, fmarted 
for their impiety io this Point i they will find hitn 
verily to have been & jtalaut Gad, as he calls bjm- 
(e'f; and that heconcioually wateli'd over ihem, for 
£vil, and not for Good ; until, by their hearty Re- 
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jientancey and Amendmenty they were rcconcifed to 
Jum ; and, as he k tmcbangiable, as well as atmighty ; 
ibi he is the £ime Yefterday, To-day, and for ever ; 
let them confider ferioufly, before they embrace that 
Religion, whether he is likely to wink at that Sin, in 
them, which drew down fach heavy Judgments op- 
onhis own People: And, if this Confideration will 
sot prevail on them, to contiaue ftedfaft in the Re- 
Hgioo» wherein they were educated, they are to be 
given over as abfolutely incorrigible. 

To go on to the Tahiti Commandment, fbrjhe 
roBtinoal Breach of which, the Britijh Nation are 
fo infamouHy noted; in this little Treatife^ all they^ 
who are given thereto, and are not altogether har- 
dsittdin Iniqaity, wiU iiie the dreadfa) Jadgn6nt8» 
Aat» in all Ages, have fallen upon sholir, who havt 
fcees greatly addided to it ; and, if this will not 
wean them from a Vice, which b, of all others, moft 
incsDCoiable, as no Temptation can be pleaded id 
Mitigation of it, they mofi be flrangely befotted to 
•& indeed. 

7V> proceed from hesce to the l9urth^ whmh h 
tiie laft Precept, of the firft Table, and which is 
sow, almoft as openly, and commonfy broken, and 
with as little Shame or Remprfe, as the nhrdi in 
this little Treatife, all thofe Prophaners of theLofd^s 
Day, now fet a-part, hy Chriftiansy to be obferved, 
inftead of the antient Sabbath, will fee the fatal 
Confeqiiences, of foch an impious Courfe of Life ; 
and, when they find, not only that they cannot rea- 
Ibni^Iy expeA any Blefling, as long as they perfift 
therein ; bot^tbat it is the conftant Inlet to all other 
Vices^ as too many Hundreds'^lRaiTe grievoufly la* 
Biented at the Gallows, it is to be hoped, it will 
work a Reformation in them ; for, if it does not, it is 
inach to be feared, that Nothing will. 

As 
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At tbe next Precept that follows, ramelj-, the 
Fi/ib, ii the outy Commandment wuh a Proiijfe; 
and Si moll Folks are •Jeliroui of a long Life, it h 
greatly lo be wondereid at. if niiural Affciiion it- 
telf were not fufficient to bitid them, that this Con- 
iideraiioo alone daa not prevent fa many from bei:^ 
guilty tlitrcofi but, lince wcfat Experience daily 
Uitvii, it doet cot, lee Inch 0£;nderi know, they 
wil! iind, in this little Tteatife, (hat our heavenly 
Father watches, with a jealous Eye, over Oilcncei 
sgainii this Law j and ihat, sf, on one Hand, he liath 
piomifed long Life to the Obfrrvcr j of it, fo, on the 
other Hand, it is tacitly to be uoderftood, in ihcfantt 
Fromife. that he who fails iheieof, and negle^ thit 
Duty, (hall be foon cut off: and, accordingly, it bss 
frequentiy been remarked, as may be fecn in this 
Trcaiife, that tbey, who have been notorious Of- 
ftudert in this Point, have come doi only to im> 
limely, bu[ generally alfo to ihameful Ends. 

Of the Three next Cammaadmeoii, namely, the 
Sixd, Siwiil/, and Eighib, as ii ii admitted on all 
Hands, that che Crimei therein prohibited, %>>«. 
Marthir, AJulltry, and 'Ihift, are moft heinous Siof, 
and that they daily cr; to Heaven for Vengeance ; 
■s, likewife, it cannot be denied, notwith (landing 
this is gener<<l]y granted ; nay, notwithUanding the 
law has made them all highly penal, that ihey 
reign greatly in ihialiiiful N.-itionj it will fgrely be 
■llowed, equally, that too much cannot be laid, to 
Jhew the Enormity of them j nor too many Argit- 
■nencs u'ed, or Examples quoted, of Juilgmenis be- 
jilling the OiFenders agaicli each, in order to deter 
others, from treading in the lame wicked Steps, 
But this is not alt, that will be done in thisliitla 
Treariie ; for many, who may look therein, an4 
who never {ufpefted themfelves, to have been guilty 
of either of ihefe horrid Crimes, will find them- 
felves condemn'd, equally, with the aftual and open 
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Tranfgreflbrs ; and cqoaUy liable to the divine 
Wrath, unlefs they prevent it, by a hearty and fia- 
cere Repentance. 

Bur, notwithSanding the acknowledg'd Enormiry 
of the Vices forbidden by the three foregoing Com- 
inandmentSi which is greatly heightened, by their 
being the mod detrin»enul to, and deftrudtive of 
Society, we very mach queftion, whether that which 
IS prohibited, by the next Precept, namely, Lyingj 
Bearing falfe Witnefs^ and efpecially Perjury^ which 
is an Ofience equally againft the Nintb and ntrd 
Commandments, and confeqaently a complicated 
Crime, is not rather more heinous, more deltrodlive 
of Society, and has not cryM more loudly to Hea- 
ven for Vengeance, efpecially of late Years, fince 
the paffing of the A6t againft Cortuptionj and the 
great Increafe of* the penai Lamos, In this little 
Treatife, therefore, our Readers will find, theEnor- 
JQiiity.and Hatefulnefs, of that deteftable and abomi- 
nable Sin, fdlly difphiyM, in it*s proper Colours; 
with the fevcre Judgments, which it hath pleafed 

'Providence itielf, to inflift upon fuch odious Mif- 
creants, amply fet forth, and properly remarked up- 
on.; and this, in order to deter all, who are not quite 

■ harden^ in Iniquity, from committing that helliih 
and execrable Vice. 

. Come we now to the laft Commandment, which 
is rather a Summary, or Abridgment of all thofe of 
the Second Table, that is, all thofe relating to our 
Neighbour, than a fingle Precept: Wh^t we arc 
to coned, in genera^ from thence, is, that we arc 
thereby forbidden to do any Thing, which may be 
an Injury, or Detriment, to our Neighbour, that 
i?, any Man living. For Inftance, Were a Mao 
ilrongly to covet his Neighbour's tloufe, it might 

'pot him upon contriving fome Way, to get it from 

nim ; which, in any Cafe, would be a great Injury, 

' though he were but a yeariy Tenant ; and in fome 

t - ,. Cafes, 
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Cafes, it wQuld be a downright Robbery, and Op^ 

preiTion: Were he to covet his Wife, it might put 
him upon entieavouring to d^^bauch her, which would 
be Adultery ; and if he could rot prevail that Way, 
it might even put him upon Muider ; qdJ (he fams 
may bef^ii}, upon each of the other Articles : Undcf- 
this Head, therefore, our Reader will find, a Sort 
of Recapitulation of what has been faid before. 
Relation to the Duiies of the Second Tabic ; together 
with Tome Additions, to (uch Pointi as had been tou- 
ched too nighily ; and a Supplement, 10 what had 
been either oiniited, orforgoiien. 

Thus have we laid before our Reader}, a (hort 
Sketch of what they are to expefl in the Body of 
this Work ; from whence they m:iy be able, is ■ 
good Meafure, to judge of the whole ; aslikewile ol 
tlie great Ufefulnefs ofthis Undertakipg : To whicb) 
thenfore, we (hall only add, thai it fhallnotbe our 
Fault, if it is not as co-npleai, ss the Size ofiht 
Book win admit ; and that, we hope, they will givfl 
it a favourable Reception, till they meet with fcmCr 
thing more perfect of the Kind, to fupply ii'a Place. 
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0/ ^S^ ^oifi a»ii had Confe^enea (f the 

Oifervance, or Non-obfervance ef the 
Firft Cotnmandnupt. 

H E cxcrwrdioary PoBii\'aDd unwu-. 
] rallal'd MijcA];, with which the Pro- 
] mutgation of ibe ?>» Ctminamltktnti, 
I called otberwife, by (bmc^ the JI/m-a/ 
. Laio, aod the Dtceingui, was attend- 
sil «d ; ud the iBcjpreffible I}rcfl(l,whj<:h 
it fliurk (nto-theHEfrt),of the whole people ai l/~ 
rati; the terrible Thunderings and Lighteoingi; the 
Moaotain fmoaking fearfully, at if all in Flames: 
and trembling ezcefiively, as in an Earthquake { 
with the Smoke afcending from it, as from a valt 
fiery Furnace; the exceeding loud Voice of the 
Trumpet, which undoubtedly had (omething in it 
Inconceivably dreadful, and was indifpucably the 
fame Trump of the Archangel, whofe awful and 
piercing Sound, we are alTured, Qiall one Day wake 
the Dead ; ihe^flrid and cxprefa Charge, that 
Bound* fhould be (^ aboaf the Mount, and that none 
' of the People, nay, not even a Brnte Bcall, (hould 
fo much as touch the Border o[ itj on Fain ofDeathi 
jhough they had all been &n£tified before, accord- 
ing to God's Diretiion, and by hit immediate Com- 
maad : All thefe Circumflances, wefay, of uncommon 
Dignity and Tciror, wherewic^the Delivery of thit 
Law 
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Law was udicr'd in, and accompanied, logethot 
uiih thai amazing Condcfcenfion, of our Great, 
Criator, in Writing it, with hij own Finger, upoB 
Two Tables of Sione, were certainly intended, bpf 
the infinite WirJam of the Mmigbiy, to imprint ihf 
greater Reverence for ir, in their Hearts, and to rU 
vet it the deeper, in their Memorto. 

Nor were all thete Precautions unnecelTarf, ai 
merely for ihe Sake of Form, or the greater Pomp, 
31 we' iind immediately afcerwardt ; no, that all- 
wife Bsing, who knew befl, of what perverie Teim 
pers, that ftilF-necked Generation were compounded, 
thought ail linie enough, to keep them within the 
Limi!j of their Duty; and prevent their perilhing, 
bv their Pronenefs to Difobedience, and Rebeiiion. lit 
liffcfl, awful and terror-firiking aa they werf, thejt 
were not all even fuificietit, to reftrain that htadftrong 
Nation, from abfolute Idolatry, for fo Ihorl a SpaM 
as full fix Vfitki I no, notwitbllanding it appearqJ 
Ihe Voice of the Lord was fo dreadful, that ih^ 
cry'd anXQ Mo/es, " Speak ibeu'tuilb ui, enJ lui luSf 
'" /fear, but lei nm Coo J)ieak luilb sj, /(/? tue tfye, 
Niy, [hough we are r»prelaly told," Ihe Sight ^ 
" lbs Glory of the Lord oivij like Jtvaunng Sin, em 
" the 7bp Bf the Mcunt, in the Eyts of the Cbiliiriii ^ 
" Ifrael." NotwithUanding all this, we fay, yet no 
fooner were thefe Terrors removed from them, in 
[ome Meafure, than ihcy forgot ibem ; and, upon 
Mii/ei not coming to them within forty Days, their 
Patience being qtiite worn out, they cry out pee- 
vilhly to Aaron. - l/p. make ut Gcdi, inhUhfiall 
" g" before ui; fur, as fat this Moses, the Man that 
" brought us up oHt of the Land yEgypt, fie •uitt 
'* not tvbai ii became of him'' 

And this their MurniLring was the more remark- 
able, and inexcufable, as it plainly appears, from 
tiie facrcd Stoiy, that the Glory of the Lord^ a"d 
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tbe Cloudy remained all the while upon the Moant ; 
(6 that, unlefs they were either fo tvickeif^ to think 
the God of Mercy was a cruel Behig^ and had called 
Mofis thither to deftroy bim i or Jo nueak^ to imik- 
ginc he could not enable him to live fo long wtth-^ 
out eating, and confequently, that he had died for 
Want of Food ; they nnoft knew, he wat ftill with 
their Great Creaicr, and therefore, of Cburfe, under . 
his Almighty Proteflion. 

This their unaccountable and abominable Rebel- 
lion, and Idolatry, coft the Lives of Three Thou^ 
land of the I/rae/ites ; and well was it, that they efcap*d 
fo, after having thus grievoufly provoked that good 
Goo, who had fo lately and miraculoufly delivered 
them, with a high Hand, and out-ftretch'd Arm* 
from the Tyranny of their Egyptian Task-Mailers. 
However, Mo/es having ftood m the Gap^ and turn* 
ed away the divine Anger, by his Prayers ; his Zeal 
for GoD*8 Honour ; and the Sacrifice of ThreeThoa- 
fand of his Brethren ; the Almighty^ ever merciful 
and gracioof , condcfcended again, to write the fame 
Law, on Two other Tables of Stone; the Two firft 
having been broken by Mofes, though, ocherwife^ 
the meekefl Man on Earth, in his Indignation 
againll the IfraeHtes, for this their heinous, and 
inexcufable Offence. Thus much we thought pro<* 
per to premife, concrrning the awful Solemnity, 
wherewith the firfi Publication, of this divine Law, 
was accompanied ; in order to remind fuch of our 
Readers, into whofe Hands this may chance to fall, as 
don't much trouble themfelves with looking into 
that old fafhioned Book, the Bible, of the Dignity 
of the Almighty L^ijlator^ and the unrcferved 
Obedience, they are bound to pay to it : Pafs we 
now on to the Commandments themfelves, as they 
follow, fucceflively. 

And 
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And here the £ril Thing to be remarked, i% the 
Preface with which it is introduced i I am tht Lord 
thy God, •u;A« brpught thee out of the LafiJ ^E^ypr, 
cmt of the Ht»ife ^Bondage, Upon which we (hall 
only obferve, that Great and Almighty as the God qf 
^Wwas, is, and ever fhaU be, yet he vouchfafed 
to aflign five Reafons, why he expeded,and required 
of them Obedience to thofe his Commands. Fhjf^ 
I am the Lord ; now the Word Lord always implies 
the having Dominion over his VaiTals ; but it is like* 
wife to be noted » he does not fay /hy but the Lor^ ; 
the Lord by way of Eminence f the only one, who 
has any real Right to that Title; as fuch, therefore, 
he had an undoubted CJ^im, not only to their Obe- 
dience, but that of the whole World. 

However, as If not thinking this fufficient to fa« 
tisfy fuch a headilrong People, he adds thereto ay^- 
con'y, the Lord thy God. Now, what is the Idea we 
affix to the Word God ? Is it not, that it fignifies a 
Being, every Way greatly fuperior to any Man what- 
ever; and, coniequently, intitled to a different and 
more exalted Kind of Homage, and a more anliirit- 
ed Obedience ? That this b fo, was allowed, even 
by the ^ifeji Htathins, thoueh enlightened only by 
the Light of Nature ; accordingly, they rightly di* 
Ainguiihed between the Obedicnce,^ due even to the 
greaieU of their Princes, and that to be paid to thofe^ 
whom they worlbipped miilakcnly as Gods. 

Of this the Philofophcr, Culiflbenes, gave a me- 
morable and noble £xamplc, when required to 
worihip the greateft Prince that ever was, Ortmcly^ 
Alexander th^ Great: ** There is r wide Ditfertnce, 
** faid that honeft and *wife Man^ ivith a generous 
** Freedom nvhich afterwards cofi him huLtfe^ between 
** the Reverence to be paid the Gods, and that due 
•* to Men The former requires Temples, Altars, 
'* Prayers, and Sacrifices ; the latter is confined ro 

. C *« Pralfes 
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«« traifcs only, and awful Refpcdl : We bov^ to th« 
** htccr, awd look upon it as glorious, to pay them 
♦« Submiffion, Obedience in Things lawful, and 
<« Fidelity 5 bat we adore the former, appoint Fe- 
«« ftivals to their Honour, and fing Hymns and rpi« 
** ritual Songs to their Giory. ^/rx^ro^/r would be 
« jullly offended, fliould we pay to another the 
*^ Homage due to him alone ; and ot)ght we not to 
*' dre^d, the Indignation efthe Gods ttsmuch^fiiould 
•* we beftow upon Mortals the HonourS| to which 
•• they only havea jaft Claim? '* 

This being the Idea which has in all Ages been 
aftxed to the Word God, this fecond Claim to their 
Obedience Was yet flronger than the firll, as it was 
to be unlimited: But ilill, our All wife Creator, as 
foreknowing even this Plea would be too weak with 
fuch a fliff-necked and rebellious Generation, fub^ 
joins a ihird, thy God ; That is, not zflrange God, 
but thy own peculiar Deity ; hatdly known to any 
but thee, O Ifrael! Not a God thon never heardeft 
of before, but the G?^ of thy Forefathers, \Sfraham^ 
Jfaac^ and Jacfh ; nay, the God of Power, as I have 
fhewn» by the Plagues miraculoufly fent upon Fha-^ 
raoh^ and the Egypticmsj thy Perfecutors. Miracles ! 
not only Turpaffing the Art of KfaHi but even the 
Force of Nature ! Vet again he gracroufly adds a 
Iburth Coniideration ; as if he had faid. What, is not 
all this enough to move thee, neither is my Power 
Sufficient to awe thee ? Well ! then let my Goocf- 
nefs melt thee ! Accordingly he fubjoins, ivho 
brought thee out of the Land ^Egypt ; that is, out of a 
Country where thou waft a Stranger, and Sojourner, 
where thou wad only upon Sufiieraoce, and ha^lft 
not any Thing thou couldefl call thine own ; and 
that to bring thee into a Land flowing with 
Milk and Hooey. Yet once more, as knowing all 
this would be too little, and as if he had faid, if 
Xjoodnefs and Promlfes won*t do, let Gratitude move 

thy 
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thy bard H«rrt, he adds, as a fifth, acd moft power- 
f\x\ Motive with ai^ geaerous Mind, Out of the 
Hvufi ^f B%wU^ : That is, who have been thy 
BeMverer, and have brought thee by open Force, 
out of a Place^ where thou waft treated with the ut* 
mod Cruelty and Barbarity ; where Life irrtif was 
a Burthen, bc^aufe of the Inhumanity of thy Op- 
prellbrs ; where thou waft obliged to become the 
Mnrtherer of thine own Spn ; where thou waft even 
compelled to make Brick, without being fupplicd 
with the neceflary Materials. 

Good and Gracious God ! waft thou obliged thus 
to argue with Worms of the Earth, the Work cf 
ihy Hands, in opdier to prepare them to receive thy 
Law! Alas! well might the Royal Pfalmill fay,, 
•* H^hmt is Man that thou art mindful of him^ or the 
« Sim 9fM4m that tbau fvtfit)^ him ?" Well! the 
Almighty Creator of Heaven and Earth, and ^11 
Things therein, having thus prepared the Way for 
the Reception of his Law, proceeds to declare 
his firft Commandment, Thou (halt have no 

OTHER GOPS BUT MI. 

We have already obierved, that the Service due 
nnto'^God, is the moft exalted, to which we ought 
to have added^ and the rooft fubtniftive kind of 
Homage, that can pciTibly be paid ; the nofi exalted^ 
2\ it is an Honour and a Privilege for us to be al« 
low'd to p«y it; and the n:ofi fubmijlve, 9s it ex- 
tends to Adoration, and the dedicating M the Fa- 
culties of our Body and Soul, together with all- we 
poffcfs, nay,.ei%n Life itiblf, if needful, to his U(c. 
We have hkewife obferved, that we are to'puy hlni 
the moft unlimited Obedience; which implies two 
Things ; firft, that ,we are never to ftand difpuang 
his Will, as'foon as we know it is fo, however 
gricvouSMtmay be to Flefh and Blood; andytrW- 
^, that we are ncH to run counter ro what wc are 
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afiared isfo, opoo any Account whatever; no, not 
at the Defire of the dearefl Friend ; not at the 
Command of the mod abfolute Tyrant ; not tofave 
one's £(la;e ; nor even one's Life, if at. Stake, with 
thofe cf our whole Family. 

This being premifed^ it is Very evident it is fuch 
an Obedience as could not be cxadled from us^ by 
the greateft Prince that ever lived ; fincc Princes 
are only to cxpeA Obedience to fuch Commands 
^ as are lavcful in the Sight of fieaven. It is 
likewife equally evident, that as Ur as we fall 
/hort of this onHmited Obedience, fo far we full 
fhort of our Duty to God ; and it alfo follows from 
hence, that if this Failure arifes^ from our Regard, 
either to our own PafIions« or to any created Being, 
we thereby, as much as in us lies, dethrone God, 
and fubditute another Deity in his Place, at leafi for 
that Time. 

#• 

For Inftancr, when a Man through Lttfi, Avarice^ 
jimhition, Re*Qenge, or any other raffion, is induced 
to ad, in djred Contradiflion to, and open Defiance 
of the Divine Law, in order to gratify that Dar- 
ling Sin, is it not evident, that by obeying the Dic- 
tates of hi:i Paflion, rather than the CommanJs of 
God, he thereby fubflitutes that Paflion in God*s 
Place 5 for, what fays the Scripture ? Hu Servants 
yt are to ivhom ye obey, Rom. vi. i6. And our 
blefled Siviour himfelf fays, Te cannot ferve God 
«ff/^ Mammon. 

The Reafon is plain ; becaufe their Service is in- 
compatible, their Commands being dired!y contra- 
ry to each other; \U therefore, we ferve Mammon^ 
we thereby m:ike him our Deity, and are guilty of 
the Breach of the Firft Comi^andment : By this 
unerring and infallible Rule, therefore, wc may 
judge whether we hafe, or have not, violated this 

Law ; 
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; »nd if we bring oarfdves fair!/ (o this Teft, 
much :o be qatflioned, whether *e (hall not 
^I find ourfelves to have bfcn Tranfgrrflbn st 
; Time or other: Happy is ihe Man, whofc 
Jaolcience can acquit him apao this Head! 

^Neither will it at all mend the Matter, to plead, 
P^licn we have done any Tbing iTpu),nint [o Iht ■ 

Law, thai it was in Obedience lo there ir" 

jathority over u; ; not (hough it were the mod a. 
Muie Monarch in the Univeriej Iwciufe our Ob«j, 
to earthly Princes mull alwayi be iubordu 
_ ) our Duty lo rhe g""/ King cf }Sngs ; ai 
■ denever the ore cl^fhej with the other, we s_ 
Jways to pref.T the laittr ai a!I Events; Thof 
(taiefmen, who, to curry Fjvour wiii] their Sovi 
reigDi, hiimtur their Paffiofi) tt the Enpercc i 
every Thing that is virtuous and Iftudabl'-, throwing 
off all Humanity, and (acriliclng every Thing ihtti 
«» in their Way ihereto, wouIJ do well ta rcmim^-4 
^ ihb. ■ 

As little wiM \i avail us, to pretend we afted (hut* I 
in c^mpliarce witli any lii;man Liwi i and morcA 
erpecially, if fnch Lawi bave been obtained by coivl 
rupi and unju!liiiab:e PniflicM, is has been the Cifita 
in former Times, and is now in miny i'lacci. ForV 
Inlbnce, were Perfecuiion to be here eiUblilh'd bjr f 
Law, ai it wu formerly, it would Utile arai), cither J 
the Judge or Jury, in the next World, when they^ 
had cDndemnedan Innocent Man, for worniipping 
Gud according to his owa Confcience, to allcdge 
they did it sccuiding tQ I.:)W. 



When ihofe wicked Prince! of Baij/w, wlin en- 1 
vied Danitl, on account of hii Advancemeni over 1 
tlieiti, «nd enjoying the King's Favour, accufcd him ] 
of having violated the Royal Decree, they cert; 
ic Tiuch i and whCD, in Obedienca the 
C'3 
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they had him caft into the Den of Lions, they un« 
doubiedly adted according to Law, and Daniil was 
adlualiy a TranrgreiTor thereof ; notwithilandin^g 
M^hich, they were, without Dispute, guilty of wii/ul 
Murder ; and alfo of breaking thejbnll ConiinaDd« 
tncn^ in promoting the Promulgation of fo impious 
a Decree : AnH, accordingly, they foon afterwards 
defervedly received the due Reward of Murderers ; 
failing into the fame Snare which they had laid for 
the Innocent. But we do cot only offend againd 
this Latvff by paying greater Obedience to the Com- 
mands of any other, or to the Dictates of our own 
Paffions, than to the Divine Mandates, but when we 
love^ fear^ or truft in, and rely on any other Per- 
fon, or Thing, more than Goo. 

There is jt% another very grofi TraA%re(Iion of 
Ihfs Law, which, ncvertiidefs^ does not properly 
onne under any of thefe Heads ; this is the heinous 
Sin of Athiifmy if indeed there is fuch a Thing as an 
nBual AtheiJ} in the World, whereof we are in fon:c 
Doubt. The Atheiil,.indeed, cannot firiflly be faid 
to have any other Gods than the Lord of Heaven 
and Earthy becaufe he pretends not to acknowledge 
any; and even denies the Exiflence.cf any fuch Be- 
ing : But, thoDgh the Fir& Cominandment is fo exr 
prefTed in the Decalogue, it is more fully and clcar«> 
ly rxp'aincd by Mofes, Deut, vi. 4, 5, Hear^ O J/- 
taclf the Lord our Goo is »ne L.orx>. ^W ihou 
jhok lon;t the Lord thy God 'wUh all thine Heart, 
4ind wi/h all thy Stul^ and ^*ith all thy Might. Now 
k is very evident, the Athfifi^ who does not acknow- 
ledge any fuch Being, can never be faid to love him, 
and confequently is a grofs and heinous Tr an fgref- 
for cf this Precept. 

Having thus laid before our Readers the full Ex- 
ten: of this Cammandment, proceed we, now^ to 
give fome Examples of ^he dreacful Confcqaeoces, 

generally , 



generally attending the Breach of it ; and the hap- 
py Effefts of a due Obfervance thereof. The firft 
memorable Example we meet in Hiftory, cf an 

hdnoUs and hirdcncd Offender aga»n(^ this Law, is -^ 
oi Pharaoh, Kin^of^^J/; who was alfo as rcmark- 
a!)]y and heavily puniQied, together with his whole 
Kingdom. 

This impious a ni mercilcfs Prince^ having long 
harr.^ffcd and opprcffed the unhappy Ifraelites^ al 
Manner of Ways, even to the forcing them to be- 
come the Murderers of their own Chi!dren» the Al- ^ 
mighty, who had fecn their Mifery, and heard tbcir 
Cry, deputes his Servant Mofes^ firft to alGfcrablc 
them, and promife them Deliverance in his Name ; 
and then td go re his:, a?H^ diunaad their gaUroe- 
ment. Accordingly Mofif^ accompanied by his Uio* 
thcr j^aron, rtpilt$ to Fbaraoh^ withthisftwful, but 
t6 him highly df (agreeable Meflaee; Thus faith tht 
Lord God 0/ Ifracl, Lii my People go ^ that theymaj 
hold « feafi to me in the Jf^Uern/Js. But what An- 
fwer does this biughty» wicked, and blafphemous 
Prince return, ro the InjunAlon of the Almighty^ 
Who tithe Loi;D, that IJtouUobey his Foice^ to Ui 
Ifr^el^tf;* I Auo^ Kot the Uqkd^ neither iffi// I let 
Ifrael^o. Poor, hardened^ ioipious, and blafphe? 
mous Wretch ! Too foon waft thou made to know, 
at thy Coft, who the Lord God pf Jfrael waS| 
againft whom thou thus exaltedd tbyfelf i 

Not content with this imperious Deniali he ac^ 
cufes A/?/^/and Aaron of hindering the People from 
their Labour; taxes them with Idlenels» for Hrfir^ 
ing to go to facrifice to the Lo|iD ; and in order tp 
increaCe their Hardfhips and Mifcry, command^ 
his Task-Mafters, no longer to furniih them with 
theufua) Allowance of Straw, and, Aevertbelefs* td~ 
require of them the fame Number of Bricks as th^ 
ufcd to make when Straw was found them. As this 

C 4 ^^\ 
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was nfxt to an Iinpoflibilit/, it was no Wonder the 
People were not able to perform it 5 notwitl.ftand- 
ing which, they were fevcrcly beaten for wh^t vfis 
Ror their Fauk j wherefore it was wtty natural to lay 
aU the Fault upon Mo/es and Aaron^ and to reproach 
Ihem (harply with having increafed their Mifery, 
inftead of obt lining any Eafe for them. 

In Eff.dl, according to any Hamaii Judgmcof, 
their Cafe was very hard ; and Goo put their Faith 
and Obedience to a fevcre Trial, in ordering ihcm 
to go again, and make the fame Demand, when 
they had found, that, inileadof prevailing for their 
Deliverance, they had only increafed the Ajifery of 
t^eir CVuntrymen : But the Ways ci" Goi> ars Um- 
TcarcLable, and his Commands to be obeyed, not 
difputed. Accordingly Mo/es ^ at^ the Order of 
the Almighty, having again addrefled himfelf to the 
Children of Ijratl, and repeated thePromifeof De- 
liverance, in the LoRD*sName,though they through 
At^guifh of Spiri% and cruel Bondage, hearkened 
not unto him, he was again commanded to go to 
Pbaraoh^ and reiterate his Demand. 

Now the Fiith, even of Mo/es himfelf, was but 
weak at this Time ; as well as it was, when tie 
LoKD firil fpoke unto him out of the Burning Bufh ; 
«nd when, nctwithdanding two Miracles wrought to 
rcsiTure hrm, he would have declined the 0£ce cf 
delivering >is Brethren ; which (hews bow frail, 
and full of Unbelief, the bef! of Men naturally are. 
Accordingly, he pleads now again with the Lord 
to be cxcufcd ; Beheld^ fays he, the Children ^ifrael 
bante not hearkened unto me \ hvw then Jh all ?h?Lro^h 
hemr me^ nvho am of uncircumcifed Ltfs ? And he 
even repeats this Plea a fecond Time ; notwitbfiand* 
Ing which, the Lord renews his Command, and 
Mcfes is forced to comply 5 only the Almighty indeed 
in great Gondefcenflcn to his VVeaknefs, and to en- 
courage 



e/"/^f First Commandment. 33 

courage him the more, telU him, Sit, I homt » 
/her a GoD /a Pharaoh j and Aaion, iLy Brslbcr^ 

Pallbtthy Pmphtt. To which he addj, Titu jlah 
ffeak ail that I command thti ; aaJ AiTon, Cij Bn- 
Chcr, /iall Jpeak until ?\vati'>\i, thai be find iki Cbil' 
drtit B/Iftael ml of his Land. 

Thus encouraged, the two Broihert ventar* -J 
aglio to .iddrefs themrelves to Pharaoh, and rcttew-fl 
the Demand they had before made, in the Lokd'! 
Name ; backing it with ihe Miracle of changi 
Aaron's Rod into a Serpent, in hi^ Prefcnce, but 
in vain. It feemf, there were then divers Magi-", 
ciani and Sorcerers in £jjijr, who could work drangef 
Delufioni with their Inchanifncms : to ihem, there- J 
fore, (hit haughtj and impious I'rince applied him*] 
felf on this Oceafioni and as tbty were able, by ibeivji 
diabolical Incantations, either really lo imitai 
Miracle, or fo to charm ani delude the Sight, 
make the Beholden imagine they did fo, Pbaraoi, 
oodojbt, concluded, that what A7d//j had done was 
no more than foinc Inch diabolical Trick a; theirs : 
Nay, though by the Touch of the Rod of Jamn, 
the River was turned into Blood, To that all tlie FiJll J 
therein died, and it became lo.ithrome to drink; 
though, byftreiching out the fame Wonder-wo 
ing Rod, over the Rivers, Sireaoig, and Ponds, 
whole Land was over lun with Frogs, yet becaur»J 
the Magicians were able Co imitate the fume, it had I 
litileornoECfl a^oa Pkarasl; who, undoubtedly, J 
did not diltinguiOl becivecn what was wrought hfM 
the Posver of God, and what was c&cAed by the li<a 
lufions ol the Devil. 

But the Mmiginj fooB made htm and his Sorccreril 
alfo, fenfiblcof the wide Diilwience between them » 
accordingly the very neit P'ague, wherewith he i^f 
Aided [heX-and, which was by fmiling the Duft of . 
the Earth) and iraniforming it into (.ice, and which 
C ; iheij 
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they could not couBterfeit| compelled them to ac- 
knowledge thU was indeed tht Tingtr of God : Not- 
withHanding which, this incorrigible Tyrant, per- 
£fted in his amazing Obilinacy, and Difobedience to 
the Divine Command. Neither did the Plague of 
Flies» though fb grievous, that no Place was free 
from them > and the whole Land was corrupted^ 
produce any better £fie£t ; lor this wicked Monarchy 
li^gh he had twice promired he wonid lee the 
People go, yet as ibon as, at the Intreaty of Mofij, ^ 
he was Slivered from that Scourge, and obtained a 
little Refpite, he revoked htsProrhife; blafphemoufly 
imagining, without Queftbn^ he might falfify his 
AVord to CoD| as well as to Man^ wmi Impunity. 

In fhort^ neither the Murrain, which next afflift- 
ed and killed all the Cattle of the E^yftians ; nor 
the grievous Bolls and BUiins, which tormented all 
his Subje&s; nor yet the Judgment of Hail, accom- 
panied with dreadful Thundcrlags and Lightenings^ 
infomuch that the Fire ran along upon the Ground, 
and every one, Man or,£ea(l, that remained in the 
Field periihed ; the ytty Trees were broken ; and 
mil the Flax and Barley was intirely deftroyed : Nei- 
ther of thefe heavy Scourges, we fay, nor yet all 
4>f them together, could work any Amendment in 
this abominable Reprobate, nor even in his Servants 'y 
ahoogh the Alfnighty^ to convince them they were 
all fent immediately by him. had foretold, that not 
one of the Children of Jfrad ihould fuSer by any of 
them.. In cffefl, no fooner were theie PuniHimeAta . 
removed, than they were, in a manner, forgotten.; 
and thofe Sinners relapfed, and returned to their 
Uy^VDi^T Impenitence ; as had been previoufly decia-. 
red by Moja, before he intreated the Loao for the 
Removal of them. 

This brought upon them new Scourges, ^et moi^ 
iime than the former rji^ith the Denunciation of 

which 
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wiiichy howevcTt the Servants of Pharntb were fo 
much terrifijed, chat they cried out unto him, Ho>w 
kng^Jball this Mm he a Svare unto us f Let the Mem 
go, that tbiy mayfer<ve the Lokd their Q.qd : KMFweJk 
thou not yet that Egypt U deflroyed? This t(emon« 
Urance feems to have movc^ Pharaoh a Ht^e, though 
it told him nothing, but what he miift neceffarj}^ 
have known before ; accordlogfy, -ilf^i and Aarom 
were bconght again to hij»|and he bid them go and 
jftrve the Lord their Gon ; bat the next Moment^ 
astf thU^/iattQo.<greataCoBdelceiifion, a«d he al* 
moil repented it already, he asks But tuha areth^ 
that fiitU go ? And upon the Anfiyer of U«Jtt, that 
ail RHit go. Men, Women* and ChiUren, Flock««; 
and HerdBi, hie again retra&s hie Wod ; and Cnya^'Lee, 
thehoti^ he/o ivitb you, as I iwll let ym go, and your 
Lit tie Ottes : Look to it, for EvU is iefortyou. Nii 
fi : Co nonu ye that are Metr^ andjerve the iiOHDf 
/or that you did dffre. And not €0n(ent vith ihia, 
he Qirdext tliem to he driven out from his Pr«- 
icAce. 

Bat ftverely did ^ this irreclaimable Tyrant, flnd; 
hisPeople^ fmarc for this ; for the very next Metni*. 
ing the LojiD lent upon them the Plague of Lqcufis^ 
which devoured and coafumed every Herb in the 
Field, with all the Fruit of the Trees, throughout ' 
the X'logdom : This again brought hi», frr a' Nfo- 
ment/ to a better Way of Thinkingi mfomtich.thet 
he fends for them in haie, and vouchfafos to ac- 
knowledgff, I ha've finned .agairfl the hQ9J> your Qotg . 
and agasKfi you . Now fherefirjeforghve, I ff^ytkep^ 
mj Sin^ only this once^ and intreat the ho%\>.your Gop|. 
that he may take a'way/rtn me t hie Death onfy, 

i 

Wduld any one imaguie, after this humble Con-, 
feffion, and feemiDg Bepeotance^ he wo^d uiarc-; 
again, to go b^pk from hisiWord ? Aad yet. afur' 
th€ fijtjBao.vaL of this Scourge, even thus far, oid this 
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Monfterof a Man prefume to trifle with the j^lmig&ijti 
who, thereupon, itninediately afliidted his KiDgdom 
Vflth fucb an cxccilive Darknefs, that as the Scrip- 
ture emphatically exprefies it^ /'/ miiht be felt. 

In ihorr, ^o dreadful was this Judgment, and of 
ib ancommon a Nature, that, as we are aflured in 
the Book of Wifdom^ no Power of the Fire might 
give Light ; whereof, indeed, we are partly inform- 
ed by the Words of Mofes^ who fays» They/aw mi 
one another, neitbef rofe any from bis Place fir three 
Days, So that this Darknefs feems to have been of 
the Nature of thofe Damps that rife fometimes in 
Coal'PIu and Mines, which will not fnffer a Candle 
or Fire to burn, but immed ately extinguiih them; 
Ibr could they have had cither the Light of Can- 
diet or Fire, there was no Neceiiicy for their con- 
ftnmg themfelves fo long to their Beds. Neitlxer 
was this all ; for^ in the fame Book of JVif^m^ we 
ape likewife informed, that they were terrified with 
Grange Vlfions, and dreadful Noifes, fo that it . was . 
no Wonder, at the End of three Days, that Pha- 
raob, in order to be relieved from that uncomfor- 
table and horrid State, (cat for Mofij, and confented 
at lady to let them and their Children go, demand- 
ing only to have the Flocks and Herds left behind. 

This, however, was not a fufikient Conceffion 
for thtAimighyi who expeds an intire and pun6tua]^ 
xiQt a partial Obedience to his Commands ; accord* 
Ui^\y^PharaohUto\At peremptorily hy MofetyXhzt 
not fo much as an Hoof fhould be left behind ; with- 
wMch pofitivc Anfwer^ the haughty Tyrant is fa 
grea.ly ^xafperated, that going further, than he 
had ever done yer, he proceeds to threaten the di* 
vine MeiTenger, bidding him get away,, and fee his 
Face no more, fer, if he did^ he fiH)old die for hi^r 
frcfmnption 5 to which Threat^ il/^/f/^ without any 
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Concern, retjrns this cold An.wcr, Thou hafi Jbskia 
•v.-,U, 1-^iU fie ibyFaa again no mo,t. 

In t(k(\, ihe Time was now come, when the Jt- 
mighty '\n\enie& to vifit ihetn, wiih the \z& and moft 
grievou) of ihe Plagues ; and accord ing;}r, Mofri 
daoouncej it very plainly unto them, thai aboal Mid- 
night, ail (heir Firll<born Ibould be dellroyed, eves 
to ibe firll'borti of ihcir Cali'e > that not one of 
the Ifrailiiis Ihould perilh ; th(t there Ihould be a' 
great Cry throughout all the Land of Egypl, foch 
31 there never hsd been, nor fhould be any like it j 
snd that afterwards, they fheuld even bow down to 
/An, and court and tDtteat/if/n,and hU People, to be 
gone as fall as pofEble. Now, wl at \i molt remark* 
able, in till) bli Judgment, is, that befoie it came, 
thougbPiaraotand his People had begged to be d«> 
livered from the Plague of Lxalli, and from that of 
Darltnefs after, we do rot £nd ihey defired to be de- 
livered from this Judgment, though the heavjelland 
fevereltof all; but for this the Scripture partly ac- 
counts, by faying the Lord had now hardened Pba. 
raei'i Heart. The Confeqiience of this waf, iha 
fulfilling the Prophec)' of Meji-) in every Point ; 
(he Fifll-born were dellrayed! not an IJraiUit fuf- 
fered ; and the E^ftians even urged the People by 
Night, to be gone ^s fpeedily as could be, being ap- 
prthetifive, as well they might, the next Judgment 
would be, a total Euer mi nation of every Soul, in tho 
Kingdom. 

One woutd imagine, all thefe heavy Scourgciy | 
were more than fuftcient, to humble the molf obdu- 
raie Sinners j and y^t, foon after, we find Pberatb, ■ 
andhiiS?rvanis,beingnownolongersfil Afdwiihany» I 
PlagueE, repent of their having fuSered the Ifuttlliu \ 
to go, and lofing the Fruit of their Labours; thouglvi 
they were at finl erdaved wrongfully, having corns' | 
ifito [he Land, in a Time of i'amiiie, onl/ a " 
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^rsyand having even been invited thuher by the Kinjg 
himfelf. Well then, the Est^tiofu being told the 
Children of Ifrael were fled, and repenting, as was 
before obfenred, their having fafier^ them to £0, 
xeiblve upon purfaing them, and either bringing 
them back to their former Slavery by Porcf, orde- 
4royifig them. But, how vain is the Appoiaanent 
j0f Miao, if GoD^oes not fay Amtn thereto ! 

~ Bnnged then, at having permitted fiidi vafi Nonoi* 
Bert of iifclul Staves, from wbofe exceffive Toils 
they daily reaped io coafiderabic a Pro&, to efcape 
ont of their HaadSf they determined to purfoe them ; 
never rcflediag, that they were, in efl^, %htiog 
tgabift God ; or thinking, that the 6ime Al^^t^ 
Sfitig^ who had compelled than, by lb many v^ri- 
oas and heavy Jadgments, to confeat to the Depaf« 
tune of thofe, they had fo long injaiioufly held iti 
cmel Bondage, and who had an&rtaken the Procec* 
tioa of his People, might ftij] be able to defend 
tbem, and to btiag down, upon the Heads of thcur 
Enemies, that DeSra£lion, they intended for thofe 
poor tremUing Ifnulkts, ^xix^ to fay the Truth,^ 
thb was of the Lonoi who had now judicially tnfo» 
toated and blinded the Bj^tiant^ with Defiga to 
take fevere Vengeance on them, for all their inani« 
fiild Sins and Iniquities ; and especially for their 
anjuft Opprc^n of, and onparalelied Barbarity ro» 
Ihofe wretched Strangers, whom, having cone in- 
to their Chantry in Confidence of Protedion, in 
Violation of all the Laws of Hofpitality, they had 
cruelly enibiTed. 

In ihort, as they had impioufly and injurioufly 
undertaken the Pariuit of a People, to whofe Servi- 
tude they had not tJie leall Shadow of Oaim, the y/A 
sa^hty, who abhors Violence and Oppreiiion, lopa 
made thtm fenfible, when it was too late, that he 
was ftill cquaHy ebk Co defead thorn in the Wiidsr- 

nefs. 
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n^r!!, as in Egypt, and alfota c^i^ltife their £nemie&l 
Thrice happy [he Nation who bavciheGoD of Heitl 
ven for [heir Guard ! And avretcliei] thai Peopb^l 
ivho \avt: provoked the Eyes of hit Glory, and rfliibf 
dered him their AdrerCary ! This wai then chedift I 
/erentCafeof the Ifai/iiti and Egyftiam : Woul^l 
we could fay it is now that of ourfelvM, andou^^ 
Encmi» ! But ahs ! we have all the RtRibn ii 
ginable to dread the contrary. 

Well, the now infucuaced and obflinMc Egyftii 
purfuing cloft after their former SUi/es, had now 
almolt overtaken them, as they were encamped, 
wicFi ihe Sea before [fiem, and the Wildcraefi oa 
each Side: And already had they (wallowed [hem up 
in their Imaginatian. there being no PnlUjitity of 
an Efcape. Nay, in fuch a Strait they were, floco 
there wm no Appearance^ humanly fpcakidg, of. 
being either able to advance, or reircar, that ihS' 
trembling Ifrailites. terrified to Diltraftian at tta« 
Sight of theit old cruel Opprcffor*. lorgetlul of all ib« J 
Mirac!es,Goo,aliiiiebeforc, had wrought for ;hem^' 
and eren of Ch4i eonnant one, ibey had than betor* 
their Eyei, in the Pillar of a Cloud, and [hat tA 
Fire, which attended on them as their Guide, begOD 
to murmui againlt Mofii, crying, B'caaft ibir^ luerd 
no Gra'vei in ^gVP'' ^"ft *^^'' '^^"^ "' fniAy fa ^i 
ibl mtJifMfi? Wbtrtftrt h'fl thou dMil thu, ^,m 
lit, la carry uj sal ofE^Ypt? Ii ml this tht tVard ihtU 
'MididuH tbtein Egypt, faying. Lit us ahm. th«t 
vte may fir-vi rie E%YViaai i Far ithad betit betltr 
for u! teftrvi tht Egyp iiaa),/'f'«n thttt-wt fi>»dHit i» 
the mida-niji. 

Amizing Unbelief, end Ingratitude to iheir Di* 

vine Pro[Fa:or > In this more incxcufable, thitn tiM 
jE^^/fiawj themfelves ! And ■nftonJfhing Condeicen* 
Aon and Goodnefa m their great Creator ! I hat h* 
not only did noi deliver them up a Pfcy lo their 
Enemieii 
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£iieaiie$9 but even vouchfafed to remove their an- 
reafonable and impious Fears . And Moles faid imu 
the People f Fear ye nott ftandftill^ andfa the Sal^a^ 
tim of the LoiU>» which he *wlUJhen» to you ^odaj • 
For the Egyptians iwhomyou havefeen Today ^ ye Jhall 
fee them again no more for ever* The Lord jhallfi^t 
for you, andyeflfoil hold jour Feace^ And, indeed. 
Accordingly, their infiniteljf gracious God imrne* 
dlatel^ gave them a Proof o? bis almighty A0ifl< 
ance,^ the Removal of the Pillar of the Cloud, 
which was before their Camp» to their Rear, where- 
in it effediaally^fepara ted, and fecured them from 
their Enemies ; over whom it dilFufed a thick 
I>arkDels, whilft it gave fufficieot Light to the 
i/reteUtes^ 

Bat now, the Meafure of the Egyptians Iniquity 
being quite full, approached that dreadful and ailo- 
niihing Hour, which never had its Equal, nor never 
will ; the Children of Ifrael are ordered to march 
forward, though the Sea lay immediately before 
them. But the Commands of Heaven are not to be 
difpated ; if the Lord enjoins it, a Way ihall either 
be made through the Deep, or the Waves fhall be*, 
come firm, and Aable as the Land, for wliomfoevec 
he pleafes to pafs over» Accordingly, no fooner did 
Mofes ftretch out his Wonder-working Rod over the 
Sea, than the obedient Billows retire, Hand on Heaps, 
and form a Wall on the Right and Left of the Jf 
raelites as they pafs ;. Thus did thefe Favourites of 
Heaven march in Safety, and dry ihod> through 
the midfl of the Sea. 

But far differently did It fare with the wvetched 
Egyptians ; who ftiil impioufly refolving to purfue 
their expeded and deflined Prey,, madly and defpe-. 
rately atrem]pt a PaiTage, the fame miraculous Way ;. 
thus running headlong upon that utter DeDrudlion 
and Defolatioii ^o which they were now devoted^ 

ana 
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Bdd which immediaiely awaited them. BehoU ihcm 
ihen a]', now advanced to the middle of ihc Sea, 
when, as a Pre'iminar);, and Forerunner, to [hat 
dreadful Punifhmenf, for which thiy were noiv re- 
fervtd, the Almigbiy Loud of Heaven and Earth 
locks through the Pillar ol tne Cloud and Fire upon 
ihem, take) off iheir Chariot W heels, and fpteadi 
Terror and Confufion ihioaghout their Ara 
fomuch that, in Agony ot Spirit, they cry o 
aljsl toolaie, i.f/Bijfi'/'-s/n /*^fa«5/rfrael,;^(A» 
Lord fgbtelb/or them, againjl thi Egyptians. 

Poor mifefab'e Wretches I Were they then to 
leain this ? What were all the heavy Judgment^ he 
had infl.iled upon them in their own C^.iiniry, at 
the fame lime, that the Ijiailitii were exempt 
from them, but To many Inilances of his fightiog 
agalDll them ? Well, but row al laft they are 
grown wifei and cry, Lit utfiyfiom thi Fan of If- 
rael. Ay, but the QueJlion is, which Way \ The 
Wdicrs oti each S.de, like a Wall of Adamanr, ren- 
der it imp radii cable, to move either to the right or 
Ufc; there is therefore no other Courfe, but to 
turn bjck ; thir, indeed, they refolve upon : bur, 
dreadful Thought.' they are in the very midll of ths 
Sea, and before they can again gain the Shore, ths 
Waves may return to their Fluidity, and overwhelm 
them in an IniUot ! 

Alas ! wretched Sinners agninft yojr own Sonlil 
This is but too truly to be apprehended ! For, be- 
hold the I/racliits, wbotn you had doomed to Sla- 
very, or Deilrudtion, being now arrived fafe at 
Land, the dreadful Rod is again flretched out ovtr 
the Sea ; the Waves refuaie their ufoal Afltvity, and 
an Abyfi of Waters haltens on apace, on all Sides, 
10 overwhelm every guiliy Offender! Good Hea- 
vens I what Tongue can exprefs, or what Imagina- 
tion conceive, (he Hor/ora, wbicb, in the satan whil«, 
^o^cll^d. 
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pofleflcd each treimbling Egyptian at this terrible 
oight ! No Way remaining to efcape, unlefs they 
could take the wings of Eagles ; nor even then, 
whilH the God of I/rael fought againft them ; chey 
were all fwallowed up then to a Man, by the merct- 
lefs Waters; and will continue, throughout all Age% 
a memorable and fearful Example, of the dreadful 
Confequences of breaking the Firft Command- 
ment. Such was the End of that impious and atheif. 
tical Prince, who durft haughtily ask ^lofes^ Who is 
the Lord, that IJhauld ahey his Fake, to let Ifrael 
gof I kno^v not the Lord, neither 'will Hit Ifrael 

We have dwelt thus long upon this Story, though 
otherWlfe fufficiently known^ becaufe it is the mod 
remarkable in all Hiftory, either facred or pro- 

eane ; and, we tru(l» we have (et fieveral Particu- 
'8 in a much Aronger Light than they appear in 
the (hort Narraiive of Mofcsy for the Benefit of fuch 
Readers as a.re notable of themfeives, to make pro*^ 
per Remarks upon each Fa£l that occurs ; and con^ 
fequently, to fee the full Exttnt and Enormity of Fha^ 
ratdi^ CrimeSi which coniiAed not only in irud Op- 
pr^m, but in downright RehelBon and Bh^emj^ 
and Defianci of his Creator ; and for which, there- 
fore, (evere its the Judgments were which befel hio^ 
they were no more than both he, and his People 
who were Partakers in his Guilt, mod jullly de« 
ierved. 

The next Example we fhall cite of the Blackne^i 
and dreadful ££Fe^s of violating this Command^ 
ihall be that of Sennacberily King of Affyrta. This 
Prince, the greateft in his Time, having invaded 
the Kingdom of Juiah, then under the Govern*^- 
ment of the pious and religious Monarch Hexekiah^ 
and having taken the reft of the ArongTowns, pro- 
poled likewife to have reduced Jerufcdem% and made 

an 



efihe FlJlST COMM ANDM-fiNT. 43 , 

air intixe Conqueli of cbe Nation. Tiiis, probablxn 
ke might eaiily have dooe, had the Jtnm chcn been 
under an idolatroas Prince^ and given to the fame 
Sin themfelves ; for whenever they fell from the 
Worftiip of the true God, they were fare to be de- 
feated by then: Eoemies, and reduced by them ; but 
whenever they turned again to the Lord, 'he be- 
came their Defender and Keeper, from all who 
wpuld have dedroyed them* 

Happily, therefore, for them at this Timei and 
unfortanately for Sennacbmb, they were now re- 
turned iinceroly to the Loa d their God \ and He* 
zekiab, their religions Sovereign, having a jaft Con-* 
£dence in him, prepared in earned for arefolutf 
Defence. The haqghty Affyriatt^ being informed 
bereofi Tent divers of his Capuins, with a grea; Ar^ 
mXi againft\7fri^///v ; one of whom, called Kah 
Jhahhf vomited out many Blafphemtes againft the ^ 
living God, in his Mader's Name ; cshorring tho 
y^qvj not to trufl in him, but to yield themTelvea 
to Sennacherib J and become his Tributaries. Not 
concent with this, the ICiog of Jffyria Jikewif(? icnt 
a Letter to Hesukiab, wherein ke reproached the 
4l»i$ii^y$ sLnd declared, he (hould not be able to dc;* 
liver JerufgUm out of liis Hands. 

To all thefe Blafphemies the pious Hezekiab 
made no other Anfwer, than redoubling his Cries 
and Prayers to his God, in whom he placed kis 
only Hope ; and by laying all the Jinan's injuf 
rious Speeches, together with his impious Letter^ 
|>efore him in fits Temple. Accordingly, he iboa 
reaped the happy Fruits of this his prudent Conduit, 
and religious Confidence, in the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth ; receivmg foon an Anfiver of Peace from 
bim, with an AJurance, that Sennacherib Aiould be 
fo far from reducing JtrufaUmt that he fhould not 
be able fo much as to ihgot ooeArrow againil it, or 

appear 
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appear with one Shield before it ; but fhoald be 
turned back the fame Way he came, and fliould fall 
by the Sword in his own Country. 

Accordingly, all this fooq came to paff , 9is the 
due Reward of that impious Princess Blafphemy 
againft the Almighty^ and his open and nnanifeft 
Breach of the Firft Commandment, in exalting him- 
felf above God, and declaring he fhould not deliver 
Jeru/aUm out of his Hands. For, fir^^ News was 
brought him» that the King cf Ethiopia had de- 
nounced War againft hrm, and was marching to at- 
tack him J Secondly^ that very Night, the Lord fent 
the deftroying Angel into his Camp, who flew one 
Hundred and Eighty five Thoufand of his Men, 
which obliged him to return with Shame and Con- 
fufion of Face to Nineveh ; and, Thirdfy, as he was 
there worlhipping in the Temple of his falfe God^ 
Ni/rocb^ he was there perfidtoufly and cruelly (Iain, 
in the very Adt ctf Idolatry, by his two unnatural^ 
Sons, Adramehcb and Sbarezer, 

Now, what was very remarkable in this Tnflancf ^ 
is, that this Tyrant might read the Enormity of hit 
Sin, in his Punifhment ; he had rebelled againft, and 
fet at dcfiaoce his Heavenly Father ^ and God permits 
Satan to fiir up his wicked Sons to rebel againft, ^^^Yt 
and murder him ; he was fo far from having none 
other than the /r«^GoD,that he would not fo much at 
allowbiffl tobeaGoo, bin exalted htmfelf above 
him I and the Lord immediately (hews himfelf to 
be zn avenging GoT^t and his Mafter, by cutting off 
almod his whole Army in one Night, rendering 
abortive all his haughty D<figns, and forcing iiim 
to return with Shame into his own Country ; then,* 
after this fevere Judgment which might have con* 
vinted him he was the only True God, inflead 
of humbling himfelf under his mighty Hand, ac- 
knowlcdgbg his Offence, and imploring hisPardon, 

he 
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I M immediaielj' has recourfe to worlhlpping his own ^^M 

I /a///GW, and isll.in in (hcvery Afl; that ii, ia ^M 

I the very Vtolatioo of the Fitfl Command. ^^M 



The next Eximple we flisit cit-, upon ihU Head, 
which is likewire very remarkabie, is that of ihat 
miglity Monarch Nebuckai/aeXKar. This haughty 
anJ impious Piince, having over-mn Fgypi, redu- 
ced 7}rr^ I'ubdued ihe Kingdoms of I/rail tni Ju- 
Jab, dcllroyed ftrufaUjii^ and conquered all before 
him, being pulFcd up wiih fail GreatncC, took it 
inio hit Hfiid, to command :^' his Subjefls, ofwhac- 
everReligon, Nation, and Language, to warfhip 
a golden Image, which he eaufed to be eretted in 
a large Plain, in the Province of BabyUn \ and the 
Pena ty of Difbbeilience, to tiij Command, w&< no 
\tb> than being call into a burning fiery Furnace- 

Now. this very Commatid was the grofltll Dif- 
obcdieoce that pcflitily could be ; and a downright 
fetiing aTide of the (irl) divine Mandate ; but, asif this 
was noi fnfult enough, when Sbaira!h,MiPailf, and 
Abtd ntgo, ihiee captive Jeiat, who had been 
brooght away (rom ^nafaUa, peremptorily ri^fufed 
to obey iLii impious Law as being direAly cod- 
tradidory to the Firll Commandment, he ordered 
them, w.thouiany Piiy, to be ihrown into ihc be- 
foremen:ioaed Furnnce; hiving firll in folently asked 

them, M'htii iba/Goo, ibat jhall delivir ysu »nt 

»f myUendi? And though rhe Livimg God, whom 
they lerved, foun fhewed him he was able to work 
their Deliverance, by prefervjng them unhurt in the 
MidA of the Flamei. yet wa; his Guilt and Olleace 

BOI a Jot ihelefs. 

Hjwever, the LoiD, in hii infinite Merc^, did 

not think iit to take immediate Vengeance on him ; 

but allowed him fome Respite, in order to fee if he 

would amend -, nay, lo very gnciout wat God to 

this 
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this hftnghty Prince, as he had made him his Inftra^ 
menty to execute his JadgmentB upon Tyti, Judmb^ 
and Egypt^ that before he would puni(h him, i^t his 
impious Pride, he gave him fair Warning thereof 
by a Dream» which the Prophet Daniel interpreted 
unto him, and even allowed him Time for Repen- 
tance. 

But this powerfol Monarcli being quite intoxi- 
cated with his ^WR Greatnefs, and fbrgetfnl of chat 
God who had raifed him fo high, as he was walk- 
ing in his fumptQOUs Pulace, and contemplating the 
Kdagntficence thereof, with that prodigious Work, 
the Hanging Gardens, fo famous, and fo highly ce- 
lebrated amongft the Antients, and as he was takinjg 
a View, at the fameTimey of the tfftonifhing Granw 
deur of his Capital, the mighty Babyknt could not 
forbear crying our, in Raptures at his own Perform- 
ance;, // not this great S^hyyotif that 1 have imilt 
for the Houfe of the Kingdom ^ hy thi Might of my pow^ 
er, and for the Honour of my metjefiy! 

Thus aicribing every Thing to himfelf, and rob- 
bing GoD of his Glory, he was guilty of a mani- 
feil Breach of the Firil Commandment; as welt a« 
the higheft Ingratitude, for the extraordinary Bleffinga 
he had ' received at his Hands : No fooner, there* 
fore, were the Words out of his Mouth, than this 
dreadful Sentence was pronounced againlt him, by a 
Voice from Heaven : O King Nebuchadnezzar, t9 
thee it isffoken^ ^h€ Kingdom is departed from thee. 
And immediately the fo-long-delayed Punifhment, of 
hris Pride and Impiety, was executed upon him. 

What was vtty remarkable therein, was, that it 
was (xidlly proportionable and conformable to hrs 
OiFence ; as he had aimed, whilil in Power, at ex- 
alting himfelf, and being honoured above the De^ 
grcc of the greateft of Men, fo he was now le- 
velled 
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tellcd and diegreded below that of ihemcanefts 
as he had feemedy by the abfoluce Obedience 
heexaAed to his Comfnairds, however unreafena- 
b}e, not to think the reft of Mftnkind of the fame 
Species with himfelf, fo now the reft of Mankind 
wo«ld not treat him at of tbe f^me Species with 
themfelves ; as he had no moreResai'd or Compaf- 
fion. for them, if they any ways oifended him, than 
for brute Beads, fo now was he drivtn-from the So* 
ciety of Mankind, and forced to herd with the Beads 
of the Fields 

And this terriMe Pienance was be to andergo, for 
the whole Space of fevea Vears ; deprived of Rea- 
fon ; deprived in a manner of Haman Shape ; his 
Hairs being grown like Eagles Feathers, and bis 
Nails like Birds Claws ; being reduced beiides to 
eat Grafs like the Oxen, and having not tbe lead; 
Shelter from the Inclement of the Weather, but 
being at all Times expokd to the Ra|a and Dew of 
Heaven. Sach was the Puniihment of the impious 
Pride of that once great Prince I Can the Heart of 
Man conceive one more terrible, on this Side the 
Grave, or a more confommate Mifery I 

After fuch an Example made of fo mighty a Mo- 
narch, would one think it was podible» another 
Prince of the fame Family fhould fo far forget it, 
as to become himfelf guilty of the (Wme bemous Of- 
fence ! And yet we find Beljha%%ar^ one of his De^ 
fcendantSy and mod probably his Grand fpn^ ii not 
his immediate SuccciTor, and his Son, as he is fttled 
by the Prophet Daniel^ not only utterly unmindful 
thereof, but even exceeding him in Impiety, and that 
\try heinous Sin, for which his mighty Ancedor and 
Parent had AiflFjred (b exccffive and fevere a Humi- 
liation. As this was a coniiderable Aggravation of 
his Odence, and as the Ways of God are always 
e^ual>it was not to becxpefted^ that he fiiould efcape 

the 
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the Divine Vengeance, any more than his Grand- 
father ; on the contrary, it is greatly to be feared, 
as there is no Mention made of his Repentance, 
that his Punifhment far exceeded that of his illuf- 
trious Predeccffor ; who has left behind him upon 
Record, in Holy Writ, a memorable Proof of his 
Penitence, and Acknowledgment of the Sovereign* 
ty, Power, Truth, and Juftice of the Moft High i 
but of chat more in the Sequel. 

The unhappy Belfifazzar^ then, who was by no 
means a Prince of the fame Capacity and Abilities 
as NehuchaJnezxar, inftead of applying himfelf 
diligently and fteadily to the governing and de*" 
fending his People, (which was the more needful, 
as the famous Babjlgn itfelf, that fo-much celebrated 
Capital cf his Kingdom, was then flraitly befieged, 
by a formidable Army of Medes and Perpaw, under 
the joint Command of Cyaxares^ called m Scripture 
"Datiuf thtMide^ and cf Cyrus the Great,) fpent mod 
of his Time, xi not all> in Revelling and Debau- 
chery. This Courfe of Life, though exceeding finful 
and fcandalous at any Junflure, and even in a pro- 
found Peace, was much more fo on this Occaiion ; 
and was a Proof of downright Stupidity, and even 
Infatuation. 

In efie^l, it really was fo ; and was of God him- 
felf ^ who had long before pur pofed to deHroy Sa- 
hflon^ for her inhuman Barbarity and Cruel :y to his 
reople, theyews ; and for her infupportablf Pride, 
which was exceedingly aggravated at this Time, by 
the facrilegious Impiety of her Monarch, which 
undoubtedly filled up the Meafure of her Iniquity, 
and called for inHant Devaflation and Subverfion. 
This evidently appears, becaule all the Particulars, 
that happened at that famous Siege, had been plainly 
foretold by the Prophet Ifaiah^ and even Cya/ 
named, (and that about ThreeHundrcd Years be iore 

ir 
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h happened, or before that Prince was bom,) with 
as mach Exaflnef^, as if that Prophet had himfelf 
been an Eye-Witncfs thereto : The Almighty fore- 
knowing, at Rich a Diftance of Time, and indeed 
from all Eternity, the exceflive Wickednefs of that 
great City, with the Impiety and Tyranny of her 
Princes in genera], heightened to the laft degree 
by that'of this Monarch, had not only fealed, bat 
declared, her fearful Doom fa long beforehand, 
with almoft as much Clcarnefs, as if ic were a Nar- 
rative of fomewhat adtaally already pafTed, 

Neverthelefs, it m nil be acknowledged, there h 
fomewhat to be faid, for the otherwise unaccounta. 
ble Security of the Inhabitancs of Bahy/oft,and their 
Monarch, when befieged by a powerful Army, and 
juft vipon the Brink of Deflru^lion ; as the incredible 
Height and Thicknefs of their Walls, not to be 
Ihakeo, nor fcaled, by any Engines or Machinet 
then in u(e ; and it is even a Queilion^ whether they 
could have been battered down by the largeft Can- 
non now made. As it had nothing to ^ar from 
open Force, it had almoft as little to apprehend 
from Faratne ; being ftored with a Sufficiency, and 
even Plenty of ail Manner of Provifion, and Wea- 
pons for War, notwichftanding the infinite Nua;* 
focr of its Inhabitants, for full Twenty Yeaj:s : And 
this evidently appears, from the continual Practice 
di .Bdjhaxxar^ in indulging himfelf in Featting, 
and Drunkenoefs; which, impious as he was , \\ \% 
not to be fuppofed he would have dared to do, had 
there been a Scarcity, for fear cf a Mutiny A 
third Circumftance, which contribv^ced greaily to 
the Strength of Babylon^ and to the Befieged*s ima. 
gining themfelves in abfolute Safety, was, its be* 
ingfituated onthe Bjnks of the Euphrates^ a large 
and deep River. To ail tbefe Advantages, if we 
add, that the Gates of the City were cf il.lid Brafi, 
and of an immcnfe Thicknefs, and alfp (hatjt con. 

D taiued . 
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rained probably two Millions, undoabtedlf aboire 
Filteen Handred Thou&nd lohabitants, we ihall 
have Hno great Room to wonder, prcfumptaous as 
mod Men naturally are, that they apprehended no 
I>argery and derided al^l the empty Efforts, afr they 
thought theniy of the Be/iegers. 

Bar, to fhew how much in vaio, 6r ofelefi, either 
FortificattonSy Nunibers, Plenty, Rivers, or any 
other additional Securities, which the Wit and Fore- 
fight of Man can invent, contrive, or have recoarfe 
to, are, when the Almighty fights againft a People : 
"Firfi^ The River whereon the Babykniatu Tt\y fo 
much, (hall no longer be aSafiegoard to them ; Cy« 
rtf/, by an unparalleled Stratagem, whereof there 
never was any Example in Hiftory, before or (ince, 
ftall find the Means to drain it quite dxy^ fb that 
his Army fliall advance along the very Channel, and 
enter the . City at each End, juft Where the River 
^ ufed to pafs : But even this is not fufficient ; the 
" folid bracen Gates, which ihut up M the Defcents, 
from the Keys to the Euphrates^ and are not to be 
forced by any Human Art> are of themfeives fuf- 
ficient to render the whole Enterprise abortive. 
Well then, to remove this Obftacle, Cyrus fhali 
make his Attack on a Night of general Riot and 
Revelling v and the Inhabitants and Garrifon, tho' 
befieged, fhall be fo unaccount.bly and inexcufabljr 
negligent and forgetful, to leave them open. Well, 
but the Succefs may ftill be very dubious, if the Gar- 
rifon are at all upon their Guard, and take the 
Alarm in any reafonable Time, before too many of 
the Enemy VAripy are entered, and before they 
are ad\^anced too far ; why then they fhall advance 
on each Side along the Channel, till they join each 
other in the very Heart of the City, before they 
meet with any Oppofitidn : All thefe Circumftances 
arc pat-ticularly takenNotice of, and related with 
great Perlpicuity by the Prophet I/maif. 

To 
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To return to the mifcrablc Beljbaxzar: We ha7^ 
already obferved, that he ufed to pafs his Time aP 
rood continually in Feafting, Revelling, and al' 
Mannered Debauchery ; but, npon fonie Account 
more than ordinary, at a certain Seafon of cheYear^ 
there was one particular Day, when the whole City 
were accuftomed to give^thcmfelves up to Mirtb, 
Jollity, and Rioting, and to fpend the whole Night 
therein : Not to be behind hand, therefore, witti* 
his diflolute Subjeds, on this folemn Occaiion, 
Belfijaxxar himfelr made a fumptaous and fplendid 
Entertainment for no lefs than a tboufand of his 
Nobles, as we are pariiculiarlv informed by the 
PVophet Daniel t And being a little elevated with 
the Wine, as may probably be fuppofed, which, 
added to his natural Pride and Infohlence, being ai- 
fo willing, at this jovial Seafon, to carry his Excefa 
to a greater E^cighr, and make a farther Often ration 
of his Grandeur, than he bad ever yet pre umed 
CO do, he ordered the Gold and Silver VefTels, 
which his Grandfather Nebucbadmzxar had taken' 
out of the Temple at Jervfalem^ and which had 
been fet apirt tor, and devoted to the Service of 
the Z»iv/»^ God, to be brought before him, that 
himfclf, his Wive-, and Concubines, together with 
his Nobles, might drink out of them, which wat 
accordingly done. 

This of itfcif was a grofs Infult, and facrile^ous 
Profanation of tho'c holy U\enfils ; and what A'<i//- 
cbadne%z,er himfelf, with all his Hjughrincrs and 
Arrogance, had never dared to attempt. Bus i^c 
content with this, as if this was not enough, aBd 
rcfblving to add Outrage and Affront ro Infulr^ 
whil(l4hey were thus /prophaningthofc facred Vcf- 
fels, and thereby difhonouring the Moft High, to 
^hofe Service rhey were confecratcd, they trok 
that very O^^portunity to praifc their Gods of 
Gold, SilVci-, Brafs, Iron, Wood, and Scone ; a^ if 

D 2 'CcNft.i 
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chey meant rhcrebv, as undoubtedly they did, to 
extol thofe Idols aoove the Living Lord of Heaven 
4t)d Earth ; and to triumph over him themfelves, 
by revellirg, as it were, in his Spoils ; as thinking 
film nor able to hurt themi or make them any Way 
it;n(ib]e of his Refentment. 

\ Bar, to their inexpreffible Conhifion and Terror, 
the jfmigbty ibon let them know, and that at the 
J^ypecce of a Miracle, he had not only fu£5cienc 
Power, ,biit Willalfo, to punifh fuch notorious Of- 
fipnderg a(3;ainft his Mercy and Long-Sufferance , and 
tiiat his long-delayed judgments, were rud about 
tp break upon their guilty Heads. In thejame Hftur^ 
fays the infpired Writer, came forth Fingers ofaMan*s 
Hand^ and ^wrotz over againfi^ the Candliftick^ upon 
ihf Plaifler of the tVaii of the King's Pa/ace ; andjhi 
King fanu the Part of the H ndtbat 'wrote. 

Jt may well be imagined, as hardened in Wick- 
ed nefs as Belfhaiescar feems to hav6 been, neither he 
ncr his Lords coold behold fb dreadful a Sight, 
without being prodigiouily terrified ; accordingly 
we 6nd, that Inilant, all his impious Haughrinefy, 
Iniblence, and high Looks, forfook him ; infomuch 
that, as we are informed h^ Danief, who was Tent 
for to explain the Writing, and to fee \f he could 
adminii^er any Comfcrt on fo (hocking tin Occa- 
lion ; Then the KingU Countenance *was changed, and 
bis Thoughts troubled him ^fi that the Joints of bis Loins 
nvere hofed^ and his Knees fmote one againft another. 

Nor does DanseJ^ who was an Eye- Witncfs thcTre- 
of, dcfcribc the Confternation and Horror of this 
abominable Prince in plainer Terms, than the Pro- 
phet Ijaiah '^\\x\x% them in, fo many Hundred 
Years before this dreadful Incident came to pifs, 
TLerefcre are my Loins filed *u/ith Pain ; Pat^s have 
taken hold of me^ as the Pangs of a Woman that travel- 

ieth : 
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Uth : / «i«if/ hirwii do-wft at the bearing of it ; 1 was 
dijmayd at the feeing of it. My Heart panted ; Fear^ 
fulnefs af lighted me ; tbt N^btof my Plea fur e bath 
he turned into Fear unto me Chap xxi. J , 4. With 
^H'hat amazing Perfpicuiry u every Circumftance 
h^rc foretold, by this divinely iilami.iatcd Writer, 
at fuch a Diihdce of Time beforehand ! What a 
Figure of the moft compleaf Woes^ and the mofi eonfum- 
mate Mifery, is here exhibited, in the Perfon of one of 
the m:>ft haughty f^ranls, and mofl powerful Princes of 
^ntiquiiy / 

Confider this, ye purple Homicides, ye Mil/ion Mur-. 
d^rcrs^ who now infejl the Earth, and fet iX^tWo-U 
in Flames for your own private andftnifter Vieivs^ 
and tvemhle : Yoa may here find, the a 1 -feeing 
Eye of Heaven, is upon all your Ways, when yoi* 
lit ie think of it ; and can never have any tolerable 
Affjrance you are not upon the Brink, of Ruin and 
ete.na MifLry, but when, after afcrious Review of 
your pjft Adtions, your own ConLicnce pronoun- 
ces you bLmelefs, and you meet nocIu;'rg thereia 
whjcrcwiih to reproach yourfclf. 

The impious Bcljhazzar himfelf, before the 
Hani-writing upon the Wall,, was in the Height 
of his Mirth and Jollity ; and thought himfelf, un-. 
doubcedly, as fccure from any i npcndi-^g Hirm, ;s 
the grcitert of you can do, in the inmotl Re.cflts 
of your Pilaces; nay, even after the Explmarion 
of it, as ominous as it was to him. and as exprefy 
as the Tranflation of his Kingdom to the Enemy, 
then bfeficging his Capital, was foretold, yet as the 
prccifeTime when this Calamity was to bcfal h'm, 
was not named, neither any Mention made of his 
being to be flain, hi» flattering Courtiers found the 
Means to diflipare thofc gloomyTerrors, with which 
this ihocking DcDuceiatton of God's Vengeance, 
bad filled him; infomuch chat he was induced to 

D 3 rea/Tume 
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reafTume his Gaiety, and continue the Debauch^ 
as if nothing had happened, and he was in full Se- 
curity. Accordingly, we find, though this Circum- 
fiance is omitted m Daniel^ that it is particulitrly 
taken Notice of in J/Aiab^ xxi. 5, immediately af- 
ter his having defcribed, as above, a>^r. 3, 4, Bel^ 
Jhaxxar^ extraordinary Confufion and Ccnflcrna- 
tion. Piipare the Tabli^ fays he, ivatch in the Watch' 
ToiA/er ; eat^ drink. Neither is this at all furprizing^ 
\\ we confider what an Infidel that Monarch wa5^ 
and how prone the bed Men are, by Nature, to Un- 
belief. 

Afrcr having given the neceffary Orders, there- 
fore, for keeping a ftri^ Watch, it could no more 
enter into his Head, that there was any PofCbiliiy 
the City fhould be furprized that very Night, and 
himfelfflainy than it could into any one of ourS| 
were we even to be z^\Mt^ of it, by the Mouth 
of a Prophet, that Fifty Thoufand French would 
enter the^ Kingdom in Four and twenty Hours, 
u/hen we had no other Intimation of any fuch Dc- 
fign, than that they had drawn down fuch a Body 
of Forces into the Neighbourhood of Calais and 
Boulogne^ 

Should we riot greatly diftrnft the Veracity of 
fuch a Propher, thou^'h otherwife a Man of an un- 
blemifhed Life and Character ? Should we not 
even call hlcn an idle Dreamer, Vifionary, and En- 
rhuiiaft ; and fhould we not (ay, that after having 
deceived himfelf into a Belief, that his Reveries, 
proceeding only from I- digcftion, were the Fruits 
of Divine Inrpiration, he was now endeavouring to 
paf» them as fuch, upon us ? Should we not 
a k whether thefc Forces had Wings; and if n6r, 
V, here .he VcfTcIs were to tranfport them ? In (bort, 
fhould we not treat both fuch a Prophet, and his 
MeiLge, with the utraoft Contempt ? Wc certain^ 

^7 
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\y (hould ; and yet we ihoald be more inexcoik- 
bleii Co doings than Bt^JhaTcxfir was on this Occa- 
Con. We profcfs a Belief in the only true God ; 
he did not ; and the Surprize of Babylon that Night, 
when there was not the leaft Appearance of Dan* 
gcr, fccmcd an Event, humanly {peaking, as iropro- 
babfe and impoffible, as that fuch a Body of the 
French^ il^ould come unawares upon us. 

If it be (aid a Miracle was wrought, tocon?inoe 
him of his approaching Difafter, we grant, it ; but 
then let it be confidercd, be had no certain Rule 
whereby to diftingui/h a true Miracle from a faife 
one; and, for aught he knew to the cobtrary, the 
Hand-writing might only be the ESedl of Arc-Ma- 
gtck, or the Deluiion of hisSenfes; nay, as the In- 
terpretation thereof was very dlfagreeable co him, 
it wa5 but natural for htm co be willing to flatter 
himself That it was fo ; and more efpecially, as the 
ChaUeans were reckoned famous for that Art, and 
as Daniel^ who had explained the Wricing, was 
thought to excel them all therein, and even was 
appointed Mafter over them. 

AH tbis being coniidered, it was no fuch Won- 
der, that the wretched Be/J&axzar, by the Perfwai> 
(i;nofhis fiittering Courtiers, fhould fo far reco* 
yer nis Spirits, as to go on with the Debauch, and 
pur off all farther Thoughts of that aiarming De- 
nunciation for the prefenr : What Probibiliry was 
there of the Enemy's piiBng the Euphrates^ oene- 
trating into the Heart of fo vaft a City, which was 
feveral Miles, and advancing even to the Palace, be* 
fore any Notice was given of tneir Approach, in 
the fbort Space of one NTight? And yet ali this» 
and more, is to be juftly apprehended, by every 
Nation; which has God for its Enemy : Gates (hall 
not only be left open, and unguarded, but Walls 
(hall fall downi and not Rivers alone, but Seas fliili 

D4 be 
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be dried up, and aJBFord a fafe PalTage, if the M- 
mighty fpeaks the Word ; and this, fomc People 
would do well tok^ep always before their Eyes. 

But, to return from whence wc have digrclled : 
The unhappy Beljhazxar^ being thus lulled again 
into a fgll and fatal Security, and inilead of making 
a right Ufc of this awakening and merciful Warn- 
ing, in breaking off his Sins by Repentance, and 
humbling himfelf before an angry God, which 
might poiTibly have delayed the impending Judg- 
ment ; having relapfed and plunged afrefh into all 
Manner of Scnfuality atid Debauchery, thereby 
provoking anew the Difplcafure of thcA/mightj, the 
Lord determines no longer to have Patience with 
him, but to cut him off in the midft of his beaftlf 
Ptedfures, immerfed, as he was, in Drunkennels 
and Undeannefs, Accordingly we find, in the very 
iame Verfe, wherein it is faid, as by the King and 
his Courtiers ; Prepare the Table, nvmtch in tbefVmtch" 
fotwer.eat^ drink: There immediately follows, as 
the Voice of God himfeif» Ari/e^ u Princes, anoint 
the Shield. 

The great Commanders, and mighty Men of Warj 
m^rch un'icr the C'^ndud and Guidance ofihc Al- 
tnightj hi m<cl' ; thfy meet w ith no Opp fition ; they 
enter the Cit; , and penetrate even to the Pa'ace, 
li^h'ch is in the Hrart thereof, and feveral Miles 
from rheGaies, before any Notice is given of t^eir 
Approach ; the numerous Garrifon, which confifls 
of a mixed Multitude of different Nation^, furpri- 
zed and difmaycd, inftead of making any Refiftance, 
betake themlelves to fl'gbt, and cfcapc as faft as they 
can to their own Countries ; whilft the BAbyUnians^ 
who continue fairhfjjl, and are devoted to Deftruc- 
tiun, undergo a genera' Mafficr^, thcmfelves, their 
V\ ivejf, and Children j and their Houfcs are given 
up to be plundered. 

Nay, 
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Nay, as if it is not enough for the Punilhment of 
Co impious a Nation, and th.ir facfi'egious King, 
that no Mercy is to be extended to any one of chem, 
not even to facking Babes, or Infants in the Womb, 
the Women are likewife to be abandoned to the Li* 
ceatioufnefs and Luft of the Soldiers, before they 
have (he Confolation of being put to Death : Oi all 
thtfe Particulars^ thongh no Mention is noade there** 
of in Daniel^ we are minutely informed in the Pro-* 
phet Ijmiulf\ even to the toral Extindion cf the 
Rbyal Kamily, and the Denial of'fo nnuch as Burial 
to Bsl/haKzar himfelf ; fee Chap. xiii. to the End, 
and Chap. xiv. from Verfe 4, to 27 inclufive. Such 
wa» the Chaftifement and Defolation of that vid and 
magnificent City in general, for their inhuman Cro« 
elty to the 1/racUtts^ and of their haughty and fu- 
perlatively wicked Tyrant in particular, for his un- 
paralleled and more than monfitous Attempt to in* 
fult over the Majefiy of Heaven, and his therel& 
notorious Breach of the Pirft Commandment. 

The next Indance we (hall produce, of the fig« 
nal and exemplary Vengeance of Heaven, upon the 
Trangrefforsof this Law, ihall be that^of Hohfer" 
nes^ that haughty and blafpbemous General of the 
j^Jfyrians, in the Reign of a former Nibu^hsJjtezzar ; 
fv>r ihb feems to have been the Name alTumed by 
all the y^rM» Monarchs, as Pharaoywas hy thole 
of E^f, and Ca/ar by the Emperors of*^ Romi» 
This Prince, who is called in Prophane Hiflory^ 
Sao/Juchinus^ having gained a great Vi^ry ovet- 
Arphaxad^ or Aphraartes^ King of the Midis^ iuhere« 
in the latter was himlelf flain ; after having dedica«i 
ted tour Months to Feaftiog and Revelling, rccaU 
ling to Mind, how he had vowed to take. Revenge, 
upon all thofe Nations, who, having been fen t to 
for that Purpofe, had rcfufcd t^.jpin him with ihe'.r 
Forces in his Expedition againft the Medes^ ap« 
pointed the bcforcment5o-*cd//dM/:wj General of 
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his Armies ; and fenr him with a prodigious Body 
of Ti 00^^ to put that his Vow in Execution : Giv- 
ing him, at the fame Time, a ftri^ Charge not to 
fpjre any who ofiercd to make the Icaft Refift- 
aacc. 

Having received this Command thea» this Gene* 
ral fet out at the Head of an Hundred and Twenty 
• Thoofand Foot, and Twelve Tboufand Horfc, 
fully determined pundually to execute the Willpf 
his Matter. Accordingly, having overrun a great 
Part of Afia Minor ^ and all Sfria^ with incredible 
Hapidity, and having pot all to the Sword, who da- 
red in the lead to oppofe him, he ftruck fuch a 
Terror into Tyn and ^idm^ and all the neighhour- 
ing^ Nations, that they fent Ambafladors to him^ 
vith the humbleft Offers of Submiffion, imploring 
hfm for Peace^ even upon his own Terms. And 
it is very poffible^ the J^^s themfclvcs might have 
followed their Example, but that Hohftma^ in or- 
der to curry Favour with his Mafter, and willing 
even to exceed his Commands, at leaft, as far as 
appears, had fuhjoined another Condition of Obe- 
dience,' to which-all thofe who were inclined to lay 
doKn their Arms, were to fubmit. 

This was, that all the Nations who acknow- 
ledged Nehuchadnizzar as their Sovereign, fhould 
likewife worihip him as their God. Now this was 
an Article, with which the Jt^i of thofe Days, who 
had lately feverely fufiered for Idolatry, and were 
then zealous for rhc hi*vingljo%Vit neither could nor 
vi^ould by any Means^ comply ; wherefore they pre«^ 
pare in Time forthfir Defence* by ftoring them- 
selves with Proviiion, and foFcifying the PaiTes, fo 
that it was no ealy Master to get at them. Be/ides 
this, they have recourfc to another Method, no Icfs 
cflFetUdl and prevalent than the former; which 
was to humble tbemfclves before Heaven by Fading 

and 
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and Prayer, and fervently to implore its Protedioa' 
againft their impious and idolatrous Enemies. 

The haughty General of the AJfyrians^ who had 
before met with little or no Oppofition, bemg in« 
formed of thefe martial Preparations of the ji^U 
and of their Refolution to witbffand him, was 
greatly furprized and iocenfed rhereat» and there- 
fore immediately calls a Council of War, ¥tf herein 
he enquires who, and what they were ; wherein 
their Strength confifted ; who was their King, and 
who commanded their Army ? 

Now it happened, amongft thofe who had fub^ 
initted to Holoferms^ and joined him with ther For« 
ces, was one ^i&/0r, Captain of the Ammonitei^ who 
gave htm a full, but fuccind Account, of the Ori-' 
gin, Religion, Tranfa^ons, Sufierings, andafto- 
nifhing Deliverances of the Jiwi^ from their being 
in Bondage to Pharaoh^ till that Day ; concluding 
the whole with this faiutary Advice, to attack them 
if they had any way finned againft their God ; bur* 
if nor, to let them alone, and pafs them by, left he 
ihould defend rhem, as he had fo often done betoreg 
and they fhould be defeated fhamefuUy, and be- 
come the Scorn of the World. This ingenuous, 
bold, and fincc^rc Anfwer, not only highly difplea- 
fed H9Ufifms^ but the whole AiTembly, infomuch^ 
that they demanded to have him put to Death i 
atid declared on the contrary, efpecialiy xhzMoa- 
bites zx\<\E^mites^ thcirNeighbours, butmoft invete- 
rate Enemies, that xhtje*ws were a defpicabie Peo- 
ple, who had ho Strength in them, and whom fTf* 
Idferms^ wirn his Army, might not only eafily de- 
feat, but utterly deftroy, or carry away captive. 

The Tumult, however, being at laft appeafed, 
the proud HdhferneSy who had already come to a 
Refolution within himfcif what he would ^o\ in or. 

D 6 dcr 
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dcr to fhcw xY^t greater Contempt, not only of the 
Jiivs thcmfcWes, bat of Jcbior^ who had rcprc- 
IcnttdiheirGoD as able lo defend them, and even 
of that God himfelf, thus haughtily addreiled 
himfeif to that Captain : j^nd'v^bo art thcu^ Achior,- 
and the Hirelings of Ephraim, that thou haft propbe- 
fied amonijl us as i'oday, and haft fat d that vse Jbould 
not make iVar ^with the People of ifracl, becauje their 
God w/// defend them ? And nvho is God, but Ne- 
buchadnezzar ? He luillfend his Power, and be nvill 
deftroy them from the Face of the Earth ; and their 
Cjovjhallnot deliver them : But ive bis^ Servants *will 
deftroy them as one Man^ f^r they are^ not able to fuftain 
fhe PcFwet of our Horfess 

After this iniblent andblafphemoutSpeecb^ with- 
inuch more to the famePurpoife, to ihew how Htrle 
Doub^ he had of overcoming, and utteriy extirpa*. 
ting the Jetxs^ in fpitc of the Affiftancc of their 
God, hetelli Achior^ *^ He fhall fee his Face nOv 
'^ Bior6 till he takes Vengeance of that Nation ;. 
** and bids him be of c^od Heart, if he verily 
**' thir.ks they (hall not fail ipto his Hands, for he 
^' niUcaufehim co be delivered tip to the '^enjos^Wi^- 
** he fhall not bedelkoyed, till bo is^eii4K>yed to- 
" gerher with them*' Accordingly,^ ha lyppt his 
Word, immediatdy ordering his Servants to convey 
him dirtdly to the Paifles, and there leave him, 
that he might fall into the Hands of the Inhabi- 
tants of Bethulia^ whicb.was done forthwith. 

But what was the E£b:d of all this> Iniblence and 
vain Boafting in this, impious and prophane Kxal- 
ter of htmfeif againii \\it Almighty^ b:$ Creator ? 
Why, the grc:at Lord of Heaven arid Earth laughs 
him to Scorn, and delivers him into the Hands of 
Judith^ a ueak Woman-; making her Beauty a 
Snare tor him, wherewith to intraphis Life, in/b- 
xnuch tbar, whilll be thought carnally to have en- 
joyed 
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!j»yed her, and for very Rapture m ihe EtpeftatioftJ 
thereof, had indulged himfclf highly in Fea(lia_^ 
and Revelling, even beyond his ordinary Cullon 
ihc Fumes of the Wine, whereof he had dra ' 
lo EnceCs, getting into hi) Hcjd, fuUcd hioi inc 
found Sleep, from vrhich he via never lo aviake, 
till his guilty and blaf^ihcmousSoul launched imo ft 
drejdful Eternity. 

In Rtnn, tljat couragious Heroine, ihe fair .7*4^ 

whom he iniendL-d lo have defiled, and i 
. Prey to hi. gltby Luft, being left alone in hitTcnr»l 
and taking Advaniiige of hie ]nioxi(.aiiDn, b:cani«| 
a ioStcient InRrument, in the Handi ef that. Go^ 
whom he had itxiciouny f«t at Defiance, to ohafti^l 
his audacious Blafbhemy, and conicmptuou; Vi^fl 
laiion of ihc Firft Commar.dtnent ; by fevering thai 
bauglity Head from hi^ Body, with his own Faiy 
chion, which he bad dared to exalt agatnd the M«jii 
High. Such vii ihe miferdble End of thi* infoleii« 
llafphtmer, which was rollowcd by (he IhamctnH 
'' ' or his numerous Army, by that Handful «(■ 

whomhchad fo highly coDteirred; and if 
iD{;it>g up hij tifelefs Head upon the WjIIs< " 
ulio, ifl become fbe Ga^lngllock and Maygame « 
11 the People of tfiacl. 



I Another InA^nce, fuU as remarkable, and indeetf- " 
her more of the Divine Vengeance, upon the 
takers of this Ltw. was, in the Perfon of HfHo- 
ai, Trcafurer to Stltucui Phihpaier, King, of Sj- 
,»bo being fcnt by that Mprarch, tiponai ' 
Wmaiionfiom a traiierous Ji'w. of ilic immeaO 
tFrcafure that was lodged in the Temple of Jm 
^Jfltm, to fetch away that facycd Depofitom, .\n_ 
being accompanied by a nnmcrousGuard for tl»|| 
Purpofc, when ail Increaliei and Rrmonftrini 
availed noihirg, to prevent fo facrilcgioui an A„, 
tcmpti WM miracuU>ufIy ogpofed by Heaven iifejfj 
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which undertook the Oefepce of that awful Place. 
For, behold, juft as he was forcing his Way ioto 
the Trcafury, there appeared to them the Figure of 
an high-mettled Srced, richly caparifoned, where* 
on was mounted a Man in complcat Armour, all of 
Gold, which, rearine up, flruck at He/iffJartu 
fiercely with his Fore-feet ; and at the fame Time 
were ieen two young Men, of exquifite Beauty, who 
fianding on each Side of the Treafurer, laihed 
him feverely with Whijxf, till he fell ijpeechiefs to 
the Ground. 

Thus was this audacious Prophaner of God*s 
"holy Temple, and Aflronter of the Majefty of Hea- 
ven, though ^attended by a numerous Train of 
Guards, cnaftiied in the noil exemplary Manner, 
and reduced to a moft mi(crable Condition, with- 
out its being in the Power of any of them, either 
CO prevent it, or afford him any Affiffance ; btit, 
caft to the Ground, fpeechle(5, and without any 
Sign of Life, he lay a wretched ObjeGt to. behold, 
and manifeff Inftance of the Divine Power, with- 
out any Poffibility of Relief, till the venerable 
High Prieff, eood Offw, whofe earneff Reprefen* 
rations he had before defpifed, was prevailed on to 
become his InrercefTor with that God, whom he 
had (b heinoufly infuired^ for Pardon and Mercy. 
Nor did the Kinghimfelf, who had ordered this 
Sacrilege to be commicred, and who, notwirhffand- 
tne; this miraculous Difappointment, was inclinable 
if ill to perfift in his impious Oefign, had he not 
been diifwaded from it by his Treafurer^ erc4pe 
with Impunity. 

In eSed, as his Inclination to perfevere in the 
fame Wickednefs, not deterred from ir, by' fuch 
vifible Marks of the divine Difpleafure, as had 
been manifefted on Heliodorui^ coniiderably ag- 
gravated hil Guilt, and ihewed a Diffofition to op- 

pofe 
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! even Heaven iifclf, the jilmighty made che vet]|»^H 
l, j>i4n, whom \\i had commanded to plunder thO^^H 

Temple, hii Inltrument lo cxecoie hU Vengeance^ ^^| 
For [hdi cvecrable AKcmpt, upon [he Head oi ihat'^^f 
wk Iced Prince who bad ordered ir. Accord in gl 7, 
rhac Traytor, taking Advant^e of the Abfcncc of 
the two oexi Heirs 10 the Crown, (oneof whom, 
Demttriat, the King's Son, had been lent to ReiMt 
as an Hoftage, in lieu of ^lieehui Epipbams, young- 
er Brother to Siltucui, wno had refided there in 
that Capacity thirteen Years, but was now wanted at 
Home, ihnugh not yet arri«d ;) that fraytor Wr- 

'. lioilarus, we ii<f, taking Adv.intage of this iheirAb-' J 

fence, imagined he might ealily make ufc of tbi» I 
commodious loterva), to fei up for himfelf ; and thii) I 
he did by poifoning his MaJicr, StItKcus Philap»tsf,t I 
and feiziog upon his Crown ; which, however, he' I 
did not ufurp long, being driven from it by th» I 
Kings Eumentt and Attalas^ who feated /iitlixhut- I 
Mpiphanei upon it. Such was the IITue and Rewardi ] 
of that intended Sacrilege, and unjult Rapine, both> 
in the Treafurer who endeavouted to execute ir,' 
and the Tyrant whocommanded it; both being 

; mide memorable Examples of that Divine Indigp-i 

nation, which hangs continually over the Heads of 
all thofc who dare audaciotifly prophane the Tem- 
ple of the Moji Nigh, and by fo doing, ITiew them- ' 
lelves notorioufly guilty of breaking the FirQ Con^' 
mandment. 1 

The next loflamre welhall produceof the dreatl" 
j ful Confequcnces of tranfgreffing rliis fai:red Law, 

I fliail be in the Perfon of ^nHodus Epiphaiiri be- 

fore mentioned, Qrother and Suct^ElTor to StUutu* 
Philapattr, whom he alfo followed in his facriJcgi- 
ovu Attempts, and tnifcrablc End Tht>ou:ra> 
gious and molt cxccrab's Tyraoi, who became a,' 
no lefs remarkable Monument of the Diuinc Vca-"- 
nnce thsn the foregoing, nociakiog Warning b^l 
[be f 
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the Punifhmenc that befel his Brother and ?rtdf 
cefTor; nor yet by the miraculoas Chaflirement of 
Htliodorus^ and the moft exemplary Proof of that 
fupernatural Power, which perpecuiilly watched 
over the Prefervatioo of the holy Temple, and the 
true Religion ; but treading exadly in the fame 
execrable Steps, and even furpailing his Brother in. 
all Manner of Impiety and Wickednefs, refolved 
to wreak his Vengeance on the y#*u;/, who had not 
io any wife offended him. 

^ Bur, as nothing is more ea(y than to make a Hin- 
die of any Thing, when one is refolved uponquar« 
relltngifothts. execrable Tyrant, the lively and ge- 
OuioeType of Amicbrifi^ having been falfly inform* 
ed^tbat jMr« had revolted againll him, lor which 
there was no other Foundacion, than that Jsfon^ 
who had wickedly fapplanted his Brother, the good 
High Prieft Onias^ and was hirofelf undermined in 
1ms Turn, by his equally wiekcd^ Brother Mendauf^ 
had raifed a Body of Forces to difpoflefs him. 
of his Office, wherewith he had made himfelf Ma- 
fieioi Jirmjalem^ all buttheCaftle: Tbi&execra* 
ble Tyrant then^ we fay, having been thu^ lalfly 
informed, as airo.thatthe.7/«iv/, upon a flying Re- 

G)rt of his Death,, whilft he was employed ibout 
8 War in Egypt^ and being greatly ezafperated 
ihoreat,. without vouchfafing to enquire whether 
thefe Rumours were true, or not, reloW^ to turn. 
his Arms againft them, and, it poffibie, to t-jKcrmir 
nate the whnje Natioat 

Accordingly he invaded Jattea-itiih a diabolical 
Fury, laid Siege to Jetufahm^ took it by Storm, 
and with unparalleled Barbarity, abandoned it for 
threie Dayt to the Rage of his Soldiers, whom he 
bad before commanded to give no Qoar^r to Young 
or Old, Man or Woman; infomuch that there fell 
by the 5word no lefs than Fourfcore Tnoafaodi of 

a.k 
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all Ages and Sexes ; befidcs Forty Thoufand that 
were taken PrifoDers^ and an equal Number t|^a€ 
were fold for Slaves. However^ noc ratified even 
with chtf unprecedented Inhumanity, nor yet wi(h 
his impious Prophanation of the Temple, by cntring 
loco the Holy of Holies y nor with adding Saci^ilege 
to Prophanation, by carrying away the golden Al* 
tar whereop they offered Frankincenie, with the 
Table of Shew-Bread^ the Candleftick of Seveo 
Branches, and all the lacred Veffels add Uteniils, 
likewife of the fame precious Metal^ which had been 
the Gift of divers Monarchs ; this M^nfter ofCru« 
elry, we fay, not fatisfied with all the(e, and with- 
out having any frefh OccaHon of Offence given 
him, refolved to make the innocent J^^i feel once 
more^ the dreadful £ffe&s of his merciicfs Difpo* 
fition. 

What induced him to this was, his being highly 
exafperated at having been forced much againOf his 
Will, by the Interpofuion of the Romans nis Con- 
querors, to defift from his intended Redudlon of 
the Kingdom ofE^pty which he had almoft wholly 
over- run, and whereof he thought himfelffure. His 
natural wicked Temper, therefore, being greatlpr 
imbif tared by this mortifying Difappointmsnt,this 
impious and inhuman Tyrant, ac his Return from 
that Kingdom, being to march through Pa/efiini, 
difpitchcd Jpollomus, one of the chief Noblemen of 
his Court, and, as it appears, a proper Inftrument 
for fuch an abominable Mailer, at the Head of 
Twenty two Thoufand Men, with Orders to dcftroy 
all the Men, and fet to Sale all the Women and 
Children. 

The inhuman Apolhnlus having received this 
Command, and b;:ing fufHciently loclined of him« 
felf pun6tually to execare it, that the poor inna* 
cent Yiftims, not being upon their Goardy might 

aeither 
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neither hide themfel? es, nor eicape» kept hb Woody 
Commiffion fecret at hia firft Arrival, determining 
&0C to put it in Execution till the SMbbatb Day^ well 
knowing he ihould then find his defined Prey in 
the Sjrnagogues, none of the Jfws who were able 
to ftir out, ftaying at Home at that Time. But 
then this Butcher oi Mankind, equally dediture of 
Religion and Humanity, at the ver^ Moment that 
the whole Body of the People, not m the lead ap- 
prehenfive of the Intended Mafiacre, as they were 
f;iiiltle(s of any Crime, and without Intention cf 
oiending any one themfelves, being employed, on 
the contrar)% in offering up their Prayers and Prai- 
fcs to their Great Creator ; at the very Moment 
fhefe poor harmlefs Sheep, were thus peaceably af- 
lembled at their Divine Worship, this helltfh Mi- 
nifter of an incarnate De7i^,Iet loofe all his Soldiers 
upon them, with a (liift Charge to cut in Pieces all 
the Men, aod.feize all the Women and Children|in 
order to their being expofed to Sale. 

This inhuman Command was executed with the 
utmoft Severity and Barbarity $ not a fingle Man. 
whom they could meet with, efcaping the general 
Butchery ; iafbmuch that every Part of the To^^a 
ftreamed with Bioo(f: This done the City was given 
op to be plundered ; and, after all rhe rich Move- 
ables were carried off. Fire was fet to divers Parts 
cf it. What Houfcs, or Rematan of Houfes, were 
yet (landing, after the Devaftation by the Flame% 
were demo.ifhed ; and wi'h the Ruins, was built 
a ilrong Fortrefs on the Top of one of the Hills of 
Dtfi^/V, which was juft oppofice to the Temple, and 
commanded it. Herein chat impious and barbarous 
Wretch, Apollonius^ placed a ftrong Garrifon, not 
only with Ocfign to keep in Awe the whole y#«v(^ 
Nation, but likewife to watch ftridly over, and de« 
ftroy all« who came to worihip theZiv/V^^Goo 

Accord- 
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AccoTitiogljr, whenever any approached [beretOi 
the Garrifon raflied out, and cruelly butchering 
tbem, ihrew rheir Blood over every Part of chff 
Sjnftuary, or Ho!i BfUolin ; polluting it alfo by all 
other Means polTiblc: Then was a Siop put both 
f'lthe Morning and Evening Sicrifices, as was pro- 
pheried many Years before by Daaiil, and the Abo- 
mination of Dc[bla[ion fee up in the Hj.'j P/ace ; 
infomucli that no (rue Worftiippec durll come near 
it. Thus, this impious Tyraut, and his as wick ei) 
Agents, not content wiih treating their FcIIowt 
Creatures with all imaginable Cruelty, waged War, 
in a Manner, with ihcM^^ High God himfelf; and, 
as if it wag not enough, not to acknowledge and 
ferve him ihemrdves, rerolved to deter all otheii" 
from doing if, even at the Peril of their Lives. 

But Euen ihii was not fuHidciit for the hellifli 
Bage wherewith Antwhus was aoimated ; the hare^ 
Pre«ni;on of the outwaidWor(h.ipofthe7>a<GoD, 
in hii People, would not Tatitfy him ; no, he was 
determined, not only to force them to Forbear froni 
the Service ot their Creator, but alfo to compel' 
them 10 adore, or preicnd to adore, the fame faifa 
Deities with himfeif i nay, with fuch implacable 
Malice, was this fav-ige Monller ai^uated toward^ 
that unforiaRaic Nation, that without an LmpliciXi 
Obedience to fuch his impious Command, whictl . 
he was prctry well affured, chey^ifi, the moft ia< 
naciaus of their Religion of any People upo». 
Earth, would never pay, that he fully purpofed,' 
on their Non-comiiliantc therewith, utterly tocx* 
tirpaie ihetn, and their Worfliip. 

But did thii Giant in Iniquity, whom nc fiiitt 
fooii ice humbled to the Dul^, know with whot^' 
he had then fetbimfelf at open Defiance ? Did he 
conlidcr, that in Imitation of the fabulous Tiiam of ' 
Aoti^uity, he (t9» tbffl dCBQiuicing War agaioA 
" " ; ' Heaven 
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Heaven icfeif? Thathew^s' contending, not with 
the Ibmans, who, ne^rthelefs, though mere Men» 
had been able to wreft a Kingdom out of his Hand 
with a Wordy but with a Power, who, with the 
Breath of his Mouth, could, in a Moment, preci- 
pitate him from the Height of Glory and Grandeur 
to the lowed Abyfs of Mifery and Wrecchednefs ;. 
could render him, in an IoAant,no longer the Ob- 
}t€t of Fear, or Reverence, but of Scorn and Con- 
tempt, to the very People agalnd whom he was 
then breathing nothing but Slaughter ; nay, which 
is yet worfe, the Objeft of Loathing and Abhor- 
rence to the meaneft Staves about him, and even 
to himfclf ? No, he never reflc6\ed fcrioufly, that 
there was a Pofllbi.ity of his undergoing fo fcvere 
and deplorable a Reverie of Fortune ; and for 
Want of this falutary, though mortifying Thought, 
behold him polling on to inevitable Deflrudion, 
andendlefs Woes a memorable and. fingular Ex- 
ample of the Divine Vengeance ; and a wholcfome 
though perhaps difagrecable Mo.jtQry, to all fuc* 
ceeding rrince^i not to exalt themfelves againll the 
M9fi High, 

Heaven dfd not, however, think fir to put an 
immediate Stop to xhz impious Carreer of this abo« 
rbinahle Tyrant ; no, the Lord being willingi for 
a Seafon, to expofe the Faith and Obedience of hit 
People to a fevcre and fiery Tria^ permitted this 
Mii^reant, more like a dcflroying Angel^ than any 
thitig Human, to excrcife his utmoft Birbarity Uj^on 
them. Accordingly, in order to in force the Exe- 
cution of the beforementioned irrelgious and infa* 
mous Decree, Anthcbus fpnt one of bis infernal E<- 
miflaries, Athenaui by Name, into Judaea and Sax 
maria^ to fee it pun&ually obeyed. 

As for the Samaritans^ they were fo far from 
Slewing any Reluftance to comply therewith, that 

they 
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_iey prdcntcd a Pcritton la Epifbanti, wherein ihey 
declared thcmfelvcs doc m be fiivi i and detired 
[heir Temple on Mount G'n'Kint, wlilth was built 
to p'eveP[ the f/ratlitei goin^ uf lo ferafahm IQ 
wo'fllti', might be conlccated to Jupiler^ [he Pra^ 
ii3sr tf Strangers. BJt ihc Gencfjliiyof the Pco- 
p'eiQ yudaa^ were far from following this wicked 
Bicatni'le ; tnsoy of whom deiermiiied ro fubmit to 
the moll cruel Dd'ih, rather than comply there* . 
with. 

One of thefc, Maflaibiai by Name, a Prieft who 
dwelt at MaJiit, being Ainiiiioiied amongft the 
rell, to conform to the JCi'ig's Command, together 
with hi] five Sons, all Mcngionn, and burnirig 
with an aritent Zej! for the Law of God, relolute- 
lyatirwered, with a loud Voice, " Though allthe 
" Nations upoti Earth fhou'd obry Jiti»tiui,zai 
•■ all the People of I/rafi fhouM forlakc the ' 
" Law of their Forefaihenr. yet would himfdf, 
" with hi» SoD% and firethrco, adhere inviolably 
'* thejeto." 

Kot farisficd with ihif andaunted Dechntion, 
upon feeing a 5" '"w approach rhe Pagan AUir, to 
facrilice ihcteon as required, b-ing iranfported with 
a. jufl and holy Indignation, aPicr the Example of 
PbiMihat. ht; rufhed u^on the Ajpoliate, and flew 
him ; after whit:li, being alTiHed by his Sont, and i 
fome othcfj, be fe.I likewife upon the King's Com- 
miFGoDcr, and hi* Kolloweu, and having difpatch- 
tA ihent, pulled down (he Altar: This done, pro- 
claiming aloud in the Ctiv, Ifbafii-vir ii xia/sm e/ 
tbt Laiit, titd main'eiiutblbt Cavinant, lit him follput 
ml i he Miihdfcw itito the Mountains, w>iere be 
and hit Sons brawcly mjintained themfcive*, in fpjte 
efall the Forces ^auV^i^j could fend againft them i ' 
jnd laid (he Foundation for the Bc-eOablilhment 
^^ihc yru"/£Garernment and Religion. Nay, fa ^ 
^K highly 
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highly did Heaven approve 6^ and ptofiJer thi« 
their Undertaking, and the heroic ^eaJ ihey had 
manifeflcd (or the Divine Glory, that fupporiing 
ihem with incredible Sue cefs, and miraculous Pro* 
tc&ion againft all their Enemies, rhcy »ci e enabled 
to preferve the Adminiftration of Affairs in iheir' 
Family, called from one of their Anceftors, A/bib- 
rttus, ihc ^minian Race, firft under the "Htle of 
HJghPnefts.andafrerirardsof Kings, till thcTime . 
of Hired the Sqo ol jfytipaler, an Idumaan, upon 
whom it was conferred by Mark AnthoKj, jult before 
■he Birth of the Saviour of Mankind. 

But Mmttaihiat and his Familj-, were not the On- 
ly Ptrfona who fignalizcd themfclves, though Jo b 
diScrent Way, by rcfufing to comply with this im- 
pioui Decree ; divers others, young and old. Men 
and Women, with a Conllancry not to be Inakca 
by the uimoft Terrors, deterniined rarhcr to ex- 
pire in the mofl exquifite Tortures, than, by con- 
forming thereto, to violate the Firft Command- 
ment. AmongR the ForemoH of thefe, tfie vene- 
rable Eleaaar, a Doflor of ibe Law, of Ninety 
Vcars of Age, and of an exeinplary Life, and un- 
blemilhed Charadcr, emlnenify diftinguifhed him-' 
fclf. 

Many latreatiej nere, at fitH, ufed with this an> 
cieni Father, whofc very Look would have moved.' 
Compaffion in any, but fjch as were worre than 
Savaget, TO induce him to comply with iheTyrant'i 
Command, by eating Swine's FUffi, which had' 
been offered to Idols; hni he, prelercj'ng Obc- ' 
dience lo ihe Law of the King of Kings, whereby 
this wat forbidden, before a fervile Compliance 
with the Will of any earthly Prince, abfolutely rc- 
fufed. Hereupon, they who were ordered to fee 
this Injunflioo put in Force, having been many 
Veart acquainted with him, bcggd him to bring' 



of the First Commandment." 'ft 

(bme of hia own Provifion, and eat of that before 
them, that it inighc be imr^giaed by the People, he 
iiul partaken of the Sactilice, ptirfuant to ilie Dt- 
Citeof Efifiairei, and he might thereby fave his 
Ltif* i but tnb' venerable Hero, dctefling fuch an 
impicius HrevBtication and Collofion, whereby ma- 
ny might have been induced, after his fuppofed Ex- 
smple, to difobey the Divitie Lav, would not in 
iny wife give Ear to Tuch a wicked Deceit. Enra- 
god, at this hbunfliaken Pcrfeverancc in well do- 
ing, hia quondam Friends changing, on a fudden, 
the Good will they bore him a iitile before, into 
Hatred, hurried him away to ihe Place cf Execu- 
tion, where, after having pa:ie<iily endured the , 
moft cruel Tormenti, he rcfigned his Breath ^ Icav- , 
ing to all hit Countrymen a glorioas Example of , 
Virtue,aad holy Kcfolutioa. 

Nor lefs rcn.arkab'c, or edifying, nai the In- , 
fiance of a certain y<iu//ft Matron, iind her fcffen , 
Sons, who were all ie.zzd in ore Day, and dragged 
before jfnihi^Ks who caufed ihcm to be cruelly 
fcourged, in order to compel them to pollute them- 
felve!, by partaking of his idolatrous Feads, not* , 
wilhfianding which, ihey all refoluiely refufed to . 
comply. Highly cKafperatcd chercar, the furious , 
Tyrant, beginning wirh [he eldeft, determined to , 
puE them lo the cruelleft of Deaths; and firft he 
caufei his Tongue to be cut our, and the Extre- . 
mities of his Limbs fevered trnm his Body ; thus 
maimed in every Part, but yet alivr,he wa^k brought 
tQ 8 large Fan, which was prepared for that Pur- ^ 
pofe, and placed therein upon the Fire, till he was 
fryed lo Death, in ihc Prefence of his hloiher and ^ 
Brethren, who, ii the n^can while, were exhorting . 
each oLher to die manfully for their Keligion. 

The fecond was then feJKd, and after the Hair 
and Skin were torn from (he Crown of hu Head, 
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was asked whether he would comply ; which hav- 
ing refufedy he was then tortured in the fame Man- 
ner with the former ; profeffing, at the lafi Ga(p» 
his firm Belief^ that though he fuffered for Gob 
upon Earth, he would rail^ him up to everlafting 
Life. The Executioner then proceeds to the 
Third, who, being commanded, readily put out 
his Tongue, and ftretched out his Hands to be cut 
oflF ; bravely crying oat, " Thcfe I received front 
** Heaven, and for God^s Laws, I delpife them ; 
*• hoping from him to have them agaip." Then 
was the Fourth mangled and tormented in the fame 
Manner; crying oat, when juft ready to die, *< It 
'* is gocMi, Deing put to Death by Men, to look 
** for Hope from Goo, to' be railed up again by 
'' hiin ; as for thee, thou ilialt have no Refurrec- 
«* tion to Life.*' The Fifth being next equally 
mangled and tortured, faid boldly to the Tyrant, 
** Thou haft Power over Men, though thou art cor* 
** ruptible, but think not our Nation is forfaken of 
** Goo ; but abide a while, and behold his great 
'< Power, how he will torment thee, and thy Seed.** 
The Sixth then fucceeded to the fame fiery Try- 
al, who being ready to expire, cried our, <* Be not ' 
^ deceived without Cauic; for. we fuffer thcie 
^* Things for ourfelves, having finned againft our 
<< Gt>D : wherefore he pernuts us to be thus pu« 
<* niflied ; but think not thou, that dareft even to 
*< flrive with the Jlmigbtf^ that thoo ihalt efcapc 
^ with Impunity.** 

• 

All this while the Mother, who had been tht 
Spe^tor, by Gompuliion, of this inhunaan Tra« 
gedy, fupportedthe Sight with invincible Patience, 
and incredible Reibtution ; being upheld by hee 
firm Truft and Confidence in Heaven ; infomuch*. 
that fhe conftantly exhorted them t6 Perfeverance 
in the fame gtorxoos Courfe ; and thoogh far front 

being 
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being deftitate of Maternal Tendernefs, animated 
them with a more than Mafculine Courage, by 
Words to this Effed: : «* I cannot, by any Meaoi^ 
*< conceive, in what Manner you ,was formed in 
«* my Wdmbi for it was not in my Power either 
*' to infpire you witb a Soul, animate you with 
«* Life, or famion your Limbs : No, this was ^W 
« far beyond the Art of Man, and confequendy 
^ -mufl be the Work of our all-wife Creator ; iiod 
** doubtlefs, the fame omnipotent and merciful 
** Being, who firft made Man arer his own Image, 
**• and called forth every Thing we fee, out of Mo- 
** thio^, will one Day reftore you again to Life, 
<* of h'u infinite Goodnefs, to reward you for ha< 
^* ving defpifed it here, for the fake of obierviog 
''.his holy Commands." 



Six of her Sons having thus expired under the 
mod inhuipan Torments, and there ftill remaining 
her fcventh and youneeft Child, the Tyrant An- 
tiachta left no Means; u- efl[ayed, to prevail on him 
to forfake the Law or his Fathers, pollute him- 
felf by eating Swine's Flefh, and embrace his 
falfe Religion. To this eni4, he not only pro* 
mifed, but afTured him with Oaths, thar, on his 
Compliance, he would promote him to Riches, Ho« 
nour, and Power, and repofe a Truft and Confi- 
dence in him : And being fearful, left all this fliould 
not be fofficient, the yotmg Hero feemiog equally 
unmoved, both by his Promifes and Thrcateningt, 
the Tyrant addreflcd himfelf to the Mother, and 
exhorted her, to advife, that her Uft remaining 
Child, to avoid the fame Fare as his Brethren, and 
fave his own Life, by a timely Obedience to his 
Command % whereupon, that glorious Heroine 
promiled him, chat ihe would indeed give him the 
moft falutary Couofel in her Power. 

Accordingly, going up to her Son, and direftirg • 
het Speech to him in the Jcwijh Language, full uf 

E ^ 
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a noble Contempt of the Tyranr, and his utmoft 
Cruelty, fhe thus confirmed him in his Refolution, 
to fufFer all Things* rather than forfake the trae 
Religion, and worlhip Devils : ^' Have Pity oo 
«< roe, O my Son f on me, who not only bore yoa 
<' Nine Months in my Womb^ but nourifhed you ' 
«* for Three Years, with Milk from my Breaftsy and 
«^ brought you up ever fince to Man's Rfl'ate, aod«- 
*^ took due Care of your Education. J conjure 
•^ you, therefore, my dear Child, confider the 
*< Heavens and the Earth, and all chat is contained 
<^ therein, how they were created by an Almighty 
«< God out of Nothing, as was Man likewife.of the* 
<« Duft of the Earth. Fear not then, my Son, this 
<< bloo^ly Tyrant, and cruel Executioner, neither 
'< dilhonour thy Brethren ahd Family, by a baie 
^< and cowardly Compliance with the King's impi- 
'* ous Commands ; but, being worthy of thy Bre- 
*^ thren, do thou follow their glorious Example, 
*' by rubmit(ing chearfully to Death ; that, by the 
*< LHvine Mercy, I may receive thee again with 
'* theiti, in another and better World." 

Hereupon, even whilft fhe was thus fpeaking, 
the young Man, ftrongly animated by her pious 
Example and Counfel, cried out aloud, *' For 
** what wait ye ? I will not obey the King's Com- 
*' mand, but the Divine Law, that was given our 
•« Forefathers by Mofes,'* Then addrcffing him- . 
felf dire^ly to the King, who was prefeot, *•* And 
*^ as for thee (purfued he) who haft been the wick* ' 
^ ed Author of all the Calamities of the Hehrtws^ 
** thou ihalt not efcape the Vengeance of the jSh 
** t^g^V' Our Sufferings indeed are ju(^, as they 
*' are the due Reward of qur Sins ; neverthelels^ 
•* thovigh the U'vhg God be angry with us for a ^; 
</ Time, in order to chaftifc, . corret^, and reform 
'* us, his Wrach will foon be appeafed, and he will 
^* be reconciled again to us his Fcbpie. 

But 
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^* Bat sis for rhee; I repeat it once more, thou 
** mod wicked; and moft impious of all Men, be not • 
** exalted witboat a Cau(e» nor elate with oncer* 
** tain Hopesy after lifting up thy Hands againft the 
<< Servants of the Moft High God ; for thou haft 
*< not yet efcaped the Judgment of the j^migbty^ 
** whofe Eyes are over all che Works of the Chil- 
*• drcn of Men. As to my Brothers, v^ho have ex- 
*« fired under thy Torturts, after a Moment's Suf- ' 
** ftring here, theiy now taftic eternal J6ys, having 
^ died under the Covenant of everlafting Life ; 
*r whilft thou, through the juft Judgment of God, 
«* Aalt receive the due Reward of tliy Pride and 
** Imjpiety. ' And I tny (elf alfo, in Imitation of my 
" Brethren, Am now "teady freely to give uo my 
*» Body and Life for the Laws of my*Forefathcr« ; 
*< humbly bcfecching Almighty Go^t 'hat he would 
** foon extend his Mercy to our Nation ; and force 
*< thee, by variousTorments and Plagues, to confefs 
<* that he alone is the Li'ving God ; as alfo that his 
^* Anger; which' is juftly fallen upon the HeheAfs 
«< for their Sins and Wickednefs, may termitulte ^ 
*< with my Death 'add SiiiFeriiigs, and' thofe of my 
«* Brethren.'* 



-:■> 



•It may well be imagitied, that fo cruel a Tyrant^ 
enraged and exafperated'to the Height at finding * 
htmlelf fo difappointed; mocked, and infulted^ 
would wreak bis citnioft Vengeance npon the help- 
IcfsObjed bfbJBFuryV''a«'Cordingly he Caufedirhi^ 
young Man 'to 'be tortured yet more grievouOy than 
aiTy of ftftjBflothersr vAfrer which, to clofe the 
bk>ody''Soen«'(apleaftfott' that Time) and to ihew ■ 
that no Age nor SexKhould efcape his Barbarity, 
he diufW the Mother likewifc, who had already 
fuflcred th* woift'of Torments, in being forced to 
b^ Wttnefs tothe Agoniesand Murder <^Chfrr (even 
hi^pefb! Cliildren, to fufier Death alfo in the fame. 
MWftWfh*^ «- .Oil--.. . .. 

L: 5 
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But it was noc long before the Divine Juftice 
overtook this cruel aod abominable Tyranr* Perie- * 
cuter, Murderer» and Blafphemcr, and tortured . 
htm in as grievous a Manner, as he had many Hun- . 
drcds of the Ji^s\ forcirg chis Monfter of Cruelty • 
and Inhumanity, who before neither regarded God 
nor Manytoconfefs, though much agaioft hisWilli 7 
and it is to be feared, when it was too late, that it 
is ft to befuhj§a tmto //&/ Almichty, and that Mam | 
mho is mortal, JhoHid not think of himfelf as if bt njixtn 
God. a S| eech, which it were greatly to be wifh- 
cd, that fome modern Princes, who tread too much 
in the Steps ot this impious and bloody Tyrant, 
would keep perpetually in their Remembrance; to 
the end, that the Pear of meeting with the like . 
Fare from the Hands of Providence, might deter ■ 
them from continuing any longer the Pefts of Hu. 
man Society, and fpieading Defolation all over the 
World, like a deftroying Angel. 

In effed, this moft wicked of all Princes, who for 
Ills figmii Impiety^ and bloody Perfecution of the 
Church of God, is {tx forth to. us in the Scriptures 
as an apt Type of Anthhrift^ who in After- Ages is 
to afflidb and harrafs the Chriftian Church, foon 
after filled up the Meafure of his Iniquities, by hit 
defperate and monftroas Refolutioos to perfift in his 
Hatred and Cruelty to the People of God ; and be- 
came a moft remarkable Example of bisVengeance^ 
and of that exquifite Mifery which all muft exped^ 
who dare to exalt them fel vet againft Heaven. For^ . 
whilft he was abfent in Anmmia^ and Ptrfia^ wbi* 
ther he went not only to levy the Tribute, which 
had not been paid regularly, but with Dcfign to 
pi under the Temple of Eijmait, where, at he had 
been informed, immenfe Riches had been repofited^ 
^datSiACfshnu^ who, at the Elead of a few faithful- 
ynvi, had taken up Arms in Oetencc of the trno 
Religion, defeated Jfoiioniyt Governor of Sammm. ; 

and 
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and Siran. a General of the Syritn Army. The 
Ne*s of this double O/crthrow being brought lo 
jJiiUchu!, highly c^.ifperated sgatnft ilic whole 
JfuUfi, Njtion, and bcni upon Revenge, he levied 
a vaft Army, but Money fslingdiDrt tor the Pay- 
meri thereof, «»% obliged to divide hi> Forces, aod 
fend only one Pjrt of it againft them, under the 
Command of Lfi^i, one ot the Royal Blood, whillt 
wiih the other he went toto ^mtma, which had 
levolted againR him. 

Lyjiai, in Obedience lo the Ofde^s he hsd re- 
ceived, which were no lcf> thai) to etricfminate the 
whole Kace of the HtbrfWi. or tranCphnt them, by 
felling them ai SUves into oihcr Countries, fent 
Ptalimj Macron at the Head of Fony ThooCsod 
Foot, and Seven Thoiirand Horfe inlo jadea, to put 
ihc K in gV Com minds in Exccurion. And fhhmu 
' for the greater Djfpaich, detached SUaner, as 
Lieutenant Geneial, with Twenty Thoufand Mi 
piving htm, asan Aliiltjot, one Gorgiai, a vetci 
Officer, of conluinmatc Experience, 

But to fee how vain are the Counfcls of Men, 
• w'nen God it not called to the Cnnfuliariou i ihis 
formidabie Detachment, nhich thought lo have 
'devoured yw<^», and hia Handful of iitrepidWar- 
riarj, who put their whole Trufl in Heiveo, wcrs 
fllamefully defeated by them, and Nicanar forced la 
fly with Ignominy and Grief to Anliechui. Not 
content with this, after giving due Thanks t " 
mighty God, antj rolcmmziog theSabbJtliinih 
devout Mdnucr, Judai having hejrd thai Tin 
and BactbiJa, two other Generals, were c 
againft hiro, marched out to mcei ihem, l 
Overthrew them, put lo the Sword above Tweti-1 
ty Thoufand, and returned buck in TriumptijJ 
with Vdll Spoils, which he ploudy diittibuied 
equally, amongll the Ancient, (he Miiimed, the 
E J Widows 
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Widows^ and Orphans, a? well as amongft his own 
Men. ., 

• - ■ ■■ .1 • " . . ' 

Enraged at thefe repeated Overthrow?, and zea- 
lous to put t4ie King^ impious Commands in Exe- 
cution* in rptte of all Oppofition, Lyjias himfelf 
refolved to march againft him, with no left than 
Sixty Thoufand Foot, and Five Thou fand Horfc« 
»U choice Troops ; a. j^ower fufficient, one would 
think, to have fwallowed them up. But vain is 
the Help of Man without the Protedion ot Hea- 
ven! Actordlngly ywn'iiii,. no ways difmayed at 
their Multitudes, boldly marched againft them, at 
the Head of only Ten Thoufand Men, and put 
thera ihamefuDy to flighti with the Slaughter of 
Five Thoufaod Sjrians. 

During thefe Tranfafiionf, the haqghtv and im* 

■ pious Anfiochus having been at Efymmt^ with Inceiic 

to plunder the Temple^ as was before obferyed, 

his De/ign having taken venr, met with a fharoc- 

ful Repulfe ; the Inhabitants of the City and Coun- 

r«'y adjacent, taking up Arms in Defence of their 

Temple, and driving him away with Ignortiiny, 

Tbenderfouck at this Difgrace, . and exafperared at 

his Difiippoinimaar^' he retired to Echatawy where 

- he received th^ unwelcome News of the Defeat of 

' Nicantr and Timotbitu. This incenfing hicn yec 

more, he refolvcd to be fully revenged upon the 

Jrwt for all ; and accordingly ordered his Army 

to march, with the utmoil Expeditioo, towards 

Judea. 
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But he had not got beyond ^d^/^, when he re- 
ceived the yet more moicifyiog Account of the Q- 
verrhrow of Lyfias ; and, which w^isyet worfe.that 
the jrwi h4id retaken the Temple of Jerufahm^ 
thrown down ail the Altars and Idols he bad isx up 
there, purged the Sao6tuary, anid re-^ftablifl^ed 
their ancient Worihip. ■ This News increafingliis 

Fury 
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Fary beyond all Bounds, he immediately ordered 
his Charioteer to drive on with the utmoft Speedy 
that he mi|ht the fooncr fa^ia^e his Vengeance, 
vowing to ^ake yerufaUm the common Bury in g- 
'Place of the whole 7f«;'J^ Nation^ and not leave 
a (logic Inhabitant therein. 

Scarce had he uttered this (hocking ExpreiSon, 
before this v^icked Monfter, whom the Judgments 

' of Heaven now followed, was flruck with an incu- 
rable and hividble Plague, labouring under the . 
.moft exqui(ite Paids in the Stomach and Bowels. 
However, nothing amended by this fevere Re- 

, proofi neither feeing the Hand of Divine Juftice in 
this Vi(itation, but AiSering himfelf to be hurried 
away by the wildTranfports of his Fury, and breath- 
ing nothing but Revenge againd the whole Race of 
the 7fw/, he ftill continued to give Orders for 
proceeding onwards with all Expedition : But as 
the Horfes flew along full Speedy he was tofTed by 
a fadden Jolt from the Chariot, and bruifed grle- 
roufly all over, fo that he was forced to be put into 
aLitter, where he fuffered inexprefilble Torments. 

At length, fb dreadful was his Condition, that 
Worms bred in every Part of him, his FIe(h rot- 
ting away Piece-meal, till the Stench grew fo great« 
that it became intollerable to his whole Army, and 
even at laft to himlelf. Then, and not till then, 
did this impious Monfter begin to come to himfelfi 
and acknowledge there was one In Heaven above 
him ; // it fit ^ fays he» as was before obferved, /• 
he fuhjeB unto G«^, and that Man, who it mortal, 
fibould not think himftlfai if hi nvitt God, It was 
cow however fomewhat of the lateft ; for we are 
a(rured by the Writer of the Maccabees^ if he had 
at all the Gift of Infpiration, (and it was never yet 
decided to the contrarv) that this ivicked Per/on 
njo'wed unto the Lord, *who would now no mort havo 
Mercy upon hitn. 

E 4 "Sxx 
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In tSt&f as if he thoughr he could impofe upon 
the Almighty himfelfy as he had often done upon 
Man, particularly upon his Nephew Ptolomj PbUt- 
meior^ King of Egypt^ he promifcd to exert hb ut- 
niort Liberality and Favour towards the Jt^ws^ 
God's chofcn People ; to inrich the Temple with 
mod precious Gifts, in CompenHition for having 
inoH facrilegioufly plundered it ; to defray, out of 
his own Revenues, the Sums neceflary for all their 
Sacrifices ; and even to turn Jen»} himfelf^ and tra- 
vel throughout the World, \o declare the mighty 
Power of the Gan of ^tf//. 

Ala.s poor Wretch ! little did he know, that the 
jtlmighty not on! y faw the inmoft Secrets of his Heart 
th n, but had expredy and minutely foretold all his 
Abominations, by the Moiith of the Prophet Z)^- 
nielf many Years before he or his Forefathers w^^e 
born ! Heaven therefore not being to be impo^ 
on, as he had lived ov/VA/^/^ and ii»//ou^, he di^ 
mtfetablj and terribly » in a ftrange Country^ in tl^e 
Mountains, leaving this ufeful Example to all fu- 
ture Princes, not to exalt themfelves above the 
Mofl High, by the Perfecution of a People, which 
he looks upon as his own, and confequently 
as a mofi btniou$ Violation of the Fir ft Compiand- 
xncnr } (iuce it is no le(s than afbual Rebel! ion, and 
attempting to wage War even with Goo himfelf. 

r 

The lad Example we (hall cite at the prefent, of 
the dreadful EfFeds of the Breach of this Divine 

'. Mandate, though we might (well the Catalogue with 
innutrte'able i^(la^ce^» both.-ifom Ancient and Mo- 

' detn Hiftory, Ihall be that of Herod the. Tctrarch; 
And this Example we the rather choeici before 
many others, becaufe, though this Prince imbrued 
his Handk in the Blood of the Apoftle y^mes, aiid 
intended lo have done the fame by Peter alfo ; na/^ 
though he even was fo audacious, together withnts 
Men of War, to fct our BlefTcd Saviour himlclf 

at 
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at nought, and mock bim : yet ihe Crime fur whic 
he wai more immediately puniftifd, and ihat i. 
flancaieoufly, direaiy, and (l^tuilly, by the Han 
ofHeiTen icielT, to a fuperficial Header, ar.d onC^ 
who do» not maiurely and delibera'ely confider^ 
and weigh every Circumdance, will appear bus J 
very flighr, and what ihc Generality of Pajiijl 
would fcarcely reckon even a vcniiil Sin. 

In elfeft, what Account does the Scriptarc git* 
US thcrcot, ^iSixii. zt. 22, 23 ! " And upon a 
" fet Day. HenJ^ arrayed in Royal Apparel, faq 
*• upon Ms Throne, and made an Oration ui 
*' [hem. And the People gave a Shout. Oying ici 
•• Uthe Voice of a God, and DOt of a Man 
'* iramcdiaiely the Angel ot the Loud I'mot 
*' beCHufe he gave noi God the Glory ; 
'• was ca[en of Worms, and gave up the Glioft." 

Now, whai is there in thcfe Verres, that feemd 
fo unpardonable a Crime in Htrcd, ii to cail dowW 
the immediate Judgment ot Heaven upo^i him 1 
He makes a Speech, probably a very clc{>acit oncg' 
his Courtiers highly pleifcd therewith (oracleaft-; 
pteccnding to be fa) exaggerate ihe Merits thereof, 
» the Mannir of all Courtieri ii, and brea' ' 
into loud Acclamations, wherein the People 
them, cry our, // (/ the Caict efa Gai, and n*t afa^ 
Man. Would not any ore. at firlt View, imagirX 
■II the Guilr, or at leall the greeted Parr hereof 
in ihti Tranfdftion, was chargeable on the Multi 
tude. and not on the King! They fla'ter hi« 
ejtiravjga'illy. and deify him ; he only 11 ti 
plcafed, and acquierces therewith. 

In effcfl, from ail that appears in Scriptut 
wiihouc the Gift of Revclaiioti, rhe G^ult -xi boi 
Sides Teemi to be pretty equal ; the Pc< pir ifcribe^ 
to him Honours, wnit:h were no usyt due to him, 
or any created Being, und he accept chem, without 

E 5 ^sAlv^-a.^ 
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4eilifyiog bis Diilikc. and perhaps with an 'inwarfl 
Complacency 1 But there are many CircuiAftanccp, 
ivbich are only known to the gre^c Searcher of 
Hearts, which might greatly inhance, and aggra- 
vate the Guilt of the King,^ and extenuate and al* 
leviate tfaat of the People : On ope fide, it might 

be only a (liah^Ilraioc^ CpmplimeA^ and a though^* 
lefs Expreffion of their Praife; on the other, it 
might not only be aecepced with CoiBplacency, and 
fwallowcd down with Pieafure, but might puff up 
Herod fo much, and^ might fo far intoxicate him 
with a Conceit of his own Merir^that he might in- 
wardly give Way to a Belief^ that he really was 
fomewhat moce than an ordinary Mortal, 

Or,exclufive of all thefeCircnmAance^he.migbe 
have fo far aggravated his fori^qr Guilt, which ua- 
doubtedly was before very great, ny his murder- 
ing the Apofile James ; by his Defign to do the 
fame by PeOr i by bis putting to Death the in- 
nocent Keepers* on the Efcape of that Apoftle ; 
and.abQve all by his prophane Mockery of his gr esc 
Creator ; he might have fo far aggravated his for- 
mer heinous ^ilt, »e fay, by this additional 
Ciime, that-he thereby filled up the Meafure of his 
Iniqui^yt and became the immediate Obje& of the 
Divine Vengeance. But however that be^ of th/s 
we may })e well aflured, that the Almighty Judge 
of Quick and Dead, to whom the Secrets of aJl 
-Hearts are oper^ and. who is both infinitely Jutland 
infinitely merciful, and long*fuffering, £aw a w^e 
Difference between the Guilt of the one, aodt^e 
others, or el'fe he would equally have made them s(li 
alike Examples of his Jaftice. We have noW 
fccn 'n the before rcciccd \{\^ iXiCcs o£ Pharaoh^Sen* 
nachertb^ Nducba^nezscar^ Hoiofernes^ Bej/hazzar, An- 
tiochus^ and Herod^ the dreadiul and fiCal Confe- 
qqepces of violating this -fird great Precept .of 
the Moral Law, cgmroooly callj^;tJ^,Tcn Cora- 
* mandment^> ^qu JhaU fai^e hone other Gods' hut me. 

We 
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We may like wife have" pbfcrved at the fame Time, 
the bleflid and happy EfFefts of paying a due Re- 
gard thereto, in the Pcrfons of iWiy^/, Hexeklah^ Sba^ 
drach^ Mejhacky and Abtdneg$^ Danitl^ Judith^ Judas 
MaccaheuSf and his Brethren ; who were under" the 
immediate Protediion of the Divine Power, and 
againft whom all their Enemies in vain combi- 
ficd and confpired. We fhall, therefore, leave it 
Xp the Reflection of every confiderate Perfbn, 
lirhfch State is rhe moft eligible, to have the Al-^ 
hitgbtj for our Friend^ or Enemy, and which any one 
of common Senfe would chufe. 
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C HAP. II.. 

I 

0/ the good and bad Confequences of the 
Ohfervance^ or Non-Obfervance of the 
'.. Second Cominandment, * 

TBEl Wordflof thit Comroaodment are as 
follow : • %f»§m Jbalt mt mak& to thyfilf 
toy Grasuen Im^i^ n§t the Liktntfs rf any ^bing 
that is in Hea^vtn'abvve^ or in the Earth beneath^y 
or in the Wateri under the Earth, '^hou Jhalt not 
bow dcFwk to theftit nor tworjhip them s For I the L^rd 
tky God iistm A jfiakug Gfidy and 'vifit the Sins of the 
Fathers lepm theChildren^uuto theTiirdan^FoartkOe^ 
newatiob ofthjtsn that ha^ me\ andJhewMi'rty unto Tkou' . 
/ands of them that Jove me ^ and keep my Commandments, 
Now, the Thing here cxprcfly forbidden, is neither 
mo»;c nor Icfs tiiari the Worfhip of Images or Idols, 
that i%^ in other Words, Idolatry. And \f, by thefe 
RxpreffioDS, no more were meant than what is gc» 
i .E 6 ncnjlJy 
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titrjlly underflood by rooft People, namely, iba 
actual bowing down to PiCIiirc: or Images, an4 
paying them icligious Worfliip, all Proieflantt 
might lafcly hug [henilclvck (a> we fear loo many 
do wiihouC any good Grnuudi) wiih the Thought 
thai ihey nevei' were guiliy of ihis heinous Sin, 
Nay, in one Senle of [he Woi-d, namely the wor. 
ftiipping of fallc Gods under ihe Sh^pc of Idol', 
ibi: P'«///?(ih£mrelv(.-s may pleafe ihemlelvei wiih 
the fame Fancy, and plead ilieir Innocence, and 
Conrequcnily none but ihe UeatbeoE will be found 
biFenderi againU ihisLaw. 

But, as has been before obrerved, the Divine 
Comfnandments are exceeding broad, and re&cb 
even tolheThoughisofthcHeari; il will be welt 
therefore, if, after a due Examination into every 
Branch of the Ou;ics required, and Sins forblddca 
by this Law, we can any oF uj cle:>r ouri'elveiof 
having been adual, and frequcni OiTendcrs againS 
!f. We do not indeed imagire, that any of u^ Pra- 
ii^antt have noiibippcd the [rue God under any 
grorscovpotcal Reprerentation, or have let up ihe 
Imgges or Pifluiesef any Sainti, or falfe Gods to 
adore them : But have we ncvirr come into rhe 
Piai:e where (he Divine Being ii worfhipped, and 
to he fuppofed moreiinmcctiateiy prcliinr, with a> / 
little Awe, Reverence, and Refpefl, at il it were 
only the Temple of an Idol } 

Now, what ii thif, but an heinous Violation oEi 
tbii Commandment? Do thofe fine Ladies and. 
Genilemen, that bow and curtfy to each other'. 
acrors the Church, or hand about their Snuff- 
fioxet, or fiarc about them, or fail afleep, or per- 
liapn K'f!g'c ^^^ '^"g'i| eonfider this ? Do they 
omlider, that this Behaviour, which would bardlf 
fak a Playhoufs, is tar fTore unbecoming thelioufe^ 
@od ? Lao Jhey poiBbly be To befoiied ai to< 
'It iliai b a Fhce to go to only to fee Falhion!. 
and 
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■nd obferve the Drcfs of ihcir Neigbbouts ? And 
yei, it iimuih lo be (eared, chis ii Lr from being 
[he greateft Enormiry committed thee ; it is much 
to be feared many go there only to ge', or fee theic 
Sweet- hearts i to ogle and c^ft about their wanton 
Glances, lay Snares for each other, and make Cod- 
quefti. 

Nay, which is yet worfe, and more criminal, if 
any Thing mote trrimina! cjn be, it ii much to be 
/cared, miny have proflituted the Houfe of Goo 
to [he vlleft Ufes, and made it a Place of ^^ppoint- 
ment and Rendezvous ; if Ibme have not gone even 
farther yet, and made it a Place of Refort, where 
to pick up Wenches and Gallants .' An Aiiemnr, a 
Moral Heathen would have ircmbled at 1 It it 
much to be feared, the Caibedrdl of St. PauPsy and 
Wefimirtpr-AbbN, have been but loo often profti- 
luted to fuch Ufcs ; whereby the audacious Offen- 
ders have literally made the Living Goo ftixtivitb 
liiirSiits, as heempha[ica!ly complains, J/aiali xiiii. 
24. Are not all tliefe Pradices proclaiming ibaE 
we look upon the Houfe of God as no more than 
the Temple of an Idol? Undoubtedly ihey arc, 
and confcQucnily every 08c who is guihy ol them, 
ii guilty of the highcd Profanation, and [hegroHelt 
Breach of thh Commandmem. 

We know indeed, that amonglT the Reman Cat 
lUlicki, and cfpecially in S^in, Portugal, and Italf^ 
fuch Praftices are very frequent, and in a manner 
openly avowed; for wc can hardly read a Novel, 
written by their own Authors, where the S^ene of 
Adion i) laid in ihofc Countries, but we men with 
AlTignaiioni and Appointmenis made at iheic 
Churches: But where 11 the Wonder fucb Thingi 
Ihould be admitted amongft them, when ic is no- 
torioufly known, ihey are daily guilty of afiuai 
Idolatry in the fame Place, and confequeixly of a 
literal and cxprcfs Violation of this Coramandment. ? 
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And fo fcnfijbl* arc their Clergy of this, and that 
they are condemned bjj their oWn Praffcice, that 
they have craced it quite oiit of the Comroand- 
•mcnts, and inftead thereof, ta make the Number 
Ten, have divided one of the others into two. As 
we profcfs, however, a purer Religion, it were to 
be wiflied we would by no Means copy af^er fbch 
bad Patterns^ or be guilty of fuch gcofs Profana- 
tions; efpecially as the Jlmtghty has afTur^ us he 
uz jealous Godi that is, one who will not overloo)c 
-fuch Crimes ;'and alfo that be will vifit the Sins of 
the Fathers upon the Children, to Ihcw us that wie 
tnay thereby involve ourChildren in Mifery, and 
entail a Curfe upon our innocent Poflerity, and 
that for three or four Generations. 

* ■ - 

Having premifed thus much in general, in order 
to alarm, and undeceive thofe who imagine them- 
jfelves well aflured of having never tranfgreifed thrs 
Law, we fhall next deicend to all the other Pani- 
culars, wherebj^ this Commandment is violated. 
Krdfirfty the Making of any graven Image, or the 
Likenef^ of any Thing, with Intent to bow down 
thereto and woribip if, is exprefly forbidden by rhfs 
Commandment^ atul whoever is guilty thereof, is a 
direa Tranfgftffor of this Law : This ftircly will 
not be denied by any one of common Modeftyi 
as it is not only againfl the Senfe, but even the Let- 
tcr of this Precept ; how then Will the whole Body 
of the Roman Catbolicksy with their Holy Father, as 
they call the Pope, at the Head of them, who daily 
"worihip not only Crucifixes, but the Images and 
Pidure? of Saints, and efpecially .of the Virgin 
Maty^ clear themfelves of being grofs and open Yio* 
lators of this Divine Mandate ? 

But indeed rhey have trumped up a Sort of Jc- 
fuitical Salvo for :his, wherewith they attempt, rho* 
in vain, to evp,de the Charge ; and this is by ' ma- 
king a DifiinCtioo between the Woi;lhip they-pay 
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lOD, and that ihcy pay lo SaiiiCs, Wtiich 1. 
Jhey preiciid, is of much lower Degree - than thfe 
former i accordingly ihcy call the former Latria^ 
and the lactcr Dulia, by way of Diftirftion. B4- 
fides, Lh;;y tell us by way of Excufe. [bough ic \»k 
very poor one, that [hey only addrefj themfelv^ 
to [he Saims [o beg [heir Prayci's: Griniitig thp 
were lb, which is utterly Wk, as every Man iS 
Setiic knows who ha^ been in Po/'ijh Countiies, th!i 
would.be no Mitigation of iheir Crime; bdJi 
by this Means, they fubftiiute every fingle Si 
whom they thus invoke, in [he Room of Ci5rj)f| 
whom [hey (hereby rob of bis Honour, [naking lH 
puny tntcrcc (Tors acid Mediators as there arc SamHi 
' ■ ;h is flatly againll ihe whole Tctior of the Scrlj^ 
1. aswdlasagaiiili[hi3 Coinmandmciit. '^ 

^ut [hey are likcwlft dailycui![y of another ope4 
lolation of this Law, which is, if polTible, y^ 
worfe [hanthis; and that 19, by their Adoraiion aiiA 
worfhipping of ihe Wo/, or S aa amenta I IVafir. A 
which ihey cannot deny that they pay ihc highiA 
Veneration; inlbmuch, that were a. Pielt^ant ^ 
jnoct 1! in the Street, when ic ii carrying in Proccf- 
fion to a fickPetfon, and not lurn out of iheWay, 
he mgfl either kneel down, or would run the H^t 
zard of being knocked down, though rhc Stree* 
were never fo dirry. If this is not as grofs Idol^ 
Iryaj ever [he Heathens were guilty of, we knoi^ 
not what is ; nay, [here is fomething more abfurfl 
and mon(lrous[herciii, 'han ever there was in ari* 
oflhePu^ow Ri'cs or Ceremonies : The Efh,j!u>^^ 



Ihippcd the Image of Diana, 'had totr^, 
ining more to (iy for chemlclVes, and were far mofS 
exi;ufable; inafiniich as rhcy pretended it can^s 
down from Heaven, whereis every one know^tlre 
other came bat a 'iiilc before, perhaps [hat fame 
0.y, o>i[ of the Oven. But what fay the Pap:Jts ib 
Excufe for this fo impioiis;ro bar^accd,and fo contl 
nioQ Praaiceof Idoljtry i 
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Why iruly, in order to defend if, they have 
jjCOi>r(c to ihe moft mocftroui AhfuTdity , the r --,^_ 
^^melcrt ImpDlturc that ercr waa ittempied [o bi 
Mimed upoE. Mankind. Oh ! {..y ihcfe wortlif 
^ntlemen, xhe Romijlb Pritdf, who hfl?c the Mo- 
j^cftr CO .tienipt bantering Mankind out of their 
ScDfes, we do not worfbip the Wafer, but the real 
^odj- of 7^/""' Chrl/, which is aftually prcrent at 
ter ihe Words ot Confecration have been faid^, 
though under ihc Appearance and Form of a Wv*. 
fer. An Afferiioii lo monflrous. fo full fraugtft; 
with Impudence, and Coniradiflion to almoft all, 
our Senfea, that none bm ihofe potitic<] Jugglert,* 
who daily find their Account in the Support of 
ihis grofs Inipofiure, would have had i^e Front tA 
maintain it ! Norcou'dany one, hattilinJPa- 
pifi^ who is kept in Ri»ii/& Jgnirratrce and Bottdagf, 
and denied the Ule of the Bible, who repofes aa ' 
implicit Confidence in ihe Traditions, Authority, 
and lotalJibility of his Church, and who has givcH 
up his Ccnfcicnce and Underftanding to the abfa»\ 
lute Guidance of the Pt iefls, be brought to Twallovr 
or believe it. 

Id effeft, it Ij a very great Queflion, whether 
half the Remipi Clergy themfclves give any Cre- 
dit thereto; as it is very certain, that many oF their 
Popes and Cardioah have not even believed in 
Chrifi himfelf : And indeed it ii much to be fear- 
ed, that Ihis fitigly ahfard and monjlreui Dodrioe 
of Tranfuiflantiaiinn (which was utterly unknown, 
and unheard of in the Primitive Church for tlie 
fitft 600 Years, and was never made an Article of 
Paitb, even amongll the Papifli. till the izih Ccn- 
tuty) hi> not made more concealed '^M/i^j. or at 
Inft Dtifii, and done mote Harm to (Ar:fi:anity, by 
prejudicing the y«TuJ. Mabsmttam, dod pegaiu 
' ~ van thaa ever before againit It, than all the other 
lototu Tcneii, ihat ever were held, cither bjr 
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the Papifii, or by any other Set of drifiam, « T 

even Herecicks tdgetber. 

Indeed it is ati Opinion fo riJicufeai and ahfuri^ \ 
Bs not Co deferve a ferious Confutation ; and ths 
only proper Way of arguing, with any one who , 
fhould maintain it, woald be to have recourfe to j 
the Method ufed by the widy Vi<\)sJ:t>i Butkinghma 
with Fjihcr Filxgirald, an Iri^ Prieft. who wu J 
fent by King Jamii to make a Convert of hii f 
Grace to Papery - of which, a; may not be knowtt I 
to, and may entertain, many of our Readers, wo.l 
will lieregive afliort Abflrafti hoping (hat fuih 1 
as are arqiiarnted therewith, will pardon To little ] 
a Digrrfljon. The Siory is as follows ; 

The Duke being fomewhat out of Order, and the J 
Kinghea'ingof it, thought that a proper Stafoii ] 
to work upon his Credulity ; and accordingly feht I 
the abovementioncd Father to ute hit utmolt En* J 
dcivours to ihat Bnd. HiiGiacr. who had \xta I 
TomeWay apprized of the intended Vifit, as aKo oF 1 
the Motive thereto, and confequently was prepared- 
for the Prielfs Reception, no looner was informed 
ol hii Arrival, than he gave Orders for his Intro- 
diiiii 0, with great Cciemony, which ihe Father , 
ihoug it a happy Orasn ; and the ufaalCamplimentt i 
being pafled, he defiredhim loltc down. AnBiiqui- 
ry into the Ouke's Health followed then of courfe, , 
asa t^roper Introdiidlion to what was to enfue i ana ., 
his Grace having owned himleif pretty much tn- , 
difpofed, the Fither,afier eTprelfing himfelf g'catly 
concerned about his future WcKare, declared (he ,1 
Motive of his coming, aed by whofe O'der, with ■ 
bII which his Grace waa before pre -acquainted! 

However, not feeming at all difpleafed there- 
with, he pretended great Willingnefs to be brttcr 
inilruflcd, if he was in any Error, only delired 
they might drink a Glafs of Wine together pre- 
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vious to their entring bto Gonference, wherewith 
the Father agreeiDg, a Bottle was called fori and 
brought : But guefs the poof Father's Surprize, 
when, after haviog drank a Glais or two, the Dukci 
- a Mao of incomparable Senie, and a celebrated 
Wit, taking the Cork out of the BottIe» and ilro- 
king it feverai limes with great Gravity, asked 
him very ferioufly, how he liked that Horfe ? 

> He was confounded to the lad Degree at fuch.a 
Queftlon ; and yet more fo, when his Grace, finding 

.him continue iUeqti repeated it again, without 
changing his .Countenance in the leaf}, but perfift* 
log on the contrary in ftroaking the^Cork, in call* 
ing it a Horfe, and launching into thi; moft ex- 
travagant Encomiums on its Goodnefs and Beauty, 
he at laft however anfwered, he found his Grace had 

, a M^d to be merry, and that he had chofen an 

■ unfcaTonable Time ; and he would therefore come 

Sip, when his Grace was better difpofed to hear^ 
»thehadtoofien 

Merry ! cries the Duke (in a Teeming Surprize) 
ni afliire your Reverence, I am as ferious as ever 
I was in my Days. Why, is not your Reverence 
. ^f the fame Opinion ? Do not you think it as fine 
^ a Steed as ever you faw in .your Life ? What Paul t 
can you find with it I I beg your Grace wou<d 
€ompofe yourfeU a little, &acl confider, fays the Fa- 
ther. Confidcr what, anfwers the Duke» what Ob- 
jefiion have you againft him ? You certainly have 
not fufl&ciently obferved him. Ah I my Lord, re- 
plies the Father, do but rtcollca you.rfelf, do not 
you fee it if but a Gorki And do you not know 
you took it bat a few MiDUtcs ago out of that 
Bottle ? 

A very pretty Story indeed* (ays the Duke, what, 
would you perfwade me that this fine Courfer, 
whom I have been fo long commending and ftroak- 

mg, 
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:ilK> is but a mccr Cork, and ctiat I am ooly u&iler 
•I'a Delulion i Noihing m^re cettain, rey Lord, 
snfwers the Father. I would not be too pofitive 
of anyTlting, rejlies his Grace calmly; perhaps 
my lUnefs may havedifcompofed me ipore.ihan I 
am aware of, but I wifh you would convince me 
that I am miltalcen. I fay this is a Horfe, you af- 
iirm i( 15 a Cork -. Ho v do you prove it to be fo ? 
Very eafily, my Lord, (f 1 leak at it, I fie it iia 
Cofh -..if I tah it i« my Kfl«rf. 7 /«/ >i h a Cork ; 
ifl/miilioit, IfixHii ht«t aCo'k i anJ if I bin it 
luiih my TtHb, 1 am effurtd it is tie /ami ; /a that 1 
^m tvfry iv/rf ctiminctd thtrtsfby ibi EwJeme af elt 
my Scttfit. I believe your Reverence may be in the 
right, fays the Ouke, as juft recoi'cring from a 
JDream, but I am fubjea to Whtm»i let ua there- . 
fate tilk no more ot it, but proceed to the Bulincll 
that Iwought you hither. 

This w» jult what the Father wanted, and 3C' 
cordingly he began to enter upon the maft contro- 
verted Points berwcen the Pa/'/j and us j when the . 
Duke, cutting him fliort, told bim, wbat waamoft 
difficult of Digeflion with him, was their Doftrinc 
of TTtkafubfiaistiatim^ and if he could but prove the 
Truth of that fingle Article, all the red woottl 
fooD be got o?cr. Hereupon the Prteft, not doubt- 
ing but he fbouH make his Grace a Profelytc, 
enters upon the common Topics ufed by all thofe of 
his Perfwafion on fuch Occa(rons, iriifting above all 
preatly upon the Words of Confectation, Tiit it nf 
BtJy, and -Uii it ay Blond. Scc To all which the 
. Duke 'epiied, chele were but ligurative ExprclSoiu, 
Bnd no more to be undcrftood literally, than thole 
ether*, I. am ibi fine, and / an the Dear ; bcltdcs 
which, continues he, the Brtad and Wine Sill re- 
main unchanged as before, after the Words ofCon- 
fecration. No, ray Lord, cries the Father, with 
humble SubmOion, [here is only the Appearanca 
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er Form ol ihofe ElemenWj for they arc ai 
changed into I he ver^ real Gody and Blood. 



Nay, fays the Duke, I will convince you of ffcr* 
contrary, Father, by your own Ar|ument; I /tei 
tfniil,ainll/te iliiBrtaii; t Isuch it, endlftc/ltii 
Briad; and t lafii it, and find il if tat B'lad, mer* 
Briadjiill; Ttmimber the Cork, Felhtr, rtmimber the 
Ctrki which Aofwer filenced rheKaiher, who found 
it was but loiing Time to argue any moic with his 
Grjcc upon that Head : The reft of the Conferenfc 
being nothing to our prefcnt Purpofe, and much 

^t«o ludicrous for a Trestirc of this Nature, nc 

ffliall not pvirfue i[ any lanher. 

To return then from whence we have digreflcd : 
■, and yet mow unpatdonable Violitinn of 
IthisCommandmeni, ii in timwing any Reprefenra- 
Kdons of the Divine Majeliy bimfell' under a vifiblc 
v9xitm. And ihisis a Ciimc ivhereof the fl Bmaii Ca- 

■ •^isJiciif are egr^gioufly ^"'''7 > ■>> whole Churches 

■ ^e may frequendy fee Cod ihi Father painted in the 
I ^orm of an bW Afaa ; and ihe Tl,rce Perfons of 
Etfhe HolyTrinity reprtfcntcd fometimesasa Human 
M»Bfdj,'with thrie difiitiS} Fata i fometimes upder the 
^^y\^\iTe% of zaOid Man,a I.amb,\and a Pidgitn. A 

fajrd and grofsBreach of t hit Law, 15 when we invoke 
Lc^ Afliftance of Saints, Aogels, or antf created Be- 
ring ; of which the Papifli are l.kewil'e notoiioofly 
[Wuilfy ( nay, fo far do they carry ihii Enormity, 
|£i their Worftip of the Virgin Mary, which th^j 
nil Uypirdulia, and which is peculiarly apprOf^ 
KtHcd (o her, that ihey fay ten Ave Maria 
W^Taler Hefitr; thereby afcribing ten Tim 
. nour to ibc BlejTed firkin, that they do to 6i 
hirofelf. ' 

We fbould not have expatiated lb much opt 
this Head, as no Pmitjlant, whilft he conunuei 
fuch, if in Danger of committing thefcgrofa Vio- 
lation], 
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htions ; but htcaaCe we tbirk it quite fealbnable, in 't 
order td give ereiy one an utter Abhorrence of Pt- ■ 
ttry, cfijccially at this Jun£lure, when ilirre is an 
atiiiLiI Rebellion in the Kingdom, in Favour of a 
Pop:jX> Preiender^ not y« intirely quelled; and 
when the Emiffariei of Rome trc fo indefaiigably i 
indi.ftrious in mslting Profeljiies to their wretched - 
Religion, wherein ihcy have been but too fucceli' i 
fil ; well knowing, the Moinenc a Man embraces i 
the onr, hebecomesaKealoas Stii:kler for tbclntc- > 
Tcft and CaLife of (he other. ■ 

Proceed we now to confider the other left fla- ; 
grant [though not therefore leti criminal) Tranf- 
grelTioni of thit Divine Mandate. And ihefe may 
ail be comprized under the Head of Pro^nation* I 
of God's Houfe, whereof we treated at fit ft, in . 
fpealtirg ot the indecent Carriage of many who 
come thither; under thatof Sacrilege, or purloin-- 
ing any Things fet apart for the Service of the 
Altar, or even prollitutingthem to a profane V^<i r 
lo which may be added all Abufe, Dilelteem, and 
CarelefsQcfi of God's Word, [whereof we Icar moil 
of us arc too frequently guilty ;) or even of his Mi- > 
nillers, who, whatever ihelr private Failings may 
be, are to be reverenced on account of the Cha- 
lao^r wherewith ihey arc veiled ; and lallly, all 
fupcrftitions and unbwlnl Rites and Ceremonies,' 
whereof ibc Papifia arc egregioofly guilty ; and all 
Superfluities, or Muiilatious, as were pradifed • 
amoiigll the Heaihenk. 

.Having thus enumerated the fevcrat particular: 
Way:, whereby ihis Law is trjnfgrelTcrl, wc (hall. 
neat contidcf ihc forcible Motives urged by the 
Almighty, to induce us to Obedience thereto ; and 
(hcfe are two-fold; The fit It Comminiiory or Mc-^ 
nacing, Fsr f ibe Lard ihf God am aJralous Got»,> 
that is, one t»ho is aj jealous of being robbed 
o( bit Hgnour, ai any one can be of bu bc:ovcd 
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Mittrcbf or the Wife of his Bofbm ; one »rUg haftS . 
ivatchfol Eye over itj and will not OTcrlopk : any 
Affront offered thereto j a Particular we ought ever 
to retain in our Remembrance : To which, left 
this ihould not be enough to keep us on our Guard, 
he immediately fubjoinf, j^ftJ injtt tbi Sins of tbi 
FdtbiTJ upon the ChiUren^ unto the third and fourth 
Gtneration ofthtm that hate trn: Ai if he had iaid, 
if no Regard for yourfelves wUI deter yoa from Dif- 
obedience to this Command^ yet let your Love kit 
your innocent Poflerity (Who will otherwise he 
Sufferers thereby for fevcral Generations) diffwade 
yon from it. 

< We ought iikewife to remember whofe ChUdrien 
they arCiiOpon whom God will vifit or punifh the 
Sins of dieir Parents,* and theft are fpectfied by the 
Expreffion of them that hate me ; . now who they 
are that may properly be (aid to hate God^ may be 
plainly known by what our Saviour iayS| John xiv. 
1 5 , Jfye kve me hep my Commandmentf* And again, 
by what the belbved iApoftle ^(AySy^t'^n n. 3, 4^ 
jiid hereby vae bnoutithdt we kvehimy if'we beep bis 
Omkandments, Andagftin, ver. j» For this is the o 
Love of God, that we keep bis Commandments^ Now» ' 
if only they who keep hit Commandments can be faid 
to iew him^ it follows of conrfei that onty they viho 
k^ep not his Commandments can be properly faid* Cd * 
htue him. So that it is not the Man who falls vOCci^" 
dentally into a Sin thrgugii Snrprize> or the laiir-". 
mity of 'Human Nature, for which he aflsf iyardlTi^ 
heartily repents, whofe Children will be thus vifi- 
ted, but the grofs, habituali and impenitent Sln« ^ 
ncts^ . ' ' 

I 

: And this appean yet moi»e evidently by the ft-" 
(ond Motive ureed by the Aimigbty^ to flk u^ up to^' 
Obedience to this Law, which is, And^Jhew Mttej^^ 
unto Thon/amjfs of them that love me and keepmy'CohJ' 
mandments. • l)6v^,«sit'isweli known, tbialMl Men ^ 

are 
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I aSSinncri, and as we are BlTured bjr ihc Pralmtft, 

itiv. 3, iJiert is mar ib^l Jeefb Gold, no not ont; it 

, ncceflirily (olloffj, that ciicle People, unto Thou- 

faiiHs of whom Gad •fi''^ Jhtiii Mtriy, muft be Sin- 
ners likewife, though not hardened impenitent Sin- 
ners : Befide,!, that (lie very EvprcGBon oi pnvitig 
Mfrey^ xm^Wei Guilt, fmce no Mia can be fa id to 
have received Mercy, who has nercr ofiended . 

Having thus explained the 
' (ent of this Commandment, co 

ei-, we Dial I next proceed, as we propofed at the Be- 
ginning, 10 give fomc EJtamplcj of the good and ' 
bid Effedj of the Obfcrvance or Non-0[)f«rvancc 
thereof. And here we need not he long at a Lofj ' 
where to begin, fincc it is very certain the Chil- 
dren oi ffrail claim the Preeminence on ail Ac- 
countBi for, as never were Nation fo highly fa- 
voured of G*y as the Je^vs, being h's chofen and pe- 
culiar People, fo undoubtedly never did Nation fo 
ungraiefiilly reward their divine 'Bcnefaftor and 
Prdteftor ; never did Nation To bafely, frequently, 
and cauficraly revolt; ror never were Nation mote 
hedvily, nor more fignally pum'Ulcd. 

In cffeA, if we read their Hiftory attentively, as 
it ijcontained in theHolyScriptures, we fhall al- 
moin always lind their Sin and iheir Punifhnient 
kept a:i equal Pace together. Mo fooner had thcjf 
revolted from the ijt'w^ Corf, and (alien intoldo' 
latfj", to which [hey were always very prone, but 
the JiiilgmeDts of Heavm imraediaiely overtoolc 
thctn, and they were pitniftied according to their 
Deferts : No fooner hardly did they repent, and 
retarn to their merciful Father and fienefaftoiv 
than he hid Pity on his runaway Chi')dred,> tarn 4, 
raifed ihemup aOelivcrer. . ,.' V. - 

In IHort, fotrarifcrndently g'^i'iou-s doestbedl- 
vjaeWirdom, Jnftke, Mercy, ftl»jcfty,and Po*«s 
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Jliine forth in Scripture, in his Dealings with, and 
Dirpcofaiions to ihai umoward N-ition t fo noble 
and cicvateti is the Subj^ft ; with I'uch Digniiy and 
Stihiimity of Siiie h ic created ; with (ulIi Yaiiei]' 
of Eventsisit embellllhsd ; fa amazing and ado- 
nifhingare rhe Occarrencci therein contained ; cliat 
on [hia Account alone, could it not challenge it on 
any other, it highly defctves (he Prelcrcncc of all 
Hiftopies ever yet written, did we only confider ic 
as more eniectaining, improving, and inRri}£i:ive, 
Iiiromuch chat any Man, who after a fcrious Peru- 
fal thereof, could throw it alide, to take up any 
other, mult have a very iofipld Tafte, at well as a 
depraved Judgmeitc, and ii is to be (eared a very 
corrupt Mind. 

Thus much we thought proper to fay on this Oc- 
cafian, to vindtcate the Holy Scriptvires from that 
Contempt, into which. Torty are we to ipcalt it, they 
arc fo uDdefervcdly fdl!en, chmugh the cnormoiu 
Wicitedncfs of the prelcnt Age, that a modern fine 
Gentleman would be more alhamed of being caiJghc 
by his Coin[ianion9 reading in the Bible, than he 
would with Recht/ler's Poems, the deteft*ble Pliy 
of SoJtBt, or even with a common Whoic. Biit 
leaving fuch poor Wretches to that Remorfe which 
vil) furely one Day find (hem, though perhapi it 
may prove too late, we ftiall now return from 
whence we digrtfTcd, ramely, to the infinite Wif- 
dom, Juflice,and I^lercy of. the Divine Majefty.aj 
difplayed in bis ailonifhing Oifiienlations tovardi 
the tddlaiioas Jf^i, and as contained in facred 
Writ. 

The fitft Inftancc we (hall mention thereof, aj 
indeed it ii one of the moft amaiing. whether we 
conlider the Audacioufneri, Infoien^e, and unpa- 
ralleled Ingratitude of the rebellious Jfu.-!, or the 
infinite Mercy of along-foffeiing, though A migh 
ty Ca/, i:^ what we hive alrea'l}' [ikcn Lome Noiio 
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of in oar Introdudioo, and therefore (hall only 
run over again curforily^ as it is the firft Example 
recorded in Scripture, of their Pronenefs to Idola- 

. try, and alfo as it was fcarce above three Months 
after their (ignal Deliverance from Pharaoh and flie 
EQIptians^ and at a Jun6ture when they might 

. be laid to be under the immediate Inrpedtion of 
the Divine Majcdy, and were even Eye-witnefiea 
of his Glory, which abode upon Mount Sinai, 

One would think, a People fo glorioufly and fnr- 
prizingly rcfcued from the moft cruel Slavery and 
inevitable Del^rudlion, and und^ the continual 
and miraculous Guidance and Protection of Hea- 

. ven, in a Pillar of a Cloud and of Fire, and at a 
Time when they were almoft Eye-witneffcs of the 
Divine Prefence, would hardly have wanted any 
other Gods to go before them. Yer,to our Amaze- 
ment, we findib it was : For Mofes ftayit g in the 
Mount fomewhat longer than they expected, they 
immediately grow out of Patience, flock about 
Aarojiy and cry, Up^ make us Gods to go before us \for 
as Jar this Mofes, the Man that brought us up out of 

. the Land ?/* Egypt, cy^ 'iMot not nuhat ishecomeofhim : 
And, what is equally aftonifhing, >^/irc« readily 
complied with their impious Rcqneft, and makes 
them a molten Calf, which they woifhip, afcribing 
CO that the Honour of bringing them out oi Egypt. 

This was fach an impious and audacious Affront 
and Infult oflFered to the Divine Maj^fty, in givirj^ 
his Glory to a lifelcfs Image, the Work of a Man's 
Hand, and that contrary to the Teftimory of their 
own Cpnfciences, that it is a moft amazii g Inftance 
of his Mercy and P'orbearance that he did not im- 
mediately deftroy them all ; and indeed he had 
done fo, but that he was intreared by Mofs for 
them, and fparcd them ; yet not fo far, but that all 
.the Le'vites were ordered to arm then.fclve.v, and 
fljy every Man his Brothfr, and every M n his 

F Cort^ai.ioa.^ 
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Companion, and every Man his Neighbour, lofo- 
inuch that about ThrceThoufand fell by the Sword 
thac Day. A juft, but very mild Punifhmcnt fbr 
their abominable Sin ! 

One would imagine, having thus narrow lyefca- 
ped the Vengeance of that God, of whofe formida- 

' ble Power they had feen fach a dreadful Inftancc 
in the Deftruftion of all the Egyptians, that they 
(hould have taken Warning thereby, how they fell 

. again into the fame TranfgrefHon, left they ihould 
fuffer worfe for it. And yet it was not long before 
this incorrigible People, forgetful ok all the Good- 
nefs of their Divine Benefa^orand Prote6tor, who 
had juft before delivered Arad the Canaaniu^ Sihon 
King of the Amorites^ and Og King of Bajhav^ of 
the Race of the Giants, into their Hinds, revolted 
a fecond Time again(i him, committed Whoredom 
with the Daughters of Moah^ eating of the Sacri- 

' (ices they bad offered to their falfe Gods, and bow- 
i'g down unto them. But neither was it long be* 
fore they felt the hopeful Effcdls of this their FolJy 
and Wickedncfs; for he immediately fent the 
Plague amongft them, fo that no-lefs than Twenty- 
four Thoufand of them died thereof. 

Neither had they come off ^o eafily, had it not 
been for PbinehMs^ the Son of Eieaxar the Hig'h 
Pricft,^ who feeing Zimri^ one of the Princes of the 
Tribe of Simeon^ bring Cosbi the Daughter of Zur^ 
one, oF the Princes of Midian into the Camp, and 
lead her into his Tent, in the Face of Adofes, aiid of 
all the Ifraelites^ who were weeping before the Door 
of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, for their 
Folly and Wickednefs, was io highly incenfed 
thereat, that he followed the bold Offender into 
his Tent, and transfixed them both with his Ja- 
velin, whilft in the very Commiflion of their ^in. 
This great Zeal of PbinebMs for the Honour of his 
God, proved faiutary to the Children of 4i^«'A for 

the 
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Ac LorJ, highly pleafed therewith, accepted of the 
Sacrifice he had thus offered, of thofe audacioos 
Tranfgreffors, as an Atonement for thcirWickcdnefs, 
and immediately the Plague was (!ayed. Nor did * 
Phinebas himfelf go unrewarded, for this his feafo- 
nable and holy Zeal for the Honour of his great 
Creator, for the Lfird gave him his Blefling, and • 
affured him, the Priefthood (hould remain in his 
Family for many Generationsi as it accordingly 
did. 

Thus have we a remarkable Example both of 
thf good EfFe^s of Zeal aga'nd Idolatry, and of 
the ratal EfFedts of being given to that heinous Sin; 
no fooner are the Jfraelites drawn away by the 
Midianitijb Women, to join thcmielves unto Bami" 
feor^ than they are finitren with the Plague, and in 
a few Day5, nay^ for aught we know to the con- 
trary, in a few Honrsi Twenty-four Thoufand are 
Cut off. Whereas, on the other band, Phimbas^ by 
a feafonable Sacrifice of an audacious , Offender, 
not only appeafes God, and (lays the Plague, bat 
intails the Prieflhood, the (ecohd Dignity amongfl . 
the Jenvs^ upon himfelf and his Family. To lay 
the Truth, the Ifraelius themfclves, as prone as 
they were otherwife to Idolatry, Icem to have 
taken Notice hereof, and kept it in their Remem- 
brance for fomc confidcrdble Time ; for we hear 
no more of their Idolatry all the Days of Mpfis^ 
nor yet of Jojhua who luccccdcd hUfes^ nor of the 
Elders who our-Iived J^ua, and had known ali 
the Works the Lord had done for Ifrael. 

But not long after, we find, when they had not 
thofe Monitors, to put them in Aemembrance of 
the Lord's mighty Deeds, they again revolt, inter- 
marry with the Heathen that are arourd them in 
the Land oiC^naan^ and ferve their Gods. (lerc- 
upon the Lord immediately forfooW them, and de- 
livered them ioto the Hand of Chujhan-rijhathaim^ 
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King of Mefofotamia^ whom they were forced to 
fcrvc for Eight Years ; and no doubt their Servi- 
tude was hard enough. For, towards the Expira* 
tion of that Time, they returned unto their God, 
and cried unto him, and immediately he raifed 
them up a Deliverer, in the Perfon of Otbnuithc 
Son of KenaZf who defeated Chu/han-rifiyathaimy and 
fccured ^oihe ^W//^i»thc Enjoyment of Peace for- 
ty Years. 

This was but a fliort Time, and yet it was as 
long as that unthankful People could remember 
their Deliverance, or even their Sufferings ; for wc 
find . they, fell again into their old Sin, and accord- 
ingly the Lord again delivered them into the Hand 
of ilieir Enemies, namely, of Eglon^ King of Moah^ 
whom they were forced to Icrve Eighteen Years. 
Being by that Time come a little to themfelvesi 
and rL'turning ro their God, he raifed them up a 
Deliverer, in the Perfon of Ehud^ a Benjamite^^ 
who by the Death of the King of Moab^ whom he 
killed with his own Hand* and by the Slaughter of 
Ten Thoufand of his People, rcfcucd the Ifraelites 
horn Bondage, and procured them the Enjoyment 
of their Liberty £ot fourfcore Years. 

Towards the Expiration of that Term, they re- 
turned, like a Dog to the Vomir ; upon which the 
Lord delivered them into the Hands of Jabin Kir>g - 
of Canaan^ who oppreiled them gricvoufly for 
Twenty Years. Whereupon they became fenfible 
of their Folly, and turned again unto their God^ 
and he aguin had Pity on them, and fent them De- 
liverance by the Means of Deborah^ Barak ^ and 
Jael^ who utterly defeated the Army of Jabin^ 
' leaving not a Man of them alive, and (lew Sifera 
his General, fo that the Ifratlites were fully avenged 
of, and delivered from their OpprefTors. it is not 
rrentioned in Scripture how long they enjoyed the 
LiJ^erty Heaven thus fenc them ; but of one Thing 

« . we 
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wc may be "well affured, namely, that they were not 
difturbcd in the Enjoyment thereof, as long as they 
continued obed'.enc ro their God ; as alfo, that no 
fooner did the)'^ revolt frorh him, than he fevercly 
chadifed them, by delivering chem again into the 
Hinds of their Enemies. 

Accordingly we find them Toon after groaning 
under the Tyramy of the Midianiiei^ who a^moft 
ft ifved them, havmg utterly deprived them of all 
Manner of Suftenancc, and not fufFering them to en- 
joy even the Fruits ofthe Earth in Peace j infomuch 
that, after having; threfhed their Corn, they were 
forced to hide if, for fear of their rapacious Eocr 
mies. Under this feverc Scourge -did they groan 
Seven Vears ; the Midianites coming upon them 
ev'cry Scafon with innumerable Flocks and Herds^ 
and devouring the Increafc of the Land for which 
the poor Ifraelitet hid toiled, as fall as the Earth. 
gave it. At the End of that Time, upon their cry-, 
ing to the Lord^ he had Mercy upon them, and 
fent them Deliverance by the Hands. of G/V/o«, who * 
with no more than Three Hundred Men, gave an 
inrire Overthrow to the united Powers of Midian 
rind ^«i/?/p^, * putting to the Swoid One Hundred 
and Tweiuy Thoufand, withOr^^ and Zteb, two of 
their Princes, as alfo Zehah and Zalmannah^ two of 
their Kings. 

After fo fignal a Deliverance from fo cruel y 
Slavery, one would have imagined the Jews would 
not foon forget their Divine Benefadtor ; and yec 
we find that, even during the Life of Gideon^ thef 
were drawn away to worHiip an Ephod^ of G'tdeon^% 
fctting up in Ophrah ; and which is yet more ftrange, 
that he himfelf, with his Family, fet them the 
wicked Example : It was no Wonder, therefore, 
that after his Deceafc, they rcvolted*yet more, and 
went a whoring, as the Scriptures exprefs it, after 
Bmalim, and m^de Baa/ hrM their God, Not- 
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wirhdanding which^ fp long fuH^ring \% the A?- 
mighty, that we do nor find that he vlfited their 
Sins upon them for fome Time» not even during all 
the Days of AbimeUcb^ or of Tola^ and Jair^ who 
judged Ifraei aittr jiim, the former Twenty- three, 
and the latter Twenty-two Years. One Reafon in- 
deed may have been that he left them to he punifh- 
ed by tlieir wicked King Ab'm^lecht the Baftard 
of Gideon^ whom they had ungratefully preferred 
to his lawful Sons, G^^fufTering him to be advan- 
ced to the Throne, that he might be a Scourge to 
his Brethien, (feventy of whom he (lew upon one 
Stone,) for having been the firft to worfhip the 
Efhod^ fet up by their Father in Opbrab, 

However that be, certain it is, that it was not 
till after the Death of Jair the GiUadite, «^hen If-*^ 
tael^ revolting absolutely from the Woriliip of the 
Li'vitig God, ferved not only Baalim^ but Jfita* 
roih^ and the Gods of Syht Zidon^ Moab, the Amo- 
nites, and the pbiiifiinest that the Lord^ whom they 
had fo highly provoked by this Complication of 
Abominations, thought fit ro (courge them again fe- 
rerely by the Hands of their Eiiemies ; and ac- 
cordingly fuffered them to become the Servants of 
thofe who bore A r>'rannou$ Hate againft them, 
ji'id vexeti and opprcflVd fhem gricvoufly, namely, 
the Pkilijlines and Ammonites , 

Being thui diftrcflcd, they bethink themfelves 
at laft, grow fcnfiblc of their Folly and Wicked- 
nefs, and turn again to their merciful Father ; who 
being always more ready to forgive than they were 
to repent, again received his rebellious Children 
with open Arms, though not without a Severe Ex- 
pc ftulation with them, and remirding them of their 
incorrigible and frequent Backflidrngs, ^< Did not 
•* 1 deliver you, faid the Lord, from the Egyptians^ 
»* and from the Amorites^ and from the Children of 
** Ammoft, and from the Pbilijtinef ? The Zido- 
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«• nians alfo, and the Amalikitesy and the Maonites 
«•' did opprefs you, and yc cried to me, and I deli- 
«• vcrcd you out of their Hands. Yet yc have for- 
*« Taken roe, and fcrved other Gods, wherefore I 
•* will deliver you n$ more. Go, and oy unto the 
•* Gods fwhicb you hmve chofen ; let tbem deliver y.u 
*« in the ^imt of your Tribulation, 

How cutting was this Reproof ! What could the 
guihy Ifraelites anfwor thereunto, felf-condcmncd 
as they were? Nothing ccrtain!y. They were 
therefore now in an evil plight, being thus feem- 
ingly abandoned by their onfy Friend and Protec- 
tor. They take however the wifeft Courfe ; they 
do not ofFer at jujlifying themfelves, that they' well 
know would be in vain ; but putting away their 
firange Gods, and returning (iacercly to the AwW, 
•hey confefs their Sins, throw themfclves upon his 
Mercy, and re£gn themfelvcs wholly to his Will. 
** We have finned, yiy thty^ do thoa unto us what 
*^ feem'eth good unto thee \ jd^liver us only, we 
^y prav thcc, this Day." And foon did they find 
the falutary Efied of fo prudent a Conduct \ for 
vre are immediately told, ^* And hisSoul wasgricv- 
** ed for the Mifery of Ifratr In effcdl:, the AU 
mighty^ who had only Teemed to tarn his Back upon 
them, that he might try the Sincerity of their kc- 
pentance, and humble them thoroughly, foon (hews 
ihem he has not forgot to be gracious, and fends * 
them Deliverance by the Means of Jefthab. 

Ever prone however to revolt, forgetful of 
ihe kand that fed them, and equally unmoved 
either by Mercies or SufFerings, we foon find 
that ftifF' necked People again forfaking their God, 
and again enilaved by their old Enemies the Pbi* 
Uftines : Nevcrthelcfs, he did not utterly abandon 
them for bis own Sake, but raifed them up a De- 
liverer in the Pcrfonof5fl«^»,who fmote the Pbi' 
lijlines from Time to Time, and prevented their 
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oppreding Ifrael as they might otherwifc have done, 
trough the Je^s Hill co uinucd to iirvc them, ^ 
becaufc the Lord would not intircly rcfcue them 
from Bof^dagc, till they had frxerely returned to 
him : But no fooner do we find them folemnly 
repcnrii g, as they did at MJzpah in the Days of 
Samuel, tiian he faved them intirely out ot their 
liiijds', and flew the Pbilijiines with a great Slaugh- 
ter. In fliort, were we to go through the whole 
Hiftory of the Children of [frae/^ under their Kings 
af:erwaids, even to the Time of their Captivity in 
the Days^ of Nibuchatinexzar, who carried them , 
away with him to Babylon^ we fhall £nd both thofe 
of the Kingdom of Judab^ acd thofe of the Ten 
Tribes, to have conftantly enjoyed all Manner of 
Profperity and Bleilings, whilH they continued to 
worfhip the true God, and to have undergone all 
Manner of Mi&fortun^s and Mifery, immediately 
^ftcr r heir falling into idolatry. 

Such having always been the Fatr of the Jewr^ 
is it not amazing, that any who call themfelves 
Chrifiians^ and pretend to profefs a purer Religion^ 
having alfo the IJillory of their Sufferings before 
their Eyes, and being apprized how heavily the Ai' 
mighty was fure conflantly to vifit this Sin upon his 
own peculiar People; \% it not moft amazing, we 
fay, that any who take upon themfelves the venera- 
ble Name cf Chriflians^ (hould dare to fall there- 
into, and tranfgrefs a Command, over the Obfer- 
v.ince of which, he hath ever fhewn himfelf fo 
particularly watchful ? And- yet jtlas is what the 
whole Body of Roman Catholicks^ to a MaB» are 
e^re^Loiifly and enormouOy guilty of$ not only 
worfliipping the true God in a falie Manner, and 
under divers Repiefentations, as of a Human Bod^ 
'iviih three Faces \ an Old Man, a Lamb, and a 
PiJgcon^ as alfo of an Old Man^ with a Child in his 
u^rmsy and a, Dt've over the latter's Head, as ha^ 
be<:n cilrc^dy obfer ved ; but alfo adoring the Ima- 
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gcs of the Virgin Mary^ and their Saints, many of 
which, and cfpecially ihofe canonized of latter 
Ages, it is to be feared, will never have their Por- 
tion among the Children of Light. 

Nay, \o fuch Extremes have they carried thefc 
their Profanations, that in Imicarioa of the ancient 
Heathens^ who had their particular Demigods for 
particular Occafions and Purpofes, they have their 
partici:^]ar Saints for particular Cafes, and even for 
particular Nations, Profedions, and Trades ; info- 
much that there never were greater Abominations 
committed, nor groffer Idolatries countenanced 
and pra^iiired in Pagan Rme formerly, than are 
now in Roffu C&nJUa^f or rsnhtrJfi tic hriji an. Thus 
they have St. Anthony for Inflamations, St. Sigi/mund 
f)r Fevers, St. Roch for the Plague, St. Margaret 
for Women in Labour, St. petronilla for the Ague, 
St. Lucia for Sore-Eyes, St. ApolUnia for theTooth- 
Ach, St. Ottilia for Dcafncfs, ^c. They have 
likewife St, Co/mo and Damian the tutelar Saints of 
PhyfiJans, Surgeons, Apothecaries, and Chymifts ; 
and Sr. Luke for Painters; as well as St. George for 
England^ St Andrews for Scot land ^ St. Patrick for 
Ireland^ St. Dennis for France^ St. J ago for Spain^ 
St. jintonio for Portugal^ 6cc. 

In (horty there would be no End of reckoning 
up the Enormities of this Kind, whereof they are 
guilty, nor yet of the Follies and Indecencies, to 
call them no worfe, into which they are thereby 
betrayed ; one whereof, which happened about 
ten Yiars ago at MarfeilUs^ we (hall fuccindily re- 
late, as it may ferve to give every ferious Reader 
an utter Abhorrence of a Religion, wherein fuch 
Abominations are openly tolerated and pra(ftifed. 

It is well known, that in all Roman Catholick 
Countries, they have fome particular Days called 
Aonivcrfarics, whereon they make folcmn Proccf- 
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fions, in Honour of cheSaint, whofeFeftival they 
ar6rhen about to celebrate; and that they then 
iifually carry about a Shrine, wherein fomc of the 
Relicks of that Saint are fuppofed to be lodged i 
at whichTime it is alfo common to expofe an Image 
or Figure of the faid Saint. Now it happened, that 
at one of ibefe Anniverfary Proceffions, in Hononf 
of Mary Magiialeni^ zccruin Community pf Monks^ 
being defirous of out-doing all that had ever bcfote 
been feen, eredtcd an Altar, whereon to reft the 
Shrine, with a kind of a Dome, Supported by 
wooden Pillars, twifted round with Boughs, under 
which was formed a Grotto, hung with Greens^ 
whereon was to be placed che Figure of the Saint 
nbovementioned, in the Poflure of one expiring. * 

But in lieu thereof, what did thofe Monks, that 
the Image might refemble the Original as neai^ 
as poffibly, but procure *a beautiful young Damiel, 
of about Fifteen Years of Aee, to perfonare tbi 
Figure of the Saint, in order whereto fhe was laid 
oh a Bed of Turf, flark naked, but with her long 
Treffes fo artfully difpofed, that hardly any Part 
of her Body was to be feen $ and having thus done, 
a ft ri^ Charge was given to this animated Statue, 
not to move Hand or Foot, till i:he Ceremony wal 
quite over : The ProceiEon tlien began,' and the 
Maidfen had perfotmed her Part for mofl of the^ 
Time to a Miracle, none but thofe who were privy 
to this Farce, in the lead fufpediing fo indecent 
and abominable a Contrivance. 

Bat to the utter Confufion o^ the Adenks^ and 
Scandal of all ferious People, whc;n the Proceffion 
pafHd before the Altar, and the Bifliop who affifted 
thereat was about to reft the Shrine, with the Re- 
Itcks of the Saint thereon, the Statue, forgetting 
the Part fhe was to ad", and being touched with a 
Fit of Devotion, ftarted up, and placed herfelf up* 
on her Knees in the Grotto before the Shrtnc. 

Her 



L 



of the SECOND Commandment. 107 

Her fine long Trefles, which before alinof} covered 
her intirely,' falling then in waving Ringlets behind 
her upon her Shoulders, the Damfel remained ia 
the pure State of Nature; difcovering to the Spec- 
tators all her hidden Beauties, and making an Ap- 
pearance nothing, like that of a dying Saint and 
exemplary Peoitebt. Coqld it have been believed 
by Strangers, to the Abominations of the Romijh 
Churchy that any Men, who called themfclves 
CbrifUarUy could have dared be guilty of, and pa- 
trpnne fo grofs a Profanation, and fo fcandalous 
a Violation of all the Laws of Modcfty, and even 
common Decency ? In efFed, the BiHiop himfelf 
ivas fo mueh offended thereat, as he well might, 
^hiat he laid the whole Community under an Inter- 
iM6t : Much. too light a Puniihment for fo great an 
Enormity ! 

To return from whence we have digrelTed ; it is 
not only by grofs and adual Idolatry, that this 
Commandment is tranigrefled, but by any facriie- 
gious Pradices. or Pr()fanations of the Houfe of 
the true God ; unce we thereby declare, in efFedt* 
that we lo(5k upon it as no more than the Temple 
of an Idol, and, as much as in us lies, degrade him, 
and fet him upon a Level with thofe ^ife Idols. 
And can we imagine that the Maft Htgb^ who is the 
fame Yefterday, Today, and for ever, and who 
Ihewed himfelf fo jealous of the Profanation of 
any Thing ^er apart for his Honour, that he ilew of 
the People of Btihfiamejh Fifty Thoufand and 
Threcfcore Men, for only looking into the Ark ; 
who alfo fmote XJxxah iox ot^\'>j taking hold thereof, 
left it ihould fall by the Oxen ihaking it, is not 
now as jealous of the Honour of his Houfe, as he 
\iii% formerly of the Ark ? Undoub;edly he is j and * 
though he may not fo immediately punifh the Of- 
fenders as he did in the Cafes aforementioned, we 
tnay reft aflurcdi he will not fuSer theip wholly 

to 
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o cfcapc, but will chaftife them fcvcrcly, either 
here or hereafter. 

And vet how common are Profanations of this 
Sort ? Is it poffible to go into any of our Churches 
without obferving them ? Is it not evident, by the 
Behaviour of the Generality of the People, that 
they pay but little more Regard thererb, than to 
any other Places of publick Refort t Would it be 
poflible for them, it they confidered the Almighty 
as sdlually prefcnt there, to fpend their Time in 
bowing and curtfying to all their Acquaintance, 
or ia handing about the SnufF-Box, talking and 
even fleepi:^g,'inftedd of applying ihemfelves to his 
Worfliip, with the utmoft Awe, Reverence, aiid 
Devotion? It is certain they could riot; they would 
as foon dare to eat Fire ; and it is therefore plain, 
th^t they come thither with Sentiments very im- 
proper for fo venerable a Place, and that they 
wQuld do much better to keep frojn thence. 

In cffcdl, it. is much to be feared, tbat great Part 
of many Congregations, efpecially thofe of the bet- 
ter Sort, as they arc falily called^ go thither only 
to fee and be feen, obferve Paihions, and make Re- 
narks upoa their Neighbours ; if fome do not go 
-wlih even yet more criminal Views. And nothing^^ 
is more common, when a Couple are newly mar- 
ried, efpecially if they are of any Figure, than for 
them to make their Appearance the fir ft Sunday 
aftjcr at; Church, fet out to the beft Advantage, only 
in order to ihew their Finery ; which is fo well 
known to be their Defign, that, not to baulk them, 
three Parts of the People rife up as foon as they 
come in Sight, and fix their Eyes upon them,, as if 
they were not of the feme Species with ihcmfcJves. 

Now what muft any fcrious Pcrfon think of fuch 
a Conduit? Muft he not be greatly fcandalizcdf 
Are not boih they who thus draw off the Attention 
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of the People from the Service of their Maker, and 
they who are thus diverted from it, equally to 
blame ? Is not fo much Irreverence inexcufablo 
in all ? And if People wiU be fo ridiculouffy empty 
ro be puffed up with a gaudy Outiidei and noake a* 
Shew of themfelvesy can they not chufe properer 
Places ? Muft the Devotion of the whole Parifti be 
difturbed for all that Day \ For this is the Cafe ; 
it is not only whilft at Church, that the Minds of 
People are taken off from what they (hould be 
about, but after they come Home, the whole Con* 
verfation of every Family tarns upon the Drefs and 
Appearance of the Bride and Bridegroom. 

It is no fuch greit Wonder, that the Roman Ca^ 
rholicks^ who, as has been already fhewn, are guilty 
of grofs and a6tual Idolatry, ihouki not fcruple 
fuch Indecencies, when they look upon them only as 
PeccadilloeSi and venial Sins ; nor even that the/ 
go yet farther, and frequently make AiEgnations in 
their Places of Worfliip : But it were to be wifhcd, 
that we, who profefs a purer Religion, would not 
commit fuch Enormities; nor thus affront our great . 
Creator, in the very Plac^ where he is fo-ppo^cd to 
be more immediately prcfent than elfewhere. Ano- 
ther Way whereby this Commandment is violat^d,^ 
is by ufing any fuperftitious, or unlawful Rites or 
Ceremonies inour Worfliip of the (rue God, where- 
of thofe of the Church of £»^/flrW cannot be faid 
tb be guilty ; though it were to be wiflied, in ordef 
to avoid giving Offence to fome tender Confciences, 
and to the end our Brethren the Diffenters might 
be the more cafily reconciled to our Communion, 
and brought within the Pale of the Church, that we 
were not fo tenacious of fbme of our Rites, which, 
being acknowledged by many to be indifferent in 
themfelves, mayconfecjuently be either pradli fed or 
omitted ; and the giving up of which, might go a 
great Way towards facilitating a Reconciliation fo- 
isuch to be deiircdi or,, at leally viould open a Door 
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for the bringing over of the mod moderate og 
them. 

But, though thofe of the Church of England czn- 
not be tHxed with ufing fuperditious or urlawful 
Rites, the ii< me cannot by any Means be faid of 
thofe of the Church of Romet uho are notoriouily. 
guilty in thi« parcic«lar, as well as in all otherS|^ 
infomucb that their Celebration of High Ma(s lookf . 
more like a Theatrical Farce, than tbe Service of 
fbe Li'ving God. Not to mention their Holy Wa- 
Xttf their Chrifioy their lacerating their Bodies with 
Scourges, called Difciplines, their going in Pro* 
ceifion with heavy Weights chained to their Legs, 
or carrying Skulk in their Hands, with their Arms 
extended at full Length, with their tedious Pilgri-' 
vages, and a tboafancj olher ridiculous Fopperie^ 
to which they (ubmit by way of Penance, hoping 
thereby to atone for thtir Sins. In ihori^ the Li- 
mits we have prefcribed ourfelyes in this Under- 
taking, would be too narrow to admit of recount* 
log all the Abominations they have introduced in- 
to their Worfhipi in Defiance of this Command* 
nent ; but we hope we have faid enough to giyo 
every Protefiant that reads it, a Surfeit of a Reii« 
gioD, which has fo far degenerated from the Purity 
and Siinplicity of the Primitive Church. 

But of all Superflitions, the mod abominable, 
though w^ fear it is equally praAifed by ProUfianU 
and Paftfts^ is that of having recourfe to Charms, 
or Amulets, as is frequently done for the Cure of 
feveral Oifeafes, efpecially by the meaner Sort of 
People. Equally impious and wicked is the CuIIqiq 
of reforting to Cunning Men or Womtn, as they , 
are falfly and ignorithtly called (all their Cunning 
confiding in picking the Pockets oi thofe Foola 
' ijjat confult them) or to Aftroiogers, Gypfies, Ca* 
flers of CofFee-Grounds, with all that Tribe of Im« 
pofiorsi either for tbe Difcovery of fiol^c Goodst 
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or to know one'i Fonanc i and of a Piece there 
with, is that execrable Way of miking whut ii 
termeil a Dumb C^kc, lirewiiig *ie.i [jfctd rnimdK 
Church, lurntng of bh:f[t before a Fire oti Mid/urn- 
mer.Ei/t ai Night, if we tnitt^kc noc, atid putting a 
Piece ol Bridc-Cake unJer their Heads, in erder to 
fee or dream of tlieir 3weethc'irts, wi b a thourHnd 
other Tricks, which are Hill too muchin ufeanMng 
young Maiden;, in order to fatisfy tiicir iofaiitblo 
Curiofity, and inexcuritble Impaiience. 

Nor Icfi criminal or nnf<il ii their Behaviour, 
who through an unaccoiiniable Itch to dive into 
Futurity, have their Horofcop«s caft, or their own 
Nativities, or even thofcof their Children, calcula- 
ted : And yet more aborninaWe are they, who, either 
toratiify their Revenge, or gralify their ioqairiiive 
Temper, like Saul when forlskcn of Goo, have rc- 
courlc to Magicians, Wiiards, or Witches, if any 
of thai accurfed Crew are yet to be found, (aj we 
hope there ire not) in any Countries that are Cbri. 
fiiatt. In effirfl, each of thefe unwarrantable Prac- 
licej arc almoft equally Offences againft the F-'Jl, 
ScieaJ, »ad fiilrd ijimmiadmena ; for, by endea- 
vouring 10 pry into Futurity, we immediately io- 
vadethc Preroeaiive of the Almighty, to whom we 
are aiTured all Jetrtt tbingi btlmgi we likcwiTe 
thereby ihew an unpardonable DiitruEl of the Di- 
vine Providence or Goodncfs, as alfo an Inclination 
lo throw off, as far as lies in our Power, all Depen- 
dence on him ; fincc the only Realbn that can be 
E'rcn for our Dclire to know beforehand what will 
:fal us, mull be, to arm ourfelvej, and provide 
■gainft the Evils wberewiih we miy be ibrc:itened. 
ar to advance and haflen the Artival of any, Blellinf>s 

Jromifed ; which is a notorUus Breach of iho 
IrJI. 

Again, in having rccourfe to any created Being, 

«r the Works or Devices of any fuch Being, for ■ 

kind 
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kihd of practernatural Affiftance or Relief, we there- 
by are* manifeftly guilty of making Idols thcreoft 
atid vioiaring the Second. And when the facred 
Name of God is profanely made ufeof in Amulets, 
or Charms, it is evidently a Tranlgreffion ^of the 
%/W. Let not any therefore, who are confcious 
to themfelves of having tranfgreffed in any of thefe 
Matters^ flatter themfelves with the Hope of ef- 
caping with Impunity, unlefs they atone for it in 
Time by a hearcy Repentance. But becaufe we 
are very fendble, Example goes before Pre- 
cept, we fhall hereto fubjoin fome Inflances of the 
terrible Calamities that have befallen many of thofe 
who hare had lecourfe to fuch unlawful Pra^ices. 

A certain Man, who, though well advanced in 
Years, was troubled with this unaccountable Curi* 
ofity, applied accordingly to one famous for his 
Skill in calciihting Nativities, to know what would 
be his future Fortune, and particularly how long Jie 
ihould live, and what Death be (hould die. In an* 
fwer thereto, the Man informed him, that at fuch a 
Time, and on fach a Day, his Brains would be 
dafhed out, by the Fall of fomewhat upon bia 
Head. 

Being thu^ forewarned, and defirous to avoid the 
Fate wherewith he was threatened, the miferable 
Wretch, when the Day fpccified approached, with- 
drew himfelf into the middle of an open Field, 
where having only the Heavens for a Covering, it 
was (carce poffible that any Thing fhould fall on his 
Head, and accompli(h'the PrediAion ; but to (hew 
how. much in vain it is to endeavour to fruftrate 
what Providence decrees, an Eagle that had been in 
fearch of Prey, having found a Tortoife, and not 
being able to come at the Meat, by reafon of the 
Solidity of the Shell, foars up on high therewith, 
-^efigning to break it by dropping it upon fbme hard 
^y i and accordingly miilaJcing the Head of this 

curious 
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carious Enqviifcr into Futurity, which was bald, for 
a white Stone, fet it fall thereon, and fulfilled what 
had been foretold him. 

Another, of equal Curiofity, having confulted a 
noted Man, upon the fame Account, was told, that 
on fuch a Day he fhould die by Fire. Rcfolvcd, 
if poffible, to avoid this Fate, when the Time ap- 
pointed came, he went out of Town, to the Side of 
a River, and dripping himfelf, fat down therein, up 
to his Neck in Water. But how much in vain were 
all his Precautions ! He was flruck dead by a Flafh 
of Lightening. 

A Third, not a Jotlefs curious, or lefs to blame 
than the former, having applied in like Manner to 
one with his Nativity, defiring to be informed of 
what (hould befal him, was affured, that on fuch a 
Day he ihould be killed by Robbers. To efcape 
this Misfortune, the poor Wretch« having laid in H 
fuffici^nt Stock of Provilions, of all Sorts, for fome 
Weeks before the Time fpecified, caufed all his 
Doors and Windows to be kept clofe fl^^ut, refolving 
not to flir out for feveral Days before and after the 
Time mentioned. But how little did all this Care 
avail him I Some Thieves pafling by the Houfc, 
and ohferving it to be clofe ihut Day and Nighr^^ 
imagined fome great Treafure was contained there- 
in ; and accordingly breaking into if, murdered the 
Man, and accomplifhed the Fredi^ion^ 

Nor lefs remarkable^ or tragicaf, is the following 
IndaDce of a .Gentleman, who being intimately ac«^ 
quainted with another that was reckoned skilful in 
calling Horofcopes, was perpetually folliciting hint 
to fatisfy his Curiofity, in calculating his Nativity,, 
which accordingly he brought him for that Porpofe. 
His Friend refufed at firTl to comply^ and endeavoured 
by all Means to divert him from an £nquiry, which 
coufd hard!y do him any Good^ but might create 
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him great Uneafinefs. He was not, however, to 
beperfwaded from i( ; wherefore, being at Jail 
wearied out, and prevailed on by his continual 
Importunities, he agreed to gratify him ; whereof he 
had foon Reafon ta repent. For, after having con- 
(tilted his Nativity for fome Time, he appeared very 
thoughtful and melancholly, and buried in a profound 
Silence ; which the other c^ferving, and being but 
rhe more eager to have his Curiofity fatisfied, begged 
bim not to keep him in fufpence, but acquaint him 
with his Defiiny, whatever it might be, good or 
bad 2 Hereupon, after much Intreaty, ff jou muft 
knonv it^ my Friend^ fa id he, it is, that yowwill comi 
to an untimely End, Not contented yet with this In- 
timation, the Gentleman continued pre/ling him, 
to tell him what particular Death he fhould die: 
This the other would willingly have avoided ; but, 
being at length overcome^ informed him, that he 
wottMdie-by aHklter. At. which unexpeCled and 
Ibocking'Anrwefff the Gentleman, being furprixed 
into an Excefa of Pa^on, fwore, that it (houM then 
\fit for feilling him, and tccordingty drawing his 
Sword, fiabbed him on the Spot, and was executed 
for his Pains. 

Another Iwififf troubled with the fame unwarrant- 
able Itch, was attored, that on fuch a. Day he fhould 
ilt by Water ; to avoid which, at the Time ap- 
pointed, "he refolved not to ftir out of Doors. Ac- 
cordingly he kept clofe within, and above Stairs all 
that Day, till towards Evening ; when his Friends 
perfwading him that all Danger was over^ and ad- 
vifing him to lay afide that Melancholiy, which the 
Thought of the threatened Misfortune had created 
in him, he refolded to go to Supper and be merry. 
But, alas I bow grievoufly was he difappoiiited ! 
Not having cleaned himfelf that Day, he called for 
fome Water for that Purpofe, which accordingly 
being brought him in a Bafon, he was ftrangled 

therewith as he was waibing his Face. 

Nor 
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Nor waj the ftme Cariofiiy lefs fjtal lo the B.iron , 
A SfVsM, afterwards Duke dtSinn, and MatOiai of 
Fra«ci, in the Reign of KingHwry IV. This E'^at 
Nobleman being in fome Trouble, To that he was 
forced to abri:ond, on account of his having been ^^H 
coQcenied in a Quarrel, where the Lord Ctrin^j with ^^| 
fome oihers were killed, difguifed himrdf Mce s ^ ^^| 
Carrier, and went in tha mean Habit to one Mon- ^^g 
fieur la Bnjfe, a great Mathematician, who was 
elleemed jkilful in caleuhtiiigNaiivitiefi and ihew- 
ing him his own Horofcope, which he pretenied 
however belonged to a Gertlcman whom he ferved, 
defired to know what would be the Fortune and* ^ 
End of (bat Parry. Hereupon Ja Bnffi having e; 
fully examined ir, cold him that Perfor), whoevei 
was that owned it, was of a good Family and m 
about his Age, asking him withal whether it 
tiorhi!. The Baron aRfwered, that he would not j 
leH him, but Aill delired to be informed what hij' 
Fortune and End wbuld be. La Steffi iheo afTutcd' . 
him, the Petfon whofe Naiivityihxt was, would rifs' , 
to great Honour and Promotion by his Angular Bra- f 
very and Knowledge in the Ait of War, infomucb j 
that, were ii nol for the Intervention of one ObDa- 
cle, which he called by the obleure Name of a Ca/vf ' 
A'gal^ he might come to be a Sovereign Prii 
The Baron ajked what (hat wa<, but la Bnffi 
Very aveife to fatisfying him : However, afier m 
Imporiunity, he told him, that hiiiiauld hi guHij ef'\ 
committing fime OJenAs, that tueuld txfsfe bim t$ f 
lie Danger oflojing hit Head, •luhicb he lunitld fsl cf- "f 
cape ivit&aul great Diffitully^ if h: did at all. At ^ 
this Information, (he Baron was ft) much enraged, | 
thai he fell upon the poor old Man, who was then 
ij> a little Garret, which ferved him for a Studj-, 
beat him without Mercy, Icfi him almait dead, 
locked him into his Garret, and went away with elm } 
Key of the Door; whereof he afterwards boafled, ' 
ai of a notable Exploit. Nor was it only from /« 
BraJ^, that Che Bargn WM thus foiewained of the 
Danger 
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Danger awaiting him, as alfoof the Caufe thereof, 
he being afterwards afTuredby one Cafar^ who wa» 
reckoned converfant in the Magic Art, that nothing 
hut the Back-Stroke of a ^\xxg\indi\?in~hvouid hinder him 
from becoming King. Both of which Predictions he 
found too fatally verified'; being beheaded for coR" 
fpiring againft his Sovereign Henry IV. by a Back- 
ftroke of the Hangman of Parts, who Wfts of Bur^ 
gundy. 

But the following Inflance (which is extra£lcd 
from the Travels oi f^ncent le Blanc ^ Vol. I.) of the 
f'ttality attending fuch curious Enquiries into Futu- 
rity, we think more remarkable and tragical than 
any of the former ; inafmuch as the Perfons who 
fuffered thereby, were not thofe themfelves who had 
recourfe to fuch unlawful Confultations, but their 
poor innocent Children. A c;erta.iu Prince who was 
named Jlfonge^ and was Tributary to the King of 
PegUt in the Baft Indies^ and his near Relation, 
married a lovely Frincefs, named Abelara, one 
of the greateft Beauties in thofe Parts, with whom 
he lived in the ftri£left Union and mofl perfeA Hap- 
pinefs. To add to their Felicity, they were blelTed 
with two Sonf, who were Twins, and who, even in 
their noft tender Years, gave the greateft Hopes of 
becoming one Day the Ornament of their Country, 
as well as the Delight and Comfort of their fond Pa- 
rents. But what di(lingui(hcd thefe young Princes 
the moft, was that intire and uncommon AfFedlion 
which each of them mutually bore to the other : 
This went fo far, that neither of them could be eafy 
afunder, and th^ one was always ready to confeot to, 
or, if poilible, to prevent the Defires of the other. 
In this cordial Unanimity they lived happily, till 
they arrived at the Age of ten Years ; when the old 
Serpent, the Enemy of all Concord, infpired their 
Father and Mother with a Defire of knowing their 
future Fortune ; which they had foon Reafon to re- 
pent : For, to their great Grief and Aftonifhment, 

they 
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they were told, that tbofe two Brothers, nvbo now 
ionjid fo dtarly, nuould one Day become the Murderers 
of each other'. The poor young Princes thcrofelves, 
like wife being informed what a tragical and ihock- 
ing End awaited them, were filled with the utmoft 
Concern j and as they grewup, one would frequent- 
ly fay to the other, Brother^ it mnfi needs be you that 
mufi kill mey for I would fooner die a thoufand Deaths 
than do you the leafi Injkry imaginable. To which 
the other would anfwer, Banij^ all fuch Thoughts^ 
good Brother y for you are equally dear to me ivith my 
O'lvn Life, if not rather dearer. However, the anxious 
Fatlier, in order to prevent the dreadful Misfortune 
threatened, rcfolved to feparate them \ whereat the 
two Princes were fo troubled, and grew fo melan^ 
choly, that he was obliged to lay afide his Defign 
for fome Time. In the mean while a War break- 
ing out between the Kings of Narfinga and Pegu, 
the Father, with his " two Sons, as Tributaries and 
Relations of tll^ latter, were obliged to go to hit 
Af&dance. A PfBce, however, was foon concluded 
between them, iy the Interpofition of fome neutral 
Powers, equally Friends to both Monarchs, on Con- 
dition that the two young Princes ihould marry the 
two Daughters of the Kiuj? of Narfinga^ and that 
the King of P/^tf, in ConluleratioQ of thofe Nup- 
tials, ihould confer on his young Kinfman that mar- 
ried the elder, certain Provinces he had conquered 
from a neighbouring, Monarch, whilft the other 
was to have certain other Territoriel affigned him 
as his Allotment, v^y remote from thofe of his Bro- 
ther. Accordingly |he Nuptials were fooft after 
confunimated ; which done, the two Princes fet out 
each of them for their refpedlive Dominions, to the 
great Joy of their Father, who now imagined there 
was no Danger of their falling into tbe dreadful 
, Misfortune that had been foretold them. But, to 
fee how blind Mankind are to Futurity, and to the 
Means of providing for their own Welfare, that very 
Separation which he vainly fducied would prove their 
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Security, (hall be the dlred Occafion of their fulfil- 
irrg their unhappy peftiny f In cfFcdl, it fo happen^ 
cd, that the Prince of a neighbouring Country, who 
was both their Relation and Ally, fent to thefe two 
Brothers for Affiflance, who accordingly haftcned 
both unknown to each other, to his R^ief, Now> 
In a Town on their Way thither, lived a Lady, who 
Bad once been their common Miftrefs ; fuch Things 
not being fcropled amongft the People of thofe Coun- 
tries ; and the two Brothers approaching the Place 
of her Refidence about the fame Time, by a kind of 
fupernatural Impulfe, were moved on one and the 
fame Night, to make « Viiit to this Lady, without 
any Attendants, but one Servant, infomuch that 
they met at her Gate, in the dark, at the vtty fame 
Initant. This provoking them to Jealoufy, and 
Jealoufy to Fury, they rufhed fiercely upon, and 
mortally wounded each other; thereby fatally ac* 
complifhing what had been fo long foretold ; and 
what it had fo induftrioufly been endeavoured to 
avoid. But what rendered this tragical Scene yet 
more moving, was^ that one of the Princes as he lay 
dying, gave humble Thanks to Heaven, for having 
thereby prevented the dreadful Crime of killing his 
own Brother, whereof it was foretold he fliould be 
guilty ; whereupon, the other knowing him by his 
Voice, and thofc Words, with much Difficulty crept 
to him, and embracing him with many Tears and 
Lamentations, expired with him in his Arms. Nay, 
'which was more, to crown all, their Father, who 
was'alfo come to the Aid of his Relation, being in- 
formed of this difmal Calamity, haftened thither^ 
and flew himfelf upon the Bodies of his Sons, 

Now, without entring into any Difquifition which 
Way thefe Caflers of Horofcopes, or Calculators of 
Nativities, come by their Intelligence, which we 
confefs we can no otherwife account for, than by 
fuppofmg the Jimighty, for the Punifhmcnt of all 
fuch impious Euquireni may enable them to give 

iuch 
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foch cKaft Information, lit us only make Tome few 
Obfervaiions upon the t'vt )■, as wtll as Wickedoefj, 
cf Tuch Curiofiiy- And /ffi, we evidenrly fte it it 
of noService to ihem ; ii doe* not er.able them to 
rtion the Misfortune threatened : SfconM^, we find it 
only tends to finbiiler 'heir Daya, by keeping them 
in a continual Dread of it, and thereby anticipating 
their Milery. 

The In(l»nce of the Duke de Bhan in pariicnlflr, 

iifinguiarly remarkable ; he wai not only io!d what 
Ceath he Oioald die, bat for what Offence; one af- 
fuffB him, nothing but beheading would prevent hit 
being King; and another conlirms it, by telling 
bim nothing but the Back-ltroke of a BurgaaJiat 
woulJ hinder it. Now it was evident, he could ne- 
ver become King lawfully, not being of the Royal 
Family, nor having any Tilie to iheCrown ; he 
therefore could not arrive at it by any other Means 
than open Rebellion, or fecrei Conlpiracy, of the 
Danger whereof he was fairly and doubly fore- 
warned. But of what Service isthistohim ? Is e 
thereby enabled co avoid it ? And does he (land up- 
on his Guard againll the ambitious Su|^gelliont of 
iheTemprer, in Confederacy ivith his own ungrste- 
ful, falle.and ireacherousHeait ? Notatall; and 
accordingly he fuffers an ignominious Death, and 
fails a Viflim to tlie Juflice of an injured Sovereign, 
the more exifperated againfl him, ai'he had loaded 
him with Fevours and Honours, 

Nay, we have Examples both in fncred and pro- 
phane Hiftory, of thofe who have not only rendered 
their Lives nncooifor table to ihem by fucb Enqui- 
ries, but liave even immediately hallcnff) their 
Deaths thereby. Such ij that of flrnfrai/jrf K:ng of 
Syia. who fent Hax.iel to the Piopnel Eli/ha, to 
know whether he Ihould recover of an Ilinda with 
which he was afflifted. Now, though he corfulied 
Qcily a Prophet of [be Lmf^GoD, yci as he was 
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defirous of enquiring into Futurity^ and thereby in- 
vaded the Province of the Almighty^ who has re* 
ferved fecret Things to himfelf, Hazatl is plainly 
told, not only that Benhadad fhould die, but that 
himfelf ibould fucceed him in the Throne. Where- 
upon Hazael, at his Return to his MaHer, though 
he perfidioufly aiTured him he would recover, co- 
vered his Face next Morning with a thick wet Cloth, 
which flopping the Refpiration, foon /mothered and 
killed him, and he afcended hia Throne. 

Of the fame Nature is that of NaMicus, who, 
gs we are informed by Buchanan ^ having acquired 
the Crown of Scotland by much Bioodfhed, and en« 
deavoured to eftablifh it by the fame, and being 
perpetually haunted by that Fear, which is the in- 
fepirable Companion of Guilt, fent a McfTengerin 
:whom he thought he could confide, to enquire of a 
Witch how long he fhould reign, and how many 
Years he fhould live. To which the Witch plainly 
anfwered, be Jhould not lifve long^ hut Jhould he killed 
by one efthofe in njohotn he repojed the mo ft Trujl, This 
made the MeiTenger very defirous of knowing who 
it was fhould be guilty oif fuch an Adlion ; and (he 
as cxprcfly told him, he Jhould himfeif be the Man : 
Whereupon, though he had before no Thought of 
fuch a Thing, being afraid the Anfwer of the Witch 
could not be long concealed, and that the Difcovery 
inight endanger his o>yn Life, he refolved rather to 
fulfil it; and accordingly, at his Return, having 
demanded a private Audience of the King, on Pre- 
tence of communicating to him .(bme important In- 
telligence, he there flew him. 

We (hall now proceed to an Example of another 
Kind, for the Inflru'SlionandWarningofthofe curious 
Damfels, who, not content with waiting the appointed 
Time to know who are to be their Sweethearrs have 
rccourfe to unwarrantable Tricks, in order to fatisfy 
their wicked Itch of diving into Futurity. A 

ycung 
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young Lady of this Scamp, having heard of the 
Cultom of wafhing and drying a Shift be/ore the 
Fire on a Mid/ummer E<ve^ as we think ; and that 
it was an infallible Means to heip t«er to the Sight 
of her furure Hu&band^ who would certainly come 
and tarn ir, reroived to try the Experiment, ima* 
jgining it perhaps bur an innocent Froiick. Ac* 
cordingly (he d d io, and about Mid ight the Ap- 
pearance of a Man entered the Room, who, with a 
trowntiig Aipe^, going up to the Shift, as ir hung 
by the Fi^e, and turning it, ftuck a D^gg r thro'ic, 
which he left therein, and vanifhed ; and «hich fhe 
took and locked u.> carefully. Whechv-r fhe before 
knew thisPeribn, cr not, w'c canr o fiy ; but fo it 
was, that in proceis of Time (he married him, 
was his Wife lome Vears, and th-y lived comfor- 
tably. Bat, one unfortunate Duy^ going to the* 
Place wiierc, the Dagger was concealed, to feurch 
for fomewhat, (he took' it out, not dreaming of the 
fatal Confequence, and her Husband feiting^ Eyea 
thereon, aud knowing it to have been formerly his, 
asked her, with fome Sbarpnel', where fhe had it; 
and how fhe came by it. She hjfirated fome Time 
about atifwering; but he, obierving ir, and infix- 
ing upon knowing the Truth, (he atlaft related the 
whole Story, cxcufing herfelf by alledging. what 
might be true, that flic thought no manner of Harm. 
Jy, isitfo ? fays her Spoufc fte nly, And did you g^ 
to tht De*vilfor a Husband ! To the De'vil then you 
fi}allgo again^ by the Hands of your Huihand: Which 
faid, he plunged the Fatal Dagger into her Breafl ; 
and he afterwards decUred» that no one upon the 
Rack could endure greater Tortures than he did 
all that Night when his Wife had rccourfc to this 
wicked Pradice ; and that he verily believed hia 
Spirit had been conveyed thither in his Sleep, bf 
fome fupernatural Power, fince he not only remeia* 
bered every Particular of his cntring the Room, 
and kicking the Dagger in tire Shift, Spf.but, 
though he found bimfeif in the Mormog iu hit own 

G ^^ 
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Bed, he adlually mifTed his Dagger, and had never 
feen it again till then. 

All the Remarks we fhall make apon this furpri- 
iing Story, are thcfe ; Firfi, That we know ndHiow 
tar the Almighty may permit the Spirits of Darkne(s» 
who arc always ready for any Mif:hicf, to exert 
their Power in gratifying the Curiofity of thofe wh6 
have rccourfcro fuch unwarrantable Practices. Se* 
condlj^ That af^onifhing and unaccountable as this 
Relation i, we are credibly aflured fomething fimilar 
to it happened to the great Duke of Buckingham^ 
who was tabbed byFelton^ which was as follows : 

A Speftre in the Shape of his Father, Sir Georgi 
. Viliiers^ appearing ro one of the poor Knights of 
Wind/or t y»\\b had formerly been a Servant in his 
Family, charged hini to tell his Son, that un- 
Icfs he mended his Courfes, he would (hortly be 
killed with that very Knife, whicji he the Spcdre 
then gave bim. The Man made fome Difficulty 
of complying with the Spirit's Defire, not only as 
not being likely to p;ct Accefs to his Grace, but as 
being yet more unlikely to obtain Credit ; Where- 
upon the Apparition acquainted him with fome par- 
ticular Paffages, known only to his Son and himfelf, 
which he aflured him would gain h\m Belief. Ac^ 
cordingly the Man went, and delivered the Duke 
ihe Melfage, with the Knife; celating to him at 
the fame Time thoft Paflages, which his Grace 
fwore couid not have been told him by the Devil ; 
wherefore, as it made fotne Iropreffioti on him, he 
locked up the fatal Knift very carefblly in his Ca- 
binet But roiittle or no Purpofe,for with that very 
Knife he was ftabbed by Filton^ who bought it but 
the D^y before his Murder, in Port/mouth : At lead 
thi Duke, immediately after his being wounded, 
dilVat-bed a Meflcnger to London, with Orders to 
look for the Knife in thatCabinet. whereof he then 
gave him the Key, and it wa$ gone. 

To 



ef the Second Commandment. j2M 

To return from whence we havedigfi^ffcd, llie bot T 
fotementioned Examptcf, we believe, arc morf \ 
than fuffii icnt to convince any one [hat is no 
right incorrigible, rot only of the Wkkednt 
and Enormity, but -ilfa of (hegreat Danger of hof ] 
ving reCDurk to any fuch fuptrliiiious T'radicci; -f 
at Icafl, they who will luit be lorewarucd by ihcfCf ' 
will be equail)' unmoweii, (hoiild wc mullijily thenj | 
wit hou I Number, which would rot fuit with ttwl 
Bound- ol thij TfcitiCc, Jnd would only weary oHf 1 
the Pafieo^-c of the Generality o( our Readers j;J 
Let us therefore coiicludc here what we have t 
fay apon this Head, and pafs on to the o[facr Vi^ji 
laiiodi of this Commandiucnt. 

Another PraflHcc, which b equally inexaifabl^n 
ii thai of making any Addition to, or ariy Rj;f>^ 
Irenchmcnt from, eiiher the Holy Scriptures, oe 1 
any Pan of Divine Service. Now, though thlt j 
cannot juflly be charged on ary Br.-DC.^ Ef Prol^ 
tanis thai we know of, except tlie ^nieri, \ 
have baniHied both the Sacramcnis out of ihcir 
femWies, il is what the Papifii are likcwifc nt^ 
rioufly guilty of i ooi only by erasing the Secoo^ 
out of the Number of their Commandmrn'S, as be* ■, 
ing an exprefs Condemnation of thfirimpiouePra^J 
ticcs, but by denying the Cup to the Lat^, and gi." 
ving them the Comniunion bat in orjc Xind, which -i 
h not only a Viohtion of the fanLC Law , but dtte \ 
of our Saviour's politive Injuoftion, Drmk yt itlt^ 
efth'ii. We hope, therefore,no one ol arty common 
Scnfe will he in Dargsr, ut this Time of Day, of 
being made Profelytcs to cither of ihele two fo er- 
roneous Retigiotia, 

At leaflit would be vcrv well, if every one, I 
he embraces that Communion, would ememhcr w 
is laid towsrdt the End of ihi& Cortimun<-:met 
\fy that [he Lord Qod n a jiakm Ced ; jealout f 
G 2 *■ 
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his Hononr, which he Will nor allow of being gtveo 
to another ; and jealous of the Purity and SiiDpli- 
ciry of the Woifhip chat i& cffered to hiinielf» 
which he will not allow of being adulterated with 
human Inventions. It wouid likewife be well ro 
remember^ that he *vijits the Sins of the Fathers upon 
the Children^ and that to the 7hird and Fourth Ge» 
neration ; io chat evety one who tranlgrr/Tes thit 
Commandment, thereby intails a Curfc upon h\i 
Family, even beyond his Great Grand Children ; 
and though he may poiBbly eicape Puniihmenr him* 
lelf in this World, has all the Reafon imaginable to 
fear it will fall the heavier on his innocent Po(^e« 
riry. Laftly, it would be well to remember, that 
every one who cranlgrcfies this Comma- dmcnr, is 
looked upon by Goo jas one that hates him, andmuft 
accordingly expcd to* be puniflied as fuch. 

Having thus run through the Sins forbidden by 
this Commandmetfty and Oiewn the good and evil 
Conlcquences attending theObfcrvance or Breach 
thereof, particularly in that eminent Example of 
the Ifraelites^ whofe Welfare or Slavery, alrooft 
conBantly depended upon their Regard or Difre^ 
gard thereto^ we fhail next proceed to confider the 
Third Commandment, which is as follows : 



CHAP. III. 

Of the gcod and had Confequences of the 
Obfervance^ or Non-Olfervance of the 
Third Commandment, 

THou Jhalt not take the Nan:$6/thi Lord thy God 
in 'vain, for the Lord will not hold him gu'lt- 
le/s that taketh his Name in vain, h is vcjy CN^i- 

dcnc 
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I dent fi-om the whole Tenor of tlits Coramandmer.t, 

j whei co;ii,>jrcd with the Coiduft of the GcrreraHcy 

C of Mank nd, *vei of the better Sorr. thit it ii either 

I very li;[le undeHlood, or very little kept in Recnem- 

! brjnce ; beca ^fe there aie fi:w or none but what 

r are guilty of the frequent Breach thereof, chough 

perhaps not in To fho:king a Manner, as the com- 
mo.i Swearcn and dirfers, who daily iiil:ft oar 
' Streets, and whofe Mouth; feldom open ffithoi)^. 

h an Qjih, or bUf^hemous Iinprccation. 

For In (lance, whatistnore ufual, even amonf^ 

> thofe who are counted in other re Ipefls good Off 
bcr People, and who would tremble at an Oath 
plainly expreffed. than forthcraon the mol ti-ivial 

i" OcCirions, ot on meeiinf; with any fl ghi Hurt oi.' 

\ Misfortune, to cry out, J'/n, O O/riJl, O Ur^ 

and O Gin/, without any Awe or Re«rencc f or» J 
I " and even without thinking of, the grc^t Namor 

thus taken in vain ? Or what ia mote arual, thati 
' to hear thetn fay to one another, GaJ M/ijau, p»tr 

^'"ii by way ot Dcfifion, ot Irony, or the Dc^Mt 



1 
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lahyou^ by the way of J?»inp, eich of whi;;h, 
vcniiclers, is a direfl Viohcion of this Ljw 
eff.-a, it is not only certain, that it it bteki 
sny of ihefe, but alfo That it i- violated *hei 
we raent on it withour due Reverence and Awl 
eren in read'ng a Chapter in the Bihl-, or faying 
Prayers ; a Circumftjnce which too many even of 
C'crgv, who, by tlieir hafty andirreverent Mini 
of flubbering over Divine Service, plainly (het 
tliey are tegirdlcfs of what they arc about, woi * 
do well til keep in RemembraDCe. 

It alfo highly concerns their Hearers to take C«t 
they are not guilty of the fame, not only ii layii 
the Lord's Prayer and Creed afierthe Miniller.' 
in making ihcif Refi-onrei in the L't.iny and C< 
mitnion Service. Bur if the bare Mention of ihi. 
Name of GV, or Cbtip. or J'ftii, or any fuch-liirtj 
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Hxpeflions without due Awe and Revereocf^ be 4 
Violation of r;;i.DivineMandate,and is accordingly 
punifhablc a» fuch without Repentance, what (ball 
we fay to thofe impious and blifphemous Monderi, 
who daily c'eafen our Ears in all our Streets, to the 
Terror of all fobcr ard wcll-difpofed Perfons, not- 
witbthnding which, they are fufiered to go on 
therein wich Impunity ^ We hope, however, i;hc 
kite falotary Law, for the Puniihment of fuch auda- 
cious OfTcnderf, will, in a great meafure, par a 
Stop to this daring Impiety ; which oiherwife will 
undoubtedly call down the Judgmeat.s of Heaven 
npon fo wicked a N.>tion, if our la(e Sufferings are 
not very much owing thereto. 

In eiFe&, if filafphemy waspuniflied with imme- 
diate Death aroongft the 7^wi, under the Le<vitifai 
Law, a& we find, /^v// itsciii 16. and that by the 
exprefs Command of G CD; and if even Strangersi 
when guilty, tho' not Wprihippcrs of ihc jilmighty^ 
were not exempted ftom the fame Sentence, as we 
may fee in the fame Piace, what can we exped:, 
who profefs to live under a purer Difpenfation, 
but that our grofs Cotinivance at thefe daily and 
open Impieties (by not bringing the Offenders to 
JufHce) fhould draw down upon us the fevereftln- 
liances of the Divine Difpleafure? Or where 
^. would be the Wonder, if, in return of fuch open 
1 Kebellion agatnfl our great Creator (for fuch it is) 
he ihould lend a Spirit of Divifion amongfl us, fee 
the Sword of every Man againft his Neighbour, 
(whereof we have many Examples in Scripture) and 
involve the whole Nation in all the Calaniities of a 
Civil War ? Might we not then read our Sin in 
Our PunHhnient ? Could any thing be more ade- 
•^ qfiafe ? We openly revolt againft the great King of 
Kings ^ and nobody is found fufficiently zealous to 
efpoufehis Caufe; wherefore he delivers us up to 
a Spirit of Sedition ; we take up Arms againft our 
ijiwfal Sovereign ; the Wcll*a&^ed rife in his De- 
fence, 
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fence, and the whole Nation become thereby the 
Executioners of God*s Wrath upon one another. 

To fay the Truth, it is very certain there are 
no People in the Univcrfc, fo villanoufly addiftcd 
to this grievous Sin .as ourfelves ; and therefore* 
though the Almighty has been gracioufly pleafed to 
grant us a Reprieve for the prefent| and has chaf- 
tifed us only like a loving Father, not like an an- 
gry' Judge determined to execute ftrift Juftice, and 
make a full End, we have all the Reafon in the 
World to expedt a fecond, and yet more fevere 
Vifitation, unleG we avert it by fincere Repen« 
tance. Having thus fhewn the Enormity of this 
TraofgrefSon in a ilrong Light, in order to deter 
our Countrymen from a Vice, which is fo much the 
more inexcufi^ble, as no Temptation can be pleaded 
in Mitigation thereof, we fiiall now proceed to 
fet before them fome Examples of the good and 
evil EfFedts of obferving or violating this Law ; 
being not inrenlibic, that with the Uenerality of 
People, Example is of much more Force than Pre- 
cept. Not to mentioh then the Pedple of ihcjews^ . 
vith whom the great Name of the Mofl High, 
Jebo^ah^ was held in fuch Awe and Veneration, 
that it was never "pronounced by them but once a 
Year, and then only by the High Pricft, on the Day 
of Atonement, whf.n he entered into the Holy of 
Hslies^ infomuch t[ at. it was called the Unutterable 
Name j not to mention them, we fay, who carried 
this Vcncr;.t.on fo far, that, in order to avoid the 
Prophanation of a Word fofac red, whenever they 
"read the Scriptures, and it occurred therein, they 
pronounced it Adonai^ or Elobim^ which (ignify the 
'Lord, or God^ we <hall fcarce find any Nation even 
among the Heathens, where they fworc fo common- 
ly, or fet fo light, by rheir falic Deities, as wc do 
by that of the Almighty. 

To give one remarkable Inftaqcc of this Truth, 

G4 ^ 
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it will be fafBcienc to relate the Story of Aeontius 
aDii CydippCf which is as follows : The former being 
a young Man of low Exttudtion, and fahing vio- 
lently in Love with the latter, a young Maiden 
greatly his Superior in point of Birth and Fortune, 
when he had no Hopes of gaining her any other 
"Way, by reafon of the great Difprpportioii be- 
tween them, had recourfe to the enfuing Stratagem, 
whereby he era panned her into a Piomife of Mar* 
riage. It was it fcetrs the Cuftom at that Time, 
that whatever fblemn Vow was made in the Tem- 
ple of Diana at Dtlos^ daring the Celebration of 
|he Feafts in Honour of that Goddef , it was to be 
Jkept inviolably^ for fear of drawing down upon 
themfelves the Difpleafure of that falfe Deity; 
whereof, by the way, they flood in more Awe, 
than mod of us do of the true God« Now jicontiui^ 
being well appriz.ed of this, and having waited till 
Cydippe came thither, as was ufual for all the young 
Maidens thereabouts, took that Opportunity to 
throw an Apple into her Boforo, whereon were 
wriucn thefe two Verfes : 

Jwro ttbi fane, per Mjjlica facta Dian^e, 

Mi iibiviniuram Comitem, Sponfamque futursun* 

The Meaning whereof is, 

ByJy\9Xit /acred Apfteries I fvoear^ 
^hjSpou/e to be, and in thy Fortune ftfori. 

Cydippe^ as was natural, taking the Apple oat of 
her fiofom, and reading the Verfes, was thereby 
betrayed into an Oath to become the Wife of A* 
eontius ; at leaft, a Sicknefs that feizcd upon her 
ibon afterwards, and which was urged by ^hat 
young Man as a Sign of the Anger of that God- 
defs, for deferring the Accomphfliment of herVow, 
induced her to believe lo, and accordingly to take 
him for her Husband ; wldch (he would not other* 

wife 
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friTe have done. Now, without entring intoa Dif- 
cuffioQ, whether Cydifpe ihewed more Weakne(H>r 
Prudence in tliis her Behaviour, let us propofe a 
Cafe or twO| fomewhac fimilar thereto. j 




Soppofe a young Woman of Fortune (hould til 
a Fancy to a Man mach her Inferior, and ihould 
be fo ht from being feduced into a Promiie jj^'.^ 
Marriage unawares, that fhe ihould adually make *" 
thefirft Advances to him, and enter into a formal 
Con ra^ to be his ; and yet, upon the Profpe^ of a 



)fc£a 



better, thac is a richer Match, regardle^|bf all 
her Oaths and even of common Modefly, m D^» 
fiance of Shame, and in the Face of the Sun, in tflE^ 
midfl of a Cro«vd of Wi ncflcs who were privy to 
her Engagements with this Man, fhouid be pub* 
lickly mirried to another, and rhat after the great- 
eft Fdmiliaritfes hadpaffcd between her and the for- 
mer, after he had frequently had carnal Knowledge 
of her Pcrfon, what could we fjy of feich aWoaU|} ? 
Muft not every one corfefs fhe was worfe thaif^'a 
Heathen ? What could (he exped from fuch an 
open and profligate Violation of the Laws of Ho- 
nefty, Truth, and Decency, and fuch ^^Ann^ and 
manifeft Contempt of that God^ whom Jwhad in« 
yoked as a Witnefs to her firft Vows, but conti- 
nual Unhappinefs, Jarrings, and Reproaches from 
her new Choice, and unle^ ihe averted t by timely 
Repentance, eternal Mifery hereafter ? And yet ail 
this, and more, was a young Lady of a good Fa- 
mily in Wales^ publickJy charged with fomeYears 
ago in Print, by an Organift of Rofs jgLHereford^ 
fijtre. Again, fuppofing a young WoM&t who ha* 
ving been Daughter to one learned j^£^or, and 
Daughter-in law to another, might reafonably have 
been imagined to have been well appriz^ of the 
Nature and Obligation of folenui Yow^, after 
having engaged herfelf voiuntarily, even by a 
mutual Repetition of the Office of the Church, 
in the mo$ ferioas Manneri to a reverend Cler- 

G 5 ^TSUSB^ 
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gyman. after having ev^n a Ring put upon her 
Fourth Finger, ai:d acccf tingof Prcfcnrs in Cloaths 
taa confiderabic Value f/om him, Ihould afterwards 

*Viol.:tion oi fuch folemn Vow.«', be iflarricd to 
)thcr; and that her own Momcr, Widow of 
two fuch Ic.irncd, if not reverend Doftors, ihould 
be the Pcr'on by whofe Iiftigatior, if not Com- 
pivfif-n, flie hdd been induced thereto, what could 
wc think borh of the one and the other, but that 
they were many Degrees worfc than Infidels ; and 
th^t^ithout a hearty Repentance, fomc fevcrc 
JudjPlierit would bcfal them ? And yet this is 
^'^fjcirli'pr more nor lefs than whar a young Lady of 
X)%fcrJJhire wa.« charged wiih in Print ,and we think 
cvidenrly proved guilty of, by a reverend Clergy- 
rtian about twelve Years ago, in a Book, intitlcd, 
"The ConttaB 'violated^ or the hafty Marriage. 

^Enormities of this Kind f.re nor always imme- 
diately puntfhed by the Hand of Heaven ; but 
fbmeiimes the Chart ife .rent follows pretry clofc 
upon the Heels of the CfFtnce ; and lb it feems to 
have done in the Cafe of this Gentlewoman and her 
' Mothe|^:whom we think torh equally to blame; 
fincc rtw foimcr fccms not ro have been married 
above a Week to ihe Perfon, for whofe Sake fhe 
had fo ihaincfully and bafeiy vichted and broken 
a folemn Contract, before fhe hcaitiiy repented it : 
At Ieaft,her anrwcring her Mother in-law, who vifir- 
inp her on the Monday after Ikt Weddihg,found Fault 
i^ith her appearing mehncholly and penfive, and 
laid, '^he ^rngbt to be enjoying kit ft If, Evjoying m^fiif^ 
Madu2?t / 7 neuer expe^ a Day*i Enjoyment as long 
{t! I ii've, looks ve'y much like ir. Nay, it caines 
wjrh ir a yrt worfc Af|:< 6t, and has greatly the Air 
of :i Remorfc of Ccr frirncf, ar (ing from a S:nfeof 
f cli hcnousGait as would imbitier all her fu- 
ture D ys, ^'^d nrvtr n^ore allow her any Peace 
of Minrt. A * ta^e lo icriible, that wc can hardly 
conceive x^y Puniihmcnt on iliis Side the Grave, 

n:ore 
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more dreadful f Let all young Women^ who,in3ke 
a Jeftof Vows, and fport wirh Things tacred, and 
are inclinable to follow ber Example, refledt upon 
this, and confider how they would like to fhare 
in her Fare ; which is an evident Proof, that aB/eiijBh. 
of the Third Commandment is not overlooked by 
Heaven. 

But the young Geotlewoman herfelf, as fhe was 
not the only TranfgrefTor in this Cafe, was nor the 
only Perfon who fufiered for fo doing ; her Mo- 
ther, who was at lead equally criminal, if net yet 
more, in exerting her maternal Authority, a(xl 
compelling her Daughter thus to violate the (b!emn 
VowSy whereby (he had engaged herfelf to another 
Man in the Face of Heaven, making herfeif there^ 
by an Acceflary to, and Partner in her Offence, as 
fhe partook in her Guilt, partook alfo in her Pu- 
niihment. 

Nay, the Hand of Heaven feems to have fallen 
With rather more Weight upon her than her Daugh- 
ter ; who, having a longer Time allowed her for 
Repenunce, sa d being an Eye-witnefs to what be* 
fel her Mother, and hearing her Confcflions and 
Declarations, may charitably be fuppofed, if not 
hardened to the iaft Degree, to have heen awakened 
to a Senfe of her Guilt, and by a fincere Acknow- 
ledgment thereof, to have endeavoured to obtain 
Pardon. 

6e that however as it will, within left than two 
Months after her Daughter's Nuptials, the Mother 
was taken with a fudden Delirium, ran away in 
that Condition above a Mile from the Place of her 
Habitation ; faid many Things to the Advantage 
of the reverend Clergyman, who, if Vows are of 
any Force, was. the only Husband her Daughter 
could lawfully have during his Life ; made an am- 
ple Confei&oa of having done him Wrong « would 

G 6 'w.x 
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not fuffcr any one to Ipcak ill of him ; dcfired to 
fee htm, and have him lent for, declaring that 
otherwife ihe would nor go Cu Bed ; though, for 
v/har Reafons were be(! known to themfelves, foinc 
ab'jut'her would not permit it* 

. In fhorr, fo far did h'er Diftradion proceed, that 
Nttrfes were fent for from Oxford^ who bound her^ 
in her Bed the very Day they camet with which a 
Fhvfican who wds f^:nt for next Moment, found 
Fault, and immcdiarefy ordered her to be reftored 
to her Liberty , though too late for her Relief, for 
Ihe died Toon afer, and, as the Father of her Son- 
in law fwore, raving mad. What could be more 
deplorable ! Or w hat a more manifeil Proof, that 
the Lord will not hold them guiltlefs, who either 
take his Narrc in vain themfelves, or encourage 
others fo to do ! 

One Remark, however, we cannot help making 
upon the lat er Part of this Story ; namely, that aa 
the Evidence given of the Mother's Lunacy, 
amounts to no more than this, that fhe ran from 
herown Hdbiiation^ fpoke much in Praifc of the 
Clergyman to whom her Daoghtci- was contracted, 
owned (he had ir j ircd him, could not be eafy till 
fhe had feen him, and being denied that Satif- 
fadion^ died raving mad. 

Now, we think it appears plainly from the very 
Face of this Account, that all thel'e Adions of 
the Mother, faifly afcribcd to her being difordered 
in her Senfes, wcie r, iher evident Tokens that Ihc 
•had juft thtn rccovejcd them; and that, being 
brought by her II neh to a ferious Way of Think- 
ing, that inward Wirncfs of her G.ilt, vhich fhe 
carried about with h«?r, would not lufFer her to 
reft, rill (he had made all the Aront mcnt in her 
Power, by juflity'ng the injured Gentleman, pub- 
lickly acknowledgmg her own WickedDcfvi and 

openly 
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openly asking his Pardon, whicn ce^rainly was rbe 
only Reafon could induce her to dcfire a Sight of 
him. 

Bur, if this was a ftrong Inducement to the Mo- 
ther to defire ir^ no doubt it was alfo a Reafon 
equally Urone. for tiiole about ber> wno, as it ap- 
pear y were in the lotereft of the new Son-in law» 
not CO comply theiewith ; (ince fuch a Confeflson 
of Guilt would have refie^ed an equal Odium on 
themfelves, as not only having been privy thereto, 
but having earneftly follicircd, at)d urg^d her on 
to it; and coofequently, being alfo Partners and 
Accomplices therein. It would have become 
them, however, better to have joined wi:h the 
poor Woman in the Acknowledgment ot her Of- 
fence, and endeavour to make her Peace with the 
injured Perfon, fince we are aflared this is to be 
done, if poffible, before we can exped a Pardon 
from Heaven; 

Thefe two Inftances, becaufe well known to be 
authentic by Hundreds now living, I'nromuch 
that, nere it not in regard to their reipedti?e Fa« 
milieu, we could fubjoin their Names theiero, we 
thought proper to chule out from many others ; as 
being mod likely, on that account, to make a pro- 
per ImprefTion upon our Readers. We fhall now 
proceed to add two others, altogether as (ingular 

• and remarkable, of equal Perfidy and Violation 

• of VowS| in two Perfons of no mean Kank, of the 
other Sex, both alfo within our own Memory, and 
well known to many Peerpie of Difiindion yet 
alive. 

The firftihalll}e of a Gentleman, of an ancient** 
Family, and ample Fortune, afterwards, if nor even 
then, a Member of Parliament, nay, Ki)ight of (he 
Shire for a certat County, who having iong made 

^hooourable Ad4re0i:a (0 a bcautitul young Lady, 
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«iro of Bt^ftindion (chough not perhtips ao eqiMiI 
Match for blm, according to the modiirnaDd pqiite 
Cuftom ot S^ithfieid Bargains) at lift proceeded fo 
far in his 'Vows and Oaths never to have any one 
but hcr^ and in urging her tp haften the Confum- 
mationof flis Happinei;s» thitcbe very Pay was up* 
pointed, and a gre<iC Quantity oi: pew Linnen, fuit- 
. able to the Oceafion, provided by her, and all fpaj:ked 
with his Name; fo fecure did.this unhappy young 
Lady think herfelf, and fo n^uch did flie confide in 
.his Honour! Bur^-alas! how wretchedly and how 
belely was this poor believing Maiden deceived ! 
Without any Caufe given on her fide, without any 
Reafon afligned^or any Apojogy made, for fomuch 
Perfidy and Bafenefs on his fide ; at the very Time 
vhen ibe «xpeded her pretended Admirer to be 
flying to her Arms on the Wings of Love, he 
leaves her to languiili under a cruel Uncertitinty 
and Sufpence, a Prey to a thoufand Fears, and 
comes away to.Town, not deigning to give her any 
other Information, either that his Mind was 
changed, or why it was io^ than what fbe could 
gather from common Report, namely, the Smali- 
oefs of her Fortune. 

What can we think of a Man, who, in cold 
Bloody and without any Provocation, could be 
guilty of fo much Cruelty, and z€t fo utigenerous 
and baCe a Part ? He had not been deceived as to 
her Circumftances ; no. Endeavours had been ufed 
to put any Cheat upon him in that refpe^; no, 
he knew at the very firfl what would be advanced 
irith her, and therefore could not plead any Impo* 
filion, or diftionourable Pradices, in his own Juf- 
tification ; but out of mecr Caprice, and Infclence, 
to fhew he thought himfelf above being account* 
able to any one for any of his Adions. and to 
pleafe his Vanity in making himfeif aTcwn talkt 
he thought proper thus to deceive and fool a young 

Lady, no way hiiln£:riori)tttio.poipt.of Wc^hb* 

But 
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Bur did the vain M»n confider, though no ooe 
upon £arth| through a gfcac Ddte^ in our Lam^ 
which have affigned no Puniftiment for fuch Perfi- 
dy, unlefs it can be proved by Witnefles', the Par- 
ties entered into a folemn Contra^, that his Oaths 
and VoRTs were regiftered in Heaven, and there 
-was one there would one Day make him ienfible^ 
he was accountable to him for the Breach thereof 
if not in this Life, yet in another ? Or, did he 
think, elate with Arrogance as. he then was, that 
the Time was coming, when he fhould be lb far 
infatuated, and reduced by his own Folly, to fuch 
•Didrefs and Wretchednefs, that he ihould makis 
himfeif ten times more a Town-talk, and ten 
times more ridtculdusy than he had endeavoured to 
render the young Lady ? Or did he know fhar, 
whereas, in this evil Day, fhe was pitied by aU» 
and condemned by none, he fhould be fo far from 
meeting with CompafHon' from any one, that he 
^ould be univerfally laughed at and defpiied, and 
link into the lowed Degree of Ignominy and Con« 
tempt ? 

No, he was far from imagining fo fad a Reverfc 
could befal him ; yet fo ic was : Many Years after 
his having been guilty of this ungenerous and un*. 
manly Att, when very probably it had long been 
banifhed from his Memory, having by his extra* 
,vagant Courfes, reduced hiii^Blf to great Straits 
and Inconveniences, fioiMiriiich-he knew not how 
to extricate himfelfy. in i^it of P^fEon and De- 
spair, not knowing how to homble himfeif fuit- 
abiy to his prefcnt Circumilances, he refolved to 
rid himfeif of a Life whereof he grew weary, by 
laying violent Hands upon himielf. 

Having thus comrluded within his own Mind, 
and not doubting but he had fufficient Courage to 
go through with his Defign, fo little was he ac« 
qaatnted with lumiclf, he wrote tjuec^ Letters*; 
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one to his Lady in the Country, wherem be in* 
formed her, that by the Time (he (hould receive 
that* he (hoa)d be no more, having pat an End to 
a Life which was become a Burchen to him, and 
advififig her not to lay it too much to Hoart, but to 
compofe herfelf as well as pofliblc, ^c. The fc* 
cond was ro a Gentleman, who was both hit Neigh- . 
boar in the Country (but wa» then in Town) and 
nfed to do Bu/ineA for him : Therein he acquainted 
' hirt) as he had done his Lady, chat, by the Time he 
received that Letter, he fhould have put an End 
to his DayN, which were now grown infupportable 
to him, and <iefired him to come to luch a Tavern, 
and take Care of his Body. The third was to a 
gr^t Man, to whom he had long been a truKly 
Tool, wherein he gave him the fame laformation 
as the two former, thanked him for all paft Favours, 
and took his final Leave of him. 

When he had thus fettled all Preliminaries, and 
nothing remained but to finiih the grand Affair, 
he takes a Hackney Coach, orders the Man to flop 
at a Gunfmith's, wnere he provides himfelf with 
a Pair of Piffols, Powder, and Ball, and then drives 
to the Tavern mentioned in his Letter to his Friend, 
where he di(charges the Coachman, bids the Drawer 
ihew a Room, calls for Wine, and when it was 
broaghr, (huts himfelf in. Thus far all was ac- 
cording to Form, umI- he had a^ed tolerably well 
the Part of an old Ibt^iii^ the Laws of whofe Coun- 
try not only connived ift, but even approved of, 
aiKl were favourable t6 Suicide : But, alas ! when 
it came to the Pufli, when the critical Moment 
<lrew nigh thjt was to determine his Fate, to his 
great Diia:jpoiorment and Mortification, he found 
whar he had -never bffore diftru'tcd, that he had 
no Courage, but was a m er Chicken. 

The fame falfe He*rt, wbicb fo many Years 
before bad fo little Compaflion or Tendcrocis ^or 

the 
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the Tean ami Sorrows ol a beautiful young Lad^, 
and might eonfequEOtlv have been imagined dtlU- 
late oFany Feeling, folt row, on a fuddcn, to hil 
great Sitrpiiac.a miglity Teod^rnefs for ihewotth- 
Vih Carcdfe whctein it wa^ lodged ; infom-icK that 
he could not prerail upon his dear fclf to mdke any 
Holes therein, though he bad alre.idy proceeded fo 
fir, that he had rendered Death in a manner una- 
voidable, and neceffiryi unleis he wouM fubmit to 
ihectitiiagHumilintion. of Teeing himfeil become 
the Ridicule, Laughing Hoc k, and Conicm|)i of 
the whole Town s a Pumfliraenl more mortifying, 
to a Man of any Spirit, Chan even Death illtlt I 

Being reduced therefore, derctvedjy, by his own 
Fully to fuch J wretched Alterti.live ; neither 
knowing how to live wiih Honour, nor having faf- 
(icenc Fartittide to put what he hid refolveJ in Ex- 
ecution; undetermined whjt lo do, yet neceiEti- 
led to go from where be was, unlcft he wrtuld be 
furprized by the People, who, ai he had Rcafon to 
expeft, would liion be there 10 enqjlre aftet him, 
in Canfcqjence of the two Letter^ lie had fent to 
ihegreat Man, ar-.d the Gentleman that waj his 
Agent i the beft Thing he could think of, wai to 
P>y his Reck"oing, and leave Word he was gone 
into the Park, imigining perhaps be i-ii^ht hsve 
Courage enou;;h to les(i inio RefatiunrTt P»nJ^ tho* 
he had not to fire aPiHol. But, if he thus fanded, 
he was therein miftaken a fecond Timei for the 
fatne PufiJauimity accomp^inying him ihiiher. he 
was forced liltewife to decamp from thence. Re ia- 
fiBa, and the firft Mews that was heard of hiffi, 
fomeTimcaherwardi, wa*, thai he was /i/i and 
fimnd at hig Se« ill the Couniry. 

In the mean wh'ic, the two Letters bcforemcn- ' 
tioned being received, let anyone imagine cheSbock 
suid Surprize il muftc:iu(e in his Fricndf ; hotr- 
ever, as it w« now fujipolcd paQ Remedy, all the 
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one could do, was to pity and lament his Fate, and 
dll that remained for the other, was to comply with 
hia Requefl. Accordingly the latter went in a 
Q>achy with proper Peribns to take Care oi hii 
Corpie, a« had been defired, and MefTengers were 
difparched by the former to enquire after the Par- 
ticulars of this unexpe^ed Catadrophe ; but it will 
be bard to fay which were moft amazed, either 
the Perions in fearch after him, on being told what 
AlelTage he had \dt at the Tavern^ efpecially when 
pn following him into the Pari,thty could hear no« 
thing there of him, nor yet at any other Places where 
they made tl|e like Enquiry, or of ihe People of 
the TaverOy when rhej were again ftridly examin- 
pd about him, and acquainted with the Reafonsior 
iuch a Scratioy. 

. In ihort, as he was a Perfon generally known, 
all the Town was in an Uproar for fome Days, nor 
was the Country at firft in lefs Confufion ; for his 
Xady, on the Receipt of his ihocking Lerter, ha- 
ving dispatched MeiTe^gers to enquire into it^ and 
theybiinging back Word, that no Tidings could 
be heard of him, neither could his Body be found, 
every one was in the dark concerning his Fate, and 
formed a hundred various Conje&ures, till fooa 
after when he again made bis Appearance fuddtfnly 
tit hit Country Seat^ as was before obrerved. 

This News becoming once publick, Aftonifh- 
went gave Way to very different Emotions, and 
the Man whom before every one pitied, was now 
become univerfally the Obje£l of Derifion and 
Contempt ; nor could any one imagine with what 
Face he could evei^ again fhew his Head in public, 
where he might be well aflured, the Eyes of all 
Men would be fixed upon him wherever he went ; 
.where he muft exped, that all Perfons of Reputa- 
tion would fiiuQ his Companyi and where he could 

not 
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not fail of daily meering with a thourand Affront?, 
ivhich be rouft be conicious of hairing jadly meri« 
ted. Such was the delpicable State to which tfiis 
b^fe Falfyfier of his Oaths, and once haughty Tranf- 
grcflbr of the Third Commandment, law himfeif 
reduced in this Life ! A State fo truly milerahlfi 
that it can only be furpaffed by that confummate 
Wretchednefs, which, without due Repentance, 
awiiits ail fuch Pr<^igates in the next I 

Let us now go on to the other Example prom]fed» 
which, in feme Refpefts, is yet more Hagranr, and 
more remarkable than the former ; and which al- 
fOf like the former, did not go unpunifhed even ia 
this World. This was of a Colonel in the Army, 
a Man of Wit and Pleafurc, and a great Favourite 
Qf a certain Nobleman of the fir(^ Rank, lately de- 
ceafcd, who being with him ?t Wtndfit^ at a Time 
when the Court was there, fell violently in Love 
with a beauteous and modefl Virgin, (though but of 
mean Extraction, as only being Daughter to a Gar* 
dener belonging to the Caftle) infomuch that no- 
thing but the £njoyment of her would fati^fy 
him. 

To his great Surprize and Dlfappolatment, haw- 
ever, he found her ilri^ly virtuous ; and on rbakittg 
his AddreiTes to her, in the manner he had always 
till then found prevalent with Perfons of her Sta- 
tion, namely, with the mod vehement Aflevera* 
tions and Proteftations, of an unalterable Conftan- 
cy, which were backed with Prefents of no fmall 
Value to one in her Circumftances, became TooQ 
fenfible, fhc was equally .Proof againfl his Bribes 
and his Flatteries. Hereupon he renewed his At- 
tacks, ofFtring frefh Prefents of (lill more confide- 
rable Value, and even a handfome Settlement for 
Life ; but all in vain, fhe remained immoveable. 
Being now at his Wits End, and fully determined 
to cojoy her at any Rate, but making her his Wife, 
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he endeavoured to gee her out of Town on fome 
pl'etended Party of Plci^fure ; intending probably 
m that Cafe to have recour c to Force, as hoping af- 
wards to make it up eafily by Money ; but alJ to 
no Purpofc; the young Maiden, equally prudent 
and vi^tdou^, would not be decoyed out of the Ca- 
file by him. 

Mortified hereat to the laflT Degree, but ftill 
burning with Luft, for it deferves no better Name, 
and no los^ger knowing what Courfe to talce, he ' 
grew melaocholly^ penfive, and peevilh, infomuch 
that he ceafed to be the <igreeable Companion he 
was heretobre. The Nobleman, his Patron, who 
bad taken a Fancy to him chiefly on that Account, 
having obferved this fudden Alteration in his Tem- 
per, asked what ailed him. To which he, for fome 
Time, declined giving any dire^ Anfwer, as being 
ifhamed, no doubt, of his Weaknefs ; the proud 
Man not confidering, that a virtuous Maiden, be^ 
her Parentage ever fo.mean, is greatly fuperior to 
the greateft Villain. Being preflcd however ear- 
ncftly by the Noblemai to difclofc the Caufe of 
bis Sadnefs, he at laft acquainted him with his Paf* 
fion^ recounting alfo every Pat ticular that had paf- 
fed between the lovely Fair- One and himfelf, and 
concluding with an Oith| that he no longer knew 
what Means to have recourfe to, though he could 
never be ea(y in his Mind till he had enjoyed, or, 
in plain Enilijb^ ruined her. 

On hearing this Account related in the mod Ia« 
inentable Tone, the Nobleman, who, though other- 
wife a Man of ftrid Honour, wa:> a great Latitu- 
dinariao in Matters of Love, and who probably 
did not believe there was any fuch Thing as a vir- 
tuous Maiden, nothaving ever met with fuch Re- 
pulse himfclf, even from Perfons of a much higher 
Rank, burft into a violent Fit of Laughter, full in 
the Colooers Face ; whereat the latter was quite 

con- 
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ccmfounded. and out of Countenaocc. Hereupon 
his Patron, who obferved ir, and who really had a 
Value for him, as was already obfervedi bid him 
have a good Heart, for he would engage he fhoald 
have her by fome Means or other. 

Accordingly many CohfuUations were held, and 
many new Scracagems tried, with a& little Socceft 
as before, which made the Nobleman himfelf not 
be fo very confidens of gaining his Point as he was 
at firft ; and, in eflfed, it is not unlikely, they were 
very near giving over all Thoughts of accomplifh« 
ing their Oefign, and were about to defift from 
any farther Attempts, when the old Serpent, that 
implacable Enemy of all Virtue, (uggsfted to one 
of ^hem a Wile, which brought about what all 
their Arts had before in vain endeavoured, and what 
they had almoft defpaired of compading. But it 
was at the fame Time fuch a Wile, as not only 
couid not come from any one but him, but as no 
one who was not himfelf a Devil incarnate, and 
quite deflttute of Religion, Confcience, or even 
common Honefiy, could have put in Praftice. 

- This was, to get fome one whom they could 
trvL^, to perfonare a Clergyman; and in that Habit 
to j;)Cfform the Ceremony of marrying the Colo- 
nel to the Gurdener's fair Daughter ; and as in or- 
der effectually to deceive the virtuous Maiden, who 
was coniiantly upon her Guard, and to lull Sufpi- 
cion aOeep, it Was neccffary to get her to repofefome 
Confidence in him, which was no eafy Matter, after ^ 
heaving been fo often alarme^l by his infidious At- 
tacks, and the many Snares he had laid for her, it 
was concluded that he fhould renew his Addrefles 
(from whiuh he had for I'ome Time dcfiftcd) with 
more Ardour and AfSduity thin ever ; and that he 
flioiild fpare neither Oaths nor Proief^ationb to en- 
deavour to perfwane her, rhatherVirtuehad got the 
better of his lawlefs Dc fires, and that they were now 

changed 
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changed into an honourable Pafikniy whereof lie 
w«s ready ro convince her at any Time, by making 
ber his Wife. 

Accordirgly this infernal Scheme ms imrne^ 
diately put in Execution, and had the wifhed-foi^ 
Succefs ; for the beauteous Virgin, who had no 
Dillike to the Perfon of the Colonel, though fht 
abhorred his wicked Deiigns, and who, notwith- 
fianding her Modedy, could -not help being pleafed 
with the Propofal of a Match (6 far above h^r Ex* 
pefliations, no longer appeared deaf to his SoUici- 
rations, but willingly confented to make bim Ma- 
iler of her Perfon, asfoon as the facrcd Knot was 
tied. 

There now remained but one Difficulty to be 

got over, which was to perfwade her to agree to a 

clandefline Marriage ; and this he pretty eafily ac« 

complifhcd, by having recourfc to two Pretences, 

which at the Bottom were really true ; but which, 

as he intended to manage Matters, would effcdu- 

ally ferve his Turn, and leave him at Liberty to 

deny hts Engagement whenever he fhould grow 

weary of his new Bargain, and think proper to caft 

her off. The firft was, that he could not marry 

ber publickly, becaufe he fhould thereby render 

himfelf rhe Laughingdock of the wbole Court i the 

fecond was, that a private Marriage was as valid, 

and as binding both by the Laws of God and Man, 

as any one whatever. That the firft of thefe was 

true, in fome meafurei the poor Damfel was fenfi- 

ble herfelf ; and as to the other, (he found, upon 

Enquiry, it was Fad likewife; thinking, therefore, 

ihe ftould (land greatly in her own Light, and be 

her own Enemy, if (he longer oppofed his Dc* 

fires, (he agreed to be married privately, and wait 

with Patience, till it (hould become proper or ne- 

iceffary to divulge it. 

' Behold 
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Behold then thcthaVmlefs Virgin, unfufpicious of 
any Evil intended her, ready to hecome a Prey r6 
her luftfal Seducer t who having provided one of 
his AfTociates, as wicked as himfelfy to perfonate 
the ClergymaTi, whilft another, not much better, 
reprefcntcd the Clerk ; and two others of the lame 
Stamp affifted as Witneffcs. was fo audacioufly im- 
pious, to prophanc the facred- Ordinance of Ma- 
trimony, by making it ferve as a Stalking-Horfcto 
his bafe Dcfires ; repeating that folemn Form with 
as much Boldnefs and Unconcern, as if he had only 
been ading his Part in a Farce. 

The Ceremony being over, the deluded and in- 
nocent Virgin believing herftlf what fhe reaily was 
both before God and Man, namely, his lawful 
Wife, confcnied willingly tn his Embraces, now le- 
gitimated, as Ihe thotighr, by* the Church; and for 
fomc Time, that is, till becoming with ChiJd, 
fhe preffcd him to make their Nuptials public, fhe 
c!njoyed fo'me Satisfa^oo, and lived tolerably 
happy. 

Bat when (he found he put her off from Day to 
Day, upon frivolous Pretences, growing cold ta 
her, and even avoiding her Company, though her 
Pregnancy began to be lb vifible, as noi long to be 
concealed ; when, upon the (Iridteft Enquiry, nei- 
ther Minifte!*^ Clerk, nor Witncfles, were to be 
heard of ; when upon her begging, intreating, and 
conjuring him to do her Juftice, and not fuffcr 
her to lie undqr the Imputation of a loofe Woman* 
he firfl prevaricated, and afterwards pofidvely de« 
niedhis being at all engag<:d to her i it would be 
fmpoffiblefor Words to cx^ref^ either her Grief or 
Confternation : Let it fuffice to fay, they were 
equally exccflive, infomuch that her Complaints 
t^ould have moved a Heart of Stone, or any one 
but the Monfter, who having firft occafioned, now 
laughed at her Mifery. la (hort, the poor Crea- 
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turc, Hndiag at laft all her Sollicications and Ex- 
poftalations were equally fruitlefs, and having n6 
Hopes ot doing herfelf Rigiti or viDdicatbg her 
Charader, which (he Wai upon the Point of lofing, 
fell into a fettled Defpair, which foon hroke her 
Heart, and'ended a Life whereof ihe grew wreary : 
Nay, fome have reported, that flie e?en hafleoed 
her Death by Poifon. 

But it was nor long before this wicked Wretch, 
who now thought himlelf fecure from being ever 
called to an Account for his Villainy, had Reafon to 
repent his Cruelty and Breach of Oarhs ; for her 
Father^to whom Aie had revealed the whole Story, 
and who belonged, as has been before obferved,. 
to the Caflle, found the Means to get it conveyed 
to the Ears of the Queen, who being equally fhock-^ 
ed and incenfed ac his Barbarity and Impiety, not 
onlycauied him to be forbid the Court, but was 
going ro proceed to farther Severities with him, 
even to the taking away his Commiflion ; from 
which (he was not diverted, without Difficalty, by 
the Nobleman his Patron^ whom (he did rot know 
to tiave been any ways concerned in fo black an 
Affair. 

. As it was it proved a pe»^petual Bar to his Pre- 
ferment during her Mi^jefty's Reign ; which to- 
gether with ^is marrying a Wife, with whom he 
lived very uncomfortably, threw him into a pro- 
found Melancholly, bordering upon Lunacy, even 
to the fancying he faw the poor ii jared Maiden 
continually before him : Infomuch that ftang with 
perpetual Rcmorfe, ever vexed with the Clamours of 
his Spoufe, and utterly neglcdled by all his former 
Acquaintance, he lingered out fome Years mifera- 
bly, and then died un pitied and unlamented. Nor 
did the Nobleman bimfelf, who was his Advt- 
fer, and as it was whifpercd, the very Perfon who 
reprefented the Clergyman, cfcape intirely un- 
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lifhed even in tliis Life, falling for fomcTimr, 
icforc hia Deceafc, under luch an Imbecillity of 
Mind, as rendered him ucccrly incapable o( mana- 
ging his own AfFjifs, or performing any of the 
Fun^ions ol a reafonable Creature; a Stale more 
deplorable, and more fhocking to Human \'aEure, 
than even Death iifeif! Let thofc who would not 
meet wich ihctr Fate, avoid fliaring In their Crime;. 

But if ibc Breach of Vowi, made mutually be- 
tween iwo Perrons, and by the Violation of which 
only one U injured or hurt, be fo heinoua in the 
Sight of Heaven, what muft the Guile of thofc be, 
who by the Breach of fojcmn Leagues nnd Trea- 
ties not only injure ibe Party who repofcd a Confi- 
dence in them, but at the fame Time, occafion the 
Slaughter of Thoufandi of innocent Fcrfoni; there- 
by at once notonoufly violating, not only the Thirtl, 
but the SiKth Commandment? For which compli- 
cated Sins they may well be atTured, how great io- 
cver th(y may be. /i' /■o/'tl wiJ! tul helJ ihtm guill- 
Ufi .- An eminent and remarkable InftatKe of thif 
we have in the Hillories of 7urkiy, Hungary^ and 
Pdand, which is at follows: 

Viadljlaui, King oiHungarj and PelanJ, a, young 1 
Prince of great Bravery, having for fome Time car- I 
ricd on afuccefsful War againft the Tiir^f;, thofc for- 
midable Enemies of the Chriflian Name, and hi- 
ving gaioed confiderablc Advantages over them, and 
totally defeated ihcm in a fet Battle, wherein many J 
Thoufands of them were llain, and Their General i 
Limfclf t"ken Prifoncr, hadailaDfo humbled the I 
haughty Saltan, that he was glad to fue tc) him for 
Peace ; which wa> at length concluded between ' 
them, upon Terms very advamagcoui and honou- 
rdble to the Hungarians, (o whom feveral Provincei 
wete to be rertored, and a 1- rge Sum of Money \ 
paid, greatly to (he Dilhonour and Damage of the. 
hjidtli. 

H ML 
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All Things being agreed on, and all Prelimina- 
ries fettled, the Treaty was finally ratified and con- 
firmed by Sultan Amurath on one Part, and Uiadi* 
Jlauson the other, who mutually fwore folemnly, 
che firft on the Alcoran^ the latter on the E'uangelips^ 
to abferve it inviolably. Accordingly, the ^urk^ as 
bad been ftipulated,'(ent away Orders forthwith for 
withdrawing his Garrifons out of the feveral Por^* 
treiTes that Were to be delivered up, and the Mo- 
ney was already paid ; when young VUdiJlaus^ by 
the Inftigation of the Cardinal di Mtdids^ and Car- 
dinal Julian^ the latter of whom, by virtue -of his 
Authority as Legate to the Pope, undertook to 
abfolve him from his Oatb, is perfwaded to break 
the Peace ; which they reprefented to him as not 
jfufficiently beneficial, nor even lawful, tnafmuch 
as no Peace ought to have been made with InfidiU 
by any Prince who was a Chrifiian, 

Thus infllgated by thefe Emiffaries of his Holy 
tutber^ who pretended to fan^ify Perjury, and in- 
cited alfo by fome other Cbriftian^ or rather Anti-' 
ehrifiian Princes, who expected to find their^own 
Account in the Continuance of the War, thejroung 
King ag^in takes the Field, and renews Hoililities 
' with more Fury than ever, againft an Enemy, who 
relying on the Faith of Treaties, and far from ex* 
peding any fuch Perfidy, had paiTed over in full 
Security inio Afia, where (bme Affairs of Impor- 
tance required his PreCence. News, however* of 
this Rupture, being foon (ent thither after him, 
be again crofiies oyer into Europt^ with all Exjpe- 
dition, highly ezafperated at fuch a ' notorious Vio- 
lation of public Faith, and fully determined, if 
poffible, to take ample Revenge for it. Accor- 
dingly» he marches forwards, at the Head of a 
numerous Arnyy againft VladlJUus^ who by this 
Time was ad/anced as far as Vatma. 

* • 
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There the two Powers ..oming wichin Sight of 
each otlicr. a bloody Battle eolucd, which waa for 
feme Time obliiiiately dt!parccl on both Sides; 
however, tha Hungariaiti at length got the better, 
drove the [nfiieli t^^T-<j wheic before them, and a 
total Overthrow was on the Point of following. 
This Amarath perccivicg, and obfervJrg the Rc- 
prefentaiion of Chtifi Cracifiedm the saving ^O' 
\t>i\i%Ci\\.'!\cHungariam, drew ihc Treaty fo lately 
fworn 10. and to petlidioiillf broken, out of his 
Bofom, and cading up his Eyes to Heaven, BchtU^ 
thai cfucifiidCnv^m, faid he, ihh Leagui. it-iicb 
lly Chripans bavi msdt ivilh me leltly in thy Namf, 
citd mw vielaleJ wihal any Can/c. If ihou art^ 
thirefitt^ a GsJ, ai ihcj afirm thii to bi, ani as vjt 
turfrlruis biwe fime Joint Idco, rfuinge the Affram ef- 
firti It thy Name, and the Inju^ke dane ta mi^ hy 
fifwing thy Power spaa thy perjured PeopU, tvbe oj 
their jiHiias openly deny tine. 

Scarce had the Sxitan uttered this pailieric antl 
powerful Adjuration, when the Face otAffjirssai 
vilibly charged in an Inliant ; ihc flying Tirfa ral- 
ly, and returning to the Oi fet with a fupernatural 
Fury, not only rcpulfe their Conqiteroi3, but cjtry 
til before them, and give the Hungarievt a total 
Defeat, but few of them ekaping Irom the Field of 
Battle Amongft the Slain was not only VUdiJlaat 
bimfclf, whofe Mead was cut off by a Janixjiry, 
and ftuck upon the End of a Spear, but Cardinal 
y«/idn ajfo, that wicked Legate, who by hi» im- 
pioas Sollicitaiion.i, and audacious Profanenefj, in 
pretending to difpeofe with foletnn Vows, had been' 
the Occalion of fo much Blood and Slaughtei". An 
inftruflive Lcflbn this, to »\\Chri(liaiiVt\MM.' 19 
be careful how ihey trifle with Oiths, left they 
ibould meet with the like deplo tabic End. 

^ ,Nor have we been without Examples, eveti in 
'( H t our 
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our Days, of the Danger of being guilty of this 
heinous Sin, in the Perfon of the late Emperor 
Charles the VI. of the Qiicen of Spain ^ of the pre- 
sent Emprefsy of (he King of Poland^ and of certain 
other European Powers, ^^^fi^ then, as to the Em- 
peror Charles the VI. that great Prince, who was 
endued with many good Qualities, but unfortu* 
Date ly tainted with tha( common Vice of Sovereignsi 
an Ambition of extendirg hb Territories, Jiad-puc 
an honourable End to a long and fuccefsful War 
hy the Treaty of Radjladt ; which, though by rea- 
ion of Great Britain's having clapped up a feparate 
Peace, it.was not near fo advantageous as might 
have been obtained before that unfortunate Event ; 
or would indeed have been concluded, (had it 
not been for the infatiable Avarice of the Duke of 
jUdarlborough^ and the inordinate Defire of the Dutch 
CO enlarge their Barrier unreafonably at the'Eir-- 
pence of this Nation,] fo long before as at Gertruy- 
dengy left him in quiet Pofle^on of wide extended 
Dominion', and fufficiently powerful, by the Help 
of his M/ieSf not only to make Head againft his 
Enemies, but even to humble them efFc6tuaIIy,aDd 
carry the War into their own Countries, mould 
they offer to attack him in any Part. 

In effed, Co fenfible was his Imperial Majefiy of 
hi.« own Strength, that it proved fatal to him, by 
lulling him into a falfe Security, and inducing him 
to throw off that Regard to his eld Allies they had 
well deferred at his Hands, which was the firft 
Step towards his Ruin Ftrjit He impolitically dif- 
Obliged the King of Sardinia^ by forcing him in a 
manner to a diiadvantageous Excharge of Sicily ^ 
which had been procured for him at ;hc Ticaty of 
Utrecht^ for Sardinia, ^ This Incroachment on the 
Right of another, laid the Foundation for a for- 
midable Inv^fion of Sicily foon after by the Spaniards^ 
when that Ifland would nave fallen into their Hands, 
had not we flood in the Gap, and put an Bad to 

ihcir 
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their Cooquefts, by the total Dereat ol their Flc« 
1111718. 

But notwithftanding this narrow Efcape, the Em* 
peror, as if inraiuatcd, inlleaJ of takiog Warning 
rherebj', proceeds yet furihcr, and by an uxfiafi- 
Ddili Sttffntf!, in refuring a certain InvclHturc, 
which was but a Matwr of mere Form, and feciiDg 
np ihtOjltnJ Company, not only difobliged our So^ 
vereign, but the whole Bnttjh Nation, togelhe^{ 
with the Smiei of Holland, aod the King of /i>4ffit#!' 
And to fay the Truth, it was but a fcurvy Return* 1 
for all the Blood arid Treafure lavifhed bytbefn^ I 
lijh in his Quarrel in Qjccn A>tnc\ Reign, befidei J 
the recent Service he had received from ih.;rTi, in 1 
recovering for him the fertile Irtaud of S'ci^, an^l-fl 
thereby fe-uring to him the Kingdom of UapUi^W 
which mull have lollowed of courre. ' ■ 

In l]»f>ri,tt was an irrettiei/able Miftake, for th«' 
the Affair of the Compafiy wa» foon given up, it J 
wai 100 late to regain our intire Confidence ; foM 
the Minifter who then hid the Direaion of A(- J 
fairi, and who, if be was not an aSual Penlioner I 
of Franct, which (here is gre^t Rcifon to fufpedfi 1 
wai, at lead, fo much afraid of a Rupture with' 
her, or fo much the Dupe of Cardinal FUury\ Pro* 
fellio ,f, thathc fervcd him to all Intsnti and Pui^ f 
pofei ai ffbaualiy as if he w« f^, not oMy n 
ufe of the Pretence of the firmidahle Pi.werol 
HouTe of Aaflria^ to avoiJ alfjrding th;m that Af- 
fiilanee to which we were bound by folemn Tr:a- 
lies, but even to enter into a Confederacy wild 
fr4mn againft ihem. The Dart* likewife, being 
cooled in their Afft:9;iopi for ihar Family, by ifie^^ 
|jte Attempt to fet up ao Ea^ liiia Company ia ■ 
the Auft ian Dominions, became intirely inditferent'B 
as to what bciel them, infomuch that ihey were J 
left dcflitutcof any ^//iW, to l^ippotc ihcmfelvea 
fingly againS all tbetr Enemies, 
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This was an Opp9rtunity that had long been 
earneftly wifhed for ; it was, therefore, no Wonder 
it was readily and even greedily laid hold on, the 
firft plaufible Pretence chat offered ; which was in 
the Year 173^, upon the Death of the late King 
Augufius oi Poland : An Event which bad been long 
cxpeaed, and for which Ftance had been accord* 
ingly long providing. And, in effed^the firft Step 
that Court took thereupon, was to fet up Stanijlaus^ 
Farherin*law to Li^is XV. as a Candidate for the 
Polifif Crown. Now hereby they laid an almoft in- 
evitable Snare for the Emperor, into which it was 
icarce poflible for him to avoid falling.. On one 
handy if he oppofed the Etedion of Stanijlaus^ now 
fo nearly allied to the frtnch King, it was to be re- 
prefented as an unpardonable Affront, which that 
Monarch could not in Honour put up : On the 
other hand, if he fuffered him to be quietly chofen, 
and advanced to that Throne, he would be hem- 
med in, in a manner, by Frante, and her Allies, 
who would at any Time have an Opportunity of 
pourirjg their Troops in upon him on z^txy Side. 
What could the Emperor do in fo perplexing an 
Alternative? He wifely chofe the ]\x&t^ and moft 
prudent, which was, to leave the Poles in Poffeffion 
of their native Right of elef^ing their own Mo- 
DarhVf without intermeddling therewith, any other- 
wife than by J, "e vailing on Prince Lu^omirjii, ttf 
throw, his Intereft into the Scale of the other Can- 
didate, namely, Augufius^ the prefent Sovereign of 
Poland^ and Son to the late King. 

Franciy therefore, being left at Liberty to pro- 
mote the Advancement of Staniflaus as much as 
ihe pleafed, without Oppofition from the Em- 
peror, it was plain ihe could have no reafonable 
Ground of Complaint againft him, whether fhe fuc- 
ceeded therein or nor. Ncverthelef.«, on the Csca* 
ritiai interpofing in Behalf of Augufius^ and backing 
"lat InterpofitioQ with a firong Body of Troops, 

by 
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by which Means Stani^aui loll his Elcaion, this 
MKcarriagc of the latter was tmpiiled by Franci C» 
the Artifices ot the Erapcror, and made ufc of as 
a Pretence to attack hiro almoft 00 every Side at 
once, in Conjunfiion with the Qjeeii of S^ai 
the King ol Sarjinia. 

It wa; not (o be cjtpefted, as his Dominion* lay ] 
fo diftant from each other, that this Prince coula 
long make Head againft fo powerful a Confede- 
racy : accordingly in two or three Carapjigns, he 
loft almoft all Footing in Jta/y. befides Fort Kiilf I 
and PbiLpiburgb \n cbe Empire; and nas glad tv J 
clap up adiihonourable Peace, by pcrfivading hi) J 
Son-in-law, the Duke of l/irtain, to an immediate J 
Ceflion ot (hat Du'chy. iu Exchange for a pren,. 
rious Revcrfionof theDutchy of ^/cany, which !(■ 
would be in the Power of /Voar; or ^/lin to lakffl 
from him when they pleafed. Behold here, thffS 
bitter PirH-Fruirf of his Invafian of anaihet's Right^J 
and Violation of a folemn Treaty ! Had lie 1 " 
difgbiiged the K\ngoi SanHnU formerly, by wti 
ing Sidlj from him, France and Spain could nevdfll 
have made fuch a rapid Progrefs in Iia/y and iheEm*'! 
pirej and had he not done the fame by Gri't BrhM 
lain and Holland'ia fcctingup the Oftend Qotr>^za% 
they would probably have alEltcd htm in rcpellir- 
Forcc by Force. 

But this is not all, tlie word U (!ill behind. 
was natural f^ir the Emperor to be greatly mu 
fied at fo difadvantageou; a Treary ; the Lofi t 
the [WO Kingdoms of Naples al]d SicHy^ with i 
vhole Miianixe, and terrain, two of ihe molt VNr 
luable Dutcliicj in Europe, Tu/canj excepted, wa| 
fufficient to put him out of Humour, and to make \ 
H'm ready, like a drowning Man, to catch at any I 
Twig which would fave him from finking, I" thu 1 
critical Junfture, a Ruprutc happening between 
the Mt/cuvilti and Turks, wherein the former bad 
H 4 ^»iMt&. 
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Eained confiderable Advantages* the Emperor was 
invited and follicited by the Czarina^ to lay hold 
of that Opportunity to humble the common Bne« 
my of Chriftindom^ and indemnify himfelf for his 
former Loficsi at the Expence of the hpiils. 

The Temptation was ftrong to any Man who 
confulted on)y his prelent Intereft, witnoot any Re* 
gard to Juftice, or folemn Contracts, when they 
any way clafhed therewith ; and it was the more 
io^ as the ^urk% having been '^already greatly 
weakened by an unfuccefsful War carried on 
againft the Perfians^ and by feveral Advantages 
gained over them by the Mufcvuites^ it was gene- 
rally believed (fo fhort-fighted are Mankind !) the 
Germans would march to certain Conqueft. In ef- 
ftdit this was what his Mioiftry were continually 
reprefenting to the Emperor ; fo that at lad they 
perfwaded him, upon feme frivolous Prerencesy to 
proceed to open Hodiliries againft the Turk^ who 
had maintained the Treaty oi PaJfar(njDU% inviola- 
1)ly about twenty Years, and never given him| nor 
the Empire, the leafl Caule of Offence. 

One would have thought, however, that a Prince 
who was himfelf Sovereign of Hwigeiry^ «nd whofe 
extenfive Territories boraered equally upon ^urkef 
and Polandy and who muft confequently be fuppo- 
fed to have been converfant in the Hiftories of 
thofe Nations, fhould have remembered the unhap* 
py and deplorable Fate of JJladiJlaus^ on an Occa- 
sion aimnfl fimilar to this, and ihould have been 
warned thereby not to tread in. his Step, left he 
Should (hare in his Puniihment. Bur, as ne did not, 
though his Chaftifemcnt was fomewhat more mild, 
yet he met with a very fevere Rebuke at the Hand 
of Providence. 

With three powerful Armies that marched into 
the lurkijh TerritorieS| confident of Succedit the 

Imperialifit 
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Impiri/tliJIf were fo far from gaining any coiifide- 
rable Advantages, ihough ihe Infidih had iheir 
Hands full at [lie fame Time of ihe Mvfco-ului. ihac 
they met with many (hocking Repulles, and were 
not able to maintain [h«ir own Ground ; Co (hat be- 
ing driven from Place to Place, and greatly weakened 
by continual LofTes, his Imperial Majefty wai at 
Ijft glad ihimcfally lo cbp up H feparaie Peace, 
diflionourably leaving his faithtul Ally The Czarina, 
and compounding for the Security of his remain- 
irg Dominions, by the Surrender of Btlgreiii, Odb 
of the (troDgeil and mod irnportanc FortrefTes in hts , 
DoininioiK, and by giving up aconfldcrablc Froo* > 
tier to the injidiU. 1 

It may well be itnagine^, Gicb a Train of Mis- 
fortune), one upon the HeeU of another, muft Ten- 
fibly have affcSed ihii unhappy Prince ; bat if we 
add [hereto, ibat upon an impariial Revicn of iiii 
paft Condu^, unleft he was wilfully blind to hia 
own Errort, to call ihem no worftf be mjft be for- 
ced 10 acknowledge, he had brought all ihcfe Ca- 
lamities upon himlelf ; and that ibc laft in particu- 
lar, Kai owing to a mod notorioui Breach ofpub- 
lie Faith, snd aiofequentty a flgnal Tranfgrefrion 
of the Third Commandment, it mull certainly be 
a confidcrable Aggravation of hii Sorrows, as he 
migiit read his Sin in hij ?umfhmcnt. 

The wrefling ^idly from the King of Sardinhi, 
vas followed by [lie Lois nor only of that Ifland, 
but of Naplts and the Milutiext i\(a, without hx-J 
ving Sa'diaia in their room ; the fetting u^ of tbaa 
Ofiind Company, which wai likewife contrary Vkm 
Treaty, wa» followed by the Lofsofilie Coiiftdenoe-I 
and Fritndfljip of Gnat BrUatn and Hellanii, v 
inlfead of iatcrpofing, flcod ijoiet Spectators 01 
Misforrnnes ; if it may "ot liltcwife be added, tl 
bis Dajghrcr's Lofs of Flana'cn ai prcfent. i 
Daily owing to the fame iJaufc. Then. I< 

as 
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p^eac all, the Lois of BtlgtAde^ and a great Part of 
Hungarj^ followed clofe upon his violating the 
Treaty oi Pafarttwitx^ which himfelf had formerly 
conckidedy and greatly to hii own Honour and Ad« 
▼antage. 

Nor was this the worft, for this confiderahle Lofi 
of his Dominions was followed with the Lofs of bis 
Quiet ; he never held up his Head again ; but after 
lingering out about a Year in Sorrow and'Dilcon* 
tent, departed thb Life, with this flinging Mortifi« 
cation, that he had furvived his Glory and Profpe* 
riry by fome Years* and left the Affairs of his Fa* 
inily unfetdcd, and in a very precarious Coedition. 

But Charles VI. is not the only Prince whom 
«e have (een grievoufly dilappointed in his ambitious 
Views, when fuch Princes have undertaken to com- 
pafs their Defigns in defiance of, and without any 
regard to, the mo(l fblemn Treaties, though con* 
eluded by themfelves. For, not to mention the 
kte Liwis XIV. who was a remarkable Example of 
this; fince, not with flanding his having treacberoufly 
fettled bis Grandfon, contrary to an exprefs Treaty, 
made by htmfelf but a little before, upon the 
Throne of Sf^'n^ he not onljr lived to lee thac 
young Prince, but likewife himfelf, in the utmoft 
Danger of being driven from thence, which no- 
thing but the Divifions of Gnai Britain, and the 
Corruption of the StigHJb Mituflry, could have 
then prevented. 

Not to mention then that Monarch, we fay, is 
not the prefent State of the Spaniflf Armies in Iiafy, 
and the ailoniihing Turn that Afiairs have lately 
taken in that Country, a mofl evident and manifett 
Proof, that Heaven itfejf interpofes in Behalf of his 
Sardinian Majefly* and the Tufcan Dominions,, to 
render the unw^rantable Defigns of the Queen 
oi SjfaiH abortive i 

In 
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In effeft, ;f file believed any thing o\ ihe Exift- 
cDce of a Deiry, and ot hii Superintendence over 
Human Affairs, how could (he espctt oiherwiie f 
How could flie CKpefl, thai after having made ufe 
of (he King ot Sardinia, ai an Inftrument to Rrip 
the late Emperor of (he two Kinpdoins of ^aphi 
and SUify, (he (hoold now be fuffered to deprive 
himof thofe very Dominions that were conferred 
upon him by Tfeary, in Cotifidcration of the Af- 
BAance he then lent hcc ? Or how could it be es- 
peiied, that either (he, or France, Ihould be aU 
lowed to ilrip the Emperor of the Dukedom o( _ 
Tu/canj, folcmnlsr yielded to him by Treaty, in ex- 
change lor the Dutcby of Lerrain, his faerediiarjr 
BoniinioQe } 

How muft this uneKpcfled and unforcfcen Difap- i 
ppointment gall that haughty Parmifan, ihal ^^J 
male Fury, whom Providence feerna to have let-J 
Jooft in hJB Wrath, [o be the Scourge of all f*-' 
riyw ? But let her receive this mild ChaftifemenI ' 
nith Humility and Patience; let her at laft bt 
iij£ed with that Deluge of Qlood fhc has c»ufcd 
to be fhcd, to gratify her ioordinaie Ambition and 
Lull of Power: let the MilUona of Lives Ihc ' 
already (acii6ced fuffice, and let her no longer ; 
lift in her neiarioiu and unwarrantable Schei 
left flic (hould meet with a yet more fevere Vifi- 
tation, and lefi certain Powers, opening their Eyes 
at laft to their true Interell, her Favouiiie Ui>» 
Carkt Ihould be tumbled frotn the Throne by at 
fuddcn a Revolution as that which placed hira . 
iheie, 

Nor is the prefent Emprefs, ihoagh otherwire t \ 1 
Princefs endued with many and exalted Virtues, - 1 
altogether free from Blame in thi» relpc^. The 
firft Attacks indeed of net Enemiei were attended . 
with fuch Succefa, and caroed on with fuch Fury, 
that i[ ii no Wonder Nature Ihould prompt her 
U ti whca 
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when Fortune turned on her Side, to m tke feme 
Repruals ; but then ihe ought to have confidered 
impartially 9 that neither tne Prerenfion^f of the 
Biedtor of Bavaria nor yet tbo(e of the King of 
Tmffia^ were abfolutely without Grounds; and 
th^t, on the contrary, though they might be very 
difagreeable to heti they were very fpecious. 

She ought Hkewile to have remembered^ that bis 
Pruffian Majcfty in particulari had not proceeded 
to ExtreiDitiesy till he had made a formal Demand 
of what he conceived to be his undoubted Right, 
and had even offered her a confiderable Equiva- 
lent for that ; nay, that he had waited patiently not 
only till his Propofals were reje&ed with Scorn, but 
till her Imperial Majcfty, having been ill advifed 
by thofe who thought to find their own Account 
in filbing in troubled Waters* was preparing to re- 
pel Force by Force^and a Demand had been made 
of a Body of Mu/covititt who by finding the Pruf' 
Jtam full Employment at Home, were to have pre- 
vented their Irruption into ^i/^4. 

That Princeis, we^,ooght impartially to have 
Confidered all thefe Things ; and that, therefore, 
her entering into a Confederacy with the King of 
Folandy to parcel oot his Prujpan Majdfty's heredi-^ 
tary Dominions, in Violation of many folemn Trea- 
ties, coald never be juftified by that Prince's En- 
deavour to recover by Force what was his Right, 
after it had been refufed him peremptoriiy, whe» 
claimed peaceably. 

Accordingly, we find the Event of each was an-» 
fwerable ; the one being attended with continoal 
Saccelis, and the other with continoal Defeats and 
Misfortunes Not (hat we think it always fair to 
snake a Judgment of the Re^itude of Adionr by 
the Iffuc thereof ; but, in the Cafe before as, we 
have great KcafoD to think the one was tht dired 

V. Con* 
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Conrequemeof the other, And wiiat induces irf I 
to be of itiis Opinion i), that conii' uai VicilTiiudd ■ 
of good or ill Ifortune, iha: ^.trended the Attempt*.! 
of ihe ptuj^an dad Aufi'ian Troops, according a#l 
iheir Foundation Whs Lid in Juliice oi not. 

Forlnftancc.whcnthcKIng ol Pru^n attacked S/J^ 
Ufit^hz mer with uninieTtipicdSuctclt i bur, when 
after the Treaty of Ertjluu, t*kmg Ad^jncagc of ih^ K 
Aiftrian Army's havirig piaffed the AAib?, be i>nwar>'| 
rantably invaded B'htinia, at the Head of Ninety ' 
Thoufard Men, commiinng there inioleiable Ra- 
yagEs ; an Aftion equally ungencroup, inhuman, 
andnottobejalliiicd; tho' he carried at liift indeed 
all before him, he was foon forced lo abandon hi* 
CohqueRs, and gUd to retire into hii own Terri-, i 
tnrJe.s, hardly bringing back half ihai fine Armf/d 
Prince CiWiT/ of iwro/o was then fingly able tw.1 
cope with bis PruJ^an Majeflj-, and to recovi * 
fecore that Kingdom; but when her //B^^aria 
jeAy would hearken to no Termst when, without ai 
Kegard to Right, and ihitfting after Revenge, thifl 
^Jfiiiati Army, under the fame Princp, in Con'V 
junfiion with \)\^Sbxo!!I, and the Ini'urfentB of 1 
fiut^ary. Were ordered to pneirate into the here- ' 
diiary Dominions of die Houfc a^ Brandenha^ g, hoi ^ 
were the Tables turned ! The King of Pruga, 
not only prevented, and fingly repalfcd ihem, buf^ 
carryii gFirc and Swocd into the 5fljronTerriforie»i' 
over-ran that Elefloraie with amazing Rapidity j 
levied immenle Contributions, and in ftoit, forcci" 
both Atigajim and the Qncen of Hungary, to i 
down conicDted with their Lofs and Damages, bri 
to buy J Peace u< a prodigious LoG ; after whicfi. 
he returned in Triumph, loaden with HonourJ 
Spoib, and Richci, to hi« Capital. 

Having thus, as we think, rufBciently fhowBjnj 
both from ihe Miflory of former Times, and of our 

«wn, the Enormity and fatal Confequenccj of ir mf- 



Oftht Breach, or Obfcrvance, 

grclCng.'hi- Third CnmmandnKint by thf Violatiatl' 
of public Tri^dtics, wc Ih .11 proceed to fpccify fomo 
orhcr Wafi whrreby it is eqiia ly broken, iboigf^ 
the Breatjli of it may not aft'ctt fo many i nay, 
perhaps, may only hurt ourfelvcs : Tbai i^ by Blaf- 
phemy, and rain Wifhes, and ImprecaiioDS) or 
Currcs, either on ourfelves, or otberj. 

Thi> is To bh'phemoui and Ibocking a Praflice, 
that the Hiflortei of all Nations have condemned it. 
and have tak«nNoticc of the dreadful Judgments 
attending thofe who have giveti ineinrelves up 
thereto. Not !□ meniion the numerous Inflan- 
ces of thofe who, upon every Turn, ufing them- 
felves to cry, If ihii bi nol Irut, or, if I ih not 
fi anJ/a, tii Dfvil takt mr, have at lall found that 
OM Serpent come M their Call, and have aduall/ 
been carried away by him. Hundreds being aflually 
Wiinclles thereto ; Not id mention tbefe, wc fay, 
becaufe there h Tcarcc any one, who has not heard 
«f fonie fuch Things, we Jliali give fomeother Ex. 
ample), not lefs remarkable, though not 16 com- 
mooly talked of. 

At (he Dawn of the Reformation in Gcrmaiy, a 
certain Prieft, who had lieen converted to Luikera- 
Kifnt, but cither through Fear, or (or Intereft, had 
apoftjtized again to Ptptry, in order to juftil)' him- 
fclf, and give evidcnc Proof ol his Zeal, and the 
Sincerity of his Convetfion, or rather Perveriion, 
after Abundance of bitier Inveflivej from the Pui- 
pit agaiiift Luihtr, and hi« Religion, conc'uded all 
with faying, If bis Daarint bt Irui, liui^ a Tiiui'-_ 
ixtboh mayfifike rat dead. 

But obrervc the Confcqurnce of this raili and h' 
tal Imprecation I Not many Days alter, there was 
• violent Srorm, accompanied with dreadful Thun- 
"* X and Lighteniog, wbueat tliit wicked PrieA 
being 
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^^^Being greatly terrified, his gui ty Con ciencc a-Cn-, ,^H 
Ting him of having Tpolifn fO'<iiiir, c.i ih> 1 riilh| ^^M 
andrememberirg his ralh Willi, he ran inro tha, ^H 
CliurL:h, aad kucdingdovvn be o'c the Alur went ^| 
to Prafci'a : Bat liite did thit avaii him ; fa ibo 
Divine Vengeance overtaking ■-,!•-■, h- was there 
ftruck with Lightening, a-id with m ich Difficutiy 
brought to Life again. Hereupon it wis concluded ^^ 
to remove bim lo hi^ ova Houic, rha' Endeavourti ^H 
might be there vifed to recover him. if poQible, in- ^H 
lirely; but as they were carry irg him Home, ihs ^H 
Divine julliceitill ptirfLiing him, a fccond Flalh ^^ 
burnt him from Head to Foot, fa that he vas ai 
black all over a» a Coal : being a remarkable Mo- 
nument of the Anger of Heaven for fuch Crimes : 
This dreadful Account ii tranfmiticd down touiby 
Martin Luthlr bimfelf. ■'■■ 

The next Example we fliall rite will be (imilar' 1 
hereto, and therefore follows very properly : Thin'" 
it of another Prieft, who, in order to defend the. 
wicked Praflice of ihc Ramijh Church, in denying 
the Cup to the Laity, h.^ving occafionally men-> - 
tioncd theWordsof br. P-w/, i Cir. si. 23,24,15^ ' 
broke Out into (his blafiihcmouii Eicbmation, Qb^ ' 
P«iil, Paul, if thy DaSrint nneeruing ibe rtiei-vii^ 
thi Saeramenl in i»b Kindi be trui, and ij it h «•' 
•uiicked Thing la adminifitr it vibtritii/i^ thtn may ihtf -4 
Druil tail ml i and to conlirm thii yet more, hcv J 
added, addrejling himfclf to the People, IfthiPopt'^ • 
DeHritit tanctrniag Itii Paint it not trui, then am /^ 
tht Devits Band'fiaiit ; tteithtr da Ifiar tBpa-u-n my 
Stu/ufaa it. Wbich Wqi^s had not been long out ' 
of his Mouth, before the Devil afludUy came rOH 
claim his own, and without hurting any one elf^ J 
carried away this wicked Prieft (o effcflQally, (bat 7 
he was never heard of afterwards. 

In the Reign ol Fndirki. Emperor of Germany^ 
tlu Couut dc Stbwartxineargi', one of bit NobJej. 
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nled comm' nly, in order to confirm what he had 
ailerre<i, to wifh. if it were not id, he mi^ht be 
iiiffbciited in a Privy $ and accordingly his VVlih, 
though very improbable, especially in a Pcribn of 
bis Qaa'ity, came tapafs. For, a^ he was attending 
on the Enjpcror, in St. Peter's Cloifter at Erfurt^ 
that Prince having Occaiion to go to the NecefHirf 
Houfe, Schfwartxenhurgb accompanied him thither ; 
llrhere they had not been long, before the Floor 

fave Way, and funk in; fo that the Emperor with 
)ifficutry faved himfelf by laying hold on the Bars 
of a Window, and hanging thereby till Help came ; 
but ^chwartKinburgh fell to the Bottom, and was 
fmothercd. 

Equally remarkable was the Fate of the great 
Earl Goodwin of Kent^ Father to King Harold^ from 
whom the Good^winSands^ which were formerly his 
Eftate, bat were overflowed by the Sea, derived 
their Name. This Nobleman being at Table with 
our King Edward the Coofeflbr, one of the Cup- 
bearers, going to prefent his Majefty with fome 
Wine» made^ Stumble, but faved himfelf with his 
other Foot, and did not fall. Hereupon, Goodiviv, 
kughing, cried out, See kow one Brother^ meaning 
his Legs, he/fs another. Thcfe Words bringing to 
the King's Remembrance, the deplorable End of 
his Brother Ji/red^ to whofe Death the Earl was 
fufpefted CO have been accefTary, made fo deep an 
Impreifion on him, rhat he could ndt forbear an- 
fwering. So tvou/dm^ Brother Alfred have helped m$^ 
bad it not been for you, ^ 

Being charged fo home, the Earl, thoagh not 
afraid of fuffering for the fame, being rather more 
powerful than the King himfelf, was willing to 
clear himfelf of fo black an Imputation ; and ac- 
cordingly, little imagining how foon the Mmiihty 
would fay ^men to bis wicked Imprecation, If I 
mm any weg guilty of Alfrcd^i Dtatb^ fatd hc^ //ta^ 

God 
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Cud ihii Marfil af BriaJ lam naio abml « lat^ nu^ 
thoakmt. As he wtf]inJ,fo nag iheEvenr j chaiverjf 
Moifel choaked him before he ftirred from tht 
Place: He&ven thereby bearing Witnefi againfl 
him that he fwore falfly, and was afluaily guiltv of 
the Murder of that Prince, in order to make Waf 
for the Advanccmenc of his own Family to the 
Throne. 

Yet more remarkable is the rollowing ExampIeC, 
eg it ii handed down to us by Eccleliallical Hiilory 1 1 
A certain Biftiop of 7««/a/(w, named Nunipi, %, 
Prelate famoui for his exemplary Virtue and finga>, 
lar Piety, hating made himfelf many Enemies b^ 
his Boldnefj in Handing up for tlie Tniih, and' 
Ih;irply reproving Vice, without any Refpfdl of 
Perli>n!, fame of tliem tuborncJ three piofl.gan 
Wretches to accule him of Incontinency. Ac'cord- 
ingly, thefe abandoned Mif>:reantsdi(] lb j and ia 
order to gain the more Credit to their Tcflimony, 
which obtained very Ittlte Belief, tliey ftveralljf - 
backed it with the following rafti Imprecations, if 
I/piak 7101 ihi Truth, faid the firfl, 1 praj God I mif 
fcriJhbyFirr. Jf'whal l/oyufalfe. cried the fe- 
cond, Ged grant I may be Jeflroytd bj famt fllhy and 
grirasui Difeafe. AuJ, 1/ 1 accvft him ivroi^fult/. 
adds the otiier, HeafVen fend I may Is/t my Sight, a«| 
hiiomt b/ittJ. 

Grieved to the Soul at fuch an Afperlion, th» 
good Bifiii>p, though confcroua of h\* own Inno- 
cence, nay, though it was hardly believed by Bny_ 
one, religned his B Iho prick, and lived retired* 
thJt be might not give O^cafion for Scandal, and 
caufe the Enemies of God to blalpheme. But hli 
forfworn Accufers did not efcape onpuniftied j thtt 
Co^whomihey had called to witnefs to a Lie, ha- 
ving faid AmM to all their wicked Wifhea. Ac 
cordiiigly, the Houfe of the firfl was fet on Fire, no 
one knew bow, and boih be and hi* Family wcr* 
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burnt therein lo Ajhes ; the fecond languifhed an4 
wafted awny with an uncommon and loathfome Dif- 
eaft I and the third, feeing [he woful End of hit 
Companioni and Accomplices in loiguity, being 
flruck with Rcmorre, confeJTed the whole villanou* 
Combination, thereby vindicating the worthy Pre- 
late, anii never ccafcdUmenting his Crime, [ill by 
coniinual weeping, he had Joit his Sight : Being 
in this more ha^ipy than his AfTociates, that, ha- 
ving Time allowed him lor Repentance, hia Punilli'-''^ 
ment might probably end with his X.ife, . I 

The rcxt Example we fliall cite, fliall be of • 
common Swearer, which is not lefs remarkable than 
the foregoing. Two young Genilemen, being 
walking logeiber in a Field, there arofe on a (ud- 
den fuch a violent Tempeft, accompanied with a. 
Whirlwind, that ii Aruck a Terror into ail that faw 
it, and every one Drove to run as f^ll as he could to 
flielter. But tbefe young Men being too far from 
any, though they made what Kafte (hey poITibly 
could from it, were cvenaken thereby ; whereupon, 
fearing it would take them of: the Ground, and 
dafh them again romewhit that might end their 
Days, they fell flit upon their Faces; and the 
Whirlwind whiiking round them foi (ome Time, 
pafled on, and tefi (hem. 

One of them then arofe, but fo altered, and tn 
fuch an Agony, that he could Icarce lUnd, upon 
tvhich fome People, who were at a little Diftance, 
under a Hedge came to hit Afliflance ; and having 
iccoveied him a little, they wint on to his Compa- 
nion, who was ililJ lying on hi% Face, and haJ ne- 
ver If irred. But, judge iheir Surprize, when they 
not only found him abrolu[eIy dead, but that all 
hii Bones werecrullied in Pieces, lo that his Legs, 
Arms, and Thighi, might be turned with Eafp 
which Way ibey would; and what was yet more 
^oniflling UuB all the reO, his Tongue wu pulled 
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by tbe Roots, and carried quite away, Co that it 
could never afterwards be found, though fought for 
with the utmod Care. This unhappy young Man, 
upon Enquiry into his Chara^er, was fouod to be 
sD outragious Swearer, Curfer, and Blafphetner ; no 
wonder therefore, the Tongue, which had fo gric- 
voufly oRended, fhould fhate in the Puniihmeni, 

Of a piece with this, arc the two following Ex- 
amplca of common Swearere ; ihe firft cf which it 
ef a young Cursyfe Gentleman, monftroufly addic- 
ted to this wicked Prailice; who being in Compa- 
ny with divers others, and amongft ihe tell a reve- 
rend Clergyman, began to curfe and blafpheme 
dreadfully ss they were travelling along the Road. 
Hereupon the Minifter mildly reproved him, telling 
him, he would one Dny be called to anfwer for it. 
Enraged thereat, ibe Gentleman bidi him lake n» 
Tieugii/hr him, but prepari far bit etvn Wtnding- 
Shiet. H'lll, faid the Miniiier, calmly, / iixald ad- 
vifeyeu, hruievir, h amind, for Dtatb gi-vts naffam- 
ing; andai faen comes tbt Lamb's Skin la tht Markil, 
m ihi oldSbtep'i. Whereupon ihe other fwearing 
by the Wounds of Qui, cried. Cart ml thsa for at ; 
and the Miniltcr finding him incorrigible, laid ng 
more. 

The other, however, pCTfilled in his old Courfe, 
and grew worfe and worfe, till tliey came to a Bridge 
that was laid over the Mouih of a River, juft at in 
Entrance into the Sea, where this fwearing Profli- 
gate, whofe Meafure of Iniquity was almoli foil, un- 
fortunately fpurred his Horfe forward with fuch 
Fury, that the (nectlefomc Beai), being enraged, 
leared up, and leaped clear over the Side of (he 
Bridge with his Rider, who, to increafe the Terror 
of all that heard it, cried out as he wai falling, 
Harfe andMan and all to tbc Dinjil, Now, what a 
dreadful and Ibocking Inftance is here of the Divine 
yengeance? What an evidcav to4 laai*^*** 
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Proof, that ihe ThreatCBiDgg of the Lanf are eqiiallj' 
true with his Promifcs, and thac he ceramly will 
tot bold him guiltlefs who profiMs hia holy Name. 
by uking it io vain ! 

Nor it (he following Example lefs fiiocking, if 
not tather more fo, on Ai;coantcf the Condition of 
ihe unhappy Wretch wiio was guiiry thereof, which 
was B great Aggravation of his Sin ; Jrafiniich ai he 
not only grievoufly cfFendtd his great Creator, bat 
feemed 10 let him at open Defidnce. This unforlo- 
nate and gracelefs Creaiurc, who lived in iiW/o- 
>*;«, ufed to make it his common Praflic? 10 fwear 
byCaJ'i precious Blaod j and Chough ofien reproved 
by Acquaintance and Relatione, ivoL.ld not take any 
Warning. At length, being afHifled wiih a grie- 
vous Sicknefs, fo ihat there were fmail Hopes ol hi| 
Life, his Friends redoubled their Admintiont, ear- 
ncAly imreating him to corlider his State, and make 
his Peace with Heaven, whiill it wai yet Time, by ■ 
K fincere Repentance. 

But all good Counfel was lod upon him, and 
wholly difrcgirdedi for, fo hardened was he in this 
Sin, that heating the Bell loll for him (which was 
a Cuftom (ormer'y when the Pctfon was dying, and 
not after he was dead, as is tlic Praftice now] mo' 
he WIS inlheveryPangsof Dearh,heAaried iip,and, 
to the Horror of all prefenC, fworp.Jty the Wounds 
of that Gso', bif'rc wh (e drcadlul Tribunal hewai 
juft about to appear, lit Be/I lali'dfiii him ; but hi, 
meaning ihe Aimighty,^Wjia6/ have bimyel. But, 
to fliew him, whom he had fei at Defiance, no foon- 
er had he uiiercd this horrid Blafpheray, than Hea- 
" > . ■ - • - . ^ gi J prevented hia 

Blood immediaTely 
.'iaEyej, Nofc, Mouth. Ears, Wrifls, 
i.Toes, and. in (hort, from every Part 
Thuswaa he made a vifible Example 
Divine Jufticc and Power, to ihe Tetror of 
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itie whole Country, and ended a wicked Life by a 
miferable and terrible Death. 

The three next Inltmces of the dreadful Confe- 
quences of tranigi-elTmg the Third Commandment, 
are of anoihcr Nature, but we think not leb re- 
markdble ; becaufc the Pjnilhiiient did not toime- 
distely fall upon ihofe who were guihy of thjt Sio, 
but uport their innocent Cbildren Thefiri) is o(s 
Woman, who being of a very [-affionate Temper, 
cfcd frequertly, in her Anger, bitterly to curie one 
of ber Sons. One Time, above the reli, being 
tranfpnrtcd with Ragebeyind Meafure, and giving 
Way thereto, after many other grievous Execra- 
tions, to crown the Mhole Qie wiclicdly wilTiei, 
that ail the Devilj in Hell would fetch him cut of 
her Prefence. The poor Boy, greatly terrified at 
fvich abominnble ExpreffionB, in order to get out of 
his Mother's Way till her Fury was over, went 
into a litile Coutr-yard behind the Hoiire, tho' 
it was Ten at Nighr, and very dark. But 
he had not been there long, before he felt 
himfelf fnatched up irto the Air, and was carried 
away with incredible LSwifinefi, fo that no Bird 
could have ilown fo f).ft He was then let faJ 
amnngft a great Number of Buihes and Briars, and 
drawnthrough the tWckeft cif ihem, iefomuch that, , 
not only his Ctoathi were grievouHy torr_ 
Fjce and Body alfo; whereupon (he poor Creature 
began to call out upon Heaven for Relief, which J 
was immediately fenthira ; for his cruel Tormfii- J 
tors, who 10 him appeared like Men of a large St^ 1 
ture, and terrible Countenance, but who were in> 
deed infernal Spirits, carrying him back through 1 
the Air, put him in at a little Window belonging (0 I 
one ct the Chambers of his Father's Houfe, and 1 
there left him. Accordingly, in this Room he wa> ' 
afttrwards found by the Family, after long Sa 
and much Sorrow ; though in a deplorable Con^ 
ditior, and almott dillraded with Pear: Heaven 
bivl g pe milted the evil Spirits thu: far to tarmcat 
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him, for the Admonition and Warning of his wicked 
Mother. 

Another Woman, not much better than the fore- 
going, being equally add idled to Paflion and to bit- 
fer Imprecations by the Almighty WwCn angry, was 

Jetmorefeverelypuniflicd for it, in the Perfon of 
er Sot^. For the poor Youth having fome way 
difpleafed 'her, and being going Abroad, ihe dill 
milTed him witi) this Curfe, that Jbe prayed God, 
Jhe might nenjer/et htm return ali*ve^ to which Hea* 
venfoonfaid Anun: For the Weather being then 
fultry^ the young Man being faint with Heat, went 
with ibme bf his Companions to bathe himfelf, and 
was unfortunately drowned ; fo that he never again 
returned to his wicked Mother, till he was carried 
tocher in that Condition, upon the Shoulders of 
others, A Judgment, which though it did not fall 
directly upon herfelf, yet, if fhe had ^any natural 
AfFedlion, when out of her Fury, or any the leaft 
Fear of God before her Eyes, muft render all the 
Remainder of her Days miferable. 

The lad Inflance of this Kind is in fome refpe/ls 
yet much more remarkable than either of the ^or* 
mer ; in^fmuch as the poor Boy who fufiered there* 
'by, lived to be feen, and converfed with by Thou- 
(ands. This unhappy Yoath, having a Father verjf 
paffionate, and who, upon the flighted Provocations^ 
was too much given to wicked Imprecations, hap- 
penniog one Day not to be fufficiently expeditious 
a&out hit Bufinefs, to (atisfy the Impatience of his 
bafty Parent, / <u;j£, faid he, thou majeft never fir 
from thy Place i and too foon indeed he had his 
wicked Wi(h. For, fcarcely had he uttered the 
Words, before the Lad (luck fad indeed, as if root- 
ed there ; io that there was no Poflibility of moving 
him by any Means^ no^not fo much as to fit, or bend 
his Body. 

At 
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At length, sfitr Tome Time, by the Prayers of 
good Chtifiietit, his P'<.uis nere fomewhat mitigated^ 
(hough not iniirely remitted j and in (his lerrible 
CondilioD did the poor Youth rcm^iin, for fevea 
Years, a Handing Monumtm cf GaJ't JudgmcDt, 
upon fuch as are guilty uf this abominable Prafiicc ; 
and a terrible and d»ily MemiKto to his Pother of hit 
horrid Sin, which he faw thus feverely vifited upon 
bis Son I and which he might confeqtienily exjiefl,. 
woald be more leverely punilbedon himfdf. without 
a fincete and heany Repentance ! Three Years of 
the fevei), did the poor Youth continue Handing, 
without any other Eafe, than the having a ?oll pla- 
ced at hii Back to lean agairft ; afier which Heaven 
fo far relieved him, as to rEllare him to the Power 
offitiing; and in this melancholy State, now fit- 
ting, then lUnding, did he linger out fotir Year) lon-t 
ger. when he depaited this Life joyfully, nothing 
weakened in his UnderRandtr^, and not doubting 
of his Salvaijoa through the Merits and Mercy of 
Chrift. 

And ineffeA, as terrible and awakening as this 
Jiidgmeat may Yeem at firll Sight, and as indeed it 
was, in one refpefl, yet, with regard to the Son, it 
appears only to have been the mercifulVifitationof a 
loviHR Parent; who by this itfong Trial of ihcLad'j 
Sabmiffion and Relignatioo, was preparing and fiiling 
him for himfelf. 'Ihls we have all the Realbn in 
the World to believe, from thecotiflant Deport- 
ment of the poor Vouih, during the whole Courfeof' , 
this liery Purgation ; no Murmurs, no Complaints, 
noRepinings were heard come out of his Mouthy 
bnl he was continually ftrcngihened, to bear all with 
unwearied Patience ; his conftant Anfwer to all who 
asked him concerning his Welfare, and what had 
befallen him, being. That hi irat affiatd atidfajlmsi 
BfGa^ i and that il muft not te the Hilp sf Man, but, 
ibi Mercy and Pmvir af Heavin, mvjl reliiiie him. 
And accordingly lie wm amply rewarded «.^ \».%. W 
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fai] exeinpl&ry Patience under his momentary and 
ttaoGeiit SuSertDgs here, by a gloriout and happjc^ 
Immoicaliiy. ,i 

We have now, as we hope, fuSiciently Ihewn the 
full ExiCDt of ihii divine Precepr, as alfo the good 
Confequences of paying a ready Submiffion thereto, 
and the fUtal Effects, evtit in this Life, of a contiary 
Practice, let us therefore go on to the Fouith and 
lali CoDtmandmeot orthc Atfi Table. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of the good and bad Confequencts of the 
Ohfirvancey or Non-OVfervance of the 
Fourth Commandment. 

REmembcr that tha hep half lit Sahiatb Day ; 
Jix Daytfiialt l!vu iabtur, and da all that thoH 
hafl la do i iuf tie Se-vetiib it ihi Sabbath o/tbt Loko 
tbj God. In it thaHJhalt do m taennir if Wark, thou, 
itar thj Son, nor thj Daughter, ihj Man-Stf^anl, our 
th MaiJ-Srrv.inf, mr ihy Catllt, nor ibt Stranger 
that it 'witiiiit ihy Galei. For in Jix Dayi the Loko 
mad> Heaven and Earth, the Sta,arid aU that in them 
is, and refied the Se-venlb Day i 'uibertfert the Lot-O 
bliffed the Seventh Day, and haUmutd it. 

Now, (bong!) wKat is required of us by this 
Comirardment is Co plainly expreffed, that it is al- 
mod impallible to mifondeiAand it. would not any 
ftrious Foreigner who obferves the Behaviour of the 
Geocraliiy orPerfons of all Ages, Dsnominaiions, 
or Conditions, at Hoire and Abroad, bt lernpted to 
believe, tbi<i in Imitation of tlie Rinnan Caththtii, 
who have excluded the Second Commandment out of 
tbeic 
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f their Bnviaries and Mafs-Books, we had alfiigive.i 
this the Exclufion, end rejected it from amon^ft ihe 

f Number of thofe to whicli we ackoowledge out- 
felvei bound to pty Obedience. 

In cffiil, it wcic mach better that wc did io, and 
erafed ii quite out of all ovjr IVayer- Books, rather 
iKan let it Itsnd tiitre, a^d continue It in oar Corr- 
munion-Scriritc, not only to condemn our conftant 
Praftice, but to lempt us folem'ly to axi tfie /»/- 
mighly, by iayingi Lerd havs Miriy upon ui, inJ ■•:- 
(littieur Hearfj h itrf thii Laiv, when, at the fame 
Time, if wc ihinfc at alt, we know in oir own Hearts 
we do not intend to keep it : Nay, it is a great 
Chance, il', at ihe very fiiftanc of its Bckiial, and 
of our fo praying, or rjthcr, Teeming to prav, ma- 
ny of us arc not actually guilty of irao(g.'c^ig it, 
by gazing around, bowiiig, curtfytng, hamming 
about the Snuff-Box, or Tome fuch indecent Prac- 
! lice, whereby wc at once violate both (he Fourth 
and the Second Commandments. 

That this is but too common, every ore mufl he 
fcnliblc . and ihii it tfCKccedin;^ blameable, cifery 
one muft acknowledge ; bur, wbennoiorious, gi'ol^, 
and open Tranrgrelfioni of the fane Divine Law 
are conrtantly tolerated, in'PeopIc of all Bantt 
and Degrees, when even they, who arc in a prti- 
CuUr Manner bound by the Duly of ihcir Office, 
and by their facred Funflion, to he watchful rvcr 
the Obfer«oce of this Liw, not only wi.ik at ihe 
public Brcith thereof, in a'molt every Street anil 
Alley, but arc frequently guiiry of intrirg'ng it 
tbcmfelves, it is no Wonder fui,h Things, tnhich 
with moft Folks are fcaree reckoned Offepccr, 
ihould be conni'j-d it, and overlooked. However, 
before «c proceed to enumerate the viHous Wajj 
whereby this Commandmeni is broken, re fltill 
make Pome few ObfcrvarJoD', concerning tlie Wn"- 
dom, Mercy, inJ Condefceofion of the Almiktj^ 

I NlW^v 
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vrhich are all greatly, confpicuous id the loftitution 
thereof. 

It will not furely be denied, even by the moft 
gracelef , that were any one to beftow on us all 
Manner of good Things plentifullyy for the SuQe- 
nance and Enjoyment of Life, that Pcrfoo would 
judly be intitled, were it only in common Grati- 
tude, to fome fort of Retribution from us, ac- 
cording as it pleafed him to require; but if we 
not only held all we had of that Perfon*s mere 
Grace, but even our Life itfelf, which we had long 
forfeited unro him, and which he had ftiil not only 
a Right, but the Power to cxaft from us, when- 
ever it feemed him good, in cafe of Non-Compli- 
ance with his Will, would not this greatly inhance , 
the Obligationi and be a (^rong Inducement to us 
to be very careful in rendering him whatever Ac- 
knowledgment he might demand ? Surely it would ; 
op all thefe Accounts then, may GoJ julfly chal- 
lenge our Obedience to all his Infticutions. 

. Bur, had the Lor J, when he reprieved us from 
immediate Death, by virtue of the Authority he re- 
ferved to himfelf over us, enjoined us any thing 
t^at wbnld have been very dimcult for us to per- 
fpf^m, and which voidd have rendered Life un- 
comfortable ; though we could not have dif- 
putcd his Ri^hr, we might have mourned in fecrer, 
fktid thought nim a hard Mafter, and much more 
fo, had he required any Thing iropoflible. The 
Jfraelite$ deemed their Cafe very bad, when they 
were made to toil hard in Brick and Mortar, but 
it was infinitely worie,' when the Straw was 'with- 
held from (hem, and yet the fame Quanuty of. 
Bricks d^manded^ 

Had G0</ demanded aTHbute of Gol^ or Silver, 
only the Rich might have been h^^t to h.^ve paid . 
it ; had he exadcd, any laborious ;Task;fi oniy the 

• Stfbhg, 
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Strong would have been capabh of performing i^j^jS 
In the like Manner, hid he ei.jolied aught ilut «•!#■ 
qgircd Skill in Philofophy, or any of the abllruligiF 
Sciences, or ewcn in any Point of Mcchanifm, otil|(j 
the fevcral Ptrfoni convcrfant ihereia would lisjjT 
had it in ihcif Power to rcnd^-rObcdicncc thcrcto3 
Btft herein was the Divine Wifdom coofpici 
in challenging only aPortion of ourTime; which allQ 
Rich and Poor, Strong and Weak, Learned -,' 
Ignorant, Old and Young, arc alike capaWc ,,^ 
fetcing apart f tr hii Service : And Turely his Mce*j 
cy and Condefcenfion are equally vlGble, in cxafl"-| 
ing fo fni4ll a Piirt. 

When Jofi!'!' hadboughrall the Lands, and cv( 
<he Peifons of lhci'^^/'a"J, whofc Livej be 
before favcd by fupplyiog them with Corn 
tfieir Suflenance, undoubtedly chey thought ihi 
Celvci very kindly dealt wtih, when he rctkir . 
their Land to ihem again, referving only the fifi 
Part of the Increafe thereof for Pbaiath. But """ 
Almighty, who might juftly require all of us, i^ 
far from doing this, ihai he demandi only a, 
vcntb ; and yet fo unpraiefiil are the moft of 
that we grudge and deny him this ! However, ' i^ 
is not in this refpefl only that tlieWiiaom, Mcriij" 
and Condelccnfion, fhine forth lb evidently in f" 
Inftitiition of this Law ; no, at the fame Time li 
if was deligned by Prouidence, as an Acki 
ledgment ol our Submiflion lo his Wi'l, it 
likcwife intended by him as an Aft of KindnJ]. 
to ouffelve?, to our FeIlow-Creatnre<, and even to' 
our Cattle. Who can help being aftonifhed at liii* 
amoKing Condcfcenilon of [he Abp Bigh! 
eughl nc \o be confountJed when we reflet upoj 
the great Regard herein enpteffed to his poor Ci ' 
tnres, anil even to the Brate-Bcafts, and our o 
I/niDercifulnefs lo them, and to each other I 

In cffefl, ihc Almighty, who knew all of us be(^ 
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tcr than we do ourfclvei, and who forcfaw [h« 
whillt fome Pfople, through exeeffivc Covcioufnefsj 
andawoildlf Mind, would naiiher allow thetn- 
l<^lve^, their Familier, or th<ir Cattle, any Rel'iiice 
from ihcir Labour; others, through their eager Pur- 
luii ot Pieafurc, would be guilty of the Tame ; and 
that orhers again, through merr Pride, Wanton- 
ncO, aid Cruelty, though they might be willing 
to riot in Eafe and Plcr.ty themfelves, would hive 
no Piiy on the'r Servants, by tliit equal y wife 
and merciful Rertraint, provided a Day of Relax- 
ation and Refrefhmcnt tor all, even tcr the Brute- 
Ctea;ion; and lony srewc, that fu little Regard ij 
at picl'ent Ihewn to ihii benevolent Btid beneticciiC 
li:icntioii of our gteal Lawgiver ! 

No one, however, can pretend to plead Igne- 
raorc ot hii Duty in thi^ rcfped; and, con(e- 
qijciitly, no one c.in eupcCt to go unpunifhed for 
the Vi' I tloi and NecKft thereof: This is but s 
very mcUncholy CotiJideration to any fcrioii) Per- 
ion, v-heu he obfervcs the great Dcpraviiy of the 
(icncraliiy of Murhind in thit particular. Id 
ftorr, who that reHefli, that one of the Childrcti 
of Jj.ail w3i Honed I o Death, by the ofprtfiCotn- 
manil ot GoJ himfcif, for only gathering a few 
S'irkt on the Sabbath, a Thii g hardly any of tii 
fllouKloow truplc en that Day, can help rfiudder- 
inp, tor Fesr of thofe heavy Judgments we have 
all ihe RealoD in the World to believe impending 
over ii<, for our notorious, and opn Piofdnatioaa 
cf that holy Day ! 

Can wc move a Step on thai ro'cmn,Fefti»a1, 
tboiigb ii be no farther than to Church, without 
bcir:(^ P.jc-W:tneflcs thereto ? Can we pats by an 
h'e hi.ii'r, ColJee houfe, Chocolats-houfe, or Ta- 
Vecn, iiuhoui 'ecing Company [herein? And ii 
rot l\\'i an open Breach of ibis Commaodinciit t 
Arc ihtre coi L»wi iu Force to puiiilh it ! Or 
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vill no one. whofe Bufincfi it is, take Care to put 
ihem in Execution 1 Again, can we go the Len| 
of a Street withoa; meeting with Vcnderi of Fn 
Nofegiy*, tf< And are not all ihcfe Violalioni 
the fame Divine Law i And does any one 
gard it f Nay. though all Churcli-Wardfiii, »l 
(worn into their Office, bind liiemfelvet by Oj 
10 put the Laws in Execution a>ainft fuch Offeo- 
derf, are there anf of them will take that Troul ' 
And if any one fhould be fo confcienrioui, wc 
he not be looked upon by all his NcighbouTs aa 
very bufy, turbulent Fellow! It is well know 
this is generally the Cafe; fo lar are we degeni 
raed, and to fuch a Hciglit oF Liceniiourners 
arc we grown, that a Man dinnot honeflly perform 
■he Duties of his ORice, without drawing upon 
himfclf the Id will aiid Clamouri o( the greater* 
Part of the Pariili. 

One would think, iowever, that thoagh ccherti 
overlooked fuch Grievance;, no Clergyman wojldl 
be gui ly of fuch a criminal Connivance, or wouM f 
quietly psfs b/ fuch an o^en ConiravenHon ol the 
Lauvs both Divine and Human [ and ytt, forry we 
arc to fay ir, la lukewjrm are ihcy slfo beccme 
in the Caulc of their Mafter, (or (he Susipori of 
whftfe Honour and Worfhip ihcy are fo amply 
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whftle Honour and Worlhip ihcy are lo amply ^ 
pii1, and fo hindfomely tnainiaincH, that of thein^H 
It may truly be faid, /ity hanjt Eyes aid fct mt, b«^| 
it miy tikewiTe in fomc other Cale , wiih regard c»^H 
^^^J^iolationt of the Third Com mtudmcDt, Zen ^s#^H 
^^^■fep, and hear Bol. ^^ 

^^^PKor are thefc Enormiiiei confined to this Etc>t^H 
^^^Ity alone, if we Rep into the Field-- it is yet^| 
r' Worfe i there the Lird'i Day, which we hnve fub-.^| 
(titut-d in lien of the ancient Sabbiih, ihoiigti ^| 
wttSout any fufii.ient Warrant, either from Scrip- ^ 
ttire, ftr the Primitive Chatch.>.\'.\ \'^t'X\.w-t 'S. 
C^JItrntim, for fo doing, u ^qW Uoto'^''^^^''^' 
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verenced as It oughr, that it is publickly looked 
upon, and provided tor, as their main Harveft : 
And as for our Country Tovrns, and the Places ad- 
jicenr/ fo contagious are bad Exatnfles, that the 
Ca'c is pretty much the fame there. •' ' 

In fhprt, were we to look through a)l Ranlrs 
-aiKl' Dffgrees of PeojJe, how fhould we find moft 
ot them employed ? It \% much to he feared, very 
few of -them ai they oughtr What with Hidi-Park^ 
Ktrfingion Gardens y AHembkes, and private Card- 
playing for the bcrtcr Sort, faifly lb called ; what 
w.th Jduncs into the- Country in Chaife^, Landaus, 
and on Horfeback for the middling Gentry, aod 
mo(^ fubftantial Tradefrren ; what wi-h walking 
into I be Fields ro Cake houfc.^^or tippling at 7;a- . 
vcrns and Alehoufes for the inferior Sort ; and 
what vkith Dtunkennefs in Gin fhops among tho 
Kefofe of I he People; the M(9fe Kingdom may be 
fatd to be in a kind cf Copiederacy for the utter 
JDifrt-gard of this Command. Even in their mod 
tender Vears, our very Children are faffered open* 
)y to break it with Impunity i fo that one cannot 
go into any of our Piaces cf public Refort^fuch a« 
Mwtrfiddi^ St. Georgi'i Fields, and moft of our 
Square^, without finding them in large Companies, 
playing at Oickeii Ctuckt or fomc fucb other Di- 
verlions. What the End of thefe Things may be, 
or how long ihcjilmighty may, in Mercy, wink at 
S'uch enormous Wickcdnefs, we cannot fay, but we 
cannot he'p thinking the Profpc^ very gloomy at 
prcfcnt, and have no great Hopes of its mendirg, 
unlefs we could fee a fpcedy Reformation amongft 
us, which is not to be expe^ed till our Superiors 
lead the Way, and flicw us a better Example. We 
have faid n r.hing of the many Hackney Coaches - 
and Chairs that ply in our Streets on that Dav, be- 
cmit the Government have thought fit to p^ffKAtt 
them, though we could wiih there were raster 
, Cooformiry bcrwccn the Divine asvd H>3kCi^tkiiii*"'i V 
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butf granting what «^ will not difpuce at this 
T&iaie^that there vas a I^ecefficy for this Toleration » 
c^D the fame be urged io behalf of thofe prodigious 
Njiimbers of Horfes ^nd Cbaifes, that are publickly 
let out every Week, on that folemn Feftlval, to the 
great Scandal of (erioas Chriftians ? h it not noto- 
rious» that, fo general is the CuBom of riding out 
on Sundays^ amoogft all who can any ways raife 
Money enough, even tQ 'Prentice Boys, that it would 
be a difficult Matter for any one who had not be- 
fpoke it beforehand, to get a HprCeonthat Day, 
though it were in Cafe of Life and Death, which, 
Lamenefs excepted, Is aimoft the only one^ in our 
■ Of inion, that will ju{^ify the Ufe of them at chat 
Time. But it is no Wonder the Laity are guilty of 
thefe Things, when too many of the richer dergy 
themfelves in fome meafure fet the Example ; ma- 
king no Scruple of jaunting about In theif Coaches, 
on that Fe(li\ral, without any abfolute Neceflity,' 
and being thereby guilty of a double Violation of 
this Law, in the Perfoss of their Servants, and in 
their Cattle. 

1 P*j^^* lac Opprohria tmhis^ 

Ei diet potuije^ tf mn potuife fi/ttti. 

One would be apt to think, by this fo general 
Agreement of, all Sorts and Conditions of People, 
of all Ages and Sexes, to throw off all Obedience 
to this Command, that we had embraced fome of 
the Tenets of the Rc2ftan CatbelUks^ who openly 
tolerate all Sports, even to Srage- playing on tbij 
Day ; and that, though we were not willing at 
once to proceed to this Degree of Licentioufnefs, 
we believed the Profanation of the Sabbath to be 
at moft only a venial Sin. 

But if there are any Perfons who endeavour 
fooliflily t9 pirfwade themfi^lves into Cm^ 'a^ ^'^^^ 
Belief, they would do vi^W \^ x^^>Jcv^^n^ 
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t(ic»,lifsct thore great Wumber* of Malrfadori. 
WHO luffcr nntiTriely and ignominiooi Dche^s a!- 
nioR cvcfy Month at Tyburn^ Kraningten. or iome 
otlier f !•<■« adjacent to this ovcrg-own Metropo- 
lis. They will the-e find their Heraifineli in rot 
l.ecpirg holy the Lerd's Pey, waj die direft Id1« 
10 all thcifc other Vices which brought them to 
that Qunitful End ; and that having onCc given 
Way fo far to the Tempter, as to mik«/rec wlih 
that Diy, they wereeifi y and foon irduccdloTUD 
ri.to jli Manner of oihtr Exceiki, 

Neirher is this a' all flrstiga t on the con- 
fary, it would he »ery (urptiimg i! it were not 
(o, the ot« being no more than the natural Coiifc- 
(jucnce of the other ; ftir, ai ic is well known, 
and allowed by all, that Ei:,l OmmujiUatiiK corrupt 
GW Mdnirtrs^ aid a. it is tmiOiTible ihey »ho ate 
Biiilty ol this Sin, fhould meet nitii any other, it'i» 
l:kewilc impolTible they ihould nor be cornipicd ; 
and rufliing on, without Remorrc, from one Excefs 
10 anoihcr, how fliould they avoid having the Gil- 
loni for tbeir Portion i But perhaps it may be ur- 
|:ed fo aniwtr 10 thii, that ihe Nobiltty and Gentry 
tf the firft Rank, arc ai much guilty of this Sin, 
ai their Inferiors, and even more ; and that ne- 
vcrihelef) tlicy do not come 10 fucli untimely Rnd.', 
neither, ron'equently] it i( an Inlet Kttb them to 
all oihcc Victs- 

ShouM we grant this, which we are very tir 
from doing, tiie Keply viould be eafy ; the gieat 
IJilpariiy of their Circum dances fecures ihetn from 
thole Dangers and Temptations to which the iti- 
fcrior Sort arc liable, and whofe natural Tendency 
ii to the Gallows : And the Reafon of ibis is ob- 
vious 1 the three Vices to which Sabbaih-Qrcakire 
lays a Man open, arc Drunktnnt/i, Lii^dn-fs. ai.3 
0,jmi«g ; and thefe Vires again, where there is not 
s fund J'uffi(.ictii (o fuppori them, naiiuall]' \t\^ 
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to Robbery or Murder, or perhips both, jn d tbo 
End ihcraol every ooc kno«i ii ilic Triple- rr,:c- 

Now a Man, wliofc EAate will enable him to 
fvipport all t'ncfc Eiitrsvagancie*, hat no Temj^M- 
tlon to proceed any far[licr ; and Lonlcquentl) tho* 
he may be botb a nolorious Drunkjrd, WrioiC- 
monger, and Gamtfter, as he neither tikes a Purft, 
breaks open a Hoj'e, nor cms b Throat, he is to < 
no Danger of ihe Gaitov., the Law not hiving' 
made any of the ot'ier Viccscapital : Befides, tbn ' 
a Pcrion who hai it in his Power ro indulge a'l 
his PafTions, whenever he pleafcs, without any Re- 
ftraint (we mean outward Rcftrainl] i> not lialf (^ 
firongly tempted thereto, as another, who ha> not 
th; Meant of To doing t it being well known, 
ihit we alvay* covcc nioft, whjt is moft fi>r> 
b.ddcti. 

But, as Wa5laidbef'>re,wc are very far from grin. 
ting, thii this Vice is <ioc at moch an Inlet lo all 
other Vicct in the Generality of (hem, as in ihe 
meaner Sort of People ; [hough we will readily 
owo it doe> not hri >g fo ma IV of them to ati ua- 
timely End, and thai tor this vifible Bealon; 
^ec■u^:, either by the Means ot Corruption, or 
Intereit, they find i Way to evade the Laws On 
the CO trary. a; the natur;l Tend-ncy of Druahw^ 
ntft, htvidaifi, and Gfnimg, is to bri g People ir^o ■ 
S.r^it* and liiConTeni.nce* ; and as it is as nj ..r^I 
ior PcrdoDf To reduced, to have recourfe to almoft 
any Shitt* to fopply themfeives, there it greji Reg- 
ion to believe, though they may not take a I'urle^ 
or break a Haufc, which, beGdes the Da-iger, might ' 
not anfwer their Demands, they may both rti snd 
meT-./..- by Wholefale, only witb:M the Co/c-i of 
the Law, or at leaH, 'n fucha Manner, ai it ma^ 
be impoiTiblc to dered. _ Kor Enample, every one, 
iei tii< Rank be what it wit), who accents ol jt 
Pcnlion, or aPUce, knowingly u besiiiy i^e trup 
I J ■ -^ 



"I.ncfefl of his Country, is guifty, !n that very In- 
lUhce, both of Robbery and Murdflf; and that 
in a more heinous Degree, than any Highwayman 
'or Houl^breaker ; and if he does not come to the 
"ifinni End, but efcapes Death> it may be ib far from 
proving a Mercy to him, that it may be the hea- 
yiefl: of Ju(jgmenrs ; inafmuch as the one might 
roiife liim to Repentance, and caufe him to finct 
Mercy -, whereas the ether might probably lull him , 
into a Lethargy, from whence he might never re- 
cover, 'till the eternal Flames awaked him. Ha- 
Nii^gthus fufHciently ihewn, of how great Evils, 
tfe VJilition of this Command, whereof the Ge- 
)tith\ky'6f' Mankind make fo light, is commonly 
^i^id naturally prodaftive ; we fkali next proceed 
,t^*giVc fOme few Examples of the dreadful J'ldg- 
irtehfs gcneriilly attei>ding thole who arc guilty of 
dewing an open Difregard thereto. 

A certain Parmer, whofe avarifious and world- 
•Jj -minded Temper, induced him to grudge every 
Moi'nent that was not fpent4pi the Advancement of 
Ills own temporal Intereft, and who thought the 
* fevcn thwart of hrs Time too coofiderable a Tribute 
rd' be paid to his great Creditor, notwithftanding. 
he Was indebted ro him for every Moment of hi» 
tife, having calt off all Fear and Shame, refblved, 
one Load's Day to plough up 0T>e of his Field?. 
Accordingly he goesthcre, and begins to c!can and 
fharpm his Plough fhare, which was foiil. in order 
to its barter turning up the Ground : But obferve 
the End of all ihiydercftable Induiffry ? The Iron 
^hich he made ufeof forihatPurpofey ftuck fo fafb 
to his Hand, that for two Years he could not be de- 
livered i'rom it, but was fvirccd to carry it about 
Vvich hiiTi' continually for that Term,.as a perpetual 
!lcmem1)rarcc of his Sin, to his exceeding great 
Pain t<nd Mortificjtion. How equally conrpicuous- 
Vc.c ti^e Divine Wildom, Juftice, and Mercy, in 
ll.is lb iuicable, and yet ib mild a Pimiihment of 
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ihij audacious Offender t He had grudged the 
Almighty ihe'bare Teventh Part ot his Time ; and 
behold, he U imnicdiately rendered incapable of 
employing any Part thereof, either (o tlic Advan- 
lage of hirafeif oroiheisF Might he not plainly 
rc»d bii GLii;tinhisChaftiremem? Wilt iboa mt 
fil eparl a Day for m Stfviit, faith the Lord ? 
'Theujbait nut ba-ve it in ih Pan^'tr tjsji Pay la fsi-'ve 
e»j M< t>^t mc, not iwn ihyjdf. This wa., as plainly 
ihc Language of this Judgment, as if God nad ac- 
inally declared as much to him audibly from Hea- 
ven, in effe^, it is very obfervsble, though he 
could not do any thing el/c, he was not thereby 
hindered from praying, or meditating, or reading 
the Word ; and ii is highly probible, by the Mi- 
tigation of hit PuniJbroent at the End of Two 
iTf, that he made a proper Ufe of this Watn- 
i by a rerioos and heaiiy Repentance ; and con-; 
pently, as was fuid before, that this ViGlacioit 
■y wife, jull, and merciful. 

Another Wrctcb of the fame grce.ly and pro- 
phanc Sump, not caring lt» iruft ioiirely to Provi- 
dence, which had blcfled him with a plcntitul 
Hatvel), with the Prelervation of that Corn (or , 
one Night, nhicb he owed iniirely to the Divine * 
Bounty and Goodner;, whally lega'-dLfA ofhii grest 
Cieator and Beocf^or, caufed il all to be ren-.oired 
out of ibe Fields, on the Lord'a YH^, into his Barn^ 
aiinio a Place of greater Safety. But, as itis iru. 
]y faid, that is ivfil ktft ivhuh Gei ktefi, fo ir may | 
be afSrmed, with eqtiil Certainty, that mtlbing ii 
funrt, liihUb is ml under bii Prottclian i and accor- 
dingly fo it happened upoa ihi^ Occafion : For not 
Only the Corn iifeif which hart bccti gathered in , 
uith fu much miArullfal Care,.hui the Barn where-, 
in it was lodged, and all the other Grain rhjt bhj 
ii ic, wsre caafumedfoDn after, byjfire from Hea- 
«:n, Tliiw lojghl this Man again read his Sin in 
b(i f uDLfbmeot ! 
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And of a fimilar Narure is the following Inftancc 
of a Nob'emaD, who, thoogh Maftcr of his own 
Timci and confcquently at Liberty to fet apart 
what Po*^tioQ thereof he thought fit for his Plea* 
fdrcs, ufed conftantly, and out of meer Perveiie- 
ncfs, and as it were, in downright Con tempt of 
\h^ Jimigbti^y to allot every Sunday for the,0»\. 
verfion of Hunting, fiut too foon did (hat<3!iy4 #F 
v^hom he ftood fo Hrtle in Awe, make thishaugjity -. 
Offender fcnfible of his great and dreadlul Power^ " 
and that in a moft fhocking and mortifying • Man* 
ner As he had fo openly preferred attending, oo 
his Dogs, to an Attendance on Divine Service^ 
his Lady was delivered of a Child which had a 
Dog^ Head ; tfaAC he might have one of his own 
getting; whereoD' to beitow his Care and AtteD* 
rtance. How mtift bis Pride and towering Spirit 
be hunbled, by fo oncommoQ aad. heart brcaklDg 
a Viiication; : ■ . ■• 

But in thefe foregoing Inftances, as fhocbtng afed 
fevere as tha Jadgn^eoti inflided upon the feverai 
TranrgrefTors may Teem to fbme Perfbnii'wbo may 
have long accuf^omed themfelves to tUnk' lightly 
of the Breach of the Sabbath, it is very certain 
there was a great Intermixtuie of Mercy thcrei*, 
as they had all Leifure avowed them for Repen* 
tance^ whereby they might turn their Punifliment 
to a Blefli'^g ; and it it faighly probable fome «f 
them, the tirftat1<^j(l^ aa Was before obierved. ac^ 
toally did To ; whereas iTi thele Bxamples that fol- 
low, this Sin being heightened and aggravated by ' 
ether additional Crimes, pf a heinous Na*.ure,the 
Chaftifement of the Offenders is alfo proj>0) tionablc 
therero, ihcy being inftant'y cut off, in the very 
Coromiflion of their Wic^i^cdiiefs. 

• A certain Woman was fo earihly«>minded, and 
intent upon the Things o*thi^ Life^thatihe would 
neither fpare T.me herfcii for the Service of Hea^ 
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ven, norfuftcr any of her Pa^mly to do fo ; but on 
the contrary, making no Diffsreiice between the 
Lurifj Day aod any other, uCeA conftantly la f^end 
it in Tome worldly Bullncis, and would not be dif* 
fwadcd therefrom by any friendljr Admonition* or 
Remonftrancea of her Neighbours. As ftc wm 
thus employed theri^fore, according toCuftoi 
Lord*3 bjy above the reft, foine Flax which fhe 
wat dryin|> and preparing for Ufe, fecmcd to lalcei 
Fire, and to fljme, but it went out again, without 
doing ui| Hu;t. 

Thii roercifulWarning, however, was loll up^t) [ 
this pofltgaicWrcrch, for ih^tvey Dayf-nnighr I 
Die his rec oil rfi: again to the dive wicked Practice ;, 
whereupon ihe Fbx adually took ('"'ire indeed, b^ 
was exiinguifhed wiihout muTh Difficulty. 
again was a fecnnd and me: ci (il Warning ; 
happy it had been for ihii impioac and oblltnarc I 
Wretch, had fhe been wife enough to have 
. it, and delifted for the futurt, (nitn her abominable | 
CourTcs! But, being quite hardened ia Sin, 
fully bent on filling up the MtaCure of hcT Ini- 
ouitiei, Ihe ret urncda gain audacioufly to the fame J 
liaroeful Trade, as if in defiance of the ^J/w^igi, 1 
on the ihiid Z.W; Day i rn.t fbon k fhe made <iea||i I 
]y (o 1 epeni it. For, behold I thr Flax ag^iin [akes^ 
Fire, and flamo out with fuch Violence, ih >t trl 
could not be cxiinguifhed by any Endeavours, lUI ■ 
it had burnt her and two of her Children fo terrUil#l 
that all three died the n»i Day. "^ 

And one Thing was above meafore affonifhing 1 
in this Juilgment ; namely, rhji a young Infant, 
which was in a Cradle, in ihemidfl of the t'lamei| I 
KM taken out unhurt ; from whence it rniy be pre- J 
fumed the two Children who perifhed with their I 
Moiher,*crc of fufficient Age to ha»e knoivn but- 
ler, and had joined without Helodance in this ^^in. 
hut however ihat be, tbo' ibey hadnot coirplied 
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without the utmoft Regret, and even upon the rooff 

Sofitive Command oF their Parent, that would not 
ave hindered their Compliance froai being (iniuli 
though it might greatly extenuate their Guiir, iince 
we are only to pay Obedience to the Will of our 
earthly Parents, at their Injunctions do not clalh 
with, end rnn counter to thofc of one .heavenly 
Father. >" 

The next Tn&ance we fhall give of the dreadful 
Confequence of being addided to thi< Sin^ is of a 
fimilar Nature, though, in feme refpeAjt, we rather 
think it more terrible ; and this is of a profligate 
Vintnc.**, who was not content wich being himfelf 
§aiity of blafphemihgy fwearingi drinking, and 
pi^phaning the Lord's 6«y,unlef8 he inticed or pro- 
voked others to partake likewife with him in the 
lame wicked Excefies. Accordingly, his Prafi:ice 
on Sundays ufed to be to ftand at his Door with a 
Pot in his Hand, to invite and call in Cuftomers; 
£ut he followed this Trade once coo often ; for as 
he was thns employed one Lord*s Day, a i^iolenC 
-Whirlwind arifiog on a iudden, carried him up in- 
to the iAir, in the Sight of many People, ai^ he 
was never feen or heard of more. Let all thofe 
•f- the fame Trade, who are guilty of the like 
wicked Conrfes, if any fuch there be, take Warn^ 
ing by his fad F^te^ left they come to the fame mi* 
finable and nniimely End. 

The lad Example we (hall produce of the fiital 
Efiedls of this Crime, is of the like Nature, but yet 
more dreadful and fhocking than either of the forc*- 
going ; and this is, of three prophanc Wretches ia 
S'witTcii land^ who could find no better Way of Em- 
ploy mcnr, than to play at Dice on the Lord's Day, 
Ic is no great Wonder, wbiift Perfons are tlios em- 
pic^ ed, and eipcctaliv on fuch a Day, that rhe De- 
vil (hoiild ii -.d the iVIe^ns to intice them on from 
fine 61a to another J accordingly 1 fo it ba^peoed io 
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this IhftancCi one of thcfc unhappy Wretches, ha- 
ving loft greai Parr of his Money, and having ftakcd 
the Remainder iipon one peremptory Caft, accom* 
panted it with thii blafphemous Dieclaration : ^ 
Fortune decewes mi now, I ivil/ thrufi my Daggir /«/# 
t6e very Bo^ ofGod^ as far as I can ; an Exjpreffioa 
io monflriHitand drradful> it would make tnemoft 
hardetial Infidel tremble. 

It was no Wonder after thi«^, that he flioald lo(e 
tjiat Caft, (ince both Heaven and Hell were thcrt 
jointly concerned to render vl unfuccefsfu] } the for* 
nier, that the Proof of his diabolical Threats might 
be feen, and the larrer, that it might thereby be^* 
Cime aflured of the Soul of this incarnate Fiend. 
The Dice then cont'nued to r^in counter to this 
Blafphcmer, and he loft his la|l Stake j Whereupon 
with more th n diaboiical Kage, Sj>ire, Malice, 
Obftinacy, and Audacioafliefs^ ho drew his Dag- 
ter, and hurled it up againft Heaven with all \i\i 
Force. Would one oelieve it pofliblc for any one, 
whilft cafed in a Body of FIcfh and Blood, to 
proceed to fach an unheard-of Kxcefi of Wicked- 
nefs ! 

The Attempt of the Devil himfeK, whilft yet 
an Angel in Heaven, to rebel againft Goe^, hardly 
feems a Sin of fo- deep a Dye i ar leaft it feems 
kfs audacious, and more eafitf to be accounted for. 
He knew his own great Strengthi and uncommon 
Beauty, with Abundance of other valuable Qusli* 
ficarions, wherein he exceeded all the reft ol the 
heavenly Choir, and was only farpaflcd by God 
himfe-f ; but he knew not the Excenc of his great 
Crc.tor's Power, having till then never <cen ar^y In* 
ftance.s thereof, bui in the Exertion of it in Adtt of 
Mt^rcy, Magn'ficcnce, and Wifdom Wilcry was 
a State, whercol he could not poflibiy have any 
Notion, having never fcen any Fljsccdt^v xVv^x'c^s. 
and bciwe hira&lf. w'vXVi Vi\* Kc^QTCN^Vv;a\^ 'Ct.^ ^^^ 
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er font to experience i[ ; thus far, tlicretore, tho' 
lie wii undoubtedly mnrc ungratdul, he was mo 
weufabk, thai 'he G'sni-like Sinner before i 
who, though 3 meer Worm, prefumcii thus to defy 
aad atrack his Maker. "^ 

. He did not, however,cri;ape aoadequatePuoifh- 
mcnt, and that ifflTnediately \ and inilKd how 
(hould he \ The Honour of the ^/n/igi/^^bcirg con- 
ccrned in ijking cxerpplary Veigeancc of fuch an 
Offender. Accordingly he did fo, and chit in fuch 
a Muioer, as might be fiifficient to deter every one, 
not alt^ether pall Grace^ from ever becoming 
guilty ofthe like. In (hort, ihe Dagger thus darted 
again (I Heaven, lanilhcdoui of Sight, and Tome 
Drops of Blood fell upon the Tabic bcrvre him and 
his Broiher-Gim^crs ; immediatefy af::t which, 
the Devil himfcif came, and cjrr\et1 <wjy this Gi- 
ant ill Iniquity, with fuih a Noire,as (truck a Ter- 
ror and AlionilhtDeiii iato the whole Coumrf 
around. 

His two wicked Companionj, diftrafied with 
Fear, a^ well they mighi, at (uch a dreadful Jurfg- 
inent, ufcd their uimof) Endeavoun to wipe off ihe 
Drops of Blood, thit had ^lien upon the Table, 
but all in i-ain, for the more ihcy mtibed. rhe more 
Tilibly It appe.ired. In the mean while, the Ncwj 
oi this terrible Tranbdion being fpread abroad. 
Multitudes (loflied to the Plice, where lindirg 
the two remdiniog Gimefters employed, a> was be- 
tore obferved. in wafliitigoiitiheBiooLi.rb"^ imme- 
diately bound them iD('hair)s,and conduced ihctn 
towards the Pfbn. In their Way thiti^ci, how- 
«ver, one of t em wa* Hiurk dead, and Licej 
Worms, and other Vernjin rrawlcil out of him 1 
whereupon, the ?eL.^ile bc>ng lerritied 10 the lall 
Degree at this fdriher Infla jceofihe Dii;inc lodig- 
nation, aid being »iii;ng to areri the lani: from 
ihcB- 
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' themrdves, put ihe third lo D.ath, without snjr 
fiirlher Tryal. 

Thm were there three impious Wretches made 
TCmarkable anrf exemplary Monuments of c he Ir- 
vine Vengeance ; ihe fi'ft, for hi\ more than hcli- 
ifh Audacioulncr:; and Bliif|ihcmy, and rhe two 
others, tor daring ii> coniinuc one Momeai in the 
Comfany of Tucti a MonRer, after his having uc- 
(crrcd foch a Speech, as ought to have marfe ihem 
avoid the Place, aa they would have done the 
Flagde. In cffefl: it ii obfervable, fo far wert they 
hardened in t^iiquicjr, that all [hey were anxictus 
abour, wai to wafh gut the Blood, left it Ihould 
remain as a Tcliimonial of their Wjckednefs j as, 
ihcreforf, ihey were more caretal of their own Cre- 
dit, than ofattoning for their heinous OfTcace, aniL ' 
apneafing ihc Divine Anger by ■ hearty Coniriiion^ 
and taking Shame to ihemfclves, the Jufliceof Hca}) 
ven, which had mercifally fparcd them at firft, 
leaving them room for Repentance, overtook them 
■rcerwaidi, and made ihem likewife memorable 
Enmples of its Vengeance, not faffering them fb 
much as to ftir from the Place (From which they 
ought oihcrwife to have fled with the iitmofl Pre- 
cipitation) till they were apprehended, and put lo 
that open Shame they fo greatly dreaded, and had' 
flrove fo folIicitDufly to avoid, by their vain En- 
dea*ou;f to wa(h out the Blood. Thus we have 
fet, in a fliong Light, the fatal Confcquencci of*' 
breaking the Fourth Commandment, pafs we on 
now to the Fifth, which is alio called ihe Firft 
Commandment of the Second Table, whole Tenor 
is OS followctli : 
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. Of the good and bad Confequences of the 
^ Ohf&rvmic^^ or NorhObfervMce of $be 
Fifth Commandmenti 

HOhout tlf Fafher^ and thy Mother^ thai ify Days 
may he hng in ibe Land ivbich tbi lird thy 
Godgi'vttb thii. 

: Tliis is generally faid to be the only Command « 
n>9i)t.wi(hj|Promire, though we cannot help think- 
ing tbii a MilUke, fince there is a Bleffiog promifed 
m general at the j£nd of the Second Commandment 
Jo all tbofc who love God, and are obedient to his 
Laws. It is however certain* that as Solomon tells 
us of Wifdom^ Lengib of Days is in her right Hand^ 
and in btr left Hand Riches and Honour^ fo alfo is 
the Bieffing of long Life peculiarly annexed to 
Obedience to this Precept; notwiih(landing whic|)| 
ve much fear there is not fo great a Regard paid 
thereto as might be wifhed. though Longevity Is 
• what mofi People covet. But it is tic fuch Perfons 
jM make flight thereof, fhould be told, that as:, on 
one hand, long Life is promifed to. Obedience, h» 
oa the other, is the contrary implied, under that 
▼«r7'Promi(c^ in cafe of Oifobedience : And Sob- 
. mm likewlfe aflures us, the Eye that snocketb a$ bis 
Father^ emddefyi/etbtoobeybii Udother^ the Ravens vf 
the Valby JbeUl fed it out^ and the young Eagles JhM 
tat it. 

In effedl, it would be well if all undutiful Chil- 
dren would beep this Menace conftantly in their 
'Minds i iiiicef onlefs we are greatly mihnformed, 
/r f»«i d^tuil/jr accompliflied fomc Yc3Lt^ agp in a 
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literal Senfe, upon one of our own Nation ; whofe 
Eyes were really pecked out by Raven's^ in return 
for his grofs Dilbbedkncc to his Parents^ a.s the 
poor Wretch himfelt' would conlUntly own, when- 
ever be was asked concerning fo remarkable a 
Judgment: Nay, he went fa'ther ftill, and opeo* 
ly took^hame to himfelf, by hanging out the Sign of 
the Ravens in the Valley, as a public Conleffion of 
bis Guilt, and Sorrow for his Fault; which Sign is 
yet to be feen, the Houfe, being at a Place of gre^t 
Refort, a little Way out of Town, and veil 
known by that Name to this Day, as it probably 
vill to the World*! End. 

But a% in order to oar paying a right Obedience 
to any Law, it is abfolutely neceflary we fhould hie 
well informed of its Extenr, left, through Igno- 
rancc, chilli we obey it in ibme refpe&s', we ffkouM 
tranfgiefs it in others, it is proper everyone fhould 
be apprized, that, by the Words father and Mothet 
not only our natural Parents, from whom^ under 
God, we derive our Being, but our poiiiical Pa« 
rents, as the King, or Queco, with a!) in Autho* 
rity under them, as alfo our Ecclefiaflical Pdrcntfl, 
under which Head arc comprehci • cd not only the 
Minifiers of our relp'^dtive Pdr.fr.us, but all the 
Clergy in gcneial,whom vc are t > ri;/crcns:c, (how- 
ever fome of them m3y dcrc^a:e from their facrcd 
Character,} on ucccunt of chcii Pun^ion. 

Undef the fatnellead likewife is comprized, the 
Duty of Scholars to their Matters and Tutors, of 
Apprendcrt and Servants to their Matters and MI* 
(IrefTei, of young Folks to Perfons in Years, and, 
in fhorr, of all Inferiors to their Superiors in Learn- 
ing, Rank, or Eihte. We have thus fhcwn, in 
fome meafure, in how great a Latitude the Words 
father and Mother are to be undei flood in this 
Commandment, let us next confider ^.Vifc Wqr^ 
Hwo^r, f^hicli is not kis coicvpt«\\«S«^* 7^^^ 



..% 






&//iif Breach, er Obfcrvance, 

hereby required of ui, in our feveral 
Kiations, is noc ibiit mere formal and exceinal Ri 
garri, for which, we fear, ji is too gt 
ken by moft People, but ancITeniial ai 
Reverence, pmcccding from an innaie Printipl* . 
I/iveand Graiitkide, continually bfluendng ni in 
>1I our Anions, and at all Timet and Sejloni. 

It is not, for InAance, ihat Obedience (hewn by 
Children to the Commaniisofiheir Parents, or of 
Subjcdi to their Sovereigns, or of Apprentices of 
Servants lo their Mafteri and Miftrelles, which ari- 
ses only from a (crvile Peir, cither o/ corporal Pu- 
nifhment, or of being deprived of fomc Temporal 
Adviiiiiage incalcof Difobedicnce, but it isavoitin- 
(ary SubiiiiSion to all their In jmi£tion<', hovcer 
difagreealilc to u> otherwife, merely bccaurc kc 
ktiow it to be their Will ; it is fucb a Compliance 
with tbdr Pleafuir, as we would Qot evade if we 
. ^coutd, though we might find Meant to do it with- 
' out Fear o( I'un.niment, Anger, or Lofs, nay even 
ftilhoul tbeii Koovlcdge. 

nySnng and Daughteri will regard theii 
^^^ems HhiiS ihey are oi.der their Eye, or are af 
^Pjheir Mifdteds may come to their Knowledge, 
■*^flic Moment they arc cfcaped (rom thence, and 
have aa Infpeftor over ihem, nil laugh at ibe oM 
Folks, and give a Loofe to their Inclinations. Ma- 
ny Subjedts will obey their Sovereign outwardly, 
and not break thcI^K openly j but if they can 
find a Loop hole ihereiii, aid offend in Security, 
and H ithin the Letter there I, aj by Smugsline.tS''. 
will make no Scruple thereof. la the like Mai ncr 
Scholars, A pprcnlices, andScrvants, will obey rhelr 
Tuiors and Mailers, jafl as far as they arc appre-' 
henfivc ot fome Inconvenience from not doing (b, 
but will negledard make Sport thereof, if they can 
doit nitbout its being knoKfi, the Moment thdF 
Backs are turned. Biit this ii not obeying the Fifth 
Com- 
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CommBodineDr, far from ii : A Dog, or a Horf% 
will pay as much Regard as this, nay, fomcwhit 
more i for from each of thcic Creatures may wc 
learn LclToni of OlMJtcncr, and Fidelity; nay, 
fomc of thole gcncrou« Animafs have fo far fign»- 
Itzed themfeWes for thole two Virtues, and have 
fet Mankind fuch inft'iifliire LclTons rhac It would 
be well it many, who clI thcmfelvei Cbrifiiam, 
would Qo^y afier ihem [herein. 

To inftance only one or two of each of them : 
What coitd TurpaK the Tenderncrs and Fidelity of 
that gallant Couifcr, who, having hrouglLt the 
Prince hit Mailer fate from the Fi^ld of Battle, and 
from the Purfuit of a viAerioui Enemj-, dropt 
down quite fpcnt with the Fatigue, (be Moinent he 
dirmounicd, fceming to expire well pleafed [hat he 
had given his own Life, for (he Prelerraiion at hii 
Prtately Burthen? Might tioi many a nominal , 
Chriftiai learn a ofcful LcfTon from the Behaviour 
ofihis v^lnable Beall? And did he not well de- >! 
feri-e the Statue erctted to his Honour J Agiin. 
whji could exceed the AfTefb'on and Faiihfilnefi 
of that generou'; HounH, who could never be pre- 
vailed on loHitfrom theGraveof hUdeceafed Ma- 
(tcr, btit retufing all Food and Siiltcnance, conti- 
nued mourning over his Remains, (ill he pined 
away, and died wiih mcer Hunger. And nume- 
rous are the Examples of Dogs, who have been in- 
Itruinenial, in reveDging the Death of their Ma- 
fiera u^jon their Murderers \ thereby figrializing 
their Gratitude and Fidelity to iheoi in ihc tnoft 
leiBarkahle Manner. 

Since, therefore, even Brute Beafts have given 
fuch (hining Proofs of their honouring ihtir Ma- 
flers til fo great » Dcgec, we may be well affured, 
the Honour required t-f u , by thi» Con'mandment, 
to our Pafctiltand iiu|e iors, mull not tail fb'irtof 
tbat, wbcicof even ih>f: Animal) ate cjjable : In 
efcft^ 
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efedplh«^Duty we fltowe-ioour refpe&iveSrationssu 
in cQ/tf^quciice of tb!s Law, is more exreniive than 
ifc generally imagined ; for wjiich Reafon it may 
npt be ^mifsi co eoter ii\to urAwrc Detail thereot. 

■ And firft, with rcfpcd: to Children : The Ro 
noor required of them to their Parents, is a firXdi 
Qjtiedience to ail their lawful Commands $ that is* 
all fuch as neither interfere with the Lawa of God, 
nor thoieof the Land ; for ihould their Injundlions 
clafi) with either of thefe^ they arie no ways bound 
to obey them : But this is iiot all ; they are alfo 
bound unfeignedly to lovctnd.teverence them, and 
ej^en co relieve and fupporc them, in cafe they ftand 
19 need pf their. Aiiilance : But then again, there is 
arecipl'ocal Daty implied and exi&ed under the 
fame CommandnmC, from Parents towards their 
Children, namelyi that they fhould not lay any un^ 
nsaloMble or illegal Commands upon them, but 
ihoald love them afFedionately, and provide, ac- 
cording to their Station and.CircQmftance>, for 
their Maintenance and Educarfon ; and above all, 
that they ihould fet them good Examples, encou- 
raging them when they do well, and giving them 
due Correftion whenever they ofiend. 

Secondly, The Doty required of Subjefts to their 
Sovereigns, and thofe in Authority under them, is, 
an abfolute Obedience to all their Laws, when they 
do not run counter to thofe of the >^/;77<]gi&/^, neither 
openly ofiending againf^ them, or endeavouring to 
evade them by any artfal or unlawful Subterfuges, 
as is but too often the Cafe with many People : But 
then, on the other hand, there is a Duty recipro- ^ 
cally required of Prtncca to their Subjeds ; name- 
]y, to afford them due Protedion, and provide foe 
their Well -being and Safety, neither invading or in- 
croaching upon their Liberties, nor opprcfling them 
themfelves, or fuffinring thofe under rnem to do it 
wiih JxDj^anity ; above all, in feeing that Juftice is 



duly sdmimftcied, without refpe^ of Pctfom, not 
making the Throne a Saniruary for Wickcdnefs, 
nor through t criminal Pariblit)', allowing great 
OiTendcrs to cfcape, whilft the IcITer arc |>anillicd 
viih the uimolt Rigour. 

In the like Manner, [he Daty nquTreti from all 
Perfonf in general, lo their Ipirilual Teachers and 
Guidcj, is Reverence and AfieCticn t paying a 
ftria Regard lo iheic Advice and Doarinc, whitft 
ihey have no EeafoD (o believe ihem repugnant 
to the Rules of their gieat Mailer, not ridiciilirg 
them, nor grudgiiig them a competent Sahfiftencc, 
sod above all, noc defrauiiing ihem of their juft 
Diifs. On the other hand, liich fpiritusi Tcach- 
en and Gaidei are eqiiilly bound Co a reciprocal 
Regard, and Affeitioo for alt thofc under (hejt 
Cixe, being always ready to itiend and advife them 
whenever ir is neccflary, keeping a wjichfjl Eye 
over chem, that they walk as betoraslh Chrifiianr, 
ai)d if [hey fee them do otherwife, admonifliing 
them (ir(l privately,' with Love and TenderiteQ; 
afterwards, if need be, before WitrdTesi and, 
laftly, rebukirg ihcm pubiickly, if obiiioaie, and 
even proceeding to cenfure, in cafe of NecciBty, 
wilhout refpedl of Pctfons, ia order lo reclaim . 
them, and bring them back into the right Waj ; 
Above all, not being uncharitable, woridly-mind- 
cd, greedy ol filthy Lucre, or exacting their Due) 
wi:h Rigour. 

Again, (he Duty of sll Scholars and Siudents to 
ihieir Precepiorjsnd TLitorj. is to be att en live to 
ajl_,their Precepts and LefTons, obedient to iheit 
Injunftioni, refpeatul and affeiSionate to ihei/ " 
PerfQns, and fuomilfive to iheir Correftions. In 
the like Manner, fucn Preceptors and Tutors ajc 
bound to be careful and tender of their Scholars . 
and Pupib, i^iftfufling them diligently, encouia.-,^ 
ging them tiafonably, admQtiiftvvu^ lai i«^\vivc.^ 
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^r'-'tEoin mildly, and if need br, chafliGng thetn^^| 
^L ner fully. i^l 

f The Duty alfo of AFprendces, «■ Servants, to7^| 

their Mailers and Miflieitcs U OSfdtrnce to their 
CommaDds, Dii'gence in their fJufincP, riithfiil- 
neh to their Trufi, Carcfulnefs ofiheir Effefls and 
Concc'ns, and fetrct as cowhgt relates to them OC ^^^ 
their Families. Maflers and MiftrelTes agair-. are^J^H 
required to be loving ard tetider to their A|ipren-^^H 
[ic(5 Mnd3ervan[.t, providing luSidenily for therni^^f 
paying ihem competent Wages, not injnining ihcni''^H 
unrcafonahie Tasks, reproving them mildly, cor- 
recting tliem, if need be, mercifully, and giving 
ttiem good Exampiet. 

In the like Manner, the Duty of thofe who arc 
young." to fiich aiare advanced in Vejrs, is to (hew 
them Reverence and RcfpeS, giving them the up- 
per Hand, and hearkening to their Counfcl, efpe- 
cially in fuch Things ai ihcy may rcafonably be 
prcfumed to be better experienced in than Vi utb. 
The Aged arc ailb to rake Care, that ihcir Habit, 
Behaviour, and Deponment be fuch, as i: likely to '^^M 
procure Kegard, nimely. that they ate grave in J^^| 
their Drefs, ferious in their Convetl'aiion, fobcr Ni|^H 
Behaviour, neither haughty and overbearing, Bor ^^| 
light and trifling; but cjuiteous, affable, and pla. 
cid, oblerving a due Mean, being temperate in all 
Things and inCtruftivc iriRsamplc. 

Laftiy, The Duty required from all Inferiors r<|. 
their Superiors in Learning, Wifdom, oi Goodi 
ii ro pay them Deference and Regird, an 
hearken to their Counfcl or Infirutliona: To 
periorj iT Rank or Filate, they are to Ihew Honoup^ 
and Beffcft, On the o.her hand, the former aretl 
rnjuired to inllriifl the Iguorant, being alwayi^ 
ready to advife ihcm, and to bear with the fnfir.'L 
mitiesoftke Weak, nhilft the Utcec arc ret^uired'*! 
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to be condeicending to cho(e of a meaner Rank, and 
to be helpful, 0bl:ging, and companionate towards 
the Poor, being willing to contribute towards the 
Relief of their Neceffities, out of their own Sub* 
ftance, and that according to their Ability. 

We have now, we hope, pretty .well (hewn the 
Duties feverally required from each of as in our 
refpedive Stations and Capacities ; we fhall next 
proceed to produce fome remarkable Examples of 
the good and bad Confequencesofpbedience and 
Difobedience to this Commandmenti in order to 
imprefs more deeply on the Minds of our Readers, 
a due Regard for thofe feveral relative Duties, thac 
are therein required of them : And firft we (hall 
endeavour to (hew the good and ill EfF^dls of thefe, 
with refpcft to Parents and Children, in their Dif^ 
charge, or Negleft of the reciprocal Obligations 
incumbent upon them in thofe feveral Capacities.N 
As to the BlelTings attendant upon thofe Children, 
who are careful to honour their Parents by (hew- 
ing a due Regard to their Injundions, we cannot 
have one fo (ignal, nor the Authenticity whereof 
fo much to be depended on, as that we meet 
with in the thirty-fifth Chapter of Jeremiah, 
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We there find the Prophet commanded to 
bring the Family of the Recbabites into, one of the 
Chambers belonging to the Temple, to fct Wine 
' before them, and order them to drink it : Accor- 
<ii«gly Jiremiab does fo ; he carries them into 
one of thofe Apartments, lets Wine and Cups- be- 
fore them, and fays unto them, Drink ye Wine, 
Bat what is the Anfwer of the Recbabites F fFe ^wi/l 
drink no Wine ; fir Jonadab the Son of Rechab^ 
0ur Father ^ commanded us ^ faying ^ Te Jhali drink w 
Wine^ neither yty nor pur Sons for ever. Neither J^aU 
ye build Houfe^ nor fow Seed^ nor plant Vineyard j nor 
have any ^ but all your Days ye Jhall live mTenti^tfoat 
yemayiive ma/y Dtys in the Land «wbere ^tbe^^-ran.- 
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gets, ^hus bave^iAje obeyed the Voice of Jonadab, 
the Son of Rcchab our Father^ in ail that he hath 
charged us^ to drink no U^int all our Days^ <we^ our 
Wi*ves^ our Sons, nor our Daughters; nor to build 
Houfes for us to dnue/l in, neither have lue Vintyard^ 
nor, Fteld^ nor Seed But nve have dtvelt in Tents^ 
4nd have obeyed^ and done according to all that Jona- 
dab our Father commanded us. But it came to pafs^ 
tivhen Nebuchadnezzar, King of fiabyion, came up 
into the Landy that ivefaid, Come^ and let us go to Jc- 
liifalcm y for fear of the Army of the Chaldeans, and 
fir fear of the Army of the Syrians, fo vce dvoell at 
Jcruralem. 

Now, what is obfervable in this Relation is, that 
thii Command of Jonadab fccms at firil Sight, and 
for aoghc that appears to the contrary in Scripture, 
to have been very unrcafonablc, and even to have, 
exceeded the Authority of a Parent ; inafmuch as 
the drinking Wine, building Houfes, fowing Seed, 
plac'ing Vineyards, arc not only innocent in rhcm- 
felvcs, but in fomc Circumitances very neceflary, 
and the abftaining from them ircry prejudicial and 
difadvantageous. 

We find Timothy ordered, by^a great Apoftle, to 
drink Wine wiih his Warer for the Sake of his 
Health; which certainly would not have been done 
by him, had it been any ways finfal ; and it is 
well known, the living always under Tents, and 
being evpofed to the Inclemrncies of the Wea- 
ther, is what fcarccly any Conftitution, however 
harciy, would be able to fupporr for any Time ; 
nay, we may venture to fay, if Itkewife debarred 
from the Ufc of ftrong Liqucs, which is the fame 
Thing as this Prohibition of the Rechabites, (the 
ye^j noi knowing of any other but Wine^ could- 
poffibly furvive it in the Winter Seafoo wuhout a 
Miracle^ for a fingle Month, 
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Ncverihelef-, thU is the (everr Injunftion laid 
by Jonaiiah upon his Family, which they were To 
fcru('Ulaiis ofohfcrving, ihjt noihiiig but the mod 
ftblblute NecclTuy. even the Fear of being taken 
Ca[i[ircs by an idolatrou) Enemy, could induce 
them TO tranfgrefs it in any Paniculari even the 
Dcfirc of a Prophet could not tempt iliem to vio- 
late it in one fiogle Inftaoce. neither thcmfelve', 
their Wiwcs, Sons, nor Datjgliti;rs: What an Ex- 
ample is here fel before Cferi/P/afrj, atid how few 
are there who come up thereto i But, neither did 
this their Obedience go unrewarded ; for the Pro- 
phet is ordered to declare unto them, thiu JAih ihi 
Lord o/Z/^/j, i6( God e/Ifracl, BtcAufi yt bavt 
ehtftd the Citnmandmcat o/"Jonadah j»nr Fathtr^ and 
kipt elthil Preiiptt, and dejit acca'd'mg unlB all lh.U 
he haib cammgndcd you, thfifaie ihmfaid /^Loro 
cfUufti, tbi God a/Ifrael, Jonadab thi So-, y He- 
chab fiall 7,„i wsnl f Max to fiand hf/eri mi fir 



And we verily believe, as the Word of Gui 
cannot fall, that nntwiihftinding the Dirperfion of 
the ytiot, there haj i:onftantiy remained a SuCcel- 
(ion of that Family ('hoigh whether converlcd to '■ 
Cbriftlanitt, or profefling iheir own Religion, we 
uill rot fay) to (his Hm^r, and ihatchey aftually 
will fo continue to the End of the World. 

Thu* did the Obedience of ihe HtchaLim noi 
only meet with ample Reiributton in (he prefcnt 
Generation, but will do the fame to all fuc.-eeding 
Times ; fo munificent is the A/mighif to his poor 
Creatures ! N^y, if we are not greatly miftakeii 
in (he Senfe o( the Words, to Jland btfiri mi far 
e^ir, there fcemj to be yet a farther Bleffirg there- 
in promifed to that Faini;y, euen the Blefling of 
everlafting Life ; fince no Man can be ^ro^^V^ 
faid to (land before Gob, DiT»ti\YT:t^<iW.\VtI VtNit 
in fame fiefiittts, nameW, to \W '£.-*.«V''i^ ""^ "^"^ 
K. 1 ^**'* 



1^6 Of the Breach, or Obfervance, 

Power, who is banifhcd from his blifsful Prcfcnce, 
and condemned to the Company of Devils and 
damned Spirits to endlefs Ages. What a powerful 
Incentive ought this to be to all confiderate Per- 
fons> to live in a condant Obedience to a Command 
ifvhich has fuch a Reward annexed to the Obfer- 
vance thereof here, and gives room to hope for a 
fo much greater hereafter ? 

But though this Example of the Rechahites is fo 
lingular, as a Principle of Obedience fecms to have 
run through the Family, and to have defccnded 
from Father to Son, as if by Inheritance; and that 
to Injundions apparently incopveriicnr, and even 
unreafonable, unlefs prefcribsd by Divine Autho- 
rity, (which does not appear to us) that it was for 
this Reafon chiefly we have inlargcd fo much upon 
it ; being but too fenfible how little Impreffion any 
Inftances quoted from Scripture, make upon the 
Generality of Readers, yet was it not for want of 
feveral very remarkable Examples of the fame lau- 
dable Virtue in prophane Hiftory, Amongft the 
foremoft of thefe, we fliall relate two, which, we 
think, deferve the Preference on many Accguntji, 
efpecially as they exhibit to us at 6nc.and the 
hme Time, in a ftrong Light, the good EfFcfts of 
filial Piery, and paternal Tenderncfs. The firft is 
of a Turk (but fuch a one, as many Chriftians might 
be proud to imitate) a Man in good Circumftan- 
ces, and married to a beautiful Woman, whom he 
tenderly loved with a moft generous Paffion, which 
met with an equal and reciprocal Return from her. 
Thus bleiled in each other, they defired no greater 
Happincfs than to fpend the Remainder of their 
Days together in Tranquility ; and as he formed 
tio impratticabie Schemes with a View of adding 
thereto,, cither by accumulating Riches, or court- 
ing Preferment, they had a tolerable Profpeft of 
fo doing ; when, by a fad Rcverfe of Fortune, or 
rather, to /peak as a Cbrijiian^ b^ ^, taddttv^unforc- 
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feen,'and moft heart-wounding Stroke of Divine 
providence, he was not only torn at once fronrthc 
Arms of her he doated on, but precipitated into 
the deepeft Abyfs of Mifcry. 

His Fatlier, who was a Merchant, and traded 
between Aleppo and Grand Cairo, being x>b]iged to 
take a Voyage from one to the other, to fettle his 
A£Fairs, the Ve/Tel on board whereof he was, fell 
in with a Maliefe Man of War, fo that he not only 
loft all his EfFedis, to a great Value, but was him- 
felf made a Captive, afid carried to Malta, there to 
remain in Slavery, till he could either redeem him-^ 
felf, or find fome other who would pay his Ran- 
fom. Of this his Misfortune and Diftrefs, the poor 
old Man, who had always' been a tender Father^ 
informs his Son, who was in England, by Letter ; 
as alfo of his utter Inability to pay the Sum de« 
manded for hisEedempio'i, having loft beft Part 
of his Subflance at the fame Time with his Liberty. 

The End of the poor Wretch in acquainting his 
Son with his Mifery, was, that he might relieve 
him from ir, by paying his Ranfbm, not dqubring 
of his Afte^ion, and Wi.Mingneis fo to do, in cafe 
it ihouM be in his Power ; This, however, was no 
fmall Trial, the Price demanded being fo grcaf| 
that he could not raife it any other Way, than by 
the Sa e of iW his EfFedfcs, and leaving himfeif with- 
out any other Subfiftence, than what he could pro- 
cure by his Labour and Induftry. How few Sons 
would be ready to pay fo dearfy for the Liberty of 
an aged Parent ! But even this was not the worft 
Part of his Trial ; the generous and dutiful furk 
valued not his Money, nor yet the being reduced 
to toil for a poor Suftenance for the Remainder of 
his Days, in comparifon to what he owed to one of 
the beft of Fathers; but there was another, who 
was far dearer to him than himfeif, whom he was 
not willing to make a Compatvloti \ri \\\^ ^\i^w.\^^ 
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and Misfortunes, and ro parr from whom, the onlf 
Remedy he could think of, wak yet woric than 
Death itfelf. 

Our Reader will eafi!y conceive, this was the 
Wife he fo mixh doated on ; by whom he was mu- 
tually and tenderly belove<i, and who murt necef- 
farily be involved in his Diiirefs, unlc's he prevent- 
cd it by providing her fome other Support and Pro* 
teftor, and tra-^.sferring his Right in her to another 
MoH, according to the Power allowed him by the 
Law of Mahomet. In cfFc£l, there was no other 
Way, but either to make her a Partner in hit 
CaJamitiefi fo be 'divorced from her in favour 
of another who would maintain her handfbmely, 
•or to leave his aged Parent in Slaveiy, Each of 
xht'c were fevcrc Trials to a Man who was both 
ilfidly'obfeivant of hii Duty, and infinitely fond 
u/ a beauteous, afFe£lionaie, and defcrving Spoufe ; 
ihoggh we are afraid they would not have been fp 
to many amongflu«, who, neverthclefs, maintain a 
iiiir Charader in the World. 

The generous Turk^ however, never hefitited a 
Moment; but equally refolved to perform what 
Duty required of him, and tc CC7.f'«.t uic Welfare 
t>F her whom he C6uld not bear to fee expofed to 
Want ; though ihe, with equal Tendernefs and 
Magnanimity, oegged to (hare in all hit Misfortunes* 
aiSgned her over to a faithful Friend, who' offered 
to accept and provide for her j afTuring him never- 
theleis, for his Coniolation, that he would Iook on 
her only as a precious Depodt, intruded to his Care 
for a while, and to be again redored by him when- 
ever demanded. 

Having thus fettled the main Affair, and what 
touched him moft nearly, the Turk difpofed of his 
Effc^s, determined to go where Duty, Gratitude^ 
and Honour called hin^^ and fetfail for the Lrvanf, 

in 
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ia order to redeem b's Father : On his Arrival at 
Malta^ he found him juft worn out with Age and 
Sufferings, and labouring under a dangerous fl!nelS| 
which threatened him ifcith fpeedy Death. Ashv 
had been ahfent from him for fome Years, the old 
M-sn with Difficulty recolledked him ; however, hi- 
ving at laft made himfelf known, and acquainted 
him with the Intent of his coming, the fudden Joy 
was too great for Nature to fupport, and he expi- 
red in the Embraces of his Son. Thus was the • 
Tcndernefs of the Father recompenced, by what ia 
the greateft Bieffing to a well fpent Life, a fudden 
«nd happy Tranfition from a World of Sorrows to 
Eternity, and that in the Arms of a moft dutiful 
and aSedlionate Child. 

Nor was the filial Piety of the Son unrewarded ^ 
for meeting at Malta with aSifter of his Wifc,who 
had like wife been taken Captive, and forced into 
the Arms of the Grand Mailer, who had beflowed 
on her Prefeats to an imxeu^^ Value ; ihe conjurci 
him to facilitate her Efcap^, being defirous to re- 
turn into the Eap^ where ilie had left a Hui>baiid 
and two Chtldrea, offering him on that Account 
to clivide her Riches with him: Th's he hipptlv 
effected, and conducted her fafe home ;. W'heie, 
foo 1 after, both her Husband and flic were carried 
off by a peftilentfal Difeafe ; leaving him in Po'- 
feflion of immenfe Wealth/ which me bequeathed 
equally between him and her Children, over whom 
(he appointed him Guardian. 

It may well be imagined, after what hat been 
premifed, thar, finding himfelf ihus unexpeftcdly 
reitored to Affluence, he was not long before he 
flew back to England^ to reclaim a V^ ife {o tender- . 
ly beloved, efpecially when he had been afTured 
by a faithful Friend, cf hisReadinels to return her 
en Demand. Accordingly he did ^o^ and found, 
her as fair as ever, being only affli&ed with a Lan* 

K 4 guor. 



2CO Of the Breach, or Obfervancc, 

guor, proceeding from her Concern for his Abftnce, 
which heightened her Charm?, and received her 
untouched from the Hands of him, to whofe Caf- 
tody he had committed fo valuible a Trcafure ; 
•whoCe Honour, as he had been fo long abfohite 
PofrefTor of fo much Beauty, was as much ro be ad» 
mired, as the other's Gcneiofiry and filial Afftc- 
lion, or* the Lady's Tcnderncfs and Fideliiy. Such 
was ih^ confummatc Virtue of rhefe hfidels^ not 
eafiiy to be paralelled ?morgil Chrijiians : How- 
ever, for the Honour of cur Narion, we can match 
it in one refpcft, namely, as far as relates to filial 
Piety and Affedtion, in one of our own Country- 
men, whb was of no higher Rank than a down- 
right yad Tar, 

This generous and gallant SaSor, whofe Name 
ought to be written a: d tranfmitted down to Fo- 
fieriry in Letters of Gold, had the ill Fortune to be 
taken Prifoncr when very young by xheAlgerines who 
carrying him into -^^-^/V;-/, obliged him to undergo a 
hard Servitude for fome Years. At length however, 
by fome Means or other, Le was enabled ro raife a 
iufEcient Sum to pay his Ranfom ; jufl as he had 
done which, and was about joyfully to return home 
to his native Country, an Mgefine Rover enters the 
Harbour, and the firft Perfon he faw on board was 
his own Father, who had been a tender Pa>enr, 
and who being likewife a Sailor, was alfo fallen 
into Captivity. 

Words cannot exprefs, neither will it be eafy 
for our Readers to conceive, the Confternation and 
Sorrow of the excellent young Man, at fo mourn- 
ful and (hocking a Sight f Suffice it therefore to 
fay, that going up to the old Man, and asking fome 
Qjicftions, whereby he was convinced he was not 
deceived (for having been taken Prifoncr himfelf 
whena Boy, he was fo much grown and altered, 
that his Father knew him not) he rcfokcd immc- 
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diatcly wirhin himfclf what Courfc to follow for 
his Deliverance. The poor Wretch being foon af- 
ter expofed to Sale, and a Purchafer having agreed 
for the Price, and bought him, he addrefl'ed him- 
felf to the Buyer, and defired he might be accep- 
ted inftead of the old Man, being willing to re- 
deem his aged Parenr^ at the dear Rate of his own 
Liberty. 

This Offer, nevcrthelefs, was not readily accept- 
ed by the old Man, who could with Difficulty be 
perfwaded, to fufFer fo dffedionace and generous a 
Child, after having already undergone a tedious 
Captivity, to return again into a hard Bondage : 
In effedl, this moving Conteft between Father and 
Son, difputing which fhould remain in Slavery, and 
which enjoy his Liberty, would not cafily have 
been determined, had not the Purchafer himfelf de- 
cided it in favour of the Son, as being much the 
better Bargain, becaufc, likely to live Jonger, and 
able to do him confiderably more Service. Thus 
did the Father meet with an ample Reward for his 
tender Care of his Son, in his infant Yearis ; nei- 
ther was the Son very long, before he alfb received 
a fuitable Retribution for his fr.ial Affcdion and 
Piety ; for fbon afrer his Matter died, and having 
no Children, left hirr, together wirh the reft of his 
Effc6l»,to his favourite Wife, whom he ferved faith- 
fully while ihelived; whereby hefo far ingratiated 
himfelf wtrh her, that, at her Dsceafe, which fol- 
lowed within a few Months of her Husband, (he 
not only gave him his Liberty, but a good Sum of 
Money^ to defray his Charges home^ and pravide 
for himfelf afterwards. 

All the Obfcrvation we fhall mike hereupon, is, 
that we think this Adfcion of our gallant Country- 
man furpades far that of the generous 7urk^ as Li- 
berty is itifinitely more valuable to a generous Spi'* 
rit> than Riches \ and Slavery* much harder to be 
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fapported than Poverty. Having thus (hewn ia 
(heie two Exam ples^, the good £fFed:s of Obedience 
to the Fifth ComntaDdmenr, we ihall next proceed 
to another remarkable Inftance of a like Nfacore^ 
^ho* we cannot (ay it imirely comes up to either of 
the former. 

Ariobarzafin^ King of CafpaJocia, as he was fit- 
ting on the Tribunal with the great Pompiy^ observ- 
ing his Son, of whom he was infinitely tender, to be 
feated in a Place which he thought not (uitable to 
his Dignity,, not able to fuBTtr v^hnt he looked upon 
as fo great a Difparagement to the young Prince^ 
defended haftily from the Tribunal, and taking 
the Diadem from his own Head, clapped it upon 
that of his Son* bkiding him aiccnd the Judgment- 
Seat, and take his Place. 

Hereupon the young Princp,^far from being over- 
joyed, and elate with Pride on his untxpe&cd Ex- 
altation to fo great a Dignity, burll into Tears, and 
was felled with fuch a trembling all over, that the 
Diadem fell from his Head ^ neither could he, hy 
any Arguments be perfwaded to inved bimfelf wiih 
what he looked upon as the Spoils of his King and 
Father. In effed'» the Difpute between the Mo- 
narch and the youag Prince^^ continued for fome 
Time, he who refigned the Crown giving it up 
with Joy,^ in favour of fo hopeful and dutiful a Son i, 
whilft he on whom it was beflo wed, appeared high- 
ly diifaiisfied and grieved at fuch a Prefent : In fhorr^ 
this glorious and extraordinary Conteft between the 
royal Pair, fo much to the Honour of both of 
them, would iiot eafily have been terminated, had 
notPompey himfelf interpofed, and (econding the 
Defire of the Father, commanded hire to take the 
Diadem, and (k with him upon the Tribunal, de- 
claring him Sovereign of Cappa^ocia for the future. 
Now in how amtabie a Light do both thefe Princes 
appear, in jhe PZys of every cooHderate Perfon. 

If' 
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Is It at all to be doubted, that both the King and 
Prince enjoyed infinitely more Satisfaction ; the one 
tn Co uncommon a Proof of the Tendernef^and Af- 
fedion of his Parent, and the other in fo extraordi* 
nary a Teftimony of his Son's Duty, Fidelity « Re- 
verence, and Love, than all theCroixms in the Uni« 
verfe could afford either of them ? Undoubtedly 
they did ; undoubtedly after fuch evident Demon* 
flrations of that lingular AffeAion they mutually 
bore each other the Remainder of their Lives, . was 
one continued Series of reciprocal Endearments and 
A(&s of Kindnefs : Such were the Blefiings where* 
with Heaven rewarded the Obfervance of iheferela* 
tive ^Duties evei) in Heathens ! And fuch the happy 
Confequences of paying Obedience to this Com« 
mandmenr, even in thofe who were no otherwife 
inAru^ed therein, than by the Light of Nature I 

The remirkable Story o^ the Reman Piety ft 
known almod to every one the leafi converfant in 
Literature.; and Pictures thereof, drawn by the 
moil eminent Hand F-, are to be met with in'ail 
G>untries ; every Nation being willing to perpetu- 
ate the ^lemory of fo (inguiar an A£lion : For the 
Benefit, however, ofluchof our Readers as may 
be ignorant thereof, we (hail relate it as fuccindiy 
as poiTible, that others may be incited by fo affect- 
ing an Incideiit, to emulate an Example of fuch 
uncommon Virtue. 

A Nobleman of Romi having fome way grie*^ 
voufly offended the Emperor his Sovereign, was by 
him condemned to be darved to Death, and it was 
made capital to relieve him. Accord iifgly he wat 
cJofely confined in Prifon, nobody being admitted^ 
to fee him but his Daughter, who was fird ftridUy 
fearched, that fhe might not convey him any Suite- 
nance. Nothing, one would think, but Bribery, 
or a Miracle, could fave the Life of fuch a Man ; 
and indeed it was a Miracle, a Miracle of Piety^ 
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whereby his Days were prolonged ! After a Week 
was elapfed, and his Death hourly expefled, the 
Jailor to whofe Cuftody he was commitred, not 
finding any vifible Decay in him, began to be ytry 
much furprized at fuch unufual Strength of Nature ; 
having no Orders however, to precipitate his Death, 
he refolved to wait with Patience till the Lamp of 
Life ihould be ex handed. 

But another Week alfo pafTmg over, without any - 
perceptible Alteration in the Prifoner, he at laft 
fufpeded ^omc Collufion, tho* he knew not whom 
tomidrui!; and accordingly determined to watch 
him fo narrowly, that it ihould be impoffible for 
any orc to procure him any Sihfiftence, without his 
difcovering it. In effedl he did fo, and it would be 
hard to cxprefs his Allonifhment and Wonder, 
when, looking through a Grate that conveyed 
Light into a Dungeon, he beheld the Nobleman's, 
virtuous and dut<ful Daughter, who happened to 
liave lain in but a little b fore, nourilhing her aged 
and diftreffed Father with the Miik of her Breaib. 
Greatly afFedted with fo moving a Sight, though 
fuch Pcrfons are none of the mcfl tender-hearted, 
lie immediate'y acqu .inted the Emperor therewith, 
vhofc Curiofiry being raifed by fo unexpected an 
Accounr, he refolved to be himfelf Eye-Witncfs ta 
a Scene (o wort.iy of Admiration. 

He went therefore privately to the Prifon about 
flic Time when the young Lady ufually vifited her 
affli^ed Parent, and being placed where he might 
cbferve all that paiTed, without being difcovered 
himfelf, beheld that beauteous Lady fuckling the 
poor old Man, with the fame Tcndernefs and De- 
light as if he had been an Infant, and the Fruit of 
her own Womb. Incenfed as he was againft the 
onforrunate Criminal," he could rot view fuch a De- 
monftraton of the moft exalted Virtue and Gene- 
rofiry, without beirg llrorgly afFead therewith, 
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and defirous of rewarding it ; fo that Compaflion at 
length getting the better of his Refentrnenr, he 
forgave the obnoxious Father, in conHderation of 
his incomparable Daughter, and rcilored him to his 
Liberty and Eftate. 

Nor Is this the only Indance the Roman Hiflory 
a£fords us of the like filial Piety ; for fimilar there- 
to is that tranfmitted down to us by Piinyf of a Wo- 
man of good Birth, who having committed fome 
heinous Offence, was condemned to die ; hut or- 
dered, on account of herExtra^ion, to fuffer pri« 
vately in Pxifon. The Jailor, however, being mo- 
ved with Comp^iiion, and loth to lay Hands on her 
hiihfelf, did not immediately Urangle her, but even 
allowed her Daughter to viiic her; only taking Care 
ihe fhould not convey her any Food ; to which End 
ihe was always diligently fearched. He expected, 
that in a few Days (he would have died of Famine; 
but afcer waiting as long as it was poflible for any 
one to live without Suftenance, and finding her flill 
in Health, he determined within himfelf to keep fo 
diligent a Watch over her, that it fhould be impof- 
fible for her to receive any Nourifhment without 
his Knowledge ; , whereupon he foon found the Se- 
cret, which wasy that ihe was fuckled by her own 
Daughter. 

This moving his Compaflion yet more, he ac- 
quainted the Judge therewith who had condemned 
her ; who being likewife touched with Pity, and 
admiring the Virtue of the Daughter, informed the 
Senate thereof* who reverfing x the Sentence, not 
only pardoned the Woman, but to preferve the Me- 
mory of the Deed, caufed an Altar to be erected to 
Pif/y, on the Spot where her Prifon flood. Now 
might not thefe two virtuous Ladies be as much faid 
to have given Life to their Parents, as to have re- 
ceived their own from them ? Certainly they mi^hf^ 
and undoubtedly, though HViioT) Ss^ ^'w^x Ns^ "^^^ 
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Particuku^y their fingular Piety did ooc go unre«< 
warded. 

Neither waft tb«l of Amfbinffmui and Anapius^ 
two young Sicilians, a Jot infoiiar thereto, or Jefs 
worthy or Admiration. Thefc excellent and tx- 
traordimry Youths, when, on a Time, there hap- 
pened a violent and dreadful Eruption of Mount 
JEtna^ which vomited out Flames to fach afright- 
fnl Degree, that all phe Country rouiui were ftruck 
with TciTor, every one betaking himielf to Flight, 
and carrying with him whatever was moil precious : 
Thefe extraordinary Youths, we fay,, whijft f'itiy 
onebefides Was thus employed, refle^ir.g that they 
had an aged Father and Mother, who, biing very 
infirm, were incapable of faving themfeivef, n^u- 
fual ly cried ous Where Jhall *we pnd more valuable 
Treafure than thofe to ivhont ^we (nve our Li'ues ? And 
having thus raid,regardltfs of every Tningeii'e, the 
one taking up the old Man, and th^ ocher :he Wo- 
man, carried them fate off on their Shoulder', 
through the Fire. 

Nor did this their uncommon Virtue go unre- 
warded, ft nee Hii^ory aflures uf, that Heaven in 
confideration thereof, wrought a Miracle ; the de- 
vouring Flames ceafing their Ravage at fo affe^iog 
a Sighc ; and whilft nothing but Marks of Defo- 
lation appeared all around, the Way through which 
the two Brothers pafled, was embeLifhed' with frefli 
Verdure and Grejcnnefs : In efc^, to perpetuate 
the Memory of fo remarkable an Event, thof^ 
Groundfi were called by Pofterity, the field of tbg 
Pious What is very obfervable in this Story, is 
that the Piety of thefe young Men was inflantly re* 
compenced in the vtry A£t ; whiifl each of them 13 
loaded with their venerable Burthen, the Fice re. 
fpe£ts their Footfleps, and dares not appreachicbeny . 
fb that the Brefervation of their Parents, Whom* 
they had fo highly reverenced, proves at the fame 

^ • Time^ 
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Time, the Prcfcrvation of their Subftance and Pa- 
trrmony. 

Worthy alfo of being regarded \% rhe Story of 
three Brothers^ Son to a deceafed Monarch, whOp 
upon his Demjre, fell at Variance about the Succef- 
£on to the Crown ; and not being able to come to 
any Ac<:ommodation amongft themfelvrs, agreed to 
refer their Pretenfions to a neighbouring Kirg, and 
to Hand to his Deteronination. Accordingly, xht 
Arbiter having heard each of them urge their re- 
fpedive Claims, and finding it no eafy Matter fo to 
decide the Affiir as to fitisfy them z\\ ordered the 
dead Body of their Father to be brought, and 
bid each of them flioot an Arrow thcrear^ de- 
claring that he who fhould tranfpierce his Heart, or 
come neareil thereto^ (hould be appointed his Sac-* 
ceflbr. 

Hereupon the Elder (hot firft, and fcnt his Shaft 
through theThroiit of the deceafed Monarch ; th« 
iecond then taking Aim thereat^^ fixed his Arrow in 
the 'Bread of his Father^ but mifled the Heart ; and 
it was now the Turn of the Third to try his Skill ; 
but the hopeful young Prince, detefting a D.ed fb 
unnatural, and fo highly difrefpeftul to the Remaine 
of the Author of his Heing^ cried out aloud^/iwxrA/ 
muih rather yield the <whole to my Brothers y and refign 
oil Pretepfions to the Throne^ than treat the dead Body 
•fmy father ^ithjiich Indignity, Immediately up- 
on this Declaration, the Umpire pronounced him 
alone worthy of the Kingdom, as having given a 
fignal Proof how much he excelled the other Conu 
petitors in Virtue, by the Regard he h^d ihcwn to> 
the Remains of his deceafed Parent, even when a 
Crown was at State, Thus did the Piety of thia 
young Prince meet with an immediate Reward^ 
whilit^the unnarural Behaviour of his two Brothera 
vas worthily punlfhed in their Difappohitment. 
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Numerous other Inflances might be produced^ of 
the happy Efieds attendant on Obedience to this 
Commandment, but let thefefuffice for theprcfent; 
we ihall now proceed likewife to give feme Exam- 
ples of the fatal Confequences of a contrary Prac* 
tice. And here, as the Rechabites demanded the 
Preference for their lingular Obfervance of their 
Father, fo we think Jbfalom juilly demands the 
like for his notorious Difobedience, and that on 
many Accounts. Other Children may indeed dif- 
regard their Parents, and we have but too many Ex- 
amples thereof every Day ; but then thefe Parents 
may have held a flridt Hand over them^ and treated 
them with Rigour. 

This, however, was not the Cafe with Ahfalom^ 
hisFather never ufcd him feverely; on the contrary, 
he doated on him, and if he was guilty of any Fault, 
it was, that he was indulgent to Excefs ; having 
even forgiven him the premeditated Murder of his 
Brother Amman, and rellored him again to Favour. 

. Again , Abfalom'% Offence was not only a DifVe- 
gard of his Father, and that fuch a Father, which 
m irfelf would have been highly criminal, and was 
a Drench of the Fifth Commandment ; but his Guilt 
proceeded much further, he fought to difpofTefs 
him of ail, nay, he fought his Life alfo ; fo that 
he was at once a Tranfgreflbr of the Fifth, the Sixth,^ 
the Eighth, and the Tenth Commandment : And 
as if this was not enough, by going in unto his Fa- 
therms Concubines ]}e committed Incefl, and fo be* 
came likewife a TranfgrefTor of the Seventh. 

To enhance and aggravate his Guilt yet more,. 
he was not only difobedient and unnatural to a Pa- 
rent, and a fond Parent^ but to^his King and Sove- 
reign, and that a mod excellent and merciful Sove* 
reign, fo that he added Rebellion alfo to all his other 

CHmes ; 
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Crimes ; as if th« reft -had not been a Load fuffici- 
ent to everwhelm him with Mifery, unlefs he had 
joined the latter, which is in itself a Complication 
of all others I and haS' this peculiar Aggravation, 
that it cannot be carried on by any one, without in- 
voIvingThoufands in the fame Guilt with one's felf, 
fo that it may properly be faid to be truly diaboli- 
cal ; it being the particular Charafleriftic of the De- 
Til to draw others into Sin. . . 

Such and fo heinous was the Offence of that un- 
happy young Man ; we need not therefore wonder, 
that the Divine Vengeance foon overtook him, 
iand that in fnch a remarkable Manner, as to make 
him a memorable Example to all fuch notorious 
OiFenders, not to fancy they (hall efcape with Im- 
punity. In order to {pt this in a right Light, it will 
be necelTary to confider, that, loaded as Abfalom was 
with Guilr, yet it was only againft God» andagainii: 
the King his Father he had offended ; neither had 
any one elfe the Power, we mean a lawful Power, 
to bring him to Juflice. 

Now the latter of thefe was fo far from being de- 
firpus CO punifh him for his grievous Crimes, that 
though he was in open Rebellion againR him, and 
had fought his Life, he gave a particular Charge to 
the Ofiicers of his Army to be careful of Jiim, and 
to fpare him, left he fliould fall in the t^siy of Bat- 
tie ; and this was publickly known throughout the 
Army. Heaven indeed might juflly challife him ; 
bat as Heaven feldom goes out of the Way of its 
ordinary Providence, for that Purpofe, it might 
reafonably have been fuppofed, he would efcape in 
this World ; he did not however, the Almigbty not 
thinking fit to fufFer fo enormous an O&nder to 
live. 

The Mule, therefore, whereon he rode for hit 
Safet/i and the Hair of his Head, on tfae Beauty 

whereof 
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whereof he talucd himfelf, are made the laflrti-^ 
meats to betray him into the Hand of his Enemy^ 
the one carrying him under the thick Boughs of a 
large Oak, wherein the other intanglcd itfelf {o 
ftrongly, that he was taken iM the Saddle, and Mx. 
hanging between Hearea and Earth. Even in this 
Condition, he might ftill have cfcaped, the People 
paying fo great a Regard to the King's Command^ 
that when one found him thus, he would not lay 
Hands on him, but only acquainted Joab there- 
with ; that he might confult how it was proper to 
difpofe of him^ and to fecure him. 

yoab however was angr^ with him for his ill« 
timed Mercy, as he thought it, and accordingly re- 
proved him for not killing him, telling him in that 
C^le he would have rewarded him with ten She^ 
kels of Silver and a Girdle. The Man anfwers, he 
would not have done lb for a Thoufand, becaufe of 
the King's Order ; wherefore J9ah finding Jbim net 
a proper laftroment for his Purpode;, tails him, / 
mi^ n§t tarry thus /with thee: \ and arming himfelf 
with three Darts, he goes diredlly where Jb/alom 
hong, and piercing him through therewith^ bnried 
lljm in a Pi(« 

The Reafon of JoaitU proceeding in this Manner* 
concrarf to the King^ ezprefs Command, is no 
where affigned in Scrtpture, and can therefore only 
be gueffed at; for which Reaibn all we (haji ob. 
fervc thereupon, is, char, befides his fee mi ng in this 
Cafe, to have been an InArament of the Divine 
Vengeance, headed therein according to the Prin. 
ciples of the foundeil Policy, and ferved David mod 
fcithfully even againft his Will. He rightly judg 
ed Ahf€U9m too dangerous a Perfon to be fuffered to 
live, and fufficiently knew the King's Love for him, 
to be alTured he would not confent to his Death ; he 
therefore difpatched him diredlly, that it might no 
longer bt i» the Power of a too indulgent Father to 

fave 
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ftve him to his o»vn Huin, well knowing, when it 
wjs patl iccallin^, he woulij be foon coiivinceil o( 
the Neccllicy of the Thing, and be coinfottcd. 

Thiuve think the moft rational Way of dccounr- 
ing far Jiiab''i Bchdviour on this Occdlion ; (\i ce it 
is (ildin, he cou'd not do it for Inieieft, being lure 
to have no Thanks for his Paini i as little coiiid 
he be itnagitied tt> have been influenired by Ma- 
Iii.'c, fince he wis fo far from bearing Jb-. 
faUm any Ill-will, that he was the very Perlbrt 
R-ho fetched liim back from Gi^jitr, after the Mur- 
der of his Brother ^muM; neither couid it pro- 
ceed from Envy, that young Man not being likely 
to interfere witb bin) in any Cafe; hie only Mo- 
tive ihet) muft be, a Zeal for ihe public Good, 
and his being iinf cited thereto by the Hand of 
Heaven. 

In eftcf), it \s very rerasrkable. though yeai U 
tsice highly blamed in Scripture for the Murdee 
of Abnir and jimafa, firft by David on his Death. 
Bed, and then by Silemsn ; nay, thongh Difuid 
siSuaJly injoined his Son, to revenge fhofe Mor- 
deri upon Joab, and though Sciomen. adaaliy did 
fc, >c; "= t- as: Snd him btam«l oy ciihcr ot 
them for killing ,*A/aABi; an evident Sign, wa 
think, he was known to be the Divine iBUrament 
on that OccaftOR. 

To pafs on from faered to profane Hiftory, w« 
can almoft match thiilnftance of the higheft Ingra- 
titude and Wickedacfs in jlh/alam from the Chro- 
nicles of our own Country [ only that the PHncc 
who was guilty thereof, did not liic a i-ialenc 
Death, though he rnifcarried in hi« Dcfign, ard 
was cutoff untimely by the Hand of Providence : 
In fhori, bating that the Parallel fails in ttiis Point, 
in moil others it U)|wers pretty well ; botlj ot thcle 
Kcreihe Sans of indulgetic Parenti ; both of them 
rep^i-cd 
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repayed their Indulgence with Ingraticudc, and 
even with Rebellion ; and both of them were 
ihamefuily defeated^ and difappointed in their . 
Aim. 

This young Prince, whofcName was Henry^ el- 
deft Son to our King Henry the Secondhand Grand- 
fon to Maud the Emprefs, not contented with be- 
ing admitted by his too indulgent Parent to a Part- 
nerfliip in theThrone, ufcd his utmoft Endeavours 
to difpoffefs him of the whole ; and indeed his Fa- ' 
ther had but little Real'on to expc^ otherwife, 
iince, even at his Coronation Feaft, the old King 
waiting upon him thereat, and the Archbifliop of 
Canterbury telling him that few Princes had fuch a 
Servant to attend- them, he proudly anfwered. 
Where is the mighty Matter ^ that he^ iJiiho ivas only 
Son to an Earl^ Jhould ivait upon me ivho am Son to a 
King ? This he faid in Difparagement of the old 
King, who came to the Crown in Right of his Mo* 
ther the Emprefs Maud^ and was begotten upon 
her by Geoffryflantagenety Earl of Anjou^ her fc- 
cond Husband. 

It was no Wonder tbcn, we fay, that one who 
could behave thus to hlsParhcr, the very T^iy of '•^* 
his Coronation, (hould attempt to dethrone him 
afterwards ; it was no more than what he had grpat 
Caufe to look for ; and indeed he was in ibme 
ineafure obliged to his Son for giving him Warn- 
ing by fo iniolent a Speech, to be upon his Guard 
againft him. Whether old Henry took it in this 
Light, or not, we cannot determine, Hiiiory not 
giving us any Infight into this Matter ; but be that 
as it will, it is very certain he always took Care to ' 
be fufficiently armed againft all his Enterprises ; 
though the Son was fupported therein openly by 
the King of France^ and underhand by the Machi- 
nations of fome traiterous Nobies, and of his Mo- 
ther Queen Eleanor, who hating the King her 

Hu&bandj 
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Hasband, on account of his Intrigae with Fair Rd" 
faniQndy the Lord Clifford's Daughter, would wil- 
lingly have helped to depofe him. -"^ 

. In vain, however, were all their joint Attempts 
to this Parpofe; after many Battles fought abroad, 
and many inteftine Dlflurbances at home, afcer a 
Sea of Blood fhed, in fptte of ^11 foreign Enemies^ 
domcdic Traitors,mnnatural Sons, and a perfidious 
Wife, the old Monarch, who was the greateft 
Prince of his Time, ftill maintained his Ground, 
^nd obliged the afpiring and ungrateful yourg 
Xing, humbly to fue for Peace, which he gene- 
rouily and indulgently granted. 

Neverthelefs, though his earthly Father had 
thus forgiven the Wickedncls and Ingratitude of 
an ambiuous Son, it is reafonably to be fuppoied, 
his heavenly Father did not ; but that, however he 
might deal with him in the next World, he was 
-determined to chafti/e him in this ; and that in fuch 
41 Manner, that he might read his Sin in his Punifh- 
• jnent, and might ferve as an Example to deter 
others from treading for the future in hisFootftcps. 
In efFe£^, as he had been fo impatient to enjoy the 
Crown, that he could not wait the appointedTime, 
but muft endeavour to feize it beforehand, neither 
was he fuflFercd to enjoy vital Air the ufual Term, 
.but was fnatched away prematurely : As he had ga- 
ped after his Father's Death, fo was he overtaken 
by his own; and, as k}ng Life 15 promifed in the 
'Fifth Commandment to. thofe that honour Father 
and Mother, €0 was it evidenced in him, that the 
contrary is implied to thofe who do the rcverfe. 

But it was not in this Son alone, that Henry II was 
unhappy ; the others, Richard, Geoffry^ and John^ 
refembling him too much, and privately abetting 
him in his male Practices, though they did not 
proceed fuch Lengths as H4nry^ nor fo often attempt 
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dminesy our Hiftomn, who was alfo a Perfon of 
Condition y and had a confidereble Pod und<:r him, 
was ordered, in Conjundiion with fome other Noble* 
men, to make this rropofal to the Son, and to re- 
port his Anfwer. It was as follows : He wmld 
fioner thrvw bis Father into a Well, and leap bifH' 
fe If after him ^ than.agree to any fuch Conditions \ ad* 
ding^ that his Father baming bten Duke forty four 
TtarSy it «was no^w Timtfhr him tofucceed. In effcd, 
all that this unnatural Reprobate could be brought 
- to agree to, was, ^bat be imuld allow bis Father a 
yearly Penjion of three Thou/and Florins^ on Condition hi 
Jhould depart the Country dire Sly, n'enjer mori to return. 
Would any one believe it pofiible, a Perfbn of his 
Rank could be fo fs^ge a Moafter ? 

But Heaven did not fuflfer fo unnatural a Barba- 
rian to go unpunifhed ! Having left the Duke of 
Burgundy s Court foon after in Difguife, with In- 
tent to return to Guelderland^ and being come to a 
Ferry near Namur^ he paid the Man who carried 
him over a Guilder for his PaiTage*: This uncom- 
mon Liberality, creating a Sufpicion in a Prieft^ 
who happened to be prefent, he viewed him narrow- 
ly, and in a ftiort Time recollefted him ; where- 
upon he was taken Prifoner, and carried to Namur^ 
where he remained under Confinement till the Duke 
of j5ar^«ff^*sD ath. Whilft he continued thus in 
Cullody, the old Duke oeparting this lAie, utterly 
difinherited him, and bequeathed all his Effeds to 
others more deferving, and the Sovereignty of his 
Dominions to the Duke of Burgundy. Thus was 
this unnatural Savage, who ^ould not confent to al- 
low his aged Father one fmall Town to refide in 
during Life, and a moderate Penfion, utterly depri- 
ved of the whole Dutchy, and all his Efieds to a 
confiderable Value, even after his Deceale i when 
they would otherwife have defcended to him regu- 
Urly. Bnt this was not all, the Hand of Heaven 
purfaed him yet farther ; tot t\io^^^ ^tet the 
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like of Eirgtivrlji Deceife, [he Inhabiiants of ^ 
Ghfsi procured bis Enlarj^rment, and carried him 
ivith them ro the Siege ol Tcurnay, it was only to 
hallcn his. End; for he was there flsin foon afier 
in a Skirmilh ; receiving ihus the juH Reward of his 
raonftroui Ic.gratitude, Cruelly, and Difobedience. 

Another Tnflatice of unnatural Baibariiy, fimilar 
heieto, and equally aHonifhing and produftiveof 
Horror, Js to be met with in the perjiaa Hiftnry, 
and is as follows: Sian^ir, theSavereign of Gtcr- 
gia, a fmaJl Kingdom lying on the Borders of tbe 
Ce/pian Sea, contiguous to Perfia, and Tributary M» 
that Crown, hid three Soos, Se.andtr, Tideg, and 
CoftanM, an educated in liie Chripaa Faith, which - 
is the eaablifhed Religion of that Country ; but the 
two jou.iger, for the Sake of Preferment, conlent- 
ed to be citcumeifed, snd turned Mahamilans, Tre- 
i(X entering into the Service of the Turks, and Cff- 
lanilel of [he Pi>Jiani. 

Thi; latter was naturally deformed, hut of fuch 
great Vivacity and Spirit, that, in ConliJetaiioa 
thereof, his bodily Imperfeftions were overlooked, 
Dor would ihey ever have been urged agaiiilt him. 
had he not afterwards IHewn himfelf more crooked 
in Mird than in Perfon. Some Time after his be- 
ing in the Service of the Ptrfiam, Shtt Abhas, Suphi 
of that Kingdom, being inccnicd agiinft (he Turkt, 
gave Orders to Aij Can, his General, to invade their 
Dominions; upon which, Cejiandel, who.'ashaiti 
been already obferved, wanted neither fjr Spirit 
nor Wit, thinking this a proper Opportunity ropuC 
in Pradice a heliifli Scheme he had laid, managed 
Matters fo well, that, af.er much Sjllicitaiion, he 
got himrdf JL]ined in CommiiCoii wuh him. 

The next Thing he contrived, was [0 get the 
Rout of the Army appointed thro* Gi-nrgit^ v<V«.x^ 
being arrived, undet ihc tpetms ?ift\s.w;t"i'\\i'a.vi . 
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he makci a V!G[ to his Pareni* ; and on bis 
leAalion, that he had only dilTembled in his Apof- 
tacy, was joyfully received by ihcm, like ilic re- 
turnirg Prodigal, in Hopes he would, in a (hort 
Ticnei be reconciled to hh Mother Church ; Ac- 
cordingly, ihe next Night, a Tplendid Enrcrt 
meni was prepared tor him, u hen this abandoned 
Mifcreant, tegardlefs ol the Voice of Nature, and 
■It the Tict of Blood, whereby they were united 
to him, caufed both of ihem, together with hii 
elder Brother, to be inhutnanly butchered, in the 
riidft of all their Rejoicing' ; and this done, he 
fpared no M inner of Outrages and Villanies, till 
he had compelled the Gcargiani to acknowledge 
him for their King, 

But this abominable Parricide was imrtrediately 
overtaken by the Juftice of Heaven, his whole 
Life sficrwards being attended with continual 
Misfortunes. Firft, he was wounded in the Arm 
by the Turirfi General in a Battle, which Followed 
foooafter,and which occafioncd the tocalOver throw 
of the Prr/dB Army; iben he was aDauIted una- 
wares, the I'jir.e Night in his Tern, by his enraged 
Countrymen, who cat a young Catamiie, his 
wretched Bedfellow, in Pieces, himfelf narrowly 
cfcaping their Fury, by getting off at the firft A- 
Jarm. And notwithftanding he, in Revenge, 
brought the whole /"rr^an Army into Gi»rgia, »ith 
a Rclbluiion tomalte the whole Country fcel the 
Weight of his Indignation, by eiterciiing all Man- 
ner of Cruelties upon them, yci could he not avoid ■ 
falling a Sacrifice to their joft Rc*engc ; ior, 
when both Armies were in Sight of each other, g 
Parley being propofed by the Queen, Widow to 
his lare Brothet , in the intermediate Space betwecB. 
them, at a private Signal given by that Heroine, 
he was fliot by a Party of Mufquetecrs, flsced I 
there ia Ambuw for that Purpofc. 

ThutJ 
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Thuiilid thii unnatural Viper meet with jutl 
ihe fame Meafure ai he had mcied to others ; a« ~1 
he had fallen unawares upon hli aged Parents and J 
elder Brother, fo wai he difpatchcd (uddenly, . 
without Time forKcpentancc, and without having 
long enjoyed the Fruiii of hii monHroui Wick- 
edoefs. Let ihofe who would avoid hia dread- 
ful End, avoid hi> dreadful Crimes! We (hall 
next go on to give a few Irillancet of Children, wha 
have not proceeded quite fo far in their Barbarity, 
and Difregird of Parents, but were nevenhcleli 
ievercly puaifhed for their Difobedience, 

A certain undutiful Son, having an old Mother \ 
^llen to Decay, himfelf being in good Circum- 
flances, grew at tall fo unnatural, thai, inllcad oC 
fupporting her, as he was in Duty houod, he even 
grudged her Lodging, and turned her out of 
Doors th'ice in one Day. Celling her, the laft 
Time, in a great Furf , that he would rather fes 
hi^Houfeon Fire, and reduced to Aflies, than ' 
fuller her to rcmato iWeia one Day longer. And ' 
according to hit wicked Wordt, fo it fell out ; 
for, that very fame Day, the Plamci leized there- 
on, no one knowing which Way, and burtit ii to 
the Ground. 

Another of the fame Stamp, would not indeed* 
for his own Credit, turn his aged Father into tha 
Street ; but, though he kept him under hit Roof, 
he treated him more lihe a Slave than a Parent. 
and grudged him almoft every Morfel he eat. 
One Day, above the reft, fonie nice Dainty being 
brought to Table, he caufed it to be conveyed 
away, and fome more ordinary Food provided, 
that the old Man might not partake thereof ; 
but he was fooa defervedly ponilhcd for his Un- 
Iciadoefi ; for when, after the Father's Departure, 
' I ordered it [0 be fetched again, on diking off ttas 
L t Co»cr, 1 



220 Of I he Breach^ ^r Obfervancc, 

Cover, he found it turned to Snakes and Serpents ; 
one of which faftening on his Lip, could not be 
got off to his dying Day ; fo that he was obliged 
to carry it about with him, as a continual Mem6« 

* rial of his Undutifuiiiefsy and could never feed 
^himfeU without feeding the Serpent alfo; 

Another! near of Kin td thcfe, was not only 
Impious' enough ond Day to life his Hand ajgainft 
the Author of his fieii^g,'but to drag the poor old 
Man by the Hair of hii^ fead to the Thrcfliold of 

'the Door; but he wa3 punifhed io his kind for 
this unnatural Adlion a confid^rable Time after, 

^ when hinafclf had forgotten it. Many Years being 

'^clapfcd,' and he pretty well ftrickcn in Years, hia 
Son, who was now come to Man*s Eftate, being in- 
cenfed at him on fome Account, not only beat him 
fevercly, and dragged him by the Hair of the 
H^ad to the Thrclhold, but drew him quite of 

^ Doors, into the Dirr, and there left him. Here- 
upon the poor old Wretch, reading his 'Sin in his 

'Chaffifement, recalled to Mind his own Treat- 
ment of his Father ; and taking Shame to himlelfi 

* with aching fleart, and Tears in his £y«s, ac- 
knowledged he wasbut juftly ferved, (ince he had 
dealt almoft in the fame Manner by his Parent, 
only that he had not dragged him into the Dirt.* 

Another cracelcfs youtig Man, not only treated 
his ancient Mother with tn^ utrooft Difre^ard and 
Difrerpe^i but ofed, whenever (he expoftulated 
with him, or reproved him on that Account, to 
mak^ Faces^ and to point with his Fingers at her. 
In Scorn and Derifion. But though thisin reality 
did not at ail hurt the.dd Woman, any otherwife 
than by provoking her, he did not efcape the Ven- 
geance oftjiat Go}, who hasfaid, ffT^tfo cur/eth bit 
Father, or his Mother ^ bh Lamfjhall befut out in tf^- 
/cun Darknefs. 

Accord- 
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Accordinply, one Time above ihe reft, having 
gtievoufl)' enal'jierared his aged Pareni by fuch Be- 
haviour, (he wiihed he might make j<jll fuch a 
Mouih ii he was then making at her upon ihe 
Gallows. Neither was it a vaia Wifh, Heaven ha- 
ving faid Jrsia thereto ; for, not many Days after, 
having commided a Robbery, he was apprebeaded, 
and condemned to be hanged for it ; and when he 
was upon the Ladder, juft about to be turned off, 
he was obferved to Ccrew up hii Mooth ia the 
fame manner, thro' Angailh, -as he had rrcquenil^. 
done at his Mother m Derifion. A dreadiulj 
Watning to s!l fuch ungracious yoathj, lo lake 
Care how they mock their Parents ! 

Neither are the two next InHanccs'lirs remark.' 
able, or leli inflmaivc, though ihcy are not quite, 
fo tragical and iliocking. A certain young Man, 
on the Arongelt ProteffaiiouE and Vows ol~ the 
tnoft unalterable Affeaion. and the moil fcfupi>. 
loiM Reverence and Regard, having prevailed on 
bis ancifnt Fath:r to part with the Staff out of hit 
own Hand, wiili a View of making his Fortune, 
was (or fomeTime pretty ohfcrvant of his Pro-, 
tnifes, fo thit the old Man did not repent his Con- 
fidence. But, on his marrying a iin: young Wife, 
the Scene foon be^an to change ; firft, his (reqvteni;. 
Coughing was ofT-nfive and djflurbing to her, andj 
lie muft be removed (artber from her Hearing;, 
then he was not cleanly enough in his Eating, and, 
iriiii not be admitted at Table : in Ihori, fronij 
one ihing to another, he was hardly ufed iD(j(^Jgi, 
Jng, Diet, and Apparel. ^ 

At laft, the ungrateful Wretch proceeded lb &r, 
that wben.his Father »<ked for Linnen, tie bought^ 
fiitor eight Ells, and giving the old Man haU, re-, 
ferved the other for himfclf > whith hciQg obfsrv- 
ed bybii young Son, a meer Child, who happenoi, 
to be by, he tgok the Cloth and bid it. Some, 
L 3 Time- 
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Time after, it being wanceJ, Enq^iiry was mada 
after ir, and at laft, when ii could not be found \if' 
any one, the Child wa< asked about it ; he prc- 
fently owned he h^d hid tr, und being examined 
■vihy he had fo done, heaiilAerecl (wheiher of hit 
own Head, or by a Divine Impiil/c, we leave our 
Readers to d^'termine) hi had laid it by fsr the Uf« 
efhii Daddy ivL.n he larnt la be old ; wliich (harp 
Reply, iho' our ot the Mouth of a Babe, tcuchcd 
ihe imgratclul young Man lb to the Quick, that 
ever from that Time, he Ihewcd himfelf more rc- 
ipc^fal and affeftionaie lo h\s ancient Falher. 

Similar herete, and equally pioduftive ofagood 
EfFeft, was the Home Repartee of another Boy. \o 
an tinnaMral Wretch, who, txcaufe his old Father 
wa; fomewhat nnhaDdf in feeding himfcir, provided 
a Trough to put his Vifluals in ; telling the old 
Man, that, as ht ale like a Siuiae, bijheuli he/trveJ • 
ni a Sitiine. Hii young San, feeing thia Trough, 
avked innocenily for what Ufe it was, and beip^ 
anfwcrcd, it wai for his Grandfather lo have hit 
Vifluals in i trhat, fays he, Daddf, v,uft I gil f^cb 
a en* far jeu "whtn you grotu old f Upon which it 
was immediately thrown away, and the old Man 
wai ever after treated with more Rclpea andKiod- 
Bcfs. Now, as we know the Belief of a Divine In- 
fpiriiion U pretty much ridiculed and laughed out 
«f Doof), in (he prefent refined Age, we fliall 
BOtinfift, that the Anfweraof cither of ihcfe Chil- 
dren were owing thereto; all we ihall obferve 
tliereon, ■>, that they had the fame good E.SzSt, 
siifihcy had been fo. 

To theft we fhall rubjoin two other remarka- 
ble Storicf, wherewith wc fliall conclude what we 
bavc to fay farther upon thit Article. A young 
Min, who had alwayt led a dilTblute Ufe, and 
who in particular had been fo undutiful and dtf- 
rerpeSlul to bis Parents, that be had drawn upon 
himrcir 



1 



I 




eftbe Fifth Commandment. 123 

hirnfelf their Curre, inflcad of their Bleffing, wbj 
noi long bsforc he feU t'ne terrible Confequcnce* 
of it ; for, going one Night along the Street, he 
waj alVaulied, on a fudden, by an evil Spirit, which, 
driving (b hard to fciw on him, chat he lound it 
preit)' difficult to elcape its Clutches, caafed him 
to malte a lamentable Outcry for Relief. This 
railing the Neighbourhood, who came to their 
Doors with Lights, he ran drrcSly to one of them, 
and catching fall hold by him, and calling ear- 
neftly upon Heaven, would in no wife let him go, 
tilt hit dreadful Enemy had forfaken him and va- 
niHied. Being then carried imo a Houfe, and 
romcwhal recovered of hit Fright, he took Sham* 
to htmfelf, gave the Account before related, and 
reformed his Life ever after. 

Another of the fame Stamp, having fo far given 
Way to (he Devil, that, bccaufe his ancient Fa- 
ther had fome Way crofled and angered him, he 
sras bent upon Revenge, took a Journey to Rome, 
from which he wis not very Ur didant, Kith a 
full Intent to put his wicked Defigs into Execu- 
tion. In hii Way thirher, he met a Mifi Jraife':' 
ling the Tame Road, with whom he foon fell into 
Difcourfc \ and who asking him the Occalion of . 
hi* Journejr, and being informed thereof, told him 
be was gfing on the fime Account, and delired 
they might be Companiuni together, whereto the 
other readily confeotcd. Being come to Romt 
then, and having ^rthcr agreed, to have not only 
the fame LoiJging, but the fame Bed, when Night 
Came, the young Mjn, thoughtlcfi of any Danger, 
•nd too full of Malice To commit himrdf to the 
Divine Proteftton, foon fell into a profound Sleep. 

Thij was the Opportunity Wa hopeful Feilow- 

Travellcr, who wai do other than the Devil in » 

Human Shape, wanted. Accordingly, he caught 

the poor llMping Profligate by the Throat, and 

L 4 cndcavouced 
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Cfldeavoured to ftrangle hira ; wh^eat the uofor- 
cunare Wretch awaking, and finding ^imfelf in 
Aich a terrible Plight, called ear^elily upon God 
iov Help, whjich was foon- tne/cifuliy fent him 
from on high i his Enemy being imipediately for* 
ced to quit his Ht>ld, and fly away, with fuch a 
Noife^that it alarnned the whole Inn, who thought 
the Roof would have fallen in upon them, the Tiles 
uttling down; in abundance. In cffe^, the Inn- 
keeper coming into the Roomt ^0 fee if all was 
&fe, found the unhappy young Man alone, an^^a- 
ther dead than alive ; wha'im^nediately gave him 
the Account before related, with Tears in his 
£yes, vowing, after this ^liraculous Deliverance, 
never more to be guilty of the like Sins. 

OurReafon For infertiog thefe two lafl Examples 
was, that tho* we do not, find the forfner proceed- 
ed any ^riher, than difrefpc^ful Behaviour to his 
Parents ; and though the O&nce of the latter went 
ro fiirther than Intention, yet did they both, nar- 
rowly and miraculouily efcape a moft dreadful End; 
leaving this ufeful and inftru^ivc Leflbn to Po« 
Oerity, to be careful how they are guilty of the 
flightelt Difobediepce to Pareats ; fince they may 
fee hereby, bQwfeverely even Crimes pnly iatea« 
tional arte punifhcd. . \. 

To fay the Truth, we have dwejt the longer oq 
this and the foregoing Commandment, becaufe we 
are but too fenfible, how little Regard i& paid to 
either of them by the modifh Gentry, of the prer 
lent Times ; and the Reafon of this is plain. ; man Y 
Vrho would (fart, at the bare Mention ^f Murder, 
Adultery, and Theft, thbk it no Manner of Harm, 
to' take the Air, make a Vifit, and chat, that is» 
goflip and. back bu^, over a Difh of Tea on Sun- 
days ; nor yet to laugh at and ridicule the old Folks 
(as they caH their Parents) and their mufty Mo* 
rajs, behind theii* Backs. 

Wc 
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could enlarge yet much /anber on the fatne* 
Head, tmr tbinit this fufRcienc; and ciit-retoie g6i 
•a CO the nCKE Connnandmcm. 



CHAP. VI. 

Of the good and had Confequences of the, 
Qhfervancs, or Non-Obfervance of tBi 
Sixth Commandmcnc. 

THouJhah da m Mardir. On: woald thmk the , 
Words ak this Comtnandmcnt were fo clear, 
a) not to want any EX[)lanation, and yet there ii 
har.lly anjf one more ^ric^oufly m i fund er Hood ; 
And the Reslon thereof is, wc are none of us wil- 
ling to undcrftatid any thing that makes againfl 
ourfcfcres ; fo that moft of usi if we keep clear of 
ciiiting Throats, fiabbing, fhooting, and poifoa* 
ing, or knocking out Brains, imagine ouifelvet 
very free from violating this Law. 

Greatly however are wc deceived : Did we ne- 
ver fully our Neighbour's Charijacr ? If we have, 
we are Murdetert. Did we never throw a Mat 
into Pfifon for a jaft Debt, when unable to pay, 
aod there leave him to pcrtlh f If we have, we are 
Murderers. Did we never force, tempt, or fuSer 
our Neighbours lo drink to Excels ? If we have, 
we are Murderers. Have wc never been guilty of 
Opprcffion, by fctewing People down in their Pri- 
ces, fo that ihey could not live by their Labour ; 
or by overworking our Children, or Servants, not 
allowing them reafonablc Kelt and RcfreQimeni f 
Jf wc have, we are Murderers. Ha^e wc fuffcted 
our Neighbour 10 periHl lor Want, when we were 
I, J ikble 
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able to relieve him \ llieD alia ire «« Mur- 
derers. 

Thele may be, perhaps, and wc doubt not, will 
be, Tcty difagTeeablc True h» co many , but never- 
tbeler* [hcjr are real Trmhi, and fuch Truths ai, 
if wcdifregaid them, will one Day con<Jenin uj, 
.and cauCe us co be placed amoogft the Goals on 
the Left Hand. What then Ihall we fay to thofe 
Purple Homicides, thofe MiNion-Murdercs, thole 
Soyal Savages, whom Hfavcii in its Anger, fewn) 
to have fcnt as the worft of Plagues, la be rfie 
Scourge of a guilty World i 

The King of Teland dies, Framt^ with Dcfign 
to make him afcerwaids Ms Tool, to over-run the 
Empire, fets StAniJlatu up, agjtoll bis own Will, 
to be a Cjjndidaie for that Crown, and procorca 
him to be elected by Bribery ; and bccaufe the 
Eropeior, tvhoforeraw his own Ruin in that Pro- 
morioD, endeavoured to obflrua it, by at! kwfol 
Means, bis Moll ChiJDian Majefty, in conjtinaion 
with fnmc other Royjl fianJiiti, invades bis Do- 
minions with Fii e and Swotd, fpreading Deflruc- 
lioQ and Dt-folation aiounrt him like a baleful Me- 
teor ; and when Great B'hain (.ifets her Mediaiioa 
to put a Stop lo fuvb diabolical Ravages, fte is 
told, the Mofl ChTidian King's Hotiour is bighly 
concerned tliercin, and no Power in Europe fliafl 
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Law unto him. 



So this pretty PunAilio of Honour cofts two or 
tbrec Miilioit! cf Lives.' Could any thing but a 
Devil incarnate aa worfef Bi.t tliat fuch Perfouf 
never think ierioufl)' of Death, aud a Future State, 
can he poflibly think this Excufe will be sccep- 
led at tic Day of Judgment f Hii Hooojr we 
{uppofe was likcwiie greatly intcrcllcd in promo- 
ling and (upportirg a Rebellion in thcfe King- 
doms, in favour of i f o/j^A PK;endfr, with the 
charitable 
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chirtiable Initnt la reduce rhem to a Dependuce- 
ever after a^n France, and to convert til the good 
People, by the wbotcfome Dtftipline of Fire and' 
F»ggoi t 

Hi* worthy Sifter alfo of Spai», dot to be be- 
hind uich liiin, and having a Couple of Sons, whont 
the had a Mind to mahe Ring*, right or wrongs 
(wherein Ihe was but too well alTilted by the Am- 
tniion of fome Princei, and ih« fnraiuaiion oF 
others,) withoui the Icafl plaulibk Pretence, id- 
vacUf ilaf/lt, Siei/j, Parma, Ptatt'tll, Saiioy, and 
Pitimenl. fhedding a Sea ot Blood, and carrying 
Ruin and Devaftation every where. But blinded 
aifheii, by ber infaliable Ambition, and more 
than Lutj/trian Pride, docs flie vainly think any of 
thofe empty Excufei nhcrewiih fhc coloared over 
(hofe unju!) Entcrprizes, will pars viih the jt/- 
ntighiy f Or, thit ihofe many Millioni, the Plun- 
der of her wretched Subjeflj, wrung from them 
tofuppon her nefarious Schemci, by being now 
bcRowed on her delulive and Haltering PtteAs, 
will be able to bribe the Judge of all Men, and ac- 
cepted u a Convnutation ? If Ihe doci, we fcar^, 
ttilhoui a hc<iny and fin cere Repentance, jLc will 
find herfelf grievoufly miflak'en. 

In effeft, one would wonder what Tuch Wretch- 
ci, who make no more Account of the Lives of 
Men, than of the Beaft* that peiifli, can poiSbly 
think of themfelvcs, if indeed they ever think fe- 
riouHyiOr byvirhal Rule* they goucrn theirConduft * 
Do they really imagine that a Diadem fanflifics all 
Manner of Villany \ Or, that thofe Crimes which 
would denominate any other Man a Robber, Mur- 
derer, and Kufiian, lofc their Nature when afted 
by [hem. and become Virtues ? Do they believe 
the RBik uUima Rtgum, will be allowed of by the 
King of King!? Or that Sic iioU, Jic Juitu, flat 
pTt Rathni Vshsfiu, nil! be accepted k a good 
I- Q Vizi 



Plea at the boiveDly Tribvinal ? ^ (^ne woiild af-' 
jnoft bp tempted j to think they, fancied- fo^ GnCc' 
otherwifc^ it would beimpoffible to account for^ 
their Actions : Ic would be abfolutely imp6ffible, 
wc fay, if they belkvad^thomfclvesbouQd by the 
fame unalterable, Rules of Truth' and jufticd aa 
ether Mep, {p reccfpcile any Part of thei^ Cqndpfl;^ 
therewith, they muft^crjainly.t^icreforcPhavcfome 
other Maxim^tio walk.by.'. \. ' / J* 

' Biit leaving thefe feds of Human Soae'ty ^Ifq^ 
Sting of their own :Confciences, whicll winfere^ 
]>0y furely nieet w^cn tjiem, and to the Supreme 
I^i/ppfer qf ^11 .Eyenls, \^ho even now" takes Cogni- 
at^ncq. of 9II, their Anions', and will* at the h& 
great Aflize, Jtt^^y m^|^e. Retribution to them ac- 
cordingly, iiythout Partiality,' or Rcipea of Per- 
ibiis, let 4)s now go on to confidtr fome other grie- 
vous Offenders againft this Law, who neverthelefs, 

. from a coo prevailing, though abominable Cullom, 
are apt to fancy tbemfelves intirely innocent in 
thisr^eiCt.^ W&have already fpen how crowned 
Heads, iipagioe thcmfelves privileged under the 
San^ion of the Word ^(Mr^^f, to commit all Man- 
ner' of Enormities, • not only w.ith Impunity, ancl 
without Blame, but even with Applaufe ; and we 
ifaall now ftifivf how» under the Cover of the fame 
Cafit Term, for they have thereby made it no more, 
a Perfon, who would take it extremely ill to be 
deemed a Cut-rhroar, Pickpocket, and Scoundrel, 
will be guilty of Adtions which give him a Claim 
moft juAly to every one of t^efe bonbdrable Ti- 
tles, and at the fame Time imagine himfetf a 
com pleat fine Gentleman, and confequently one 
whofe Company is-to be coveted, and whom any 
body may be proud to imitate. 

A modern Man of Honour thefi, is one who 
will draw you in to game, cheat you out of your 
whole Edace, by playing booty Matches^ flipping 

of 
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Cards, or by f»lfe Dice ; will not pay one juft 
Debt, butif fLied.infifti on bis Privilege, to ex- 
emp[ himfelF from ir i will debauch (he Wife ol 
his moft iniimate Friend ; fell his Country iar a 
dirty Bribe ; acd periift in [be msft palpable Liej 
and (bouM you only infinuate, bis beine wanting 
ciiher in Honcfty,. Tioili, Jufiice, or tricndfltip, 
would cbatlengc you, and cut yourThroai for (6 
doing. 

^pSVould it not efloniili any fcrioas Perfon, and 
~StIce bim fhuddcr wiih Horror, to tbink iach- 
Crimes at ihefe Ibould tic pcrperraied 10 a Coiin* 

try [hat h ca\hd Cbri/laii ? Certainly it would ( 
What then m'A it do, to hear what is really 
Truth, not only that all ihefe Enormities arc fre^ 
quently committed, but tbat the Scoundrel wliok 
guilty of every one, (hall efcape with Impunity, be 
applauded and valued for killing bis Man fairljr, 
have his Company courted, and be dignified with ihfe 
Charafler of a Man ol ftrifl Honour ? Muft it not 
make him ttembic for aCountry whereruch Abu. 
les are openly tolerated and connived at i Yet thii 
is the wretched Cafe of this once Chripau NaiiodJ 

If a Man will not bear to be told he lies, iho' 
he maintains the moft notorious Untruth, withont 
calling you to an Account for ir ; it he wiU not put 
up with the Name of Rogue, without cutting your 
Throat i though he rum in Dcbrout of Wanion- 
nels, with E>efign never to pay, and ruins whole 
Families i if he will defend the Charafttr of the 
poor Creature he has debauched, at the Expcnce 
of thcLifeot hit de^refl Friend ; ifbe willpuuifli 
with Death the Icait Infmuatioo of his having 
played foul, or being bribed, tho' both ate re5 
Faflf, fueh art one, let his Wife. Creditors, Friend, 
or Country, think what they pleafc 10 the contra* 
fy, will be uiiiverljlly allowed by your People ot- 
Fafhion, to be a Fcrfoa who knows the Worlds 
and 
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itcA a Man of uitblemilbci] Honour I Thus ii Miir« 
der, Rapine, and InjuHicc, with a Violation of all 
Laws Human ind Divior, fanSificd in a Kiogdom 
which goci under the Nameof Cbn^Uit. 

m ?iidet, htec O^prebrit ntbil, 
^ , £i did feluijif is' Ml) pQiaiffi 1 c/tUi. 

HaviDg now premifcd at much ai we thiric nc- 
ccflary, contctning the fevcral Ways by which ibi* 
Camfnandrocm is violated, wefhall nc^t Hicw btf||~ 
cautious we ought lo be ot irunfgrclTirg this Law< 
OD any Accouni whatever, even afier ibe grcaieft 
aa<i mot continual Frovocaiioni. Now noching, 
Rc tkitilc, can fti this in a clearer Light, than ihe 
Cafe of ihaiexceleiu P^Jticrn for all fiCLcedirgA- 
gti, [he R^Jal P/aimiJi, who bring ftiled In Scnp- 
itire (he Man eflir Gon'r iniii% Htarl, and bring a 
Prophet as well ai a Prince, may be reafonabi/ fup- 
Aippofcdto be fully acquainted with his Duiy. Thi» 
incom(afdble Pcrfon then, after having been the 
immediate Ii^ftrumetit in the Hond "f Providence 
of delivering bit Couniry, by the Death of G'' 
litib, not only from Ignominy and Reproach, but 
from cruel Bondage, inftead of being rewarded for 
fo great Service, law himfelf eitpofcd undefervedly 
to the Envy and Hatred of Saul, infomuch that be 
daily fought to kill him, and laid Snaru for his 
Life. 

But did DavfVthereforelbinb himfelf privileged 
to flay 5W /' Far from it; though it was after ibe 
moft icpeatcd Provocation*. Though it might be 
jultly faid 10 be in his own Defence, and though 
he knew the LoKD had rcjefledj'tiii/ from reign- 
ing over Ij'ruil, and had even cauled Samuii ro 
anoint htm King in hisllead; yet, when Gouhad 
delivered his cruel Enemy into his Hand, (o thai 
he might have ki:icd him with the greaieft Eafe 
and Safety, he only cut off the Skin gf bib Robe, 
and 
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iii repented e»en of ihai i and ttiis, at (he verjr 
Time when S^mI was come out exj)refly in Purfuic 
of bim, wtlh itiree Thoutind chofcn Men, fully 
determined to fliew him do Metcy. 

Now tliis wai after Saul had twice tliroiA-n fai's 
Javelin at him to fljy him ; after he hdd given him 
his Daughter for a Snare ; afcer he had lent Mef- 
■ti to li^izc him iQ his Bed i after he had harba- 
V murdered all (he Pfielis for only (upplying 
with Bread and a Sword ; in fhorr, after he 
Ffought his Death all manner of Ways. It m' 
evident therefore hereby, that if any Provocailonf' 
could be a fuflicicni Jufiification of our revenging' 
ourfelves on our Advertsrici, Da'uid wooid hdve 
been w.irr^nted in fo doing upon Saul ; but we find 
him fo f>T from this, thithU Heart fmotehim, and'* 
be wai Aung with Kemorre for only cutting o9 tha' 
Skirt of bis Robe, when he hdd him abfolutdy ia 
his Power, 

What then mull we think of iliof^ Men, who 
will not only make no Scruple of takine the moft- 
fevere Revenge for every flight AiFroor, b'lt being 
guilty of the greatell Injultice, Treachery, and 
Villainy ; and inftead ot acknowledging their Of- 
fence, and making all the Keiiaiation in their 
Power, if reproveq for it, will maintain ihcir for- 
mer Wickedneia by the additional Aggravation of 
murdering the Reprover ? MiiA not iuch Pcrfons, 
however they efcape Chaflifement here, c:tped the 
moft dreadlul Puniihment hereafier i Certainly 
they muli; and yet moft of the Duets (hdt are 
fought, arc on fame fiich Account i and many a 
Man, Whofe Wife has bcei. whoted hy the infi- 
dioui Arts of a treacherous Fiiend, has aferwjrd* 
had the additional Sii. f'ftinn of hiving hitlhroat 
cut by the Came, in J.'!!ilic;ition o( that enfrmom 
Perfidy and Wickediie;s. Man/ a"otic who has 
bcca 
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been cricked outj of an Eftate at Cards and Dice, 
has been afterwards deccntif ran through the * j 
Lungs by ihe Pcrfao who hai done i(, on ex- 
prefling his Sufpicion of foul ?hy. Such is che 
force of Falhioo! Such is the hopelUI Eflia of 
the Ellablilhment of a moR pernicjom and di^oli. 
ea! Cntiam, in difiince of ail iheUiaires of com- 
inon Scnfe, Kighi Reafon, Eqa'ny, and RtUg\oa1 

Bui, when the fame fenfelers Praflice (which 
d^ily expofes the Lives of Men of Family and Far^ 
tune to the Attacks of eireryUpliart, or Pickpocket, 
who can furnifh himfelf with a genieei Habit and 
B S\v«rd) prevailed formerly ioFrantf, whercbj- the 
Coramudity was freqiienrly deprived of the Servi- 
ces of its moll valuable Mcmberr, by the Hands 
of tbe moH worthlefs, Lctvh XIV. who, though 
our inveterate Enemy, mull be allowed [o have 
been a great and a wife Prince, refolved at once to 
put an End thereto ; and sccardingly he bound 
himfelf by a moft foleaiD Vow, made at the 5acra- 
ment, never to pardon any one of what Jiark fa- 
cer, who wi) guilty of ^ghiing a Duel ; and this 
Vow, which he kept inviolably to his dyingDay, 
proved an cReflual Remedy for fo great an Evil, 
and faved the Liyet of fome Hundreds of his bra- 
ved Subjtfts. 

We are very fond of apcing ihe Frimb ifl Things 
ridiculous, and it would be well if we followed 
Ihem alio in fuch a»aie laudable ; in fhort, as we 
prole's a purer Religion than they, it wcie to be 
wished, theWifdom of the Nation would provide 
iame cBeRuai Cure, for fo abominable a Piaflice, 
which lendi not only to the DtliruOion of the 
Lives, bur of the Souls alfo of our Cour.trymen; 
It being fcarcely to be imagined, ihat any one who 
13 ki l.d in a Duet, leaves the World with th^t 
Compofureof Spirit, and univerfa! Charity, which 
'' abfoluicly necelTary at the Hour of Death for all 

' , who, being in their Senfes, are defirous of 
^_ fccuricg 
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jting their evcrtsRihg Pmc^; ra+, as ihejr die 
[he aflui! Breach of I'he SiWfi Comma ndmenl*' 
being at leaft intintionslly, if nw'iidiually MnriSer- 
ere, there ii room for the mofl melanci.otly and 
ftrongeft Prcfumption of itieir eternal Mifcaif iage. 

Leaving this Point howevtr to thai great Dajf 
when all Secrets will be laid open, mc will go on 
to ])roduce fomc Itillances of the fata! Confiqucncij 
of tranfgreffing this Law ; and of this we think we 
caonot have a more remarkable Exitnple than ihat 
of DawJ. We have already fee" how very fcru- 
pulous that good Mm was upon thjt Head wiiH 
refptfl to Saul; and yet we find him afterwaids fo 
much off hii Gur.rd i that having been be!raytd in- 
to Adultery willi Bothjhthe, in order to conceal one 
Crime by anoiher, he is guilfy cf ihe barbaromacd 
premediiaied Murder olilie inncceni V'ith. 

But what w«i the Iflue of fuch enof mous Wkk- 
ednefs ' Did he efcape Punifhmeni 1 Far from it ( 
though the Lord, who faw the Sincerity of hii 
Repentance vai pleafed fo far to pardon hiin, is not 
to require hisLif^ yet did he vifit him with I'uch 
heavy Judgmer IB, aj, to a good Mar, were worle 
ihan DeatTi iifelf. Fifft, bis eldeft Son ^sas lulls 
ifier hii Siller Tamar, and taviflieih her ( for which 
her Brother ^hfaiom murders him two Yenrs affer- 
wardj in cold Blood. Scarcely hath Da-viii over- 
come this Affliaion, and re.lofed jh/alim to Fa- 
vour, when this unnatural Parricide, who was his 
Favourite, rebels againft his Father, lies openly 
With his Concubines, in the Sight of all Iji-aii, aud 
being defeated in Battle, is (liin by Joab, eomrary 
to (he esprefi Command of DaviJ,- who doated 
on faim : And tho' he did not live to fee the Death 
tS Adumjah, another of his Sons, whom alfo he teti- 
derly lovei', yet as he knew of his treading in the 
Steps of Ai/ahm, a,nA fetting himfelf op (or King, 
whereas the Lo rd had dtfigned the Crown for Sola- 
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MM, ha h^d a)l the Reafaa in the World to appre- 
hend that Ii« liltewire would die a violent Dcaih, 
And now would not all thete Affliflicns, one i)por» 
the Heels ot" anQihir, be more grievous lo an in-- 
dulgeiil Paiem a* Dai-id was, than even Death it- 
felfT Certainly they would ; and yet fuch, we fee,' ■ 
were thelicavy Infl.ftions of Goo upon thatexwU 
IcDt Man for ilje Breach cf this Law, though wc are,- 
told oF h'Ma ih^c he waa wiihouc Fault, except in 
the Uitier of Uriah. 

But we have no need to go fo far for Enamples of 
the fatal Efftfts of violating this tJommandment j 
fince our own Country, and our own Times, will 
furniflius but with too many, and (hew us how much 
in vain (hey Batter thcmfelve', who hope to efcape 
Punishment for fo crying a Sin, though they have 
no other WitDtfles iheieio, than the All-feeing Eye 
of Heaven J and of ihis the notorioui Caiherini 
Mayu^ wai a molt locking and rcmaikablc In- 
ilance. 

This barbari»u Woman, though blelTed with a- 
good Husband, who did not fuffer her to want foe 
«ny thing reafonflble, tm roc fatisBed therewith, 
becaufe £e had not all at her Oifpofal to fpend upon 
herLufi.'., reiblved delibciaiely to fend him out of 
the World, ciiat Ihr might then be at full Liberty 
to indulge herrdf without Rcftrairt with her wick- 
ed Paramours and Accomplices Billiigs and H'oud, 
la order bereio, 13 if her Revenge would not hive 
been compleat, unTefs (he dellroyed his Soul as wet] 
as liis Body, it was agreed between them firlk to 
in^kc him drunk, and then knock out his Brains 
while fleeping. 

Accordingly they did fo, having provoked the 
p'^or Man, by layirg a Wager, to fw^llcw more Li- 
quor than uf>ia',ro that he was quite flupilied, ivUl)> 
out any Remorfe they difpatched him, unthinluDg 
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■oy Harm, and unapprehenfivc of any Danger. 
in that wretched Condition. This done, in order to 
prevent a DHcavery, thofe hardened Ptcfi'gates 
(cparaie the Head from the lildefs CarcafE, and 
mangle the Pace in Tuch a Manner, that it was next 
lo an Impoffibiiiiy it (hould be known ; not only fa, 
but they cut off the Legs, AroiJ, and Thighi, in 
order to their being mote ea(ily conveyed away,aod ^ 
watching thiiir Opportunity, cirry off the Limb) 
■nd Trunk unperccivcd, UDdci Cover of the Night, 
to a Pond ac fome Diltance from their Lodging, and- 
putting the Head into a Pail, lug It as far as the 
Wont-jleplt. and there throw it ioLo the fbamti froin 
the Side of ■ Lighter, never more to rife in Judg- 
ment againS them, at they vainly imagined. 

They now fuppofcd ihennfelves fecare from be- 
ing deleted in iheirWickednefs, but bow grievoufly - 
were they milfaken! Firil, the Head isbtoughlta 
Light, and though hacked and diifigured 10 fuch a 
Degree, as fcarce to have any Part free from Cut% 
tifrer being expofed (or fome Time to the public 
View upon a Pole in St. Margarir'a Churchyard, il 
fufpeded by one of Mr, flajti'i Acquaimanee to be 
thai anfortgnaie Man'). Soon afcer (he Liinbi and 
Body are found alfo, though it a <juiie contrarj 
Part of the Town, and proved to belong to the 
fameCorpfe. The Woman and her Accomplice* 
are hereupon apprehended, and (he pretending he 
had kt oat early in the Morning for the Country, 
where he had a fmall Eltaie, to coUefl: his Rcnii, 
Enquiry if there made afier him, but no Newi of 
him to be heard : The People of the Houfe like- 
wife, where (he lodgrd, recollected that ihe Nighi 
before the Head wii difcovercd, they had beard 
People in fi^n't Room all Night, that they had 
gone feveral Timei up and down Siain, and opened 
and (hut the Street Door; add to this, that the Man 
bad never been feen, either in Town or Country, 
Snce the Moraine (b« faid be bad lefl her. All 
thefe 
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thefc Girrumftanceb concurring to prove he had 
been buttliercH, ihey were all three defcrvedly ' 
condemned ahd executed, fhe being burnt, and 
thcjr hai^gcd ; Billings and Wood confeffing their 
Wickednei's, snd declaiing the fevcral ihocking 
Particulars refating to this black Scene, which (hew- 
ed fhe was a molt hardened Monfler, and guilty 
nor ottly of Murder^ but Adultery, and Inccft. 

The next Tnfhnce we ihall produce of the fatal 
Confequences'artendatft't]6dn the Commiflion of- 
Mo'rder, and the Iinprobabiiity of efcaping Punifli- 
ment, however fecret Pcrfons may be in perpcrra- 
tiog {o nefarioilis a Deed, or however artful in 
their Defence if apprehended, fhall be that of the 
notorious Sarah Macolm, This hardened Offender 
was one of tbe Laundrefles belonging to the Item- 
fle^ and ufed likewife, upon Occafion, to chair for 
ibch as wanted. Accordingly it unfortunately hap- 
pened, by this Means, (he became acquainted with 
the Circomftances of Mrs. DtiHiomb, an old Wi* 
dow Gentlewoman, who lived in Chambers up 
four Pair of Stairr, together with an ancient Wo- 
lifan, formerly her Servant, but then fuperannu* 
ated-» and i young Maiden of feventeen who did 
hcrWoric. " 
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This Sarah Malcolm then, by being- frequently 
there, having obierved, and knowing the old Gen- 
tlewoman was very well to pafs, imagined it would 
bc^'no difficult Matter to make herfelf Miftrefs of 
a9] her Effects by the Morder of thefe three un- 
happy Perfons. The old Gentlev^omani "who was 
aboi^ fourfcore, was Bedridden, her ancient 
Servant who was (ixty, in a Manner hefplefs, and 
the young Maiden^ who was not fo robuft as her - 
ieify not capable of making much Reitftance, ef- 
pecially if (et upon unawares. Accordingly this 
wretched Inftrument of Satan, without any Re- 
morfc^ reiolves upon perpetrating thefc three horrid 

Mur- 
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Mardjers, which Ihc eScttcd hu iwo eMy :■ This 
done, atKi- hawing ranfackrd ihc Clumbers, and 
taken thence what (Ij^e thought proper, to prevent 
all Surpicion (he (hul the Door, whicU went with 
a Spring-Lock alter her, and contrived alio by 
[lie Heli) of a Siring, to bolt !t within Siilc. 

She now fancied herfeU fccure from Dcteftiori, 
but was mightily deceived ; ihe Divine Vengeance 
purfuing her, and infatuaiing her fo fdr, thai tho' 
Ilie had a fufficicm Time, (no Icfi ihjin tweoty- 
foar Hours) to have conveyed every thing awajr 
that might have conduced to her Difcovci'y, Ihe 
had not the Power ; nay, even af[cr being quc- 
Dioned concerning thefe Murder* by one of her 
Maftcrs, and two Watchmen heing ordered to take 
Care of her, though they were lo weak as to Jet 
her go, and take her Word for her coming again 
neit Day. (he was not able to ftir any (ariher than 
the 'rtm/i/f CflW, but remained there as ifchiined, 
(as indeed (he was by the Hand of Providence) till 
liich Things of Mrs. Diiactmi's weie found con- 
cealed by her in her Mailer's Chambers, as made 
it amount almoit to a DemoDJirad'on ihdt She wi> 
guilty s Hereupon (he was fecaied, and being 
carried before Sir RkherJ Brocas. was by him com- 
mitted to Newgale; not long after which flic fits 
tried, condemned, and delctvcdiy executed in [he 
middle of FUeijIieii^ oppofite to Misre Camt. 

And fo hardened wai this Crtmmal in her Wick- 
cdncft, that fhe perfifted to the laft. in denying 
herfelf to be guikf ol the Murders, whiLh (he 
would fain have faddlcd upon tinee innocent Pcr- 
fons, who, by all Circunilianccs iippcared to be 
innocent, and were accordingly ac^tiitied; But Ihe 
acknowledged (he was acccfliry to (he Robbery, 
becaufe a Tankard, md Moi.ey ol tlie old Gen. 
ticwoman's. being fsund upon her, were fufficicnt 
Proofi thereof, and woujd liave rendered lit;r do- 
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' ing ocherwife of no Service. As fhe ihui tntentl- 
ed ihererore lo have taken away ihc Lives of ihoJe 1 

three gtiilc'cl'i Perfons, and would have added T 
Murder to Murder, for aught chat has yet been J 
louod to [he contrary, and died with a Lie in herJ 
Alouih, il is much to be Tcarcd, fhc launched um< J 
prepared into Eiernity. 

AlmoH of ihe fame obdurate Statnp wa: 
Irwh, a Man who had been bred to the S 
afterwards lollowcd the Tr^idc of felling Milt, 
wherein, had he not given coo much Way lo his 
viciou! Inclinations, he might have lived very com* 
fortably. This unforninate Perfon, together with 
hii Wife, and a Gir! about ten Yeare of Age, ihcir 
Appreniice, lodged in the HouTe with an ancient 
Woman their Relation, who let out Money lo Ufe, j 

' Knd from whom they had ones fomeExpeftatiooi ; % 
but Ltnuii, who was of a furly Difpofition, an() 1 
fbmewhjt extravagant, having by fomeMcani dif- 

' •bJTged his ancient Kinrwotnac, (he made her 
Will, and left every thing away from him. 

This of itfelf provofeed him greatly, bat what j 
evafperated him ye [more, was that fbe had demand- I 
cd taacIcaVVatch fhe had let him have for foin«J 
Time in his Pocket, and dunned hitn for Tome Mo-'« 
fiey he had borrowed oF her, hut without any la- 1 
Centton of rcfloring or repaying cither, not ima- 
gining flic would inflft thereon. All ihefe Thingi J 
working together upon a Man of his morofc Teni'j 
per, he at laft ful&rcd his Malice fo far to get e" 
better of all -Senriments of Hamanity and RcligiDn,J 
that he rcfolvcd to be revenged of her, by depri^ 
ving her of Life, as he did accoril ingly, in thai 
Manner following. 

One Monday Evening when the Houfe wu cI^S'i 

nobody being therein but bimlcif, having provi- 

ded himfcit a Hatchet, he waited wUbin the 

Entry, 
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Entry, for her coming in, well knowing (he would 
not fail 10 be at hime before it w^s quite Night ; 
aniias foonasfhc hid ffept within Doors, and pal- 
ftd by him, it being dusk, he Rrucic her on the 
Head with the Haichet with all his Force : Thii 
DOT doing her Bufinersfoeflt^atly but that the 
Ihriekcd out, he iwifted fomc fmall Cords about 
her Neck to prevent her crying out a ftcond 
Time, and then with reiterated Blows quite dif- 
patched her. After all this Barbarity afted in 
cold Blood, fo little was he trsubled with Rcmorre, 
that he went (o the next Door to light a Ciiidlc, 
wiped up [he Blood with one of her old quilted 
Pclticoati,and dragging the Corpfc into his Room, 
concealed it there under his Bed, and with- 
out taking any Notice of what he had done till 
next Morning to his Wife, who was then big with 
Child, went to fleep therein very unconcerned. 
He now thought himfelf fecure from any Difcti' 
very, his Intent being to have crammed [he mang- 
led Body inti a Hamper, and To to have carried 
it a pretty Way out ot Town, and there left it 
!n fome Ditch, or amongft Tome Bufhcs : Accord- 
ingly, he had hired a Chaife far that Purpofe 
the next Day, on Pretence of having fome Hams 
to make a Prcfent of to hit Friends in the Coun- 
try, and was to have fet out very eatly that Night, 
or the Morning following, with his hopeful Lug- 

But hew much in vain does Man appoint, vhm 
Heaven hw determined to difappoint ! That vety 
Night \% he taken fo ill, that he is torced to be 
let Blood ; whereupon, not believing he Ihould 
be in a Condition to puiTue his intended Jour- 
ney, and being apprehenUve the Corple, mould 
il reniain any longer under the Bed, might by 
fome Means or other be difcovered, he retolvcs to 
difpore of it forthwith in another Mai 
cordingly, he prevaili on the Watchman, by giving 
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liim a. Shillisg tor hU Tcouble, to fetch liim a 
Pint of Wine from a puficular Ta/eta at feme 
Diflance \ and while ibcCoaft W3S dc»F, lugs Lhe 
dead Carcafe lo tlie D\K\i ai HocHiy in thi /Ai, 

'whith was about two Handi-ert Yards from 

.Lodging, and chete throws it in. 

He could not do this however To clcwrly. 
That he CuilcriftJ the iraiigled Head to hit againl 
Port near his Hoofe, fo that feme of the Brains fl 
thereon, and not only lo, but lhe Blood was pli 
Ij 10 be traced back to bis very JDoor, which th< 
Cirknefi had pnvenied bis oblerwing : It was no 
Wonder therEfore, tliat ncxi Mornirg when tbe 
Eody W31 found, nod Multitudes gathered aboatir. 
forocPerfon mure intelligent than ihe reft flioulf 
perceive chi<i, and mittrull that the Murder ha 
been commiLT^d li'.ere ; and iIibi on dei:laring bf 
Surpicion, the Kcighbourt ftiould recollect M; 
Rubinfia had breo tniffing a Day or two, nor yet 
(hat nolwithftdnding the Head't being mangled, i( 
{hould be known to be hcr's, ard that thereupon 
ihc Man with hti Wile and Giil Ihould be fc- 
cured. ' J 

But notwiihftanding all thit, and even choug^l 

the Marks of Blood remained in the Hoofe, na*1 

thing but Circumftances appearing agatnft him, he 

might fiill have efrapcd, had not the Divine Juf- 

tiee purfijed him. For the Girl, being examined, 

declared (what was really true) (he knew nothing 

of the Matter, neiihcr had heard any Buftic ir -■--" 

Houl'e, which was credited the more calily, bee 

he bad always been a crtjel Maftcr to her, Arippiqi 

her naked, and almolf flaying her upon very lighl. 

Provocations. Nei'bcr had theiext door NeigliHl 

boors, one of «hirh was a Baker, and up greatcfti 

Pan of the Night, been alirmeJ with a*:)' Noifei^ 

and as for the Marks of Blood, as he had a Vein 

opened, ir wii not at aH ftrange Tonic Signs (hereof 

fhould 
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Inald be Teca upon tbe Floor ; there being no 
Rvtdence «g«inlt htm, h« muft have been icquitted, 
hjd not the Hiiti ot Heaven inicrpofed, and he 
been judkial'y iaUcuaied. 

The Murder had been perpecrated on ManJay in 
the Duslc of tbe Evening, and he wis not appre- 
hended till the W4iiiiJdBy Morning ; he had [here- 
fore (ufficicni Time to have made awsy with everjr 
thing Ihiit could have coatribated lowardi difcover- 
ing his Guilt t but (o much wai he blinded by I'ro- 
vidence, that he had not the Power in all that In- 
lerva!, to dellroy the fmall Cords vherewith he 
had Aranglcd the poorWomsn, (bthat chey were 
taken out o( his Pocket, aircr hii being feized; 
■nd being bloody, with [omc Hairi lUcking there- 
on, and cxaAly anfttcring to [be Mark about her 
Neclt, they were of ihemfelves rufficieoc tu con- 
denn him : Whereupon then, and r.o\ till then, ha 
■cltDowlcdgedhimrdt guilty, and Hgned his Lon- 
teffion \ having before perfifted obttinately in main* 
t^otng bis f nDOCtncc. 

At the fume Time that thii poor Wrctgh, who 
Appeared to be quite ftupified, W3i executed for; 
thi-; heinous Crime, one of the Foot Guards a'fa 
fuSered,For the barbarous Murder of hii own Mo- 
tber, whom, on fonte (light Pravocation, perhaps 
far not Tupplying him with Liquor, when he but 
drank too muchbefore, he cruelty (hot through the 
Head, as Jhe lay in her Bed- He feemed Indeed 
very peniieaifor fo unnatural a Villainy, but all 
hb Repentance, however (incere, cookl not recal 
to Life that unfortuaaie Creature, whom he had 
precipitately lent out of the WorM, it may be in 
her :iini. and in her Blood ; a Circumftancc, 
which, if fcrioufly rtflcded on, muft grievoufly 
iRfbittcr hi«laf) Moments, and more than double 
(He Hatrorf of Death., Sucb ;ar^ the drcadtui 
"' W" o'^ t>'>B Breach of the Sixth Commandment, 
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\ Vtca in thofe who fiiffer the L»w, atid make (rf 

Jjert Aroiietncnt they tan for Co horrid an OlFenc^ 
HdiI what cncConrequcnces muft be in i 
we iremblc lo ihink on. 

Anoihti' barbaroU! Wrecch a; Csventry, who b 
I hgouiof Bufinels, wai ahafitably taken :' 
k iloule, end kindly eiKcrtained by an ancient V 
•rifi his Relalton, who lived retired tagc'hcr 
fcer Neke, requited ail their Goodnef] by villaB 
I mifly murder. rg them, oii!y bccaufe they had r 
I Alfed fupplying him wiiii Money, aCCOrdjti 
I'Wi extTavag^fii DmiBnds. Sii preralent is c 
I Wl on erery infling Oecafion wirh lome People.ki 

binile Scfupic do they make pf ftitflding tnt 
rsiood! But when Divide Jjltice tfve.fakis l ■■■«£.« 
I Which it newr fails to da, and theyjre oilUe Piiift | 
I «(tttff;riiig for their Wieke<fnefV, = ih hawfd.Jftreiif J 
I < Light do they fee Things, though it u ' 

AboaCthe fame Time, another "Bariiened MilWJjS 
int. coming to a lone Alehoule in Si-Jp.):, took chtf^ 
I Opportuiiiiy; wlitfft the Mailer wai bufy i 

Stable Tubhiiig Jo«n andcleaning his Horfc'i 
\ e upon hjm tinawsri;!, and cut hi» Throat frije 

\ Bw to- E*"", after which he bjichered me [ 

rn, who lay lick in BEl;' irtd Utn', to cttrtipISJ 
■IVagedy, milrdtretl th^^iitioce''^ Servihi hjif 
iplutiJered the Haare:' 'Bin Divint-ye'ngcaifl 
__ in ovtriook him/ 3ni'"he wij'appteiif'iidcdj'i 
I ieBiiied, and deft'rved'iy eitenited-: "T'ou'mild e 
I Afliment 'for (o birb^-foas atrd comv^lic^.trd -a VilJ 
[.Jtiny ! Bot w.i.'t will -ot ihecurliclThiril' tf Gojf 
I ttfnpt iome Proriigit;! to perpetrate? 

I tlAnotheF' inhuihah Villain belng'-pli'a Hi-VryWjSI 
Brf^h. and drteritrtVitd tw miikt: hil' (forMiie^^ilfl _ 
iAi^ 1ilii*i ItiyMi,**Wiih''teR(r-o;tftr'Wrtt^?y . 
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fteCareol wh^ch i;e W .s iniruflcd as Mile, and tj 
mur'crtbe Mailer. snJ turn Pj r^te. ArJ fi),|ifnf 
was ho on ihii Wit;lt«>-n-fs. ihai aiih. ugh ihc p'jOf 
Man, who l>ad been p^ftitularly citil to, h*m, oa 
perctivrng their De()gT', ffcaped from tl»m, and 
ran up inio the Poretop, Irom whence lie"ploa(3«| 
bacd vfiiU ihem all, and with :ia Wc^ erpeciallj^ 
(oGve hii Lif% piomifing in that cafe (I'ol to hujj 
?ny of them for tht Robbery ; yet was he lioihijijp 
m^^ed with hit Piaycnand Intrcaiies^ Biid !eaf\ajp- 
left the Qther» Qiould, was impatient till he w^i p^iif 
led da.wii and ,buichertd. But be did not Joi|^ 
enjoy the Fruits of (lit Viliainy, being fooii apprl^ 
hended abroad, and fenc over to iuWcr cbnaign 
^unilbmcDCj.af iie i^iii ^ccoidio^ .at, S^iuiini' 
D<Kk. ■■ , '.'■>', 

At the Tame Time tnd Place, two other WrctchB 
T>l)o dad Vibarouflf murdered their Captaiii, while 
fleepiug in his Cabbin, were likewifc brought to 
Juflice, and that very providentially ; for 3 young 
J,ad whow.iited oo the Capiaiii, having expolb^ 
Jai(!(l with (hem on account of their lohuni^nicjf, 
ibey ihcte go^ng 10 Teive t><rn in tiie liitae Mianttm 
'but the. Boy tjlting 10 ^is Hetli, rat) to (te Ship 
■Side, and leaped overboard, and fiv^m for bii i,iffl: 
■Hereupon one of ibem darted a (harp Knife at 
.bjov, but happily milTcd liim, . The MifcrcaRts wcJI 
.kno»vii>g if be, gpl fife 10 any oljicr Ship, ih»- 
• flioi.ld. be apprehended, and puniiWd for tiieij;,ViI- 
-lany, purfued him in the Boat.; but fo good' ^fs 
,did the Lad nidice of the Start he had of l^em, and 
io well was he affiftcd by Heaifen, th.^t he eft^pgl 
fron [hem ; and acquaioriDg the ,Itl^fters of [qi^ 
.ether En^lip VfflVb, thai lay at fomc Diftanw 
from thente wjih (his Tragedy, they were Toon fc- 
, Cureii, and lent home CO be made Examples,. 

Two otheT.Wretchei of the fame Staips^ Brp- 
~~ boih by Birth and in Iniijuity, noi content 
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with Murder olooe, muft make [heir Diversion of 
what ii moft sbhorrcnt to Hamm Nature, arrf 
fpori vriih Mifeiy ; ucordingly, mteting with tb* 
Pollboy near Lrnculn, chcy llojiped him, forced hirf 
to blow his Horn, anJ t^en, teliing liim it wu hit 
Death Peal, cut both hij Throat, and that of hil 
Horic : After which, not being iaiisfii.'d with (fail 
Barbatii^, the/ alTaulced a young Man, abom ninel 
teen, and robbed and murdered hun in the fatnt 
Manner. They then thought ihemfelvcs fccuf^ 
there not being any Wirnefi, as they thought, t^ 
this Tragedy; noiwithllanding which, ihcy wen 
fcon alter apprehended, the Murders fixed upda 
then, and defetvedly cxecoced. o ' 

As 10 Sailors however, their being guilty of A^ 
of Barbarity, is not fo much iol>e woncud at'i 
the Education of luch as arc bred to the Sc^, the 
Boifteroufnefi of the Element whereon ihey arccor- 
veifant, the lilt, e Time and Opportunity they haW 
for the Improvement of their Faculiiu by rcadinj^ 
or religious Wotlhip, ..l coocurring to infpire fhtm 
with a Roughneis peculiar to thai Set ol Men, whick. ' 
it but too apt to degenerate into a favage CaR oif 
Mind : and as to fuch as generally inlcl) the Koad^ 
Rtid rob upon the Highway, iheirown Safety. joiS-^^* 
ed wiih their vicious Inclinations, muft be a %tdL^^— 
Inductmcnt lo ihern, to murder ihofc whom ihnr 
rob ; and if ihcy are at ail of a cowardly TeiB»" 
per, and appreheofive of being difcovend, they co*« 
tainly will CO To : But when fuch as have had (Bt 
Advantage of a b:t<er Intiruflton, and a more citia 
Ihed Converfition, fo far diveR (bemielTe» ii 

'all Humanity, ai to Ihed the filood of a Fe iotf< 
Creamre dehBeraiely, it muft ilrike every onewHh' 
the utmoft Aftanifhmcni and Horrorj and yet hcftr 
many fnrprizing Inltancei have we htd of ftidit 
Barbarity of )>te Yean! Sj greatly are MankM 
dueneraied from their original Pu<ity, tad fo virjr 

'Ihol ttt they wh«a left to tbcmfclvci ! 

'■' Of 
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Of ihU we had i. tncknchoty and Ihncking Ek- 
cmple in G:l Smith; an unforiunale Wretch, wha 
having been bicd an Apo'hecary, may be reafon:*- 
h\j liippofed to have hid a tolerable Education, 
and [o have been well inHruded in hit Duty ; 001- 
wicliftandiKg which, (o ht did he give Way 10 the 
Temptations of the Devil, and his own wicked 
Heart, ihaC witlmut any Remorfe, and to cold 
Slood, on no other Account but lo procure himf<;lf 
■ Sum of Money to fupply hi> Extravagaace.and 
fpend upon bii Lulls, he dccoy.-d his poor Wife, 
■n agreeahte and deferving young Woman, iolo St. 
Gtafi't FitiJi, late n Night, and there batbaroufly 
boichercd her ; fondly prertjminf, that bfCavift 
thrre wat no Witncrs thereto, he (hould efcapePa- 
Bifhmcnt. But he found bimfclf mifetably deceU 
Ted, for he wai apprehcided foon after, and ib< 
Murder fited u^on him to a Demonftraiion by fe- 
veral concurring CircumftancF); To that, notwiih- 
fiandirg ht o'lllinaiely pcrfill' d in denying hii Guilr, 
■nd avouching hit Innovcncc to (he UD, ihe Jury 
were ful'y coivinc^d, and he juftly condrmned and 
executed ; dying unpi:ie.', unlaniennd, and uaivcr> 
ially abhorred by every one. 

Thus we may fiM evidently, however (ecret tha 
Murileier miv b> ^n pcrpeiraiing ihai horrid OF> 
fence, ihe All-lceirg Eye of Heaven, which watcb- 
Ciall our Steps and Motion*, will Infallibly iraca 
litm on', and bring him to Juitice : And ofthii wi 
had another rem^rkab'e Inflance, much about the 
fame Time, in ih- Prr'nn of ilie Fortmar, Gtorgt 
Prill, an unhappy Wrtcb, wSo being a;fo guil- 
ty if (hefattte db.<mjnab'e and dcielUble faSt, wai 
Iikewifc ditiroveicd, and broughr to condign Pa- 
sifKment, chough he had taken ill ttiiaglnjblc Pre- 
cautions 10 fecure himfelF. tn aider tothis, having 
told that unfortuna:* V;aiin his poor Wile, that h» 
had provided her an excellent Place in the Country, 
be decoved her out of Town with him in ■ Chaife, 
M 3 »• 
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as far as Hovkjt.mi Htath^ taking Care not. to arrive 
there till iiivaB cinrk s chea driving a little oiit o^ 
fbc Road, ?pii4)s.- her down,, aind .fafiens a fiope^ 
about her Nc*ck^ and rpund the Chaifc, and /o- 
putting the BOrie on, ,dra|^ed her in that Manner 
jibout a iloWdf ed- YardU* and afterwards inhumanly^ 
<mt'her Tkroat, and there left her« 

H&then fimcied himfelf f»fe from any Fear of i 
Diicoimrir^ but to bis great Sorrow and Terror, foon^ 
fbiifiid' otbec|wift : The poor Woman, who had a 
iia6reribrjebodin^'of Mifchief, having cold fome of 
llrfb^Aoquaineance, that /he was to go into the CouiH, 
#r)r svici her Husband toaService, and having ne« 
ftrbeen'-fieenafterwarijs^till (he was foun<i mangled 
ispon thf Heeuh.: In ihort. it fully appearing by ma«^ 
Hy concurring Circum^v^fff, that he was ;he Mur- 
derer, he wa8'^(ervedlytcj^demned| but efcapeS 
Hangin^^, by dying in Ne^t40h ^ ^^^^^ before the 
£)ay<df Execution. 

■■ What was remarkable in this Affiir, wa.% tbaC 
btfore his Dearth, he not only conf^fled his Gailt,| 
as to this Particular, but alfo that he had poifoned 
two Children he had by bis Wife; and t'is he had 
tfo'ad with a View to his marrying anotherWoman^ 
Who lived in the fame Family w>th him, after ha^ 
iFing difpatched that poor Creature, had not the Jaft. 
fftee of Heaven overtaken him. But this was not all ; 
^txe was likewife great Reafoo to believe, that hit 
Wtfe h^d been privy to, and confenting to tha 
Death of the Children, with Defign to fa ve Char- 
get, Ibe having . been fo far prevailed on by her 
frklced Husband, as to take forcing Medicine% 
itfien pregnant, in order to procnre an Abortion 4 
befides, it was almoft impoffible the Children 
ftouk) be poifoned, and (he not know it. This t>c- 
ing the Cafe, it wai no Wonder the Hand of Pro. 
vidence fliould porfue her, and fliould not only firft 
permit that very Husband, to pleafc whom ihn had 

con- 
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confented to fuch execrable Crtmei, to be ibc In' 
flrtimcnt of its VenROjnce upon her, hut then 
bring Dim ilfa to condign Punilhincm on that very 
Xccounr. 

But, though wa ihink the Interpofition of Hea- 
ve.i very vifiWc on t'lis Occafio", we cennot help 
being of Opinion (howc«er others miiy differ from 
ui) <hat it W8> rather more evident in the Cafe 
of the e«er- memorable Capiain Piriieai. This un- 
happy M.in, whom wc taonothelp belie Ting guil- 
ty, not only of one, but of many barbarous and 
premeditated Murders, and who was accordingly 
condemaed foi- the fame by the Liawi of his Coun- 
rry, W31 nevCithe'cfs fo flrongly fiippoitcd, aiui 
the Affiir(o raifnurahly tciire.'c ncd by fo me very 

f;rejtPerroi,(whi> were 'julIo ibtcrtly unwilling to 
ofcfo .ifcfJaToolofl-ovcr) ihat the late ex- | 
celleni Q^ieen, who was thu^n left Guardian of ihe I 
Re..lni. in (he Abfc-ce of h;r Royal Confor', and 1 
who, no doubt, wouid have been the latt Peifoa 
lining to patr'>5!ze or protcfl a deliberate Mur- 
derer, WIS prevailed on to gran; him a Reprieve 
fr fix Wetk.. Thi. being preruroed to be ia 
Older tD h's being prirdoned, an Affoeiarion was 
for'red to pteve.ut'ie Bffefti thereof and the Popu- 
lace taking Mpnn thcm(iUe>, tl>e Adininift.ation of I 
Jiiftice. d-cw him out of Prifon, and hanged hin^ .] 
Ill the verv Pfa« where he had commiiced the I 
aforddid Mardeti. I 

Now, our Rcafon fir imagining the Hand of j 
PfOviJeitc concerned in the Execution of ihi* 1 
Min. it, hecauf'c (lie Royal Ear having been pre- 
poaeffed in hia Favour, no oiher Way jemame-J of 
doiiiE J Jft'ce upon iiim , and notwiihUanding aE, 
Icatt fofiy Of filiy Perlbn* were engiged in [■utiing 
him to Death, and feireral Hundred.', if not Thou- , 
fands were preftnt thereat ; nay, noiwiihftanding a 
GonliJctablc Reward, no IcA than Two Hundred 

M 4 Poundtf J 
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Pound) Sitrl. (a Sum which will go a; fat in Seal- 1 
imJ it itio Thourand heic) was offered fo( di'co- 
vering and apprehending any of the Patties con- 
cerned, not one could ever be found out; loin- T 
violably did every one keep Sccrefy, and io gc- I 
nerally were the whole People of S^/Zoii/ perlua-. ] 
dcd, that he iaflcred no more (ban he juffiy de- >] 
ferrcd. 

Another rematltafele Emmple of hrt Years, e 
the Incerpofilion of Pro»ridthce in ihe Pur.iflimeiil 
of the Breach ol thli Con.mar dmcnt. wat in ihti 
Cafeof ihai Dohap^y Gentlem^Jii, Commander nfx 
Man of War in King'i RuaJ m B>ifti/,*\\ii, fuffer-: I 
tng the Deftre of Revenge to prevail over natural j 
Af&Uion, fo far gave Way to ihe Devil, ai pre- ! 
mediiatelf to contrive ihe Murder of his owo Bro- I 
thcr, and even was a 5|)e£tdtor ihe'eof, withou^ j 
any Remorre or Rclentings for To horrid a Crimsi 
And we think iTiere it fufiii:teni Bcafon to believe, i 
the Hand of Ileavcn engaged therein, bc.aufe | 
iheie Wis not the lead Probability, according I 
all Human Appearance, cf his ever being brought ' 
[o Jijflice for the Tarre. Tbc bloody Deed wai 
commiired aboard his own Ship, where he had an 
abfolutc Power, and even in his own Cabbin^ 
wherein any one who prefutrcd to euXr wirhoui 
bis Petmiflion, wai liable to be fcvercly cbaftifcd. 

To dare force info the Room, or to lay hold on 
the Captain, was an Offence puniftiable with Death, 
and any one who endeavoured it, was in great 
Danger of loling bis Life in the Attempt ; iw~ 
I^ailon with drawn Cutlaflci (landing always ai rh 
Door to prevent it : Nay, even the proj'cfing (o t6 I 
do was highly rriicinal, and n^ight nave fubjefied I 
thcPcrfon to the fame Penalty; fo that it w " 
highly hazardous even fo much as to mention i ^ 
and wiihoat Help it could aot be elFcded. No- 
.bing tberefore but the plaincA Proof of lb bar- I 
* borout J 
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barous a Fa£l, could hive made an^ one run ibe 
Vcniure ol lb bold an AStloa ; and th't wu fcarce 
pr^ic<ble to be got, lincc it wai not lo be imt^ 
gined, (h«f, in n Place where he vin abfatutc Mi- 
ftcr, he would lufiir any one to be prefcni, b;;fidcl 
the Kuffi^ii) who pirpcirjted the cruel Deed, and 
hiiiirelt Providence, however, fo ordered Mat- 
ten, ihar, not with Handing all thefe Uil&CLiliiei, ihs 
Trucli was brought to t'ic Light, the cicarett Evi- 
dence, ivcD ocular Demonftraiion obiairied, and ' 
not only the t'apiain himfelf apprehended, but hit 1 
two Accompli.ei, who had been fent alhore, n I 
order (o their gelling away, were Teized before j 
they could make tbcir Efcapc, and all (brce dc I 
fctvedly executed. 1 

Neither were the Apprehenfion ofJamnUalliixi 
the M^.rderof kit Mailer Mr. PcKHy, and of Ma- 
thfw HtndtrJiH for ihat ol hb Lady, Mri. Dalrjm- 
pit, bo[h ot which bloody Deeds were committed 
by ihcmfclve- alone, no oi'C c.fe being privy , 
thereto, \t:f- remarkable Inflinces oF the Imer- 
p'^fitiono Providen<.e to punifb the Breach of this 
Commandmeo'iand bring fui.h barbaroui OSendera ' 
to J <ftice,fiact both oFtheruUDha^yWreicbci had 
fuffi K.il ime lo have ni=dc iheirErcapet : But the 
lat'er jf them eftiecially wai 'o, in a more pariicti- I 
Id r Maimer, hiving been rjve:ted,a^ ii were, and 
chained diwn la the Piace by the Hjnd ol 
He<>veB.fothar hebadnoPower loftjrtrom thence 
liHiie waifecured And it is iarther obfcrv^ble 
ol ihii unfortunate Criminal, that, notwichflitid. 
ing he m idc the beW Coti peniaiion he was ahle lop 
hh h-i5ou> VVickcdnefi. by a free Conic fii an of i 
his Guilt, an>l b teeming unfeigned Kcpeatancetfi ' 
that uve ctidritaby pre'umv trie tit& of hii prer;n{ 
State, yei ciic Hell hccomioaally bore about with ' 
iiim i« hiiowiiBofoin, intheSiings of a wounded 
Conlcicncc, Wdi To ujto'erable, that the mnfl gnc- 
Tout f tuifh.iicni the Malice of Man could dcrifc, J 
Al 5 vould. J 
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ifeoald be more eligiole, and far Itfs excruciating I 
ftie Agonfcfl of the Mind furisaffing infiottiBly any 
Mm iliat can be iBfl.£led on the iody% 

' Tocenclude: Norfaing fure^y can betrer ihe# 
liow Htrle Hope there is of efcaping Chaftiement 
f6r this Stn, and how odious tt is m the ^iight of 
Gt>», than what has been affirmed by feveral Att« 
thors worthy of Bel ef, vir\A not at all give:'- to Sa- 

Crftttion, or wonunijh Credulity i namely* that 
Jus (bnoecimes wrought a Miracle, fuffcring the 
X>ead to appear again, a^d even to bear Wienefs in 
Court for its Di(co?cry, and bringing the OSen<^ 
ders CO juftice In effir€l, f hoagh we are very far 
ourfclves from regarding every idle Tale, and do 
sot believe one Story in a hundred that is told of 
Apparitions and Spectres, being firmly perfwaded 
that thole who dtrparc in Peace are too happy to 
leave their bleft Abode on every nm,le Errand, 
luch as to fcate Fools and old Women, or to amufe 
the Vug r; and that thofc who go me contrry 
Way, are too ftri6:Iy kept by tke De il (wno it 
peiha^s the only J ilor thai can peirncr be cor* 
rupteo »>or deceive ^) ro he let ^fe by him on any 
idle OcCdfio ; nocw th?*an'li»g this, we fay^ 
fre will not b'' pv>(itive, ihar on fuch AocoUntf 
as the Difcoveiy of a horrid MtKder, or prevent* 
ing a fignal A6i ul Injuftice, thjt Piovidcn.e may 
not fuiFcr fuch Thrgs to hp^ew, as areofbe-^wlfe 
contray to ih Cou'f of Nature: At ieaf^, vie arc 
fore fu. h Cak» as the ^etcding and p» n-ihing 
fwth Vi«la»'ies, or the P evemion of injunous 
Frauds, and Concca mc* ts of 'a^red Truft*, ro the 
Hum of hclplcfs Ini.oc nrs^ arc n.ore worthy 
the Intcrveniion tff an 1 nn»hty, beneficedt, in* 
finitely juft, and mi rcifu- Bciig, th:?n any otlieit 
for whicn Cjhofts ad ^pc^.^res have been freqoenr* 
lyT.ippoled to appear Pafs wc on now to the Se- 
venth Injuudlion of the Divine Law. 

C H A K, 
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»' C H A P. VII. 

Of the good and bad Confequences cf tBe' 
''Qbfir-vancf, or Non-Obfervame of tit 
2^eventh Comtriandmenc. 

TBiH Jhali xm ttmmi AJ^litr}. What S e»< 
pielli' 4Fid l>;er^lly lorhitrffn by this Conii"^ 
Hand^^icn , nami-ii', the impute Embraces of thai I 
Hu>bj d or Wife ^i nur Neig'hbour, if wc af©* 1 
fiiift'c. or >ic6liiig our uwn MatrMgc Bed if we are 
inth'; 'itatc ol' W.dlock, tnuft ne^ilTanly we thitlfc" | 
he uoilerfltjO'l by cvcy ore ; thoMgti lorry ari 
10 hy it, rh re i- g'ejl Rcsfon to fear it is very 
lie reg^rdtd £>y (lie Generality of Minkind; 
efpccisi y Jtninell I'erfons of Dillinaion, orthoTe 
common'y cA ca the £fitu MonJt. 

But, though this is certainly the literal Meiti- 
itig of tliis P'rei.e()', ^ny one who fhouW imagine 
ttiete uaa a.o «tlici Way of vioLting this Liw, 
Ihw by ihf ttS j| Com i> ffi n oi that Sin. would 
be moH Biicvoufl/ milt..kci>: For, rot only iftu^l 
Fornic-Clon i* alio <oni pre hcf.ded under ihii Hcftd, 
but all kiiidi i.f 'norriiiirtie Luft, and confcqucni- 
ly InceD, Sudoiny, and.B::Hiaii y are likcwife iti* 
eluded ; rtiid (hi', ii'ufl be cvideni to evety conli- 
d^iv.< Per t..., liiite the forme 1. worfe i han A.^y!-. ■ 
ti.ry iHeK, and the two laner no: on.y n e abo-, 
iilin4'.i.c iImii either, but ag.n.ft NaiU'c, a;id lUL-lr 
SiniBj d c.* d&» Fire from Heaven Uebavefai* 
n"i:ii' g i>l RjjCs, becaufc ih.y muft tome u dcr 
tbe Head of Affulierj, or Foiiiicaiion. Neither' 
h,)i^\ hII, fuf >U £clf-f oUuiiop, R y icCf « hiL h faj 
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fca^on otlhc Secrefy wherewith it may becommil- 
icd, we for, ii bjt too much praftifcd smonglt 
young FerleDs ot Ikoth Sexcsi (cfpectally in luctt 
Plac-s where a greai Number of them meet to- 
eechcr, as in large Boarding-Schoob, «m1 the likc^ 
ii equally loTbidtten thereby. 

Nay^ ef fuch great GHtent u tbu Commind- 
nenr, there i> too grtac Rearop to believe, that 
Icdfcc a Mm or Woman, even of the molt raa> 
deft, we may almoft add, fcarce a Boy or Gitt that 
ii )jalt fifteen, bm who hai been guilty of tranf- 
ETcIiinj; It. For, what fays our Savioar > Ifb^ufver 
/Mitti an a tfeman l» mjt aftir her, baib csmmiiud 
Aiidnry toiib htr already in bii Uiart Who then 
can wit>? their Mouths, and fay rheytre free? A- 
gain, all obfcenc Difcourfe, even luch a) is called 
am..ngH the Gay and Polite, dauble Eiitcnirti,ii\i\<S\ 
aregeiieally tfleemed, evenhy Women ol Rcpu- 
laiioo, not only to be innoceni Mirih, but evtn 
irit'y and entertaining ; all Tinging of inamodeft 
Songs or even hearkening to ihem with Pleafure j 
with all tending lafcivioug Booka, or gazing on 
filthy Piflurei, and what is yet more, all indulg- 
ing unclcjn Thoughts is likcwile forbidden by, 
and a downright Contravention of this Law : 
Who then can plead Not Guilty f 

Bur, neither ii thii the whole Extent thereof, for 
all duelling or dancing. To ai to provoke Defiie, 
with ^11 wanton Glances of the Eye, as alfo all 
rich Wines ftimu ating Cordiali, and luxar' 
Diet, and ahove all, <ih beirg the Caufe ot evcrjr *'J 
Vi'-'eail Id cier», and indulging our Eafc,afeTrant'^ 
^reffiuDi of the fan-ePiecept. What then murt we' 
•dink nffjur ptcieni I'dlhionable Ladies with their 
9ir/' dt MtHtmi. andenirrnous Hoops f>i<cr for the 
iiage thsn noHeft Women? Whatofmoftof our 
Genny and NihtHty, with their Viper Winer and 
Snthf, Cr3/-6fli 3oH^t, sod other rieh Saucw »nd 
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? In Ihort, what null we think at 
Minkiad in gcncrul ? Why truly, ai the Scripiurtf 
faith, xiiM ibiy an ail gme aflraj^ Ibty art all a'l. 
gtlbtr htctme filibf \ ihert ii mat that dtilh GmJ, ntf 
ml tut. Such then being the great Extent ot thia 
Commandment, that no one can fay he Ji clear of 
tranfgreHing It. and (uch the Pronenefs of Man- 
kjpd to Callaniry, as Whoredom and Adultery 
are now modiflily called, thai it is reckoned ns 
Stain in a Man's CharaAer, efpeci^illy it he be i^ 
Fafliion, and bcg:ini to be preiry much overlooked 
in the Udies, the moll likely Way we can think 
on la deter ihcm from this fojirevdlcnt, To bewi chf 
ing a Sin, is 10 let before their Eyes, in a flron^ 
Light, the dangerous Canfequencei. and nidiiifett 
" ' I, generally attcntiaai thereon. j 

f thi<, «cre the ScHpture regarded now. a dayi, 
need not a more conviacing Proof than thf I 
fordi of SaUmti, a Prince who was not only the ) 
Hifeft and mofl enperieticed of alt Mankind, but ] 
wa) alfo ciiviDcly ioipired. It cannot be fjid there* 1 
fore of fuch a one, that he did not know the [ 
World, for thii would be an egregious Fallhood ; 
he not only knew it better, but had indulged him- 
fell more in al) manner of Vanities, than any 0110 I 
who comes after him can ever have the Opportunity 1 
or Power of doing. For what Account doei ha I 
give of himfelf, Whai/^'vir mUt Eyif dtfirii I kipt 1 
tiotfrtmthim.l'Wilh-hiUniilmf Htart fram aayjsfi 1 
Fir rny Heart rijmtd in allmy Laiaur, and ibii lAiai I 
M» PartitH tf ell mj Labsur, Now, afie 
Experience, what faith this wife Man ol tiie Beia* 1 
*io,ir. Subtlety, Wiles, and iniicing Ways of H^r* 
lots and of the dellru^.ve Conlequeace» ( " ' ' 
ing after them \ 

)oes he not declare plainly, tbt hipi tifafirati^ \ 
liftman drop as an Htaif Camb, anJ btr Aleutb A I 
IKlirl/" iba» Oil -, bus biT E«4 ii iitUr o.i Wntk 
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he, nmpiw Ay Wi^farfr^m bir^ andcomi not migk.' 
tke Jharofbir Hntft : Ufk tUu giv$ tbim Honour 
tmfo 9tbtrs , and tby Xlutrt ifnto tbi Cruti l^efi Sfnm •, 
^i h fiiUd witb tky if^eshb^ auithy Lcdiou s be itt^ 
ilHL U9¥j!iAfa, Stronger. jfMft tbou 0¥>¥r^ at tbt laft^ 

l>efcvipliQeM)i«reo^.,th4r pei^rudip* of Ucajifa^ 
ibd Wealthy of Sqi^y Mid S|«ul, t^r are rhe nq.. 
Cflflary ESe^s of j;Hyraing fuch vicioua Courfes f 

^.And yct| in gnofbcr Place, he u rather more 
cxpreffive ; for, fpeakking o^ 9 y^ui g. Mao, ly.hcr 
had been weak enough to iiften to the (educing 
Tongue of onc( of ^thoic ^tful CceHtar^s, ^jf. i6 iftr 
mHfb/air Speiebjii^fSt }:ki^,Jbe <aufe4 ffim tp jfeUj^. 
with tk^JUitterii^Qf bif Lkfi Jhe for^U bim. ^9 f^nA- 
gfitr^ bit fitait^'Wfy ds an Ox gottb to tbe Slaughter^ 
frasaF^olftbiC^rfe&iontftbiStoJts: TtU a Dur$^ 
firike tbrQugb bis l^iv^r^ ai a Bird b^flitb tg tbe Sn^0^ 
f»djm^efb mi ti^ it is frr bi$, jdtff. H^ken unto- 
t9e% naw ibefefmi.%iXyii CbiUren^ €in4. fi^^ A tb$' 
iyvrd^ ^ my M^M ■. ,Ut Mot tbiuf Jiutr$^ incUne U\ 

isfi duvm maftyJ^eumdedi y^a^fneuty^KffHig Altm ba^t^^^ 
iienJlM by beid tier He^fit $4 tbe ff^aj /« JtIiM» g^ 
V^ defwu t$ thtCkamkers ^DMh^ 

.. With iacb ^ Lively pi&iire of eyidc^ Ruia he^ 
fore oitf Eyes k'ltiiQic »ftQi<ifbifig».tha|c,any^JJ4«iv 
ftould bediAMtn away byiuph Wonj«i».? .lii|K9i«!U|» 
vbrn.we daily (do every. Part oftha Aqccuoc vtrfi-i 
fied iu ourouD Streets. The poar ytMipg Man 
l^ho went into James Day\ with one of his Piycn$|. 
•od was there throwrt oat at the ^VinUew* aad-ilar- 
b^roufly murdered hy 4^in» -ondoabcpdiy t^oMght 
lnjaniM xcry. .iaie^ ia a narroir AJi€y» mi^^^ lb* 

oppolitc 
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«P|Ktfiie Ncigliboiin mighi have fcen aid hcani 
every thing that palTcd i bui ncvcrrhelef) he wai 
■here miferabl)' buichetei), sad tent out of (he 
World in luch a Coiidiiion ai no ton liil crate Pcr- 
jbn would b: wi ling to die in : Add aainbeileft 
other melancholy Inllanires of the faine Kind 
tniglit be produced, befide: Hvindrcd^ nbichi ws 
fcir, are never brought to Liglit. 

And if fuch are tiie Dangei of following com* 
mon Hario", in whom no o'lc cso tUim a Pr"per« 
tjr prclerable 10 another, we may be well alTirecl} 
from the eery Na'uie of Tilings, ihdc invading iha 
Bed of another mult be yci muie )'» ; accordinglyj 
the fmne wi% M^n diclarc", ihat Ifhtia anmifltiA 
Mtlterj *iifb a U'ainM /atiiti Undfftmiding ; im 
limt Juib il di/riytif> til o-uia SsuJ. 4 Waund and 
l)ifb*iteurfiallbtgn, a-u/l't Jtefirsteijbjt/ nuiemiin 
ftdtn\,„y For Jinklify is I he Ragtffa Mat, tiurt-i 
fire hi laill sol /par* in tht Day cf Ftngtatni. Hf 
<ciJi lit rtgarjanf Ran/tm i ntilhtr •u;iH bt rift AUi* 
MW, thtugb lieu gi-vtji many Gi/u J 

But feit'og Religion for once afide, and fuppo- 
fing no Dinger were to be ippTchcnded to our 
Squ1>, from I'licb vicious Pranicci; and f'lppofii.^ 
^Ilo Men coiiM be allured iheir Livci woula be in 
bafety both from any violent and Iccnt Aticmptf 
agjinlt them, thongli quite the Rtvctfe i> iiuc, arc 
there no oti>er Incoavcniencci Co be appiehcodtd 
from fui:hdiff4iuteCoutles> Yei lurcly, and ihc/ 
«F facli a fhockag Nature, aa might be alor.eiut- 
Ikienc (odetrrany conTtdcrate Pc;l'>n Irirm ihcm. 
For let any one Hep into our Horpii4i,aiiiI conicm- 
platc the niilerabieiipefl^ciei tie will liiere meet 
with o( thole unhappy WrctchCe, who are dying 
by Inches, a Nuifaiice ro lhemfi.lv»,and all around 
them, and let him then fay wheihc/ liiefc Martyti 

impure EmbfatM. aic dot grcjtcr Siifferen thjii 

«bo die in tbcCouxo^ Honour, or Keligibn, 

ftiib^ut 
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without having any of ihofe ComtorK Mhich fuch 
J'erfons enjoy in rhofe Motrcnti, ihat are co,".- 
fcioui to ihenrelvci of having done well I 

^ Again, let him remove the Scene from the Hof- 
picil] to our Goals, and t»ke a View of (hofe 
WrcEL'hes whom ibtir Debauchery haj brought 
ihiiher, and when he feet them pcriQiing Hiih 
Hunger and Cold, eaten up with FiiihandVcimin, 
and unpitied and unlameated by all, even oJ their 
Fclbw Prifoncr:, he bim by hit Hind upon hii 
Breaft, and fpcak impartially, whether any tranli- 
rory Plcafurei, that can be ledped from any uit> 
lawful Commerce, are not much too dc-rly bought 
by fuch ciuel Suffering!. Wc have now coaC. 
dered the Calc, eiidufiue of the Terioo of another 
World, or the untimely and violent Deati> we may 
reafo' ably cKpeft in this i and if it is lo fliockittg 
even in this Light, what mull it be when both tha 
other a)moft unajnidablc Judgmenii are Ukcwi^ 
put into the Account ? Wvj wc not then truly fay* 
that the Drv-i ii a hard 'Mafiir^ antl that he givci 
hti meji/uiit/ul DruJgti vtij/ad H'agis t 

In effi:£^, we might reafcnably chink what has 
been here (.rcmifed. would be of itftlf fufficient to 
prevent any onc'i engdgijig in fuch Servici', and 
prefuming to contravene the Laws of htz> i^rcal 
Creator, cfpecially with refi^xA to ihii Commund- 
itient : However, a we are but too fenftbic ihefc 
Truths cannot be enforced too much^ inculcated too 
often, or impteffed too deeply on the Hckiris of 
Men, we will now proceed (O give Tome n^elan- 
chol.y arrffhockinf; Innincei, what K^vagcs. De- 
vallarions, and Ui^folatian ibtt fi.igleVicc, as hatm- 
leG asii it*gcnerally reck'jned by the Gay anti Po- 
lite, hai ciul'ed in ihe World, a moft Irom ike ve- 
ry Begiu.-iig theteof. 

W^abwict Fruit, for Exitnple, did tic Iran* 
licDt 
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nt Plealure enjoyed bf Sbechem the Son of Ha- 
\r, nhen he raviOicd Dinah, Jacoi's hit Djugh* 
ter, produce ? Did it nol cacte the micr Defola^ 
lion of liU Country 1 Did fo much h one Male itf 
the Ciiy efcape the general Mafficre ! And wcrtf 
nor all their Wivei and Little Ones led into a mi- 
ferabic Captivity, after being plundered of theii* 
whole SubOance ? Was not himfclf and hia Father 
involved in ihii univerfal Boin ? And wai not 
this after his haTing voluntarily offered all ihe- 
Campenfalion in hij Power i nay, even after he, - 
and ail hit City had not only agreed to be circum-^ 
cifcd, but hid aftually tandergone that painful Ope- 
ration, and confented to become one People wiifr 
the Houfe of Jacoi F What worfe Ruin, what mord 
confummate Mifery, could Fire, War, Claguej^ 
Peflilencc, and Famine, have occafioncd i Sucti 
verc the terrible EiTedi of unlawful Lutt ! 

But this TnHance, melaneholly and (hocking ai 
it it, is neither the only one, nor ihe worlt thai 
Sacred Hillory affords ut, at the dreadful Conff* 
qucDCCs of chit Sin; far what were the h'>pefu[ 
Fruits of (he abominable Abufe of the Leviiei (Jon- 
cubinc by the Men nf Gibtah f Did not tni> fingld 
KSt caufe the Slaughter of abnve fony rhoufand 
of the ChlTdreii of ifiad, bLfidet the a'molt Exiiu 
paiion of the Tribe of Benjamin, and the (oia< Dc- 
ftiudionorihofe vileWrcrches who occafioned thii 
drejdful Calamity, the Men of Gihiab in particular, 
with their whole City, and all that were therein t 
Who that readj ihij Account will c«r bt perfwa- 
ded to think lightly ot a Sin that ii attended with 
fuch dtfmat Confequencc) I Bat before we leave 
ihii Story ii will be proper to obferve ihercon,' 
that the Woman thus abufcd, wai not only Concu- 
bine to the L"Oite, and not hit Wife, but alfo s 
Concubine, of whom we are eitprefly told, that fhc 
had played the Whore, and confcquenily waifaKe 
to him. OnE would have been apt, therefore, to 
tbtofc. 
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think^ thai if ihe abufing any one were pardonablqi 
ii would bave been Tuch a one, and at leaS, thai g^ 
would have been Tome Allc»iarion of ihe Crime^ 
(fi&t ftff >**> a looft Woman, but we do nor IS :i3 
(b^;, efcaped (he bccter for that ; tlie Exceft of 
the Afauiu cried out for Vtngcantc, (he Sin wai 
■he fame in the Eye of Heaven, and was punifhc^ 
accordingly '\a ibc tertible Mdnner before related. 

, Should we now maJcc a Tranfii'on frotn ricreJ 
10 propltine Hillory, we JhaU ihcte find ihli. OK 
fonce to ha\'c been attended wiih the iarrc Kofvil 
CoB!equt;niBS, aqd ihat.amongll aPfOf le abToluw- 
V i({nwaiitcf ihe true Gdb, and inltre tra'ger^ 
to this Div ] fie Liw. TfacfamogjTen Yfa'iSi'ege 
oittoj, fo celeb'ated in Storv, which larii.lhc^ 
ti^tatr Willi a Subjea tor ihe fineB Poem ih r »af 
ever penned, said whiLh ended with the mttr Dp- "■ 
flruaionof thaio cHofry City, a. d he :o'j1 Ei 
lermMtTioHo'tticT'y^aFeapJ'', wai Iblely y»ii)g t4> 
tbis riiknoui yi<¥. , Tiic R^pc of. the beauteouf 
HlltM by ?4fil/. and th; Profedtinn giMO by hu 
Fit 'er.tlie loo ind»j^ijt Priawt to the infam uj 
AdulrM-cf ard .lYlubccefi, mvclved the whofe Na- 
(ibn n n* eniifiiaimare Mifeiy and Del'^laiion, at 
if a.deftrpwngAofiel 'laJ hwn '(tu atsongfl cheis 
10 fc'tter'aG-imtuificd Piaguct > ^ 

, To c«^ic down |0 later Timet, and even raouC 
(»w(i Court, y. we fliall [here fiivd the fame hopefi>( 
Fruit to i.ave been prodiiced from ibis forbiddtf^ 
Tier, dto' gh ir wd.< not attended wiib fuch' uticJ^ 
Ruii. 1 And ihi. i^u in the Reign of Hcnij I'C, 
•ne cf the moft powerfal Mouarchs that ever Tai^ 
up'>n the Enalijk Throne. Thit great Piioce, hag^, 
prnning u- fo'ivoaccly lO fall i)i Love with thi^ 
be -oreoi^ Xcfamtal, Daugl.Kr rt> the Lord r/ifW,f 
■nd having lound ihcMearisto win her to hi»£in*t 
b>acei,hii Royal Con[(H[ tbehaiighiy £/«inj;r', wha 
could ill beataPafUcriuiicrBvd, gcUtug Notice 
, . ] ibcicori 
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Thereof, it noi only proreil a continual Soarce of 
Diltord bciween them, but vas the Oicafton of 
the Lofi of miiQy Thoul^ndi ot Uves. For that 
high-fpiriied Prineeli never ceifed l» ftir up 
her Sons to 'c^cnge her Quatrcl, by deibroning^ 
their FMhrr ; which their owti Ambition making 
iFieni tc'dy enough to do, ihey wcrcconftinlly re- 
fa';. ling againrt hrni, and being I'upponcd by Fraacr, 
fotnf tunes brought hii C'own into imminent Dan- 
ger ; And though by r^fon of hi, great Alulitiet,i 
he cotilljntly got the beiccr oi bit Enemies, ycE- 
was it not without many bloody fiatilc» toui(hl 
aNroad, and many Infurtedionf Kith Difficulty, 
lappreffrd at h^me, thiit he prcferved bimfciru^a- 
iheThtone. 

Sych were the dFHruaivcConfequencM of even, 
a Monarch's giviti^ Way fi iffliU'c Embracer at 
this Nat:an ; .^nd much rooi c ruinoui aU the lame 
proire in the Kmgdom o' Spain, where it wat [hC' 
ipiTicdiateOccifinn oFthe Subverfion uf the Gmiic. 
Line, CO the Lois of ma iv hijrrttrcd ihour.id. of 
Lives; and the remote Cit'H- of (he E^labliQimeot 
ofihe df.adful Cuuit of Iqifinon. to ti^e da^Iy 
butchery or many UundretJ- more, iid the pel- 
petual ler.or of j.l good Cfe-i/Zci-, Ir: tffoa, 
this remarkabl: Event, wdieh i^nll nie i.i'iu of; 
fome Miliioi',9, and ii ■■ 11 I'rob'hiliry »il! daily oc-i 
ealioD the Sbugh'cr >>f many more, wn tticblefif 
f^d Frul's of (he rdvifliini; Count Julian ■ Djughi- 
ter, hy Roderick the Ijft ICi ig nfch.-GwA/. So tru*" 
Itihjt Sjying of Ovid; D.Uranl R^tt, pltatMur 
Jtbtvi. 

Ahet fuch terrible Eitamplei of the fevere Pa- 
nifiimenis infllded by Heaven for the B.each of 
the Scvrnrh Con >mird 'neat, it may Teem in a Man- 
Ber {uptrKuoui ce cite others ; n^^verthelefi as -wc 
are moll apt to be afie£ted withfitcbThiiij;] ashava 
happened ia our own Timefi and pcthapi wilhm 



i6o 0/;^^ Breach, or Obfcrvanee, 

ourowTi Knewltdge, we will idd fome few, which 
not only have come lo pafj within the Memory of 
moft Men now livirg, bul which, as nil the Parrioi 
Coni;erne(l were Perions of Fafhion and DillinAion, 
•nd fomc of ihenvof the firll Rank, made no Ut- 
ile Noife in the World, and were for fome Time' 
tbc common Topict of CoaverfxioD. 

The firft we Oiall mention of thefe wai a beau- 
tiFul young Lady in her full Bloom, advantageoLfly 
married, had fhe known wben {Wt wai fo, to a 
worthy NobLman, of fuilable Years, and a large 
EAaie, who w4g Infinitely indulgent of her, und 
placed hi* chiei Hjppinefs in the' Enjoyment of 
fo lovely aSpou'e. I'liu* beloved by her Hosband,' 
and in Tnll PotTrlTinn of all iiiai an nonrll Mind 
could defirf, or this fublunary World afford (O 
compleit her Fclicirv, one would have thought 
flie had the (aireft Ftolpta of pafling her Dav« in 
fweet Tianquiiity, andenfiing her n>orial Courfe 
with Honour ; and indeed fuch might have been, 
her liappy Lot. had her Virtue and DjfLreuon been 
equal to he; Charms. As they were not, however, 
as fhe unfortunately (uffcred herfelf to be drawn 
iwaVi either by giving W^y to the infidious Ad- 
(Jrefles of an unworthy S;diiccr, or by letting loofe 
the Rein to a vicious [-clinaiion, fhe fdw thisblifs. 
ful Scene changed in a MoniL-iit i fell from the 
He-ght ol Honourand Il-.^pioefs, to (he Depth of 
Mitcry and Dilgrace : and fhortly after d ed of a 
broken Heatr, in 'he u'moft Obfcnrity, without 
lheComfar[ of a (i icle Friend to clofe her Eyes. 
Soclofe didihePDnilhment follow u;'on the Hcell 
of the Oficnie ! And fo feverely did Providence vi- 
lli (his Breach of the Seventh CommaDdmcnt t>poii 
thii beauteous Frail One ! 

In efTeft, we think it evident, that the Hmd of I 
Heaven was concerned in this Affair, hy quite inf*-- 
Haling tbc guiliy Couple, dace, had either the 
vrctched 
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wretched Ladjr, ot bcr treacbcroui Parkmour, pre- 
fcrvcd ihc lealt Difcrccion, iho' they liad for^icca 
their Honour and Hooclty, their criniinal Com- 
merce might long hjve beta carried on without 
Surptcian, and, at the worit, ic could only hare 
ieeni'^iftmrted, butcould tiewr have been dctec- 
led. her Galium being under Ihe very Roof with 
her, liai'iDgiiifiiiu.ted himleifinto theNubleman's 
Favriur U' dcr the f^cioui Maib of Friendfhip i 
a Ci:ciiinfiance which coalidciribly :iggravaictl bU 
Guilr. 

Bi^l fo blinded were thit careleff. Pair by their 
unbtialcd Appetirc, Co void ot «ny manner oVCtm- 
duf), that they not only g'Ve appare.c Roum iar 
Jealo'i'y to the very Servani*. but even.piit iloutnf 
all doubt, by fufferjrig ihcm to have ocul r Dcmon- 
flration. In Ih"", lo unguarded v.ee ihey, that 
fame of the honeftUomeliicki.noi beii^g^b.eiobear 
the feeing their Loid lb opealy di(bono>ired, ven- 
tuTcd 10 acquaint him with this (hocking; Secret, 
arid even procured him (he Mean* of being con- 
vinced by his own Eye], and ot furprizigg them al- 
■ moft iu the vciy hH. 

The immediate Conrequence of tbi» was, tlie 

poor Lady wa irflanily (eat away in a Cnacb 
and Six i and her o«n Father rerufing lo receive 
her, Wds forced lo take Shelter at a Mid- 
wFe'i, bei g then big with CnilJ, and v-^ry near 
her Time j wbce haying luffi^ieni Lcifute to rc- 
fJea on ihe Ruin and Igiiorainy (he had impru- 
dently brought upon herlcif, abandoned by all her 
Friends and AcquaintanLC, vifiih ,he I'rofprft of 
nothing but ihe utmoft Mifery before her, (he 
foon fell iuio L.bour^and died, together with her 
Inlatit, iTiortlv aft T, with' only ihi. ureichcd Con'b- 
laiion, thdt flic did noi loije furvive the Lofc «( 
\et Honour, F i lends, and Happinc ft. 
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::AttiMfoi hecTlle Paramour, who had wtdcej'l 
ly Bixdc a italc of [he latred Nan.e of Fr:endfliii 
to pfrpctraw his JBfdmamDtfigii. andfprtad fndl 
-RtuVand Dtblaiion through a noble Family, VeA 
gtJDCC lihcwife fpwdjly overcock hirr; fof 1 
Lonlibip huixg profecutid tim dirtfily, ard ti . 
iClitninal CoB'.mtrce' being plain!}- poorei/, he Wliifl 
foiMd to i!/' his Counirj-, bjtcly leaviRg hii'Baif Di J 
,tk« larch, ko «void''p3yrng the Fine of TenThott. J 
;(uuL Poundt, iqipoTt^ on him By theCourt, orcn^jl 
ing his Life in i Goal. ' ' 

li .WkinTitch Wtrt'che drejidful Corftquences t 
-dw/Vioiar-on of' ifciB Law l6 rhis uhh.jppy L^'djl 
-iwho iF Vouth itrut" Bcxucy could havt ' 
;admitt<-rt iaa be)- EKiitftfor fjch ' an Off 
-won'd have -niM with ' a'' mitder Fjte ; ' 
■eiilier her high St..tiiJn, not affluer.t Circuri 
crs, could e)iemi.ir Ur-from falling it.so tHe utmoft J 
llitififfJcB'^<iI>igrate-,-crf,e^ would Ojvc rfi'iugi " ''" 
. jnslaliChoty'Cltfc Would hsVt [erJtd a^'aWa 
-.Wall hot- fkT,-K' !,iH}id ihe like currliijMisldf 
Jb'V"fffil''ai« ppof' w-ei'tlid Mor'tahj 
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. 'e blinded by puf he dftrong loJ 

|llBati«nj 'JhaHt was sot ver, long liefore'acOtJija 
n of DiftmiSion, :h"iigh notof/qiiai 
tjl'ttl hsrlelt (6 ifre (anic Dai^E^r, nrnoe 

n Tow .Till;, ar'd (cW mo fte' ... 
■ ird Irfjluy, ntid though file had ^yi 
-i^scd Lixtt'tofaivivr iter HushanA, (i/Jvo vU i^i^ 
-^taroufly fl.urdertd hy a near Rcl^uoiv) fo ibst t 
1-Once moreUw herlelf rsftored to Afflitnce 
lohet M'lntJ , or her jplen id Equip.ige, could re^ 
ve her Chfiraifct, or procure hi r one ctcditaUt* 
mat"[anrf. In fliorr, Ihe w-s ndaced W ilpii 
tchi-d A lerdhiive, ciiher to haiw no Compuiy J 
li, or to aicept of any Underlings, wJw,. jiot 
ing iiny Credit to ioff. Were conient, for iht 
c of Good Living, and jiunting about inaLati- 
daui 
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dau, CO be f'ecD abrb^l with tier. And fb« hai 
ihii lartber conAanY Mortifica(ian> whenever (he 
appettc6 %t any ofihe Piiccs of public Retort, (» 
f«e ihetfeif dtfpilitd and fhunned by all People of 
Famit)', -Bid m be laughed Briiipetnttd at, tt^ittet 
WfCti'lhif hflpcflit Agnail' flic itiainniritd for Att iei. 
faaodsPitilaTti', Whcitvai -Aity tame. 

Now ihiJ, ons would fhlnli, ws» a Candiilon, 

which, to any Ptrfon of a liberal 'Edacauon, inj 
any Spirit, wwild be WOffe [hin Death ) and ystfi 
Ijtitc do w* take Warning by the Exani|iU .tef 
Mherei fo Bpf are WB toikiwr ourftHci Ajfuli 
Ihall cbmaott !!«(«+, "fhM,-n(rt^Ki^ti}> VusVs^ ahe^i 
■nd even while the former was labowring- unct«f 
Wanrsind In/iimy, anolhtr, the Lady of a Kdroher, 
bl'fli'd wj'tha vaft Eltate, giving k Laole nf'her^Li. 
ordiraie DtrircEi-CKpoted boftif hk<i«vile lo be the 
Subjedrot- Mirth and i>erjfi"n i&every polite Tea- 
Table -and'AlfeiftWy r;f Or fbtb' it thfr hard' Pawof 
tliele' UKAttiiPlflle WrtWbt?, ibai ihey at> fcbfcQ 
ever Jiitiid bfany- otit; erpceiftllj' of ilicit itiwA 
6tx, wd (tiat CvEiii|ti<;h'iiB a«e gutty of I he ftine 
tae^tftiotntf, and perhapi in a grekier Degree; if 
they h\ye bad the Dl.crerion, or good E^'ertune, 
to avoKt Dileovcy, »t* fnre to te ioLJdc(^ in tha 
Ou'itry agaitiit thcm,.in onJtr- to cover ibeir owtt 
Pwiliy, .,nd flloia';Sif*Jiciw>'. '■ '.1 

•^ But, cf all mo'^amseing tvBifhe{'jll«fB ytima 
i;ady of Qiialiiy; inry Wayr'accufijliiftediide' 
lC«!(>ded f.oWalnag'KKe ot ilobe Anccftofi, .fof- 
ftfled ef animmehie Fortune by Inheritance, itiJ 
Arufted 'in every ' tl>iiig< that'eould render- her 
■gri^abhP and idnHrctlr ' Niil.to onawa a>l, oiar- 
ned to a Nublcman of ur.blemilliea Honour, .■oiiuio- 
able Yedr^, of the firll Rank, and M^Ber o( 4 vaft 
fiftli(r.)-'"W'haV«<>iiIU;'i Wamon- ifh 'loch KMafun 
in«rrb%tlnaf>tt«c!b^i>'tekidJ)"t' $4u :«W potKilM 
Ht"Oi|ry'<rtIU'li(tie'Convniencc)tl<bot,«U.tire .Sur 
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|)eiflui<i(i, iDif fteganciea of Life t in fborr, chcip 
Wii no Manner of Enjoyment, wc mean no maib 
jier of lawfil Enjoy menf, which flte mi^bt not hanil 
commanded ; but, alas I all ihis was noihing, (iiUra 
(he wicked Hamait who iho' pofTefled ol Graodeu^l 
JBicliei, and Power, cuuld not rclifh any of thcOM-fl 
whilil AftrAray wai fufF^rcd lo jit at ihe KineJ 
Gilt ; or rather tike our Mo ber E-v, in Patadifivl 
who, thougtifhe might freely lat of all ihcTrcei, 
W one, in the Garden, could not left fatisRed lUl 
/he had lalWd that alfo,] Ihe could not be contenc- 
¥^, till fhe had plucked of the Forbidden Fraih I 
Ibough like our ftrll Parei^t alfo, fhe had all tJM I 
^ealon in the World (o apprehend that Alilchief 1 
would follow. 

Inefffa, itdidfoj a Difcovery enfued, and (h^i 
To palpable, that a DilToIutiun of her Marriage wu ' 
founded thereon ; a Dilgiace, in iilcif worfc ihijii 
Peath ! And tho' her high Rank, and immeniit 
Fortune, made her in fome meature fupcrior IV, 
Scandal and Obloquy, or at leaft rendered them left 
irrfupporlabie, yet did Ihe think it advifeable IS 
condemn berlelf to a voluntary Exile in a loteigfl 
Kir.gilom, rather than ftand the piercing and fcowl' 
ing Eyei of her more fortunate, or Icfs frail qu<m- 
Jea Acijuaint.ince, and undergo the continual Mof!- 
lificJtion of bring forced to give Place Iq ihg^ 
wh m ihe formerly looked upon ai her Inferiorf, 
■nd of whom Ibe ofcd lo take the upper Hand : A 
PunilhmESt, which, however flight it may feem t( 
fucb) whonot having been born thereto, were ne>t 
ver acCuBoioed to regard or contend for Preccdeoa 
Kf, ii well known to be inore cutting to Perfoni of' 
a high Rank and loft/ iipirit, than can be ealil|t 
•imagined ! 

. Having (hni Ihewo the £ttal Confeqnencei avt 

Mifcryi almoll conllanily attendMt upon the.^rttdl 

«fthi9 Law, cvcKio thi) World, and having alio 

fliewB 
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ihewn , that neither Youth, Beauty, Grandeur, Riches, 
or high Titles, can protect thole who will be guil- 
ty thereof from the moft grievous Moftifications ; 
we Ihall now proceed to condder in the fame Maa- 
ner, what good or evil EfFe^s may be expeded to 
refalt from our Obedience tOj or Tranfgreinon o£ 
the next Commandment. 




CHAP. VIII. 

T 

Of the good and bad Confequences of the 
Obfervanccy or TSfon-Ohfervance^ of the 
Eighth Commandment. 

THou Jhalt notfteal. The Words of this Law 
are fo very explicit, and the Senfc feeming- 
ly fo very clear, that many People, we doubt not, 
will think us quite impertinent in offering to add 
any farther Comment thereon. . We happen, how- 
ever, not to be altogether of their Opinion, ha- 
ving good Reafon to believe, that like all the 
others before examined into, it has hitherto been 
taken by moft Perfons in a much too retrained 
Senfe ; and we are the more induced to imagine 
this, becaufe we fee it violated every Day by thofe 
who would be very angry, and perhaps make us 
anfwcr it witTi our Lives, fhould we tell rhem in 
plain Englijh^ what neverthelefs is ftridtly truei 
that they arc Thieves, 

It is very ea(y indeed to account for the Gene- 
rality of the World's being Co greatly miftakcn in 
the Latitude of this Commandment ; fince it isin- 
tirely owing to the fame Caufe as their tnifunder- 
ftanding the ocberS|naroely, becaufe i( makes againd 
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themfclvcs, and they cannot allow it its fuliSco|>e, 

without pronouncing their own Condemnation : 

But for all this, if they will commit fuch Adiions 

as bring them within the Verge of this Law, the^f 

muft be contented to find themfclves fentenced 

thereby, and mult not take it ami fs if they find 

themfelves included in the Number of thofe -who 

' tranfgrefs it. For, not to flatter any one, this Com« 

.roandmenti as well as all the othersi is exceeding 

broad ; and indeed fo great is its Latitude, that 

however vainly fome Perlbns may footh themfelves 

with the Fancy of having never offended agaioft 

it| it will be very well, if, upon a ferious Review 

of oar paft Condu^, any of us can clear ourfelves 

of ihat Guiit. 

Many People, no doubt, will think this Cenfure 
too rafh and unchsiritable, and imagine themfdves 
mighty honeft Folks, becaufe they have never 
done any Adion that is puniiliable by the Laws of 
the Land ; which is faying no more, ' in other 
Words, than this, that they have had fo-much Va- 
lue for their dear felve^, as to avoid the Gaiows, 
Tranfportaticn, the Houfe of Corrc6iion, or the 
Whi'pping-Poft ; a pretty Commendation truly I 
And yet it would be well if all would come up to 
this. £ut come ue now to the Law and to the 
Teftimony, that is, to the written Word of God, 
which certainly muft be allowed to be the heft 
Comment upon the Ten Commandment, and then 
let us fee who can fay, lam char. 

How then do the holy Oracles fpeak upon this 
Head ? Do we nor find it there thus writrcri, My 
Son give me thy Heart? And have we done* this? 
1{ we have not, we muft own ourfelves guilty of 
Kobbery. But this is not all : Have we never run 
in Dehr, without any Thought of paying ? If w^ 
have, then are we Ukewife Robbers. Have we never 
run any Qoods ourfelvesi or liavc we never know- 
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ingly bought or fold any fuch ? If wc have, we 
arc Robbers. Have we made any Scruple, vi'hcii, 
we have received bad Money, of putting it off 
again? If we have npf, we are aifo Robbers. 
H^vc wc never given^or taken a Bribe ? If we 
bavcy how great foever we may be,, we like wife 
are Robbers, and that of the worft kind. Have t/t 
•never broken a Promilc made, to the Detriment of 
our Neighbour ? If we have, we are involved in 
the fame Guilt. Have we never been guilty of 
skreening Criminals from Jaftice, or preventitij^ 
Enqairies into Frauds ? .If we have, however eic-- 
alted our Station, or however venerable our Cha- 
rader may be, we are no better than Thieves, and 
that of the worft Sort. Have we never underva- 
lued Goods when going to buy, or over-rated 
them when about to fell ; or have we never taken 
Advantage of the Ignorance of thofe with whom , 
we dealedy to buy too Cheapo or fell too dear ? If 
we have, we come under the fame Denomination. 
Have we never preyed upon the Neccflities of 
others, and efpecially the Poor ; or have we never 
exadled Ufury, that is, more than legal Intereft? 
If we have, we are Robbers. Have we never con- 
cealed a Depofir, or perverted a Truft ? If we 
have, we are likewife guilty of Robbery. Have 
we never been acceifary to any grievous and unrea- 
fonable Taxations f If we have, we are involved 
in the fame Guilt. Have wc never endamaged our 
Neighbour's Goods, or Eft a tcs, by Negligence, or 
ether wife ? If wc have, then alio we are guilty. 
Have wc never demanded Expedition-Money, for * 
what we were otherwife paid for, and obliged to do 
by virtac of our Office ? If we have, we are like- 
wife included in the Number of the Tranlgreflbrs. 
Have we never rcfafcd to reftore the Pledge, when 
we imagined onr Purfe would bear us out m (b do- 
ing ? If we have, this alio is Theft. Have wc ne- 
ver taken more than was juftly our due, under the 
foft Name of Perquifites ? If we baVCi it will b. 
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in vain to plead Cuftom for our Excufei for this 
too is Robbery. 

In fhort, all Lawyers who take Fees on both 
Sides, who knowingly defend an unjuft Caufe, or 
who let their Clients fuffer for Want of due At- 
tendances or exerting themfelves in their Behalf^ 
are TranfgrefTors of .this Law. All JCIdges, who 
through Favour^ or Refped of Perfons, pronounce 
an unjuft Sentence, are thereby guilty of the fame 
Crime, and fometimes of Murder alfo. All thofe 
who are any ways accefiary to forging of Deeds^ 
Notes, or any kind of Writings thai may affe6t 
their Neighbour's Intereft, are included in the 
Number of Offenders agfiinft this Law : Nay, ta 
go higher yer, all Monarchs who unjuftly invade 
the Dominions of others, or load their own Subjedts 
with exorbitant or needlefsTaxes ; with all Miniflers 
of State, who cither advife, approve of, or neglect - 
declaring againft fuch Meafures, are no better than 
Robbers. All Clergymen, however dignified or 
diflinguifhed, who being pofTefTed of one Living, 
.that affords a competent Subfidence, accept of 
another, aregaikyof downright Theft, and that 
of the worft Sort; nay, to aggravate their Sin the 
more, they are alfo thereby guilty of Adultery, 
we mean fpiritual Adultery. Neither is their 
Crime much lefs,' who, being mindful only of the 
Lowves and Fijhes^ exaft their Fees with the great- 
eft Rigour, and yet leave their Parifhioners to the 
Care of fome wretched Curate, lo whom ihcy^ 
fcarce allow Suftenance 

What we think of Tranjiations^ and more cfpe- 
Cially of Commendams, thofe pretty modern Ap- 
pendages to Bifhopricks^ we do not fo much de- 
clare, for pretty obvious Reafons j but inftead of 
delivering our own Sentiments upon that Head, we 
will infert a ihoit Quotation from St. Birnard, who,^ 
(peaking of the Maintenance due to the Clergy,'' 
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gives it as his Opinion ; ^icquid printer neceffarium 
'vidum^ ac fimplicem vefiitum^ di Altar i retines^ tuum 
non tjiy rafina eft^ facrilegium efi ; which| for the 
fake of our unlearned ^eaderS| we fhall give them 
in Engltjh^ as follows : IVhati^er thou takeft from 
thi Altar, more than is ntceffarj for thy Subfiftenct^ 
and Cloathsng, is not thine ; it is Rapine, it is Sacri* 
lege. Now, if Commendams are not included with- 
in this Cenfure, we confefs we do not underfiand' 
the Meaning of it. 

We have faid nothing hitherto of falfe Weigh tf 
and Meafures, thoagh too common in this popu- 
lous City, becaufe we believe every one will 
allow fuch as ufe them to be downright Thieves ; 
neither have we taken Notice of Clippers and Coin* 
ers for the fame Reafon : But it would be unpar- 
dpnable, to omit a very numerous and formidable 
Company, of fafhionabki polite, and, as Times gb, 
reputable Banditti^ of all Ages and Sexes, and al- 
mod of all Ranks and Conditions. We mean the 
worthy and honourable Society of Gamefters, who 
will every Soul of them find t^emict«et included 
nmongft the Tranlgreflbrs of this Law : For, as we 
believci none of them play» but with the Hope of 
winning, that is, of becoming illegally pofTelfed 
of another** Property, they are fo far Thieves, at 
lead intentionally, and will confequcntly be con«> 
demned thereby. 

But if every one, even the fair Gameftcr, is here- 
by included, what fhall we fay to thefe worft of 
Pickpockets, (the hopeful Fraternity of Stockjob- 
bers not excepted) who play all the Game, or un* 
derftand the Finrjfe^ as it ismodiflily called ? And 
efpecially, what Hiall we fay to thofe who play 
Booty Matches, and run fliam Races, a Species of 
Roguery, which, as it is much more deftruftive, is 
alfo infinitely more criminal than actual (dealing; 
and that for this obvious Reafon : BecauCe we in ay 
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Be apon ouf Guards agstinft the one^ but c^nrot 
again li^ the other. Lcb noone^ thorefore^ who ir 
guilty of thtiePra^cesi and* would not fo-uple to: 
call a com rrnnr Pickpocket, or Shoplifter, a Rogue, 
or Sconndre), think hiin(el6 hardly uftd, it he h 
tftiffinguiflied' by the hme difagrceable Appelki* 
trons ; fince were tfoe^ former- to be compaied to 
^irh, they wouki'be- injured by the Comparifon : 
At7d*ydt, forpyare-wetofay h, fomcof our Nobi^- 
lity have formerly been mean enough to fbop ca 
fuch Pradices. 

We believe, by this Time, our Rieaders may be- 
come feniible the TranfgreiTors of this Law are 
nuch more numerous than they imagined, and 
pf\\\ not be fb very certaifi they are themfelves clean 
from fo being : In eSeA, w here is-the Per fon who hai 
always walked fo uprighriy, to- fay he never oSta^ 
de4 in any Particullir ? Very few, we fcstr, all the 
Clergy, we fee, cannot: The J/s haded witbpnfer* 
mtnts^ every one knows is a fevere Sarcafm upon 
one oi that' Order, who, with little or no Meritt 
has iDgrofftd- more than would fnfficc for the 
MaintenaQceof twenty of his more deferving Bre« 
Area* 

Bur,, to go througb all Orders and Degreor^ 
where- is the Shopkeeper^ or Merchant, who has 
never knowingly either put off bad Ware,, or made 
f wo Prices for the lame Commodiiiea \ Where is 
the Counfellor, Aitorney» or Sollicitor, who has 
Aever been acceifary to defending a bad Caufe ? 
Where i« the Clerk jn any of the public Offices^ 
who has never taken an unlawful Perquiiite I 
Where is the Phyfician who never prefcribcd un- 
jiecelTary Slops to curry Favour with the Apothe* 
cary ? Or where is tfie Apothecary who nevef caU 
ledjn a Phyfician, without any Neceifity, ro his 
\Affifhince; or wlto never made an unconfcioaable 
Bill ? Where is the Ferfot> who has never beat 
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down the Price of Goods when going to buy, though 
he knew them worth the Money i or who never 
over-rated any thing of his own if he wanted to 
fell it ? Or where is the Lodger, or Tenant, who 
never, through Negligence, or wiUully, endama- 
ged his Neighbour in his Good^, or Eftare, without 
making Reparation for the fame ? How many of 
the Nobility, and Members of Parliament, will find 
themfelves included, for ronning in Debt without 
iKfign to pay, and pleading their Privilege? 
How many more will be incluoed under the Head 
of Gaming, though upon the fquare, when the Su« 
periority has been on their own Side ? How many, 
though perhaps inadvertently, or through Favour 
or AiE:dion» have been acceffary to promoting hea- 
vy and unreafonabk Impods, witnefs the former Gin, 
Adr, and will find themfelves condemned upon that 
Head ? Ho^ many have been acceflary in skreen- 
ing'ovcrgrown Criminals, and have thereby incur- 
red the fame Guilt ? How many have prevented 
Enquiries into Frauds, and fo made tbemielves Pa- 
trons thereof, and ihared in the Sin ? 

We will not ask how many have fuffcrcd tlienv 
^Ives^to be bribed, uuder the foft Name of a Placo 
or Penfion, Ribbon, or Title ? Becaufe we will not 
fo much as fuggcft that foch Things have been, 
though many ATperfions of that kind have beea 
thrown out : But we will venture to ask oneThingi 
How many have been guilty lof forfeiting, or per- 
verting a Truft, and are thereby become. Tranf* 
grcflTois ? This Qiieftion may perhaps greatly af- 
front them, but this we cannot help ; let us come 
to the Teft ; They are the Guardians of the Liber- 
ties and Properties of the People; have they never 
fuf&red them to be infringed, invaded, or incroach- 
ed upon, in any manner, upon plaufible Pretences? 
O, if they have any ways been over-reached there-^ 
by, have they, as foon as poffible made Compen- 
fation|.and rellored thorn thereto again ? The J^iot-' 

N 4: J^, 



272 Of the Breach, or Obfervance, , 

j43j it is acknowledged by all, was obtained only 
on a Promife that it fliould be temporary, and re- 
pealed, when the Tumultuoufnefs of the Times 
was over ; is it done yet ? The Septennial A£l like- 
wife, was another Law obtained on the like Pre^ 
tence, and in fuch a manner, that the Legality, of 
it has been often queilioned ; but after about thirty 
Years is it yet fetafide? We fear then, all thofe 
who voted for them, will find it hard to vindicate 
themfelves frcm having perverted and betrayed 
their Truft : In (hort, how few arc there wlio will 
not find* themfelves included under one of the fore*^ 
going AnicJcs ? 

Having thus {hewn the great Latitude of this 
Law, and that the Name of Robber and Thlef^ as 
fcandalous as it is, and juftly too, belongs to many 
more than at firft we ihould be apt to imagine, and 
even to.many who are far from thinking themfelves 
included in that Number, we fHouId think it alto- 
gether fuperflupus to produce any Examples of the 
littal Confequenccf pf iraolgrefling if, fincc every 
Seffions affords us but too many melancholly In- 
flances thereof ; however, as we are but too apt to 
forget thefe, foon after they are out of our Sight, 
and as far the greatefl Part of the People never fee, 
or trouble their Heads about them at all, we (hall 
fubjoin fome few of the mod remarkable, to remind 
tstxy one of the dangerous EfFeds of fuch Pradices. 

And here, we think, the Example of the wretch • 
ed Jchan, would juflly demand the iirft Place, if 
that of Ananias and Sapphira may not rather claim 
the Preference. Of thefe three unfortunate Perfons, 
the firft only took a Bahyknijh Garment, with two 
iundred'Shckels of Silver, and a Wedge of Gold 
of fifty Shekels Weight, the Spoils. of the Enemy, 
and referved them for himfelf How apt ihou'd 
many of us have been to have done the fame ? It is 
true, the Gold and Silver were to have been confe- 
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Crated to the Lord : But how apt ihould many of 
us, now-adays, be to fay. The l,ord doth not 'want iti 
I have-tamed it at the Haicard of my Life ; // is tbi 
Spoil of my Enemy ; / nvrong m one ; and hovo 'will it 
he known ? How natural is this to frail Fleih an4 
Blood ? And yet how feverely was this Sin puniih- 
ed ? In the firft place, the Children of Ifrael are 
defeated by their Enemies, and though Heaven mer- 
cifully faw fir, that no more than Thirty-fix (hould 
pertfh, yet the Confequences, had they not had im- 
mediate recourfe to (70^, deprecated his Anger, and 
humbly befougbt his Favour and Afliftance, conju- 
ring him for his great Name's Sake, that he would 
blefs their Arms, and not give them up a Prey to 
the Canaanitesj might have been fatal. As it was* 
the Sentence pronounced againft the wretched //r/&/»r, 
by the Almighty himfelf, was no lefs, than that he, 
together with his whole Family, and all his EiFedts, 
even to his Cattle, (hould be burnt ; which was ac- 
cordingly executed upon them by the Ifraelites^ in 
the Valley^f Ach^r^ after having hrfl ftoned them. 

Bur we think this Example, terrible as it 15, ' is^ 
hardly fo remarkable as that of Ananias and Sapbi* 
ra ; becaufe, i\iO^Achan had only taken the Spoil of 
his Enemies, which is reckoned lawful Plunder, 
and in that Senfe could not be faid to have fiolen 
any thing ; yet, as he knew M. the Silver and Gold 
was to have oeen confecrated to the Service of God^ 
and had been ftridly forewarned not to fave or re- 
ferve any thing out of the City of Jericho^ he 
was guilty not only of tranfgreffing an exprefsCom- 
mandy but even of robbing the Almighty i and ac- 
cordingly the fame Punifliment was inflided upon 
him and his, as had before been executed upon the 
Inhabitants of that City. 

Now this could not well be faid of Ananias and 
Sapphira^ they had neither violated any exprefsCom* 
mand, nor had they been guilty of detaining any 
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thing which it had been previoufly determined to 
fit apart for the Service of GQd\ at leaftit does not 
appear from Scripture that 'they w.ere fo : N^y, it/ 
3s to be queftioned, whether they imagined them- 
felves to have committed any Crime in doing as 
they did: {p efFed, ^^ believe moil of U5» now-ar 
days, fhould ^ancy durfelves very extraordinarj^ 
dtrihians in giving up a confiderable Part of our 
Subuance for the Ufe of the Churchy and ihould ra* 
ther look for a Blefling than a Curfe for fuch an Of- 
fering. But the /ilmigbty fees not as Man fees ; the. 
inmolt Thoughts of the Heart lie open to his View ;. 
and in his Eye they were guilty of Theft, and that 
the word of Thefr^the robbing him of their Hearts^ 
-which were vifibly divided between GoD.and Mam." 
mon : They pretended to give up all, and throw 
themfelves upon Providence for their Sapport^and 
yet not caring altogether to rely thereon^ had. 
ixiade a Referve, in cafe of the worft, for them- 
felves, which argued a roanifeft Diiiruft of the 
Gbodnefs of Heaven, and was in itfelf a heinous 
Sin. 

But this was not all ;; for befides this, they werie.. 
guilty of ad^ual Theft^ at leaft intentionally ;. fbr^, 
a& all the other Members of the Church had fold 
their PofTeffions^ and given up their All into the 
Hands of the Apoftles; in return whereof they were 
to receive again, out of the common Stock, ac- 
cording to their feveral Neceflities : And as thefe 
two, had they not been miraculoufly detedled ia. 
their Colluiion^ would have had an equal Share^ 
thereof with the reft, they would thereby have been 
guilty of robbing the Church, and taking that which 
of right belonged to thofe who wanted it more ; {6. 
that, in ftiori, thfey were guilty of the fame Injuf- 
tice, which, any one would now be, who fhoald 
throw himfelf upon the Parifh for a Maintenance^ 
when he was able otherwiCe to provide for himfelf ;. 
ajid this is dawnright Robbery- It was therefore ab- 
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olutely nccelTarj' at that Time, th«t (\ich Fraiidi 
(hould be eff;£tually prevented for the future , and 
ihig Heaven thonghi fit to do by a double Miracle : . 
namely, by enduing the ApoIUe Petir wJlh the 
Ditcernment of Spirit;, and by ftriking bo:li ihefe 
Hypocrites with immediate Death, to the greatTer- 
Tor of all fucb inlincere ProfciTors ; fo that we are 
expreilv told, Aadef the reji inrft at Man jtin him~ 
f.lfU them. 

But, 10 come from facred to prophare Hiftory, 
and even to our awn Nation, we fhall TeldDm iiud 
that they who have perfilled an/ Time in fuch un- 
juft Praftices, of what Rank foc/er ihcy have been, 
and however protciled, have efcaped coming to a 
miferable End ; chough to the perpetual Difhonoiv 
ofthefe Time-s we had one remarkable Example 
of that Kind iviihiu every one's Memory. 

To begin then with thofe overgrown Thievei 

and Plunderers called Favourites and Prime Mini- 
Ders, what wai the llTue of all the Pride and Ra- 
pine ol Pkri Gf-vefim^ that infamous Minion of 
Ed'vcaTd \i ? What did the poweiful Froteflion 
of the King, his infatuaLcd Mailer, avail him t Did 
he not live to fee himfelf precipitated at once from 
all hi) Grandeur ? And had he not his Head lliuclc 
oft with Infamy, for a Warning to all luch rapa- 
cious Wretches for ihe future ? What wjs the End 
of his immediate SuecefTor* in the Favour of iho 
fame Prince, the (wo Spimiri^ Father and Son } 
O d not the Tame wicked Courles bring them to the 
fame wretched Dfftmy, the one being beheaded, 
and the other drawn, hanged, and quartered } What • 
was the IfTueof all the Infolence, Rapine, and Op- 
preffion, that infamous Minion of Queen I/abtlla, 
Rtii't Moriimcr ? Did not his Iteading in the fame 
abominable Sec pa bring hrmalAi with Ignominy to - 
the Gallows ! What wa» the End of Dt la Pule, 
the great Duke of Sujfoik, favourite ^ Queen Mar- 
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garet^ theConfortof HemyVl^ Did not his Ra- 
pine and Infolencc render him fo univerfally odiou?', 
that his Head was (Iruck ofF upon Dover Sands by 
the Captain of a Man of War, ivho met him acci-. 
dentally as he was going over to Fravce ? And the 
Fate of this Plunderer was the more remarkable, 
as the Captain did this merely by his own Autho- 
rity, without any other Warrant, rightly prefu- 
ming he Ihouli never be called to Account for the 
Paoifhment of fo detefted a Criminal ! 

To come nearer to our own Times, what was 
the miferable End of Empfon and Dudley, thofc two 
rapacious and infamous Inftruments of Oppr;effion, 
under Henry VII ? And what did their Plea avail 
them, that they had done nothing but by the King*$ 
Authority, and that they had only put the Laws in 
Execution? Notwithftanding this, which was really 
true, did they not both lofe their Lives upon the 
Scaffold, with the univerfal Applaufeofthe Nation \ 
And was not the putting thofe Horfe-Leeches to 
Death, though they had been his Father's faithful 
Drudges, an Adtion that \try much endeared 
Henry VIII to his People ? 

In (hort, to take our Leave of thefe overgrown 
Bandittif what was the Iflue ol the Infolence and. 
Kapine of the great Duke of Buckingham, and the 
famous Earl of Strafford^ thofe two fucceffive Minif* 
ters and Favourites to the unfortunate Charles I. to 
whofe melanchoily and fhocking End, their rapa- 
cious and oppreilive Meafures did not a little con- 
tribute ? Was not the former fuddenly ftabbed to 
the Heart in the Height of his Pride and Grandeur 
by a refolute Enthufiaft, who, acting upon the Prin- 
ciples of the Old Romans^ thought he deferved 
highly of his Country' for fo doing ? And was not 
the latter brought to the Block by one of his former 
ii)ttmate Acquaintance and Friends, who, according 
10 his PromifCi purfiied him to Death, with infiexi* 

bl« 
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ble Conftancy and Perfeverancc, upon his bafely 
deferting the Caufe of the Public, for the Service 
of the Court I 

Such then, as we have now fhewn, were the 
dreadful Confequences of violating this Command- 
ment, in Perfons of the higheft Rank, and that 
though prote6:ed, fome of them, even by fovereign 
Power : We will next proceef!.- to give like wife 
foroe Inftances of the fatal EfFeds generally acten« 
dant upon the Commillion of this Sin^ in thofe 
who have adted in a lonrer Sphere. And here we 
think the notorious Jonathan Wild will juflly claim 
the Pre-eminence upon allAccounts; and efpecially 
as he^was generally acknowledged as their Head 
and Leader, during his Life» by all the numerous 
and formidable Fraternity of Frce-booters. 

This extraordinary Perfon, who wanted nothing 
but the fame Advantages of being bom to a com- 
petent Fortune, and having a liberal Education, to 
have made as great and remarkable a Figure as ano- 
ther capital Plunderer, his Cotemporary, by the 
Dint of uncommon Subtlety, Impudence, and un- 
daunted RefolutioD, foon gained fo much Credit 
amongft his lawlefs Companions, that, excepting 
now and then a mutinous Spirit, all confeiTed his 
Superiority, followed his Dire^ions, formed them- 
felves into Bands and Companies according to his 
Advice, fubmitted readily to his Orders, and kept 
punftually to the Quarters, Pofts, and Walks, by 
him alTigned to them refpe^ively : In ihorr, he 
had them as much, or more at Command, than m^- 
ny 0£5cers ha^e their Regulai Troops. 

Thus far there was a ffrong Refemblance be- 
tween him, and his Atchievements, and thoie of 
another eminent Rapparce : The Propenfiry to Ra- 
pine was equal in both; the Ambition of being ix 
the Head of their refpettive Parties alike io both; 
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and, which was yet more, both were* pundtaally 
obeyed by 'hem, both equally laid the Pubiic urit 
der Contribution, both were equally willing^ and 
able to skrcen fuch as obferved their Orders from 
condign Punifhment, both lifcewifc fl-ourilhed a 
long Time, in. defiance of all Law and Judice, 
though tlteir injured Country long and loudly de^ 
nanded, that each might be brought torecetvebis^ 
due Reward. The Parallel indeed went no farther;, 
the one, namely J off atban, met with his Dcfcrts,. 
whillt the other, to the lafting Scandal of the Bntijb 
Nation, lived to riot in the Spoils of rhe Public, 
and to laugh at the impotent Attempts of^ bis inju- 
red Fellow-Subjeds, to make him a 'men>orab!e 
Example to Betrayers and Plunderers of their na- 
tive Land. So much lafer it is in this World, to 
be a Rogiie in a high Station, than one of a lowv 
Condition ! 

The neict petty Plunderer wc fhall bring npoii' 
the Stage, was one who flburiihtd likewife forfome 
Time with- Impunity ; nay one, whom, even when 
feized, it was found very difficult, to hold ; wc 
mean th« noted Jack Sheppard, This hopeful Spark 
was likcwife a very extraordinary Perfon in his* , 
Calling: He was a Man of Dexterity^ Induftry, 
aod Refolution ; nor did he want for Wit and Hu- 
mour, though he greatly mifapplied it ; witnefshis 
Anfwer to the Turnkey, when he was chained and 
ftapled down-ro the Floor, after having once'bro*- 
ken out of Newgate : Tjwkytm^ y9^»g Gintleman^ 
faid the Turnkey, the Evening before he was to 
ha\^e fuficied, // is y$ur Bv^nefs to get anvay if you > 
can^ and it is mine to. take Care you doi not'. Very, 
•wetl^ anfwers Sheppard^ mighty calmFy, then let us 
hotb mind our Bufinefy\ as he did accordingly, (if 
we miilake not}^ and. made his Bfcapc that very 
Night. 

Be that, boweverr a^ it will, it is VM7^:ertBiii# 

thai 



that all thofe good Qualities,, which, if put to a 
righc Ufe, might have made him a happy Man, 
^were of no Advantage to bim, ferving only to 
render bim more hardened in Iniquity, and to 
make him the more a Gazing-ilock to thole Mul- 
titudes who went to fee him under his Confine- 
menr, and at his Execution : For, fuch is the Fa- 
tality (if wc may ufe that ExpreiTion) attending 
thefe unfortunate Creatures, that they feldom or 
never take Warning j and accordmgly poor ^ack^ 
though he made a ShiCc to break Prifon twice, was 
apprehended, and fo well fccured the third Time,, 
that hefinifhed-his wretched Courfe at 7;^»r». 

The- next In^nce we ihali produce of the little 
Hope there is of a Thief efcaping Punifhment, 
even in this Life, ihall be Daniel Maiden ; one who 
likewife broke twice out of Ne*wgaie, but had not 
the Oifcretion to improve the Mercy granted him 
by Eleaven, fo far as to make his Efcape eBFettuaiiy^ 
and reform his Life ; though as he had betaken 
hirafelf to honeft Labour for fome Weeks before 
his being apprehended a fecond Time, and feem- 
ed heart il'y penitent at his Execution, we would « 
willingly hope the beft of his pfefent State. 

Another remarkable Example of the fatal Con* ' 
fequences of violating the Eighth Commandment 
IS the .notorious Mac Cray i one who» though be 
wanted neither for Underlfanding to inform him 
of the Danger of fuch Pradices, anci the Htcle Pro- 
bability of efcaping if he perfilUd therein, nor 
y^t for a tolerable Education, to enable him to 
-put that Underftandtng to a good Ufe, having 
been bred an Attorney ; yer,^ like the two former, 
wpuld take no Warning till it was too late, and he 
was thereby brought to a fhameful End. He had 
once been tried at the 0/J Bai/ey, for robbing a 
reverend Clergyman, and acquitted only by the 
Dint of Perjury, though certainly giHlty{; the in- 
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famous U^reathock^ one of his Accomplices, having 
procured fuch a Cloud of WirnefTes to invalidate 
the Force of the King's Evidence, that tne Jury 
would not venture to condemn him, though the 
Fadt was' podjively fworn upon him : And he 
flattered himfelf with the Hopes of coming off a 
fecond Time by the fame honeft Means, as he cer- 
tainly had, if the fuborning of falfeWitneffes could 
have faved him ; but he found himfelf miferably 
deceived ; the Hand of Juftice at laft overtook 
him ; all his S^ibterfuges and Subtlety availed him 
nothing; for notwithftanding a defperate Artempt 
niade by him to break out of Goal, he ended his 
Life miferably at Kennington Gallows. 

The la(! Inftance we fhall produce of the dread- 
ful Effefts of fuch vicious Courfes, and the Punifli- 
roent that feldom fails to attend them, is the lare 
famous, or rather infamous, Richard Turf in. This 
extraordinary Perfon, after having long laid his 
Country under Contribution ; after a long Run of 
Succefsy wherein, with good Management, he might 
have laid up enough, to have enabled him to fub- 
M the Remainder of his Days ; having, at laft, by' 
his repeated Robberies, made the Country where 
bis ufual Haunts were, too hot to hold hiii), feveral 
PcrfoDs, on account of the great Reward offered 
' for apprehending him, being out Day and Night 
in purfuit of him, was forced to betake himfeltto 
Flight, and concealing his real Name under the 
fi^itious one of yobMralmtr, to lie lurking up 
and down in Yorkft>ire. 

Now, had he not been infatuated, had he put 
hj$ ungodly Gain to a good V^z^ as he.might have 
Yaved a Competency for hi* Subfiftence for the 
Remainder of his Life, he had there abundant Op- 
portunity of making his Efcape beyond Sea, and 
might have ended his Days in a peaceful Obfcurity, 
in fome foreign Country; nay, even as it wa.s 

could 
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could he have kept himfelf honed, could he have 
left off his former vicious Courfcs, he might have 
lived unknown and fccare there many Years : Bur, 
not being able to dcfift from his former Prank?, 
though in a different Branch, he was there appre- 
hended for Horfe-ftcaling, and the Fa6t being pro- 
ved upon him^ was condemned and executed at 
Tork (jallows. 

We have now flicwn fufficiently, in our Opinio-n, 
the fatal Confequences of breaking the Eighth 
Commandment ; and as to the happy Effects of ob- 
ferving it, or, in other Words, of Common Honefly^ 
furcly every one muft be fcntiblc of them ; as con- 
tinual Danger, conftant Fears, and perpetual Re- 
morfe of Confcience, muft be the infeparable At- 
tendants upon Robbery andTheft ; fo, undifturbed 
Peace of Mind;, quiet Sleeps, and a happy Security^ 
are the never failing Recompence of an upright 
Life, and juft Dealings : Sufficient Induceroenrs 
furely, to any reafonable Man, to prefer the latter 
to the former, were even the Rewards and PunifliV 
ments of a Future State out of the Qaefl^. 




CHAR IX. 

Of the goed and had Confequences of iht 
Ohfervance^ or t^on-Oibfervance of the 
Ninth Commandment. 

THouJhalt not hear falfe Witnefs againft thy Neigh- 
bour, As cxprcfs, and eafy to be undcrftood, 
as the Words of this Ninth Commandment are, to 
our eternal Shame be it fpoken, we believe, there 
is not a Country in the Univerfe, where it is fo 
often literally broken, as in Great Britain i and this 

is 
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is one of the hopeful Fruirs of our numerous penal 
Lawsy and high Duties ; together with the great 
Rewards given on the Convi^ion of certain Offen- 
ders, and the unnaccountable Lenity of our L'iws> 
tofuch as' arc forfworm even though their Evi- 
dence,, if taken, tended to take jlway Life : Bur». 
leaving thi& Point for theprefcnr, let us now pro- 
ceed to confider the Extent of this Law, which, 
we fliall find, like all the others, to be of a f^r 
greater Latitude than mo(l of us are aware of, or, 
at leaily than moii of us are willing to rememben 

. In cffc^, were we to keep this Law continually 
before our Eyes^what would become of all the po- 
lite Tea Tables and A0embles in this overgrown 
City ? Take awiiy Scandal and Detradion, and 
we ftrikc the greater half of the Fair Sex, with 
the numerous Society of Beat$x znd Petit Adaitres^ 
quite dumb. It it neverthelefs certainly true, that 
ariJ Lying, even 'though it fliould aflft^^ no one, is 
forbid by this Commandmefit, and much more all 
Lying that ma u injure our Neighbour. But not 
only ail a^ualty^ng^b hereby iosbidden^ but all 
Goncealment^f any Truths, the revealing of which 
may be fefviceable, or beneficial, to our Neighbour, 
or the Publick ; as alfo all Forgery of Hands, Seals^ 
or Writings ; all Pronenefs to judge uncharitably, 
^and all propagating of evil Reports upon Hearfay, 
even though they mould happen to be true. Un- 
der this Head likpwife are comprehended all Equi- 
vocations,, or dcfignedly expreffing ourfelves in 
fuch » manner, that our Words may be underftood 
two' Ways, to the end they may. be taken in the 
worft Senfe ; as aUo every ironical Commendation, 
which wc intended fhould be interpreted thecon- 
trawy Way ; as when we (ay of any one, Oh ! he*s 
a mighty homft Ftllo^-w- truly I Meaning, at the fame 
time, he is a great Rogut^ 

But of all ViolatioAsof this Law, undoubtedly 

the 
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the Breach of it in the literal Senfet namelyi the 
bearing palsb Witness againfi- our Ntigbbiur^ or 
the procuring others fo to do, with ai) Forgeries of 
Haods,. Seals, or Writings ; as aifo all Impofl^ures, 
or perfoaating othecs, with Intent to wrong or ibp^ 
plaat them* all Concealments of Trufb, or being - 
aay. wax;S acceffary, thereto, is the mod heinous. 
And the Reafon of this, is^ evident, becaufe this is a- 
complicated Sin, and not only a Breach of this 
Law, but alio of {bme other^ and frequently of' 
no lels than three. For Inflance, he that bears' 
falfe Witnefs againft his Neighbour in a Court of 
Jufticej in a Cafe that may affcdb his Life, is at once 
guilty of contravening the Third, Sixtb^ and Ninth 
Commandments ; and if it be in a Caufe that will' 
toucli his Eflate aJfo, he is likewile aTranijgreilbr- 
of the Eighth. 

Nay,. It may (6 happen, that fuch a one may^be 
guilty of the Breach of no lefs than Five at once -^ 
aa fuppofing any one ihould be' fo hardened falflv' 
to fwear High Treikfon againft a Parent, ia whicnu 
Cafe he would be an Offender againft the Fifth 
GommandmenCy aswe}] asctfaeThird,Sixth,£ighth,. 
%aod Ninth, And of thi» dreadful coropHcacpdL 
Crime, in our Opinion, is every, Man guilty^ wboi 
rakes a filthy Bribe to vote for any ot^c^ that be hast 
Reafon ro fuppofe will be the trufty Drudge of m 
profligate Miniftcr. Nay, the Corrupter, »$ well 
as the Corrupted, are equally guilty in this Cafe ; 
How then muft it make every ierious Perfon Ihud* 
der with Horror, when he coniiders there is bur 
too much Ground for believing this Sin, though of 
lb b'ack a Dye, n very common in this profligata 
Nation ! 

Bat becaufe it (hall not be faid we afiert anyt 
thing without proving it, and becaufe we think it 
«f-thc Jwghcft" Importance, to fet this Point in a 
ftrong Lights we ihall beg^Lcave to enlarge a little 
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-upon thi8 Head, fo that every one, who will not ' 
puffjfoieij (hut his Eyes a^inft the Truth, may be 
folly convinced thereof. In the firft place, as both 
the Eiedor and the Elected difclaim all Corruption 
diredly or indircftly, upon Oath, it will not furc- 
]y be denied, that if they either bribe or are bri- 
bed, they are thereby forfworn, which is a down- 
right literal Breach of the Third and Ninth Com- 
mandments. As little furely will it be difowned^ 
that a Man (hnds in the fame Degree of Obliga- 
tion to his Mother-Country as to his natural Pa- 
rent : This is fo true, that if, by any Accident, our 
Duty to the one, fhould become incompatible with 
oar Duty to the other, our Country is certainly to 
have the Preference ; it will follow then of courfe, 
from this, that if a Perfon fo ele&ed, fhould ^ive 
a Vote, tending to betray, plunder, and oppre(s-. 
the Public, and to undermine theConftitution, he 
would be equally guilty, at Jeaft intentionally, of 
breaking the Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth, as if he 
were to rob, and Jay violent Hands upon his own 
Mother. ' 

To return from whence we have digrcffed : Our 
Readers arc now fully apprized of the great Lati- 
tude of this L^w ; whereby they^ may be enabled 
to judge whether they have themfelves always 
walked fo circumfpedly as that they have not, at 
any time, or in any manner, tranfgrefTed it, in 
which Cafe, we chink, they are very happy : But wc 
are afraid very few, if they fearch to the Bottom, 
will be .able truly to fay this. In eifedt, where is 
the Man or Woman, who c^n lafeiy afHrm,they 
never belied any one in their Lives ? If fuchr there 
be, we are very well afTured, we muft neither look, 
for rhem at Court, nor amongft the Great, Gay, 
or Polite : We mulV not expe(5 to find them at 
any Tea Table, or AlTcmbly; and almoft equally 
in vain will it be to feck them at the Change, or 
among any of thetopping^Dealers in the City. 
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To as little Purpofe alfo would it be to enquire 
after them amongft gny numerous Companies or 
Bodies Corporate, for which Reafon, we doabr, 
they are not to be found in any oi our Univerfities, 
nor do we think it very likely to meet with them 
in any populous Towns : In iliorr, if any fuch 
Rarities there be, we believe they muft be the In- 
, habitants of fome lone Cottage, at a good Diflance 
. from any Market Town, equally Strangers to 
Scandal, Party-Divifions, or any of the modiflx 
Vices and Refinements of the prefent Age. 

However, be that as it will, we fhall now pro- 
ceed* to give fome Inftances of the terrible Confe- 
quences of tranfgrefSng this Law ; though confi- 
dering the Nature of fuchOEFences, and thealmoft 
impenetrable Secrefy wherewith Perjury may be 
committed, pne would be furprizcd any Perfon 
ihould be deteded therein. 

The firft Example we fhall cite, (hall be that re- 
markable one of the wicked Ahab, and his more 
abominable Wife y^«^£^/. This wretched King 
•. of I/rael^ having taken a Fancy to the Vineyard 
of Naboth tht J ezree/ite^ becaufe it lay contiguous 
to bis Palace, and was convenient to make a Kitchen- 
Garden, would iaia have had it of him, in ex- 
change for another, or elfe have bought it 
for the Value in Money; but Naboth^ it feems, 
would not be perfwaded, on any Terms, to fell hig 
Birthright, or part with his ancient Patrimony ; 
which Ahab fo much refcnted, that he fickened for 
very Vexation, and would eat no Viftuals. His 
hopeful Wife Jezebel, being informed hereof, and 
havi&g learned from him the Caufe of his Dif- 
pleafure, immediately comforts him with thefc 
Words : Doft thou no'w govern the Kingdom ^/'Ifracl ? 
Arife^ and eat Breads and let thine Heart be merry: 
I ixjill give thee the Vineyard <?/" Naboth the Jcz- 
reelitc. 

AccordingJ^ 
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Accordingly, this deteftabie Woman, Withauc 
any Remorfe of Confcicnce for ihedding inno- 
cent Blood, writes to the iicad Men of the Crty 
to procure falfcWitocfils to fwear that Naboth had 
blafphemed Gff^ and the King, and then caufe him 
to be (loced « with which impious Orilers tbefe 
Mongers of Magift rates, to curry Favour with the 
Court, inftantly and exactly complied : Whereupon 
Jezxbei^ being apprized thereof, acquaints her Hus- 
band that ^ziboth is dead, and bids him go and 
take PofTeflion of his Vineyard ; This, Abab^ 
vrithout making any Enquiry how the poor Man ' 
came by his Death, accordingly does ; but ob- 
ierve the dreadful Con/eqaence thereof ; the 2to^ 
phctE/ijab is immediately ordered to meet him 
in that very Vineyard ; and denounces the heavieft 
of Judgments againft him, his Wife, and his whole 
Family, even to utter Extermination, which aftually 
came to pafs. 

Now, what is very remarkable in this Cafe, is, 
that it does nor appear /^^^ knew any thing before- 
hand of yexebePs abominable Contrivance ; but 
then he knew it was not in her Power, by any law- 
ful Meansi to keep her Promife, and give him the 
Vineyard of hJab^b, As he did not therefore en- 
quire what was her Intent, or how fhe meant to 
cfFtft it, he was guilty of Connivance at any Wick- 
ednefs ihe ihould think fit to devife for that Pur- 
pofc. Not only fo^ but as, when he even beard he 
was dead, he never troubled his Head bow he came 
to be fo, we find the Crime of Murder is as much 
laid to his Charge, as 'if he had a^ually perpetrated 
it himfelf. Haft thou killed^ and alfo taken FoJJeJJiQn / 
fays the Prophet. And then proceeds to pronounce 
rh is terrible Sentence: In the Place *where 'Dogs 
licked the Bloed of Naboth, Jball Dogs M thy Bloody 
e<uen thine. To which he adds, concerning his pro- 
fligate Wife, The Dogs fiall eat Jezcbe! by the Wails 
^ Jezreel. Such was the IITuc of the Subornation 

of 
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^f Perjury in Abak and his dctlrftaBlc Wife ; nor 
W|is this all, for the Cry of innocent Blood broagbt 
down Vengeance alfo upon all'hisPoftcriry ; info- 
much that not only his immediate Succciiorjeram 
was killed by fehu^ but all his remaining Children, 
being no Icfs than.feveoty in Number, were be- 
headed by tbe^ulers of Samaria at Jehu\ Com- 
tnand ; and, in ihorr, his whole Family were utter- 
ly cutoff/ 

The next memorable Inftance we ihail produce 
of the fatal Confequences of this Sin, ihall be in 
the Gale of the chaSe Sufanna and the two wicked 
Elders. This virtuous Woman, the Wife of Jb- 
achint^ one of the Children of Ifrael who had been 
carried away Captive to Bahylon, by l^ehuchadnex-t 
%ar^ was a Perfon of very uncommon Beaury, in- 
fomuch that the two Elders, who were appointed 
Judges of the People, and ufed much to frequeiiic 
the Houfe of her Husband y^a^^/OT, {he being a 
Man of Subllance,) fell violently in Love with her, 
and were rcfolved to enjoy her, either by fair Means 
or foul. To this end, they each of them watched 
their Opportunity to take her at a Difadvantage, 
though unknown to each other ; neither of them 
daring to truft his Brother Elder with the Secret of 
his vicious Defifcs. 

Being ^hus Strangers to each other's wicked In* 
tent, they mutually prevented the Accomplifliment 
thereof ; for as neither of them cared to ftir from 
Joachim* & Houfe, till he could no longer ftay with 
any Decency ; and as they both wanted alike to 
get rid of each other, in order to have the Coaft 
dear for the gaining their Ends, the one faid to 
the other, Let us now go borne, for it is Dinner Time j 
atid thereupon they both Went away from thence 
together, having each of them determined fecretly 
within himfelt to return thither,as ibon as he could 
.&ake the other off. They did {o accordingly, and 

bciss^ 
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being furprized at meeting again ^o unexpe6led}/» 
and perhaps beginning from thence matuslly to 
miftruft each others Motive for fo doing, they exa- 
mined one another upon that Head, and at lad 
both acknowledged themfeives to be inflimed 
with the fame bafe Paiiion. Finding themfeives 
thus Brothers in Iniquity, as well as in Office, a 
Cafe which happens but too freqiiently, even ia 
our Days, they agreed to purfue their wicked Pur« 
pofe together ; and in order to this, as they knew 
it was ufual with Su/anna to walk in her Hu^^band's 
Garden, which was a very fine one, always about' 
Noon, they watched their Opportunity, one' Day, 
at that Time, and concealed themfeives therein. 

Soon after, their wiflued-for Prey came thither, 
according to her Cuftom, and the Weather being 
extremely hot, was dcfirous of bathing herfelf, af- 
ter the Manner of the Women in the EaJlernQoxm- 
tries, in a Fountain that was there for ihat Purpofe . 
With this Intent fhe fent away her Maids to pro- 
vide the Things neceflary, ordering them to Ihut 
the Garden-Doors after them, as they did diredlly ; 
and Su/anna being then left alone in the Garden^ 
the two wicked Elderst thinking they could never 
have a fairer Opportunity to obtaii^ their vile Ends, 
rufhed from their Hiding-place upon her,and wih- 
out any Ceremony told her. Behold the Garden* 
Doors are Jhut^ that no Man can fee us^ and ive are 
in Love *with thee^ therefore confent unto us^ and lye 
ivitbus. Worthy Magiftratcs truly ! But this was 
not all ; fully bent upon gaining their Point by 
any means, they add this Menace, If thou nvilt not^ 
njue twill hear H^itnefs againft thee^ that a joung Man 
nxjas 'with' thee, and therefore thou didfi fend away tbj 
Maids from thee. 

Aftonifhing Wickednefs I So hardened were 
thefe old Greybeards in Sin, that, if fhe would 
not agree to commit Adultery with .tbem^ tliey 

were 
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were refolvcd to deftroy her by a falfe Accufatlon, 
(for Adultery was Death by their Larw») not fcru- 
pliog both Perjury aod Murder, to be revenged 
oti her for not yielding to their Luft ; -and we 
fhafl find them as good as cheir Word. But what 
fays the beauteous Objeft of their brutal Defines 
CO their wicked Propofal, and devilifh Threats ? 
Wliy, fbUy fenfible of her Danger, fhe fighed and 
Taid, / am firtatHMd on e*verj Siae ; /br, if I do this 
Things ii'ii Diathunto me^ and if I do it mt, I can» 
mt ijcapi pur Hands. But though fhe fees itievi- 
table Deatn and Oifhonoar before her Eyes, does 
tills virtuous Woman heficate a Moment ? No, far 
fh>m it : // // bitter ^ continues fhe, to fall into jour 
HandSf than to Jin in the Sight oftht Lord, Accord* 
ingYy, hereupon, (he calls out with a loud Voice 
lor Help, and thofe confomm^e Villains, the El- 
ders, not only did the fame, but the better to for* 
ward their helliih Defi^^n, and gain Belief to their 
falfe Evidence, one of them ran, and opened the 
Garden Door. 

In the mean whi!e> the Servants hearing their 
Miftrefs cry out' in the Garden, haftened in, by 
a private Door, co fee what was the Matter, and to 
affift her : 'Whereupon, thofe faithful Servants of 
the Devil, who had in vain endeavoured to defile 
her chafte Body, or corrupt her virtuous Mind, ia 
Revenge for the Difappointment of their filthy 
Luft, gave her not Time to fpeak, but declared 
what had been before concerted between them, as 
they had threatened the virtuous Su/anna, The 
Servants hearing fach an Acculation from the 
Mouth of two grave Elders, knew not what to 
fay, but were 'greatly confounded ; having never 
feen any thing in their MiHrefs that Teemed in the 
leaft tending to Lightnefs of Carriage, they waired 
therefore in Silence, to fee what -would be the ffTue 
of this hSbix. 

O Next 
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Next Day , aa Aflembly of the People was called, 
and the Elders being come, without any Remorfet 
fully bent on facrifacing that innocent Vidim to 
their Vengeance, and the Prefer vatton of their 
own Credit, ordered her to be lent for : This waa 
done forthwith ; and accordingly ihe appeared, to- 

f ether with her Father, Mother, Children, and all 
er Kindred, whom (he brought, perhaps, in hopes 
of moving Pity. As ihe was veiled, agreeable to 
the Cuftom of the Eaftern Countries, her two wick- 
ed Accuiers, though bent upon her Deftru^ion, 
being willing to have one laft Look, ordered the 
Veil CO be taken off : This done, they flood up 
in the midft of the People, and laving their Hands 
upon her Head, as nfual infuch dafes amongfl the 
Ji^wSf bore Witnefs in this manner; As ive tuaUed 
in tht Garilen^ ibis Woman came in njnitb tnuo Maidi^ 
andjhut the Gardin^ Doors, and fent the Maids away, 
, nen a young Man^ *who ivas there hid^ came unto ber, 
and lay n.\)tib her* Then'we thatfioodina Corner of 
the Garden, fi^^^g ^his Wtckedftefs, ran unto them, 
jindiuben «we fanv tbem together^ the Man nve could 
not bo/d^ for he nuas ftronger than tve, and opened the 
Door, and leaded out : But, having taken this IVo- 
man, nve asked nvho the young Man ivas, hut Jhi 
*would not ttl! us, ihefe Things do we testify. 

Mean while, as we are informed, the virtuous 
Sufanna faid nothing, but lueeping looked up to Hea- 
iftn^for her Heart ttujlfid in the Lord. In cffcCt, 
what could ihe da ? She well knew her proreiling 
her Innocence would avdil nothing againfl'the pnfi- 
ti^e Evidence of two £lder» 9 But we are likcwife 
told her Heart trufttd in the\j^%D ; and well was 
it for her it did fo ; for never did he fail any that 
put their Truft in him. How remarkably different 
was her Condu6i, and the Motives whereby ihe 
a6t;ed, from that of the Elders ? The Doors are Jhut^ 
and no Man can fee us, (ay they ; but did they not 
koow thac Goo could ? // is better to fail into your 

Hands^ 
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feiHA, fiys Sufanaa, that l» Jin in ihi Sight of %ht 
Lord. SIic knew God boih taw, and could dri- 
ver her, and accordingly truRcd in him. Such at 
was their dtSercnt ConduCl, fuch was the diRerent 
Event i ihc one iruRed in Heaven, and was deli- 
vered i the others in their own Wickednefs, and 
Sjbttcry, that is, in their Matter the Devil, and 
were deceived by him. But to proceed : 

Upon this pofitive Accufaiion of the RidcrF, Su- 
fanna was condemned direftly ; and having in vaia 
dccUred her Innocence, was led away to be put 10 
Dcaih. The Elders had now done their worft, 
and ihe Devil had proceeded the fall Length of 
his Chain ; it was then high Time for the dimightj 
to intcrpolc, and accordingly he does To. As ihef 
were condnfling her to Execution, the Piophee 
Danitl, then a young Mao, being divinely inrpi- 
i'ed, cried out with a loud Voice, / ant diar/rom 
Ihe Bhod oflbii Weman. This Exclamation caufed 
the People to turn again, and ask him the Mean- 
irj; thereof \ whereupon he anfwered, An yc fuck 
TsJs, yi So/ii a/I(Tse\ that tvitbiiut Examnalian, w ■ 
KnaiwUJge of the Truth, ye hami (andemned a Daugh' 
/(/■B/lliael f Return again to ihi Place of Judg- 
miiir, fsr Ihiy ha-vt boini Jalft mtnifi age<«fi tir. 

Well, the People turn back again, and Daniel 
having ordereil the two perjured Evidences to be 
iet apart, (o that neither of them might overhear 
ilie Teftiniony of his Companion, asked each of 
thrm feparalely. Under •uhat Treefatueji ibau thint 
toinpanjing ligiiher? To which Queftion, they not 
having forcreen lis being prapounded to them, and 
therefore not having previoiifly agreed together 
upon this Head, anfwered differently ; the one, 
that it wai under a Mapick Tree, the other, that 
it was under a Helm Tree : And ihey were there- 
by convicted of being falfeWitneliej out of their 
ova Moutlii- Hcieiipcn, sccoidiog 10 the Law 
O 2 
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of Mofes^ they were immediately adjudged to fuffer 
the fame Panilhment as they intended to have in* 
flidled upon^ the iiuiocent and virtuous Sv/anna, 
What a Pity it is the fame Law is not now in Force 
in all Countries / 

Were the Scriptures to be allowed their doe 
Weight in the prefent polite Age, we fhould think 
thefetwo remarkable Examples, taken frdm thence, 
of the fatal Confequences of violating this Ninth 
Commandment, wocld be more than fufiicient to 
deter every one from being guilty of the like; and 
we have dwelt the longer upon them, becaufe it b 
fcarce poiSbleto produce any others equal to them, 
either from apcient or modern Hiftory, whether 
vre confider theChara&ers of the Perfons who were 
guilty of the Offence, the Motives inducing 
them thereto, or the Manner of their Puniih* 
ment. 

In the one, the Tranfgrcffors were no lefs than 
-a King and Queen, that is« the vtty Fountains of 
Juilice, the immediate Subflirutes of Heaven, the 
Dernier Refort of the Opprcilcd ; they who were 
bound above all others to fee to the due Execution 
of the La>;s, and to right the Itinoccnt : They were 
likewife abfolute, and above being called ro an 
Account by any Power upqn Earth ; fuch and fo 
great were the OiFendcrs ! Then, as for the Pro- 
vocation given to induce them to fuch, a Crime, it 
vas no more than thi*^^, that one of their Subjects 
was tenacious of liis Birthrighr, and would neither 
fell nor exchange it ; fuch, and fo flight- was the 
Offence ! It was no Wonder then, when Robbery ^ 
and Murder tnuft be the Punifhment of Innocence, 
and that under the Colour of Law, .and whon 
even the fupreme Authority was exerted to that 
• End, fo that all the Avenues to Jullice were (lopt 
up, and no Hope of Reraliaiion remained in this 
World, that Providence itfelf (hould interpofCi ra> 

thcr 
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ther than fuch Villany (hould pafs uncbaftifed, and 
ihould execute fignal Veogeance on the Tranf- 
greflbrs. 

In the other Cafe^ the Criminals were not in- 
deed of the fame Ratlk, bat they were exprefly in- 
veiled with Power for the Maintenance of Virtue, 
and CondemtMtion oi Vice ; fuch as were bound 
by their Office, to the moft exemplary Probity^ 
and Redituide of life 1 they were fuch as were tp ' 
jiave been the Judges of the Gailry, and Protec* 
tors of the Helplefi and Opprefled : When fuch 
Perfoos therefore fo far perverted Jufticc, and pol- 
luted the Tribunal, as to become the Perfecutors 
and Murderers of Innocence and Virtue, arid thac 
in fuch a Way, as left no room for Oetedion, or 
RcflBedy, it was an A^ worthy of an Almighty, 
fieneficear, and Allrfeeing Power, to interfere, ra> 
^ ther than fuch Wickednefs in high Places fhoQld 
' cficape unpuni/hed, or fuch Virtue and Innocence 
go unjuft ified and unproteded. 

But though, on fo many Accounts, we belicFc 
thefe Inftances more remarkable than any others 
that can be prodtKed ^ yet, as we are too fetiiible, 
their being drawn from Scripture will take away 
from their Weight, and render them Icfs afiFcfting 
to moft Peoplf, than fuch as are extradred from 
modern 'Hiftory, and efpeciaily fuch as have hap- 
pened within our own Memory, or Knowledge, 
we (hall cite one or two from the Recorcis of our 
ownTimcs And here we fhallpa^s over rhe noted 
Japhet Cr.o»k^ alias Sir Peter Stranger^ becaufe ^e» 
think the Eftarc he got by his Villany, and was 
enabled to bequeath ro his Wench, was more 
than a Compenl'ation for ihc Lo!s of fuch a Scoun- 
drel's Eari, and his perpetual Imprifonmcnt. Wc 
Hiall likewife pafs by Parfon Kinnevfa^y and his Ac- 
complice, though the former, if we.mifiaUe not, 
died in Ne'wgau^ and the latter laid ?iolenr Hands 

O } u^oa 
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upnn himle]f in :he faid Goal. We fhall likewi % 
pals o^ei- many of ihc nomciou* Tribe of Infor- 
mers agajnll ihe Venders of Gin, fcverat of whom 
met w;rh their Dtfert from ihe iiicenferf Populate, 
and the oiheis ended their Day) mi'crably, in the 
utmoll Agonies, unpiiicd and unlamentcd. 

We (hall pafs by all (hefe Villains, we fay, wiih 
IVriathoci, and many more, however notoiioas and 
wicked, [O proceed lo one yei more enormous, 
who, for fome Years, made it his condani Prac- 
tice to iraffick away the Lives of the innocent, 
by fjlfljr (wearing Robberies on the Highway 
againft them, (or the Sake of the grcst Keward 
allowed in fuch Cafes by the G..veft.mci;i. Thij 
hardencdMoniter, by ^imcjohiffri'vor a\\itWalltr, 
after having loncdri/cn on this iiMquitouiTfade, 
with Impunity, negan, in Time, lo be Aifpcflcd ; 
having been obfervcd to make his Appearance 
frequently atdiffercnt CircJiti, (though under va- 
rious Names,) and always on (he (ame Account, 
namely, to profecute (ome Perfonj by whom h* 
pretended lo have been robbed. 

At laft, he was pa'pably deteScd in {wearing 
fjfly ag.inft two Men at Hin/ord m\Ta, by [he 
Name of Wallir, and was accordingly indifted, 
and tiied for the fame i but, inifmuch a& the Oath 
he had ijken, though ir tended to take away Life, 
was only fworn before a Judice of the Peace, it 
wainot capital ; and he was only fenienced to pay 
a Fine of Twenty Marks, to f^ffer Two Years 
Imptifoiiment, to find Security for his good Beha- 
viour for Life, and lo ftand twice in the Pi lory 
bareheaded, once at the Sf^'tn Diaii. and once at 
Huki /fa//,as aifo 10 fland twice before the P.lloty, 
bare-headed, at the lame Places. 

Thm was ihii execrable Mifcreant, « 
long, wiihoui Kemofrc, fold innocent Blood, in j 
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great Hopes, through ihc unnscco an Cable, and. we 
think, blameablc Leniiy of our Laws in fuch 
Cafes, or efcaping wich only being a liitle 
pelted : But herein he found himfclf grievouily 
miflaken j for the Populace in this Cafe, as th^y 
liid afterwards in that of Purttous, took ihe Ad- 
minidration tii Jufticc into their own Hands not 
thinking it fit luth a Wretch fhould live ; and 
accordingly, the firft Time of his Handing, not 
content with biitering him with CoUyflowcT- 
Stdiki, Stones, and Pieces of Glals Bottles, where- 
by he was terribly bruifed and cut, they pulled 
kirn down, lore off all his Cloichf, threw him on 
the Ground, leaped upon him, and, in fhorr, nc 
ver left him, till they bad quic difpatched him. 
Such wsi the miferdblc End of this hardened Pro 
fligate ! And (uch the juft Fruiti of his maoifoli 
TraofgrcHions ol the Ninth Commandmenc ! 

The next Inffance we fhall prodace of thi 
Confequencfs of violating this Divine Law, : 
tiototions Jh'mi flamm i one who, although but 
Youth, or lather a meet Boy, wai fo compleatly 
hardened in Iniquit^p, to forge a fall'e Accufation 
againft hit Matter, yoim Lovgiltn, when Captain of 
■ Collier, of tunning down a &lhiog VelTa, with 
ten H=ndi on board, all of whom, (or (ear of Dif- 
covery, a^id being obliged to (ndke good the Da- 
nidge, he had either drowned, or olhcrwire crti- 
elty murdered. Upon thu (hocking Acconnt of 
Juch bopricedented Barbarity, the poor Man was 
apprehended anJ committed to the Mai^ol/ca, 
wbcrc lie underwent a tediom and tevcre Conhne' 
men', heioK put in Irom, and was alterwardh tried 
a< the OldBaUif, together with nnc i>f hit Men : 
But. no Thanks to hi^ wicked Scivsut, whofwore 
it poliiivcly upon them, ihey were both honou- 
rably acquitted, and the wre che.l Evidence wai ' 
■ 'n Court, in ordrr to be ptofccuied fjr 
or:U^i Perjury h appears, bofttvei^ 
O 4. thjk 
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that thro' the unaccountable, and, as was faid before^ 
unjuftifiablc Lenity of our Laws, in fuch Cafes he 
came off with little or no Puniihmcnt ; iincc A 
fisd him, not many Months afterwards, apprehen- 
ded^ for a Robbery on the Highway, for which, 
having filled up the Mcafure ot his Iniquity, he 
was defervedly executed, and died unpiticd. 

Now we cannot help thinking the Interpofitton 
of Providence was very viilble in the Pantfhment 
of both thefe Wretches ; in that of JValler^ be- 
caule hiS' Sentence itfeli was entirely unpreceden- 
ted > it being a Thing never before known, that 
any one was ordered to (land bareheaded ; fo that 
ir Teemed, in efFe£^, to be delivering him up to 
the Mercy of the Populace, and was as goo<l as 
declariog to the Publick, Gentleintnt cur Laws are 
^lefe^li've in ibis Cafi^ andivillnot reach the Life of 
this notorious Villain ; ay/ lea've bim^ there/ore^ in your 
Hands, tofitffiy that DsfeS^ akd f dtal with bim as 
you fee fit I 

At lead, it is very plain, it was fo Interpreted 
by the People, and even by the Conftables, and 
others, who attend 00 fuch Oocafions to'l^eep the 
Peace, and prevent Mtfchfef ; becaufe not one 
of the latter, though it was their Duty, interpofcd 
in his Behalf ; nor, tliough an Englijb Mob ar^ 
feldom or never inclined to be fanguinary ; bur» 
on the contrary, are very apt to con^padionate an 
urihappy Sufferer, and gcnferoufly to ei)deavour his 
Refcue, nor a Soul of the former offered to flir to 
fave him, when they faw him dragged down froni 
the Pillory by a (ingie Chimney Sweeper, nor 
even when it was very evident, if no Help came, 
he would be killed. 

- Should it be urged, in anfwer to this, that two 
Perfons were afterwards condemned and executed 
for the Murder of this Wretch, we allow it to be 

true; 
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true ; but muft add theretoi that it both farprized 
and fliockcd all forioui and confiderate Peoplp, and 
that for fevcral Reafons : Firfi^ the Evidencea 
againil thefe two Men were of the mofi profligate 
dnara^er, and of lfalUr% own Gang, ^ecmdly^ 
the poor Creatures had great Provocation for fo 
doing, fuppofing them to have been the very fame- 
ivho difpatched him ; (which neverthelefs one ofc 
them denied to the lait, and that even at taking 
the Sacrament;) the one having loft his Brother » 
and the other fom: other near Relation, by the 
Perjuries of the faid Waller. 

Upon the «rhoIe> it was generally thonght, the 
Severity cxercifcd upon thefe untortunate Men, 
was owing to the guiKy Confcience of anoiher very 
notorious Criminal in a more exalted Station ; who, 
, knowing himfelf to be utterly obnoxious to the 
Publick^ was apprehenfive, fhould they once take 
npon themfelvcs the Execution of Jaftice, it might 
foon come to be his own Turn : Wherefore, tho* 
Heaven, for wife Reafons, unknown to us, might 
permit thefe poor Creatures to fuffer a ihametul 
Death, that is no Argument of his not having firft 
made them the Inftruments to execute his JadgV 
ments upon fo hardened an Offender. Then as 16 
John Hanna, we think'the Cafe is flill more plain ; 
iiace his being fo foon, enlarged , after he was com«> 
mitted by the Court, which undoubtedly he looked 
upon as a great Piece of good .Fortune, was the 
very means, in the over-ruling tiand of Provi* 
dence, of bringing him the (boner to receive the 
due Reward of his Viliany. 

Many more £ samples might be fubjoioed here- 
to, of the miferable End of divers of thofe infa- 
mous Wretches, who, for fome Time, made a 
Trade of fwearing falfly againft their innocent 
Neighbours, either as Venders of Gin, Runners 
of uQCuftomcd Goods^ or Offenders agamft lome 
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other Penal Law, in order to enrich themfches by 
fach vill^nous Mcang, cither sc the Eitpence of rbs 
poor Suflerers, or of the Governmciic itfclf: Bat 
thofe which have been already cited are, we think, 
more than ruiEcieni to fhet« the ill Confequer 
«f iranfgrellingthia Divine Precept, and deter all 
who arc not abfolurety incorrigible, from fuch 
profligate and ignominioMS Courfes, Wherefore 
we Oiall now proceed to conlider the Tenth, aod 
laft Com m and men I in the fame Mantier. 
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CHAP. X. 

. ^ the good and bad Confequences of the 
^ Obfervance, or Non-Ohfervance^ of the- 
' Tenth Commandment. 

-Hfjia/l m* mvtl tfy NtighbeHT'l Houfi 
Jbalt n»l covel 'by Neigbiaor't Wifi, r. 
m, w bh Maid, nor hU Ojt. lor his Afi, .cr 
nng that is hit. Though ihc Duties comprc- 
pidfd and enjoined under thefe Wordi, are gc- 
filly fuppoled to be Articles altogether didind 
lad different from any ol ihofe contained under 
je former Hearii, cfpecially as tliei^ arc thus fuin- 
__Bed up and ranged together, as a Law ftparaie 
from the reft; and a,;cor.lirigly are called by the 
Name of theTenih Comiiiaudir-ent, yei are they 
niher a fapplcmeniary Eiplanaiion or Comroent 
upon thole before treated of, thaa a new and ad- 
ditional Law : And ihii ^vill appear very manifeft- 
]y if we do but refleii upon each Article iocla- 
dcd therein fevi-rally I 

r Foi InBatice, i/ a Man covets hii Ncighlwuc'a 
I- - Wile, 



I 



P e/'/i; TenthCommandment. 299 
Wife, he is thereby guilty of Adultery, which 
was before forbidden by the Seveiirh Commatid- 
ineni; and by coveting either Man or M^id S:r- 
»ant, or Of, or Afs, or any Thing that is his Pro- 
pcity, he becomes equally a Tranfgifflor of ihc 
Eighth; it is therefore evident, as we obferved 
above, that ic h rather an Illuilration of iheforc- 
going Precepts, than a new and diflinA Precept 
in iifelf : In cffcO, what I'ccms to have been the 
Intent of the Divine Lawgiver, in this Recapiiu- 
iation, or fupplemental Explication, at leaft, in our 
0,<inion, U, CO inlorce a more exifl OU'ervation 
of ihc foregoing Laws, than ihcy^wj might oiber- 
wife have imagir.ed ibcmfclvcs obliged to. 

Though ihey muft have known, by the expreft 
Words of the Seventh Commandment, that they 
miift not be guilty of aftual Adultery, they might 
not perhapt have fo far extended this Precept, as to 
believe the only dtfiring it a Sin ; and the fame 
miiy be faid of the other Articles : Jn a word, iWj 
Commatidment fccms to have been fubjoiEicd, left 
the Ifiattiiii ftiould have undcrftood ibe othcri in 
[00 literal a Scnfe, and may therefore properly be 
Tiid 10 be a fpiriiual Supplement thereto. In cf- 
fcft, the Almighty kuew his People fat better thaa 
ihey did themfelves, and whatLicentiournefs ihey. ' 
were and would be prone loi he was therefore wil- ' 
ling to inculcate their fcveral Outiei ihe more 1 
flrongly into them ; and yet when he hat! done all^ I 
we find even the very beit of them cre:it Laiitu- 
dioariani in the Obl'crvance of the Moral Law, 1 
■I the fame Time that they paid a Icrupuloua Obi- I 
dience to that which wa» merely Ceremonial. 

EUanah, though a good Man, had two Wives ; 
xnd the Royal Pialmlft at lead fix, befidei Bath- 
Jhiba, ag alfo many Concubines 1 and hit SukcelTor 
Stiemm, no liGi than feven Hundred of the former, 
Kui three Handrcd of the latter, fiut ihii ir«« not 
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all; for "they were divorced from their Wives upon 
any little Diflike, or toy other the-moft trifling 
Caufe ; and i£ fuch Things were done by the very 
beft, in what Excefles may we reafonably inoagino 
others to have allowed themfelves ? It was there- 
fore highly neceflary aroongft fo ftlff-necked a Pco- 
pie, that the Laws, cotitaiiiing their Duty to each 
other, fiiould be more than once inculcated iota 
them. We find, in our Saviour's Time, he charges 
the Scrihes and Pharlftn^ thofe who were reckon- 
ed the moft rigid Observers of the Law, with ma* 
king void the Commandments of God by their 
Tradition; and accordingly he there gives an In- 
llance how they had thereby totally explained away 
the Fifth. 

It was then probably (b prevent thefe Bnormitiei 
that tht Almighty, who knew well what they were 
capable of, and forefaw what they would ac* 
toally do, endeavoured by this Recapitulation of 
their fpcial Duties, to imprefs them the more 
firongly on their Minds. BeHdes which, the End 
of this Law was* to teach all Men to fuppreG and 
refift the firft Motions of every inordinate Oefire, 
and to learn to be contented with their own Con- 
dition : Becaufe, if we at all give Way to the for- 
mer, it will naturally tempt us to endeavour to (a- 
tisfyir; which will certainly be the Occafion of 
fome Sin : And again, if we are difcontented with 
the latter, aoci fufier it to grow upbn u$, it will 
equally induce us to attempt to better, it, though by 
unlawful Means. We are iikewife hereby taught, 
to avoid repining ar, or envying the Wealth, Hap- 
pincfs, or Profperity of our Neighbour, left we 
ihould be tempted to moleft him in the Enjoyment 
thereof, iince the one is but the toa natural Con- 
fequcncc of the other. 

What Provocation had the wicked Cam to hate 
Jhii more righteous Brother j^beii Only this^ that 
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Gn/y who knew both their Hearts, had accepted the 
Sacrifice ok the latter, and rejedled that of the for« 
iner. Now could jAtl any way help this, or was 
be at all acceiTary thereto ? On the contrary, was 
not the Fault evidently in Cain alone? And does 
not God himfelf tell him fo, and caatton him againft 
giving Way to his Anger. And the Lo r d fatd unf 
CatD, Why art thou inriith ? And nvhy is thy Counte- 
nance fallen ? If then dtujiivell, Jhalt thou net be ac^ 
xepted? And if thou doeft nat luell, Sin lletb at the 
Door. As if he had faid, Inftead of being angry 
with thy Brother, wherein thou finned, amend 
thyfelfy and thou (halt be as much in my Favour 
he; bur, if thou wilt nor, thank thyfelf only, if 
thou art not accepted. 

But what Efied had this mild and merciful Ex- 
population and Warning of an almightf and bene* 
volenr Crearor, upon chat harc)ened Rebel, the 
wicked and bloody Cain? Though, would he but 
have turned his Eyes inward, upon his own per- 
verse and deceitful Heart, he muft have been fen* 
iible he was himfelf alone to blame, though his 
more righteous Brother was fo far from having 
done him a real Injury, that he had never fo much 
^ as harboured a Thought to wrong him ; yet fuch 
Enmity and Hatred did the innocent Abel's upright 
Condud create in his envious and gloomy oreai^, 
that he could not be at reft till he^had murdered 
him ; being in this without a Rival ; that he had 
even furpaffed the utmoft Ambition of that Mon- 
ger inWitkednefs, Caligula ^ynhoit moft fupcrlativc 
Wantonnefs in Villany went no farther than* to 
»u!ijh aU the Roman* had bfit one Neci^ that he might 
ekterminato them all at oneB^w ; fince he. for aught 
appears to the contrary, deftroyed, at one fingle 
Stroke, the fourth Part of Mankind. Such are 
the baleful Fruits of that truly di^olical PafOon, 
Envy ! 

It 
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Ft was not to be imagined, at a Time when rhe 
Almighty more immediately took Cognizance of 
what was tranfaded upon Earth, than he fe^ras 
to have done fince the Return of the Child reir of 
Ifraeliiom^ti BabylonifiK^^^tWiiy^ that (b barba- 
rous B Murder ihould be paiied over with Impa- 
Qity : Accordingly, we find G«i/ calling him to an 
Account for it diredly : And the Lord /aid unt0 ^ 
Cain» *whgrs is Abel thj Brother? HoW miJd/y and 
mirciju^fy dots che Lord of L^ yet once more 
treat tbis now inhuman Murderer ! He did not 
ask. this Queftion ro be informed himfelf ; he knew 
but too well ; as the impious Cain found imme- 
diately af ter, but to lead him to Repeirtance. He 
does not therefore only fay, fFhere is Abel, but 
adds this Circumdance thy Brother; as v/hat infi- 
nitely aggravated his Guilt! And what Anfwer 
does the hardened Rebel return to his omnifcient 
and omnipotent Creator ^ FirJ^, I know not : A 
direct Lie ! And then, Ami my Brother* s Keeper? 
As if he had faid. Why do you ask me fi impertinent 
a Siuefiion ? What is it to me *where he it? If you 
nvant bim^ g9 look him. Such a (wift Pregreh had 
Sin made in his Soul in fo fhort a Time ! And to 
fucha Height o£ Impiety was he arrived in an In- 
ftaat! 

Bat the Mbment was now coroe, when this ob*^ 
durate Monfler was to hear his temporal Doom 
pronounced by the Judgeof all the Earth, and to 
receive the immediate Reward of his Iniquity. 
And he faid ^ <what haft thou done f The Voice of thy 
Brother's Blood crieth unto me from the Ground, And 
now art thou cur/ed from the Earthy 'which bath opeu" 
id her Moufh to receive thy Brother's Blood from thy 
Hand. . When thou tilleft tbe Ground^ it fhall not 
bence/hrth yield unto thie her Strength. A Fugitive 
and a Vagabond Jkalt thou be in thfi Earth, 

We nay here fee, and be aftoniihed thereat, tht 

nercMai 
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merciful Manner of God's Dealing witli the re- 
bellions Children of Men ! Heinous and unpro- 
voked aj C<»Vs Ofienci U, he don nDC inllantly 
cut him olf, and fend him dnwn, with his Sias full 
blown, into the Pit, but allows him Time tor Re- 
pentance. And indeed even the wiLked Cam 
feemi, in hme meafure, moved thereat ; for ha 
cries OUcdireSly, MyFuaiJbmint is grtaler than I 
can biar. Behold thou haft Jri'um me out ihii Day 
/•em the Faa eflhi Earth ; andfnm tby Factjba^ 
I be hid, and I jhall hi a Fugitive and a Vagabond iif 
ihi Earth ; andilfiatl lome In paft^ that ivfj «« 
that findttb mi Jhall Jlay mi. 

In this Speech of Cain, we have a lively Pifturj' 
of the deceitful and defperatdy wicked Heart o^ 
Man ! When it comes 10 his own Turn 10 fuller,' 
though his Life is fpared, be complains, ■ hisPa- 
' nlDiment is intolerable": And why? * Bccaufe he' 
' Is dHven from the face of the Earth.' Now i hit 
is all Scl/i it was not Sorrow for his Sin, but oa. 
account of his Sentence. But then again the next 
Complaint promifes fomething like ConiriiioDi 
' And from thy Face fhall J be hid.' But, alas> 
ho* Ihort is thii gndly Fit ! He returns agjin to 
his own Sufferings, and what his own guilty Con- 
iL'iencc fuggellccl unto him, namely, ' That be 
' Ihould be a Fugitive and Vagabond, and IkouUl* 
• be ILin b^ the &rft tha[ mer him.' ' 

The latter Part of his Fears God condeftrndi^ 
{^racioufly lo remove: Aad the Lono [aid uttt* 
him^ tbtrffire, •whofii^tr Jlajitb Caio, Vtngtancf 
pall hi taken ex him ft-uia-feU. And the Lord ^t 
a Mark apex Cain, kji any finding himjheuld kill him. 
Well, and what is the EScCt of all thit unmerited, 
Mercy oi Heaven ujioo this wicked Murderer \ 
Why, we find it in the very next Verre: A»i 
Cain tjjmt ml ftem tit Prrfime of ibi LoiRa, anil 
dwiUid in thi Land ef Nod, oa tht Eafi tfEdeai, 



304 Of the Breach, or Obfervance, ^ 

■ No fooner is his Life, as he thinks, fccurcd to 
him, for fomc Time, and the Rod removed from 
over his Head for the prcfent, but the fi-ft Ufc he 
makes of this Blefling, is to fly from the Face of 
his merciful Creator, inllcad of cndcafvouring to 
regain his Fa7our and Pardon by a timely and' 
hearty Repentance It \^ therefore no Wonder, 
that he is tranfmitted down to tis in the Gofptl by 
the Title of Cain, that mukkedone^ as of a Perfon 
who was not to be reclaitned, and of whofe Salva- 
tion therefore there was no room to hope. 

Equally guilty of tranfgrefling this Command- 
ment, were the Sons of Jacobs who bore an irre- 
CO t-ilcablc Hatred to their Bret her y^/y&,becauc 
their Father ihewed moll Love to him, (for which, 
however, he was not to be cot^mended,] and be- 
caufe of bis Dreams, which portended his having 
a Superiority over them. Now. on theft two Ai> 
cpants, though it does not appear that he fought 
any way to fupplant his Brethren in the Favour of 
his Father, and though he was not refponiible for 
his Dreams, as not having it in his Power either to 
procure, or avoid them, they envied him greatly ; 
even ^o fdr, that, to prevent the Accomplifhment 
of his Dreams, they con fpi red his Death, and had 
ad^ually murdered him; had not /(^»^^», diverted 
them from it. -Thus were they, at Icafl inienrion- 
ally, guilty of the fame Sin with Cain ; and the* 
Heaven in its unfearchable Wifdom, thought 
proper to bring Good out of Evil, and by its over- 
ruling Providence, caufed this their Sin to be 
prodiidive of fignal Happinefs ; yet, as the Ways 
of God are never unequal,, we may be well afTuri- 
cd, unlefs they prevented it by timely Repentance^ 
it would have involved them in the fame endlefs 
Perdition ; but as we And them afterwards twice 
acknowledging their Guilt, and as they were all 
blcfTcd l>y their Father on his Death-Bed, there \% 
Reafon to prcfume thelKft of them* 

^ Again, 
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Again, even Jartn and Miriam were guiliy of 
the lame Sin, in envying and murniuring a^^inft 
Ma/tt ; and had not ibe Lar J imeipofed inTinK.by 
pantlhiri^Minam with the Leptoff, Heaven alone 
knowf what might have been the Confcquencc i 
wiieiher it mighr not have occafioncd an Inforrcc- 
lioi) amonglt the People, which might havecaufcd 
rhem all to be cue cS. At ii was, we find ber 
ft-uck with an incurable Difcafe, from which Ihe 
bad never been delivered, but for the IntcrccQion 
of M^/f,. 

But Karah, and Dalban, and iSbiram, who were . 
puiltj of the fame Offence, in tranlgtefiing ihii 
ConrnandineDr, ai they carried it much farther, 
efcaped not fo well : On the contrary, to Ihew hov 
heinous the Sin of Envy is in the Sight of Heaven, 
and to deter all fiacceeding Agei from it, the Al- 
mighij (bought proper to make a mod dreadful 
EKatnpJe of (bem, by caulitig the Earth to o^jca 
and fwaliow them all up, together with chcirWives, 
Fwniliej, and Adherents; to the Number of two 
Huadred and fifty : Nor was ibis all, for no Icfi 
ih»n fourteen Thoufand sad feven Haodred }>c- 
tifiied next Day on the lame Account. 

The next Inftancc we fbsll produce of the ni^- 
bncholy CoDfequ-ncet of violating ihii Law, 
fliall be ihe wicked Saul, the firft King of l/rAti-; 
This unhappy Man, waa not fjtisfied that the Lord 
had chofen him l(om amongfl thcChildrcn af l/rael, 
though of the fmallelt Tribe, and the Ic.ifl Family 
of that Tribe, to fet him over the whole Pcnf'Ie 1 
but becaife, attcrZ>d^"'^» hiviug Diin GoAoi, the 
I)rathtijh Women came out to meet him, and faid, 
Saul halhjfainhii Thu/andi, aii^ Duvio hU im 
Thi.fand>, he roughi, by alj means imaginable, to 
compafi his Death: So naturally does Envy pro- 
duce Murder ! In vain, however, were all his 
Contrivances aud At'empts 10 that Purpole ; for he 
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whom the Lord keeps, is always furely kept : This, 
reverthelefs, made not the the Sin o( Saul the lefs ; 
and accordingly it was grievoufly vifittd upon him ; 
for, rot only he is left of the Lord in his greateii 
Diftrcfs, fo that, in the Agony of Defpair, he is 
tempted to have recourfe to a Witch, that is, in 
other Words, to the Devil; hut it was plainly 
foretold him, that both he and his Sons ihould 
fall Dcxt Day, as they did accordingly, his three 
Sons by the Hands of the FbiUJIines^ and himfclf 
by his own Sword. Such, and to dreadful was the 
Puniihment of the envious^^ir/, for the Breach of 
this Commandment ! 

But was not even David himfelf gni!ty of vio- 
lating the fame Law, though in a di&rent mannee? 
Undoubtedly he was in the Cafe of Bafhjhebaf 
which was produdive both of Adultery and Mur- 
der ; and though God, in his infinite Wifdom 
and Mercy; was pleafed to pardon thefe compli- 
cated Sins, fo far as related to his eternal State, 
yet did be vifit them upon him in this Life, in 
fuch a manner as was more grievous than even 
Death tifelf. lIDa^id then, who is called a Man 
after Go d*s own Heart, could offend fo foully, we 
seed not wonder if we find the wicked^i^ guilty 
of the fame Crime, as he was with ttfycGt to JVia- 
hotJb : And what was the dreadful Confequence? 
Why, no lefs than the total Extermination of his 
whole Family (as hath been ob(erved before under 
another Article,) and that in the mo& ibocking 
Manncn 

To pafs on now from facred to prepbane^ Hif-" 
tory, we fhall there find the Breach of this Law 
to have been attended with the fstme ill Confe- 
qtences ; whereof the wicked Ftrjeus^ Son and 
SucccHbr to Philips Kirg of Mactdon^ was ao emi- 
nent Iniiance. 1 his inhuman Profligate, who was 
uinied with all manner o/ Vicesj had a younger 

iirothcr. 
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Brother, nameJ DcmttriHi, of a quite conirarjr 
Charaaer, beirg endued wiih many Virtues, ai " 
tvcry way accom plifhed . It w^a no Wondi 
ihcreforp, that the one being a Prince of fuch grest 
11oi.-e», whilft iheoihcr was abfoluiely thercvirfe, 
il (hould giin the former tne Love and Etteem of 
all the ^jfe^swanr, who were Admirers of Viriuf, 
»rd denroui of the Welfare of theit Country, and 
[t.at their Eyes Ihould be tixed upoo him, ai upoti 
one wlom they wiflied ibtir future Sovereign) 
might reremble. 

P:rjrus was no Stranger to this i and not fiading-l 
himlelf difpofcd to nttraa ihe Good-will and At< I 
feftion of the Public, by treading in the Stepi of 4 
kis Brother, it naturally created in him a Oreld fl 
and Jealoufy of that young Prince, aa of one whom J 
they might poOibly, one Day, raife to the Throne 1 
to his Prejudice. It wit equally natural to a wick^'l 
«d Mind, prepoircETed with this Thought, to en-J 
dcavouf to prevent this, by any meani, lawful of I 
oiherwife : Accordingly, not being able to re(li.| 
•ivhiln Demetrius ivai aiinit, he lefolved to leave , 
no Methods unefiayed to compafs hi) Death ; 
which, at loft, by the vileli Calumniei, and moft 
dotorioufly falfe Accufatioos, he cruelly and in&- 
" moufly effeaed. 

But i 

King Phi/if^ their common Parent, (whofe Affec- 
tions he had alienated from hi> youn^ell and beft 
defervingSon ; by itlliHing into hi* Breaft, ground- 
tefs Sufpicions of that unhappy Youth, as it he had 
concerted Meafurei to betray boih his Father aod • 
the Kingdom into the [lands of ihe Remans, in or-J 
dcr to advance himfelf lo the Throne;) Philip, w*l 
fiy, dying foon after, through Exeefaol drief, o«" 
being informed, though coo i»ie, ot the Innocency 
of Dtmtrim, and vjlianoui Forgeriei of Ptr/,ui ; 
wheieb^ 



1 



so 8 0//i^ Breach, ^/- Obfcrvance, , 

whereby he had been induced to confent to the 
Murder of that hopeful Prince ; that Prodigy of 
Wickednefs fucceeded to the Crown ; his Advance* 
isent, however, contributed only the fooner to 
verify that Saying of the Poet of wicked great Men, 



■ ' ■' Toiiuntur in altum^ 

Vt lapfu gra'viore ruaut. ■■'■ 

I 

For^ not many Years after his Acceffion to the 
Throne^ ^^g^%\ti^ unadvifedly in a War with the 
Romans, he was fliamefully and utterly defeated by 
pauius jEmi^ius ; forced to betake himfelf to an 
i£;Qomiaious Flight ; and being betrayed by thofe 
in whom he had repofed the moft<^onfidence, all 
Hopes of efcaping being vanilhed, furrendered him* 
(elf to the Romans, and was difgracefully referved 
by theoa, together with his Chiidren, to adorn the 
Triumph of his Conqueror ; the mod mortifying 
Circnmilance that Airely could have befar<»n a onc^ 
powerful Monarch f Nor was this the fuli Com<» 
pletion of his Mifery ; for, to crown all, after livt 
ing to be tumbled from the Throne, to be led ia 
Triumph, and to lee himfelf abhorred and defpifed 
by all Men, unable to bear up any longer under 
f«di a Load of coonplicated Misfortunes, he put aa 
End to his wretched Days by darving himfelt to 
Death. 

We could) ^cer this, fubjoin the remarkable Ex* 
ample of Or^des^ King of Parthia ; who, not ha- 
ying it in his Power fuitably to reward the great 
Services of his General Surena, who, by the ettirc 
Defeat of Craffus^ had faved his Crown, grew en- 
vious of his uncommon Merit, and inftead of a 
worthy Recoin pence, ungratefully caufed him to be 
put to Death. Bur he was, not many Years after- 
ward', repaid in his own Coin ; having t^e cutting 
A6flf\ion to receive not only 96 fignal an Over- 
throw frcm the Romans^ imdtt ytnftdmh bnt alfo 

there- 
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Iherewith to lofcliis belvved Son Pacerus^ a Prince 
of the greateft Hopes and Vircaes ; whofe Death 
he only filrvived, to be himfelf afterwards murder- 
ed by another of his Sons, that inhuman Parricide 
end Fratricide Pbraatts, 

To this we might Hkewife add, from our own 
Chronicles, that memorable Infbnce of the two 
great Dukes of Northumberland and Suffolk^ DJHUy^ 
•nd Gr^y, Who envying the Advancement of the 
two Seymours^ Uncles to Edward V\. never ceafed 
their invidiotis Machinations, till they had wrought 
their Ruin, the ohe by the other. However, they 
efcaped not long anpunifhed, being both of them 
executed as Traycors in the next Reign, and dying 
nnpitied. But we thinh it altogether fpperfluous to 
multiply Examples upon this Head ; Unce what ha» 
been premired,mufl, in our Opinion, be more thaa 
fafficient ro convince ail, who are not pad reclaiming, 
that as, on the one hand, we are aifured, in keeping 
the Commandments of God there is great Reivard ; fo, 
on the other, we may be certain, that Fengeance it 
the LoRD*s, and he will repay it ; and this, all who 
tranfgrefs his Laws, would do well continually to 
. remember. 

» 
To conclude : We have now run through every 
one of the Commandments, .and fhown they are of 
exceeding great Latitude ; and that well will it be 
if any, even the bell of us, can lay our Hands up- 
on our Hearts, and fty wiih Truth, we have not 
^ tranfgreired them all, without Exception ; if not 
a^ually, at leaft intentionally.* But, fuppofmg we 
had nor, we are told by Sr. James^ that Whofoei}er 
Jhall keep the ^whole Lotjo^ and yet offend in one Point 
he is guilty of alL And where is the Man can fay 
he never broke any one Precept of the Divine Law i 
And again, we are told by St. PauU Curfed is 
every one that continueth not in all Things lobich art 
'wrj$tett in the Book of the itfw to do, them. This be- 
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ing then our melancholy Cafe, it certainly concerns 
us all highly, ro know the full Extent of our Duty^ 
left we ihould offend unknov^ingly, and thereby be 
brought under the Divine DilpTeafure; the dread- 
fu) Confe(]uence whereof, we know, is no lefs than 
eternal Damnation, unlefs we make our Peace by 
a timely and unfeigned Ref>entance, before we go 
hence, and are no more feen. 

And opon this Account it was, that this Treatife 
was undertaken, and adapted as far as poflible to 
the Circumftances, Convenience, and Capacities of 
all forts of Readers, in fuch a manner as, we hope, 
will be found equally inftrudive and entertaining. 
It has at leaft Variety and Novelty to recommend it, 
both of which are reckoned no fmall Charms in 
the prefcnt refined and polite Age ; and it will 
furely be fomewhat hard, if the.(e Sheets, havin]^ 
thofe Advantages, ihould not meet with a good- 
Reception, merely becaufe they are of more gene- 
ral IHe than moft modern Performances, In tfted, 
we will venture to affirm, that there will fcarce be 
any Perfons who happen to perufe them, that will 
not be informed of fomewhat they knew not be- 
fore ; at leafl we have all the Reafon in the World 
toprefume this, if we judge by the Lives and Be- 
haviour of all forts of People. 

For inftance, we do not at all queftion but the 
prefcnt King of FrancCy and the Queen-Dowager 
of Spain are fufficiently inOrufted in the Fundamen- 
tals of the Chrijlian Religior, to be fer.fible they 
muji not 'vcotjhip any other than the true G o p, and 
alfo, that they mu^ do no Murder ; but can any one 
imagine, that, whilft regardlels of every Principle 
of Juftice and Humanity, they have been laying 
wafte great Part of Europe with Fire and Sword, 
and wantoning away the Lives of Millions, they 
ever thought themfelves guilty of breaking both 
the Firji and ^'txth Ccmmandmeot ? And yet this 

is 
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i) certainly the Tcuib, as they may both one Dajr 
find 10 [heir C08. 

Again, we do not'doub*, but moll, even of our 
poUie and falhiooablc LadJM, have been inrormeii, 
that they muK Rtmimitr to keep helj the Sabbalb Daj, 
and accordingly, perhaps, they may go to Church, 
or read a Sermon, or a Chapter in the Bible; but 
they never dream, when chcy jaunt about after- 
ward* a vifiiing, or pafs the Evening in Chit-chat 
over the Tea Table, that they are tranfgrefling the 
Fmrib. As little do our roodjfh Gentry, who in- 
dulge themrelveg in chcdtiog at Carda believe, that 
all the while they are no better than Thieve:, and 
VioJitort of the Eighth. 

This, neverthelefs, \* flriftly Irue, and the fame 
may be r4id of all the reft of the Commandments ; 
Wherefore, we (hill only add, ahal, ai no P,iini 
haVe been fpared to render this Work as conducive 
to the Purpofei deligncd, as lay in our Power, we 
hope it will give adequate Satisfaction, and be re- 
ceived with Candour, at leaft till fomewhat better 
of the fame kind offers ) and welhallfum up all 
with thia Caluiary Advice of the Roman Poet, 

-■' ■ Si quid nwifl't, reiliui Iflis, 
CawdiJui imptrii ; fi nan. bh att. t meeuia. 

Finis. 
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